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MR. SPBAKER: You can come to me 
and I will tell you. 

(Interruptions) 

SHRI C.T. DHANDAPANI: We are 
particular about the present Deputy-Speaker 
who had sent his resignation letter. 

(Interruptions) 

MR. SPEAKER: You can come to my 
office at any time. There is no problem. The 
office is yours ; the Speaker is yours and the 
papers are here. 

(Interruptions) 

MR. SPEAKER: I will do whatever is 
necessary according to the rules. 

AN HON. MEMBER: I am on a point 
of clarification. 

MR. SPEAKER: No Clarification; not 
al1owed. 

(Interruptions)'" '" 

~1:f~ ,,~)qq : ~ ~T f~lir I lt~ Cfi\Wf 

Ofi'~ fGlif ftf) lfrf?:lf G'Tarro Cfi~ "{~ ~ I 

t;() UqfCf~ ,,",efA (~T\ift~) : ~ 
~ ~ fill ~T ltl=ard" antf) q-rR-rmlrc 3fT 
~ ~ I arrtAl 12 iTer if ~ \if) ~l=f ~ ~ 
qtq ire ~ Cf~ ii~ fmc:~ ~~ ~ I ~ iTc: 
'R ~T ~ ... ( otmtTif ) 

~ ~)qq : 3TTq- . amtiT lIT ~ iSfClT 

~~T I ~ ~it ~Cfi GfTa Cfi~ G'T aT 3TTq- ij'~n~ 
~ 

CflfT if~l ? ~T ~ tf)~ r ~ Q:TZ1ij' it I am 
bound by that. l};~ arp1Cf11 ~T Cfi~rrr ~ I 

\ifGf ~T~ ;r ~T Cfi€?: f~T cr) ~ Cfi~ ~lfT I 
~ Cfi~ ~T ftf) ~CT ~) II) ~CT ~m I n if 
i:t ~ foo aT m ~o ~ it ~T CfrfT ~ 

• ·Not recorded. 

Cfi~a- ~T? \if) ~T\3'tt ~~T Cf~T ~)m ~T~« ~ 
~m;T CfiWT I 

The House is Supreme. 

... (~) ... 
~~ ~)qtt : OfCif ~fot:t afPi I 

.: ·(~ttR)··· 

PROF. K.K. TEWARY: They ~re un-
necessarily raising this issue. 

t;(T ~f~~ Gf~!~ : Cf~ Cflfl ~~ ~) ~ 
~ ? Cflf1 Cfil{ rnRfCflf Cf~:q., 3fT lflif ? 

an;~ 11~)~ : q~ anti ~ ~"{UfT ~ ~~ ~ I 

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 

Pending Cases in Supreme Court and 
High Courts and Vacancies of Judges 
in Supreme Court and High Courts 

·21. SHRI MANOHAR LAL SAINT: 
Wit] the Minister of LAW, JUSTICE AND 
COMPANY AFFAIRS be pleased to lay a 
statement showing : 

(a) how many cases are pending in the 
Supreme Court and the High Courts and 
since when and how many of them are on 
account of stay orders granted by the 
courts; 

(b) what steps are proposed to be taken 
to clear the backlog speedily and by when is 
the same expected to be wiped off ; and 

(c) what are the details of the vacancies 
in the Supreme Court and Higb Courts in 
respect of Judges together with details of the 
steps taken to fill up the same? 

THE MINISTER OF LAW, JUSTICE 
AND COMPANY AFFAIRS (SHRI 
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JAG AN NATH KAUSHAL): (a) State· 
ments I, II and III containing information as 
furnished by the Registries of the Supreme 
Court and .the High Courts are placed on 
the Table of the Hou e. 

(b) Statement IV indicating steps taken 
to reduce pendency is placed on the Table of 
the House. It is not possible to specify the 
time by which pendency can be wiped out. 

(c) As on 23-7-83 there was one vacancy 

in the Supreme Court and 78 vacancies in 
the High Courts. 

The details of the vacancies in the High 
Courts are given in Sta~ement V, which is 
placed on the Table of the House. Some 
proposals have been received from the State 
authorities and they are engaging the atten-
tion of the Government. In other cases, pro-
posals are awaited from the States for which 
they are being constantly reminded. 

Statement· I 

Number 0/ Cases Pending in Supreme Court and High Courts 

Supreme Court 

Number of cases pending 
(As on 31-12-82) 

Regular 
Hearing 
Matters 

33,949 

Admission 
matters 

29,092 

Total 

63,041£ -------------------------------------------------------------

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 

High Court Number of cases pending 
(As on 30-6-82) 

Allahabad 1,85,962 
Andhra Prade h 65,700 
Bombay 73,742 
Calcutta 95,tl63 
Delhi 45,412 
Gauhati 11,614 
Gujarat 26,661 
Himachal Pradesh 8,139 
Jammu and Kashmir 15,193 
Karnataka 1,10,701 
Kerala 39,764 
Madhya Pradesh 40,6~2 

Madras 81,528 
Orissa 13,306 
Patna* 46.896 
Punjab and Haryana 35,682 
Rajasthan 36,102 
Sikkim 10] 

TOTAL 9,37,818 

£In addition, 52233 Miscellaneous Civil and Criminal petitioDs were also 
pending as on 31-12-82 in the Supreme Court. 
*Main Cases only. 
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Year 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

1972 

1973 

1974 

1975 

1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

TOTAL 
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Statement-U 

Yearwise hreak up of Regular Hearing Mailers pending in tire 
Supreme Court as on 31-12-1982 

Non- onstitutional 
Matters 

7 

26 

333 

663 

877 

745 

886 

912 

1,086 

2,211 

1,348 

2,845 

3,106 

3,456 

4,330 

22,831 

Constitutional 
Matters 

4 

15 

86 

154 

76 

45 

130 

203 

1,1 t 7 

419 

826 

2,442 

5,601 

11,118 

Total 

7 

26 

337 

678 

963 

899 

962 

'957 

1.216 

2,414 

2,465 

3,264 

3,932 

~,898 

9,931 

33,949 

t 
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Statement-IV 

Steps taken from time to time to 
Reduce Pendency 

The following steps have been taken in re-
cent years to reduce pendency in High Courts 
and Supreme Court : 

(1) The Code of Civil Procedure was 
amended in 1976 to abolish Letters 
Patent Appeals from Judgement of 
Single Judge of the High Court in 
second appeal (vide Section lOOA). 

(2) The Code of Criminal Procedure bas-
ed on the recommendations of the 
Law Commission was enacted in 1973. 

(3) The Judge strength of the Supreme 
Court has been raised from 13 to 17 
excluding the Chief Justice with effect 
from 31-12-77 by amending the Supre-
me Court (Number of Judges) Act, 
1956. 

(4~ The sanctioned strength of the High 
COU(t Judges has been increased from 

(5) 

time to time. 

The Supreme Court rules have been 
amended to vest more powers in the 
Registrars and Judges in Chambers 
so that the time of the court is not 
wasted in petty miscellaneous matters. 

(6) The Supreme Court has also taken 
the following measures : 

(i) Priority is given to certain mat-
ters. 

(ii) Miscellaneous matters are fixed 
daily. 

(iii) 

(iv) 

Writ petitions with identical ques-
tions are grouped together and 
batches running from 50 to 100 
matters are listed together for 
hearing. 

Other matters involving identical 
questions are also identified from 
time to time and put together and 
efforts are made to see that 5' uch 
FOups are disposed of ~art)l. 

(v) The Supreme Court Rules were 
revised in 1966 providing for prin-
ting of records under ita own 
Supervision. As that wa also 
taking quite some time the court of 
late has started wherever polSible 
dispensing with the preparation 
of records and hearing the appeal. 
on special leave paper-book itself 
after the parties have filed their 
counter-affidavits and affidavits in 
reply. 

(7) Apart from the above certain High 
Courts are taking the following steps 
for ensuring better disposals of cases : 

(a) Cases involving common ques-
tions are being grouped by several 
High Courts. 

(b) Matters fixed for hearing by giv-
ing short returnable date. 

( c) Dispensing with printing of re-
cords. 

(d) Expediting and giving priority to 
matters under certain Acts. . 

(8) The Government have also addressed 
the Chief Ministers of States and Chicf 
Justices of Higb Courts in which there 
is a heavy pendency of civil cases over 
S years' old to consider appointment 
of retired judges under Article 224A 
of the Constitution. 

(9) The recommendations contained in 
the 79th report of the Law Commis-
sion have been examined. As action 
on majority of the recommendations 
is to be taken by the State 'Govern-
ments and High Com-ts, these have 
been sent to them alongwith the 'views 
of the Union Government and they 
have been requested to take necessary 
action. 

(10) The Government have also apPointed 
Law Commission (10th Law Commis-
sion) to keeplunder review tho system 
of judicial administration in the Coun-
try. Among the terms of reference of 
the Law Commission are : 

(a) To keep under.tcview the system 



JULY 26, {sas 

of judicial admi istration to en-
sure that it is responsive to the 
reasonable demands of the times 
and in particular to secure: 

(I) elimination of delays, speedy 
clearance of arrears and re-
duction of costs so as to se-
cure quick and economical 
disposal of cases without 
affecting the cardinal princi-
ple that decisions should be 
just and fair ; 

(if) simplification of procedure to 
reduce and eliminate techni-
calities and devices for delay 
so that it operates not as an 

Statement-V 

Oral An wers 

end in itself but as a mean of 
achieving justice ; and 

(iii) improvement of standards of 
all concerned with the admi-
nistration of justice. 

(b) To revise the Central Acts of 
general importance so as to sim-
plify them and to remove anoma-
lies, ambiguities and inequities. 

(c) To recommend to the Government 
measures for bringing the statute 
book up-to-date by repealing ob-
solete laws and enactments or 
parts thereof which have outlived 
their utility. 

Statement lhowing vacancy in Supreme COllrt and High COllrts as on 23.7.1983 

Name of the Court Vacancy 

Supreme Court 1 

High Court Permanent Additional Total 
Judge Judge 

Allahabad 2 10 12 
Andhra Pradesh 3 2 5 
Bombay 1 2 3 
Calcutta 12 12 
Delhi 6 6 
Gau'hati 1 1 
Gujarat 1 1 2 
Himachal Prddesh 1 1 
Jammu and Kashmir 2 2 4 
Kamataka 1 1 2 
Kerala 1 3 4 

Madhya Pradesh 2 8 10 
Madras 3 3 
O_rissa 2 1 3 
Patna 4 4 
Punjab and Haryana 1 1 2 

ajasthan 3 3 
Sikkim 1 1 

41 37 78 
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~'''''~t ~1~ ~t:{': 3l~~ \iff, ~m 
~ q"{ \7f) ~:q~ "{~f ~f ~ \3~ q(fT :q~efT 

t fCfi 9 CffTti « a;cn: if;ijGj' ~r~ Cfi~~« if q:fg~ 
~ an~ 6 3 ~\7fr{ ~~'i Efi Cfi"{Tar ~ SfTlf Cfirt ~ 
q:f~ ~ I ~t 3T~FH ttcTllf.=tr ifT ~ I CflfT 
~"{~T~ ~;; qf~fT ~~'i Cfi) frrqcT~ ~ f~~ 
m~nrr ~ anfcCf)~ 127, 128, 224 OTR 
224 (q;) if \if) SfT fCf\ift=« ~ ~~TWrr~ ~'i ~ 
f~~, ~Tlfi \if~~ CflT «fcrfr'if 3f~~ Cfi~;r ~ 
rnTJ:, ~rr q:f~tf ~ij-~ <liT f'lqrn ~ f~~ \3rrCfiT 
m~ ~T 3lT"{ ~T"{ CfiT~~« it O:~T~Ff~ ~~ 
tr=crr~rc t.ti~;ft ? CflfT ~"{<liT"{ ~T~ tti) lf~ ifT 
O:"!1lf)"{ ili=ttTT fef) ~T trT~ it qf~fT ~ij' ~ trl1TCCf 

~) ijfT~it ? 

~ \if1rn:rN Cfl1vr~ : +JFf;:fi1J tr~lf WTlf<r 
~TllR'~ ijf;#~ ~ ~~~lili \if~ if 3F~"{ 
~T ~ "{~ ~ I ~~Tmrr~ ;;rcif\7f <fir ~CCfT~c 
fCfllfT \;fT "{~T ~ I \7f~ cr Cfi ~~~Tcti ijf~\i1 ~ 
~tCfT~~itc 'fir ~r~~ifi ~ , ~11~ tr-.rT 'tfTtn 
\lff~C;~\if 3TT"{ Rc TJ:¥:frf"{cT\if Cfi) f~ti fe:lfT 
~ fCfi \if) \if~\W mTlf"{ ~)"{~~, \V1"tlT "{Tlf it 
3ltf"{ ~CfiT f~tqT\i~ c5icti <:~T ~ eff ~l1T=t q Hr 
Sfq)\if~ ~i5f, ~rr TJ:6~T =fi \if~ TJ:cqr~;c Cfi~ 

~ Mzt alfn: ~ I fq-'C9~ UT~T i:f ~'(§ O:~Ttti 

~\if ~ccrT~;:c gO: ifT ~ I 

\if~t aCfi lf~ OTT~CfHFf ~ij ttiT arIa ~ fCfi 
\if) q r~r~ft ~,~) ~f"{7HT ~ Cf~· ~f ffi~ if 
~~) \"ifTlfit, r.r~ 0fi~4T f'fim ~ f~~ '+fT 
~~;;@~ I 

~ "t:{~ t:f~ ~t:{': \7f~ aCfl 'lT~.\;f ttiT 
~~ft\if CfiT w.rr~ ~, 7 8 cr~rij"Tilf QT~Cf1 Tt« 
if ~ afr'f ~Ofi ~ ::rTl1 Cflli if ~ ~ ~~n:T ef"{q) 

~f<ll'~ ~T \iff "{~T ~ I 311r~ fq't§~ ~ ~T~ 
CfiT f"{Cfi'Ti ~T ijfTl1: cr-f o:f"{lf« ~f ff~T ij' ~ 
~~ ~ I ~Cfl ~'(q:; crT t:?:f<:lfd" ~ ~ ~ aIT"\ ~<:T 
~ \if~ijf t ~c~T~;:cif~u if~ ~T"{~ ~ I crT 
ijf) 78 ~m-~~~« if ~ am: ~ 

~m '~lf Cfllt ~ ~ ~T «"{Cflr~ Cfliif crCfl 
f~art1 ifi"{ ~rrT? Cf'n' mCfiT'{ ~ ij'~!rcft ~ 

fCfi ~~~ t:(t:fT~c ~T~ ~Tlfef) ~m ~~if 
~ r{~r "{~ trir ~ arT"{ \3~ ~T"{Uf ~ ~~ ~) 
<:~T ~ ? ttiar crCfl ~Cfir"{ ~'1tti) ~crT~c Cfi'"\ 
~tfT? 

p;(T ~Tq et'i'~~: 1 9 8 2 it ~11~ 37 
ti W t:( CqT ~;:c~tr f <fill' ~ 3m 1 9 8 3 if 27 
to" W o:ccrr~;:c;~ij" fCfi1r ~ I lf~ q:Cfi ~f~arn-
5ff~~ ~ I ~cif~ f'{cTlf"{ ~~"{~ ~ ~Hf~o: 
qcf;;:ij"~ m ~q; ~T "{~T ~ I ~ f"{Cr~ Cfi'T 
'liT:r« ct aT 3ffff ui=f~if f~ rrcqT~c;ifeu it ~ ~, 

~ ~m-~T ~u ;;~r ~T ~T ~ I 1980 if 27 
\if,*\jf f~C;Tlf"{ gzt I 1 9 8 1 it 1 8 ~~ fmlf,{ 
~, 1 98 2 if 2 7 \if~ijf ~CTlf~ git am: 
I 98 3 if 3f~ CfCfl 1 4 \jf*Jf f"{~ glt ~ I 
~~CfiT lfCl~~ lf~ ~ fCfi fq~~ :crr<: tfrnT it 
8 6 \jf~ f"{cTlf"{~) tT1r m~ ~CCfr~c:i?iG~ I , 
ill trT ffij 'li~, ~ij" trT~ 2 7 'liT ~, I 9 8 2 it 
37 <fiT ~-r, 19 81 it 33 CfiT ~, f~qi 1980 
if ttiff O:CCfr~;:cii~ ~~, ~ CfCJa ftri 2 
O:Ci;fT~C;~ff ~ ¥:fr I cr) t:tCCfT~;:C;~~ 99 gi 
~ an"{ fCf1'cTlf"{if~ 8 6 g~ ~ I ~u ~ ~ lf~ 
t:(Ofi cfifc~ar~ 5fT~tf ~ ath: ~m fCfi 1t~ ar~ 
\ifCfTGf if ~~TlfT ~, ~ff ~ ~11f( qrn ~~ 
5fqT\;f~ff arr"{ g-f ~ f\if;:rCfiT ~11 t:tl\lfTf~ ~ 
~ ~ I tf~ 5('q) ~~ qr~q -~T~'T it ~ aitt ~T 
~ ~~r fijf~ ~q-)\if~tJ tfiT~~~T~'i ~m, 
t:!:CCfT~;:c;it~tr tti<: Rzt ijflWr I 

SHRI P. NAMGYAL : Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, I would like to know the reaction of 
the Government to the recent statement of 
the Chief Minister of Jammu and Kashmir, 
that the Central Government has no autho-
rity to transfer the Chief Justice of Jammu 
and Kashmir. I would like the Minister to 
cl arify the position from the Government 
side. (Interruptions) 

MR. SPEAKER : The question does not 
arisQ. 
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PROF. K.K. TEWARY: It is an impor-
tant issue. I think, the Law Minister should 
utilise this opportunity to clarify the Govern-
ment's stand. 

SHRI P. NAMGYAL : This is very much 
relevant. 

SHRI N.K. SHEJWALKAR: I know 
that the hone Minister appreciates the 
seriousness of the problem. The question 
of number of pending cases as well as the 
number of vacancies has been rai ed quite a 
number of times and the same reply has 
always been given. It is good that this time 
they have indicated the steps that have been 
taken. But I am sorry to say that the reply 
is not satisfactory at all. For example, lot 
of retirement is taking place. And that is 
not a new thing. Everybody knows when a 
judge is going to retire. Why is it that action 
is not taken right at the moment when the 
judge is to retire? Why calculation is not 
being done like that? It is said in the state-
ment that a certain strength of judges has 
been sanctioned. Take the case of Madhya 
Pradesh. 8 additional judges are provided 
and the number of vacancies is 10. What 
is the use of providing 8 additional judges 
when you are not appointing any of them? 
This is a serious matter. Will the hon. 
Minister consider constituting a committee 
to examine all these matters? There are 10 
years old cases pending j in the Supreme 
Court and the arrears are mounting. Is the 
hone Minister ready to constitute a com-
mittee for this purpose and take a considered 
view of the Committee in disposing of 
arrears and in filling up the vacancies ? 

SHRI JAOANNATH KAUSHAL:lam 
afraid, I am not prepared to appoint any 
Committee for the purpose for which my 
hone friend wants. This matter has been 
examined by various committees at various 
times. Whatever suggestions come from the 
committees, they are given due considera-
tion. I can assure the hon. Member that 
we are trying to clear the backlog as soon as 
possible. 

SHRI R.R. BHOLE: This is a question 
relating to cases which are pending in the 
Supreme Court and the High Courts. I 
would like to ask the hone Minister ~s to 

how many cases are pending in the Supreme 
Court as well as in different High Courts on 
account of the fact that the judgments are 
not delivered after hearing the cases ? 

SHRI JAGANNATA KAUSHAL: My 
hone friend knows better than anybody else. 
He has been a judge himself. 

MR. SPEAKER : That is why, he is 
asking a supplementary. 

SHRJ JAGANNATH KAUSHAL : There 
are some hone judges who do take more 
time in giving the judgments. But that is 
not the reason for the pendency of the cases. 

Survey by Doordarsban of viewers Reactions 

·22. SHRI K.T. KOSALRAM: Will 
the Minister of INFORMATION AND 
BROADCASTING be pleased to lay a 
statement showing" : 

(a) whether Doordarshan ~has recently 
gone through an audience research survey 
conducted in small and big cities to gauge 
the viewerlt' reactions ; and 

(b) if so, the broad details thereof; and 

(c) the action proposed to be taken on 
the results of the survey ? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE 
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND 
BROADCASTING AND MINISTER OF 
STATE IN THE DEPARTMENT OF 
PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS (SHRI 
H.K.L. BHAGAT) : (a) to (c). A statement 
is laid on the Table of the House. 

Statement 

A random sample survey covering 5085 TV 
households in 10 big, medium and small 
towns was conducted by Doordarshan in 
May, 1983 to gauge viewers' reactions to the 
National Programme. The towns covered 
were Delhi, Bombay, Calcutta, Madras, 
Kanpur, Batala, Srinagar, Kakinada, Bhuba-
neswar and Patna. The broad findings of 
the survey can be summari sed a sunder : 

(i) Entertainment programmes in the 




