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99 9T T wfady arar S ? oAy
a1 CEETEAT g ArgAfer Atefa &
®q & g4 Ardr §, 39 97 gfawy =
#7 fa=z g ?

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE : I am
afraid, I cannot give a  judgment on the
quality of SANJIVINI SURA, because | am
totally ignorant of that. If he wants to have
a certificate on tobacco, I can give it.
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SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE : The
two types of drugs which he mentioned,
heroin and Mandrex, which are hazardous
to health, they are also mentioned there.
Therefore, it is not a question of imposing a
fresh ban. What we are discussing is how
Iffectively we  can control the misuse by

the smuggling of these types of drugs.
cllegal trafficking in  drugs is a serious
problem, not only here but in many coun-

tries. 1 have checked it up from the Ministry
of Social Welfare and I can say that we
have not fallen a prey to this type of
habits, to which many other alfluent
countries have fallen a victim. Recently,
some studies were conducted by the Minis-
try of Education and Social Welfare and
they have found out that amongst our
student  population only a  very small
insignificant  section is subject to drug
addiction. Therefore, constant propaganda
and creating public opinion is necessary.
Recently, this has been done. So far as
the enforcement machinery is concerned, as
I have already indicated, we have already
strengthened it and we are strengthening it
In order to tackle if more effectively, we
are bringing comprehensive legislation, as
I referred to in my statement.
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THE MINISTER OF FINANCE (SHRI

PRANAB MUKHERIJEE): (a) to (d) A
statement is laid on the Table of the
House. .
Statement
(a) to (d) The Bihar Sector of the

Indo-Nepal border continues to be vulnera-
ble to smuggling activities. The value of
smuggled goods seized in the Bihar Sector
of the Indo-Nepal border during the calen-
der year 1982 and 1983 (upto October) is as
under :-

Yeas Value (Rs. in lakhs)

1982 126.00

1983 79.00 (provisiénal)
(upto October)

The number of employees of the Cus-
toms department of all grades posted for anti-
smuggling work and collection of customs
duties in the Bihar Sector of the Indo-Nepal
border is 781. The Customs formations in
the areas have been adequately equipped
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with vechicles and arms and ammunition,

In order to have a quick and secret means .

of communication, the entire Indo-Nepal
border has been covered with a wireless com-
munication network,

The field formations on the Indo-Nepal
border have been instructed to remain vigi-
lant, The preventive and intelligene machi-
nery of the Customs department in the re-
gion is being reinforced in terms of man-
power and equipment. In addition to appro-
priate anii-smuggling measures taken in close
co-ordination with the concerned Central
and State Government authorities, bilateral
co-operation between India and Nepal also
exists to curb smuggling activities across the
border. The matter is kept under constant
review.
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SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE : Sir, so
far as the last part of the hon. Member’s
question about permitting somebody to cons-
truct houses on the ‘no-man’s land’' is con-
cerned. | am not aware of it. If it is per-
mitted, definitely it will pose a problem but
that I will have to check up. I am not
aware of that fact. But in regard to the
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strengthening of the enforcement machinery
in the Indo-Nepal border, I have indicated
certain measures and the figure whaich I have
quoted here is the figure of actual seizure
and the quantum of smuggling may be more-
I do not deny that fact. And Indo-Nepal
border is one of the sensitive borders from
the smuggling point of view, but because of
the difficult terrain, it is simply not possible
to have check posts throughout the area.
So, apart from strengthening the enforce-
ment machinery, we are also taking it up
with the Nepalese Government so that by
our joint efforts we can central it. I can in-
form the hon. Member that resently I had
the privilege of having a discussion with the
new Finance Mnister of Nepal who was in
India and who called on me, and one posi:
tive improvement which has taken place om
the complaint that we are making is that
sometimes Nepalese traders and bussiness-
men import more that what they can con-
sume in Nepal, obviously with the objective
of passing on the surplus to India through
illegal channels and the pNepalese Finance
Minister informed that now they are drasti-
cally reducing their imports, and 1 do hope
that in the near future it will have some
effect and all possible methods have been
adopted. But that was the problem.
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SHRI PRANAB MUKHERIJEE : As a
Finance Minister. I cannot recommend that
all over the border we may construct a road
to prevent smuggling. Construction of
the road is an absolutely/different propo-

" sition.





