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which are possible and the interpretation
of which the importers can take benefit,
have been carefully examined and Gov-
ernment has taken a stand; we are trying
to see that no misuse or extra benefit is
made by making us of any of the
measures which are at present in ex-
istence,
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THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE

MINISTRY OF COMMERCE (SHRI
SHIVRAJ V_  PATIL): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) and (c) A statement is laid on the
Table of the House.

{d) The estimated stock of natural
rubber as om 1-4-B2 is 45,000 tonnes.

(e) Government have already autho-
rised the State Trading Corporation of
India to import 30.000 tonnes of natural
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rubber during 1982-83 to meet the
demand-supply gap and furtther imports
may be allowed if necessary. Hence the
question of small scale industries facing
the danger of closure would not arise.

Statement

(b) The figures of production and im-
port of natural rubber during the Iast
four years are as under:—

Year Proxduction Import

(In tonnes)

1978-79 . 1,35,297 25,850
197g-8Bo . . 1,48,470 21, 1tm
1980-81 . . 1,53.100 9,250
198:1-82 . 1,52,000 42,750

I Estimated)

(c) The Rubber Board is implementing
various developmental shcemes with a
view to increasing natural rubber produc-
tion in the country. The most important
of these scheme is the Rubber Plantation
Development Schemne, sanctioned for im-
plementation during the Sixth Plan period,
Under this scheme, Various incentives
like cash subsidies for new planting
replanting, input subsidies, soil coamserva-
tion subsidy, interest subsidy at the rate
of 3 per cent on the loans availed under
Agricultural Refinance Development
Corporation’s programme are offersd to
the rubber growers. Free extension
advisory support is also offered to the
growers at all stages of planting and
maintanence.

The production and consumption of
natural rubber by 1989-90 are estimated
at around 2,62,000 tonnes and 3,462,000
tonnes respectively, Despite determined
eflorts to increase matural rubber pro-
duction in the country it would take
many more years to attain self-sufficiency
in matural rubber production to full meet
the domestic requirements,
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SHRI K. MALLANNA: Sir, according
to the statement and the reply given by the
hon. Minister, there is a wide gap bet-
ween production and consumption.

The production and consumption of
matural rubber by 1989-90 are estimated
at aroond 2,68,000 tonnes and 3,42,000
tonnes. In this connection, may I know
from the hon. Minister whether Govern-
ment hag taken any steps to fill up this
gap, if so, what are those steps to fill up
this gap?

SHRI SHIVRAJ V_ PATIL: Sir, we
are quite conscious that we should not
continue to import rubber for along time.
In order to produce rubber, we have plans
with us. The Sixth Plan providegs that
Rs. 50 crores will be spent for planting the
rubber trees and for producing more
rubber that is required in our country.

Now, the plans are made and those are
being implemented. Under these plans,
the agriculturists will be given subsidies
for planting the rubber trees. The small
agriculturists will be given a subsidy of
about Rs. 5,000/- per hectare while bigger
ones will be given a little less. Research
Stations are established for the purpose of
giving information to those who are in
this kind of agriculture, industry or busi-
ness. They get the information from
them and they make use of that informtu-
tion. We have established cooperalive
societies also for the purpose of procuring
rubber that ig produced and giving the
same to the industrialists,

A comprehensive plan I am not giving
all the details of it—is made for this pur-

pose_

Setting up of Office of ICICI in Gauhati

*739, SHRI SONTOSH MOHAN DEV:
Will the Minlster of FINANCE be plcas-
ed to state:

(a) whether It ig a fact that the Indus-
trial Credit and Investment Corporation
of India had set up an office in Gauhati.
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(b) whether the ICICI proposes to give
special assistance to industraligation efforts
in the North Eastern region; and

(c) if so, the details thereof?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRL
JANARDHANA POOJARY): (a) The
Industrial Credit and Investment Corpora-
tion of India (ICICI) has set up a Deve-
lopment Office at Gauhati with effect from.
November, 1981.

(b} and (¢). ICICI's Development Office
woald help to explore the investment
needs of the region and the indus-
trial projects in the region would
receive due priority. Besides providing
financial assistance, ICICI's efforts in the
region would also be directed towards
development of human resources related
to industrial finance, organisation and
management and formulation of viable
industrial projects.

SHRI SONTOSH MOHAN DEV: Sir,
at the outset, I congratulate the outgoing
Finance Minister who has given this
/Development office. While I congratu-
late him. I hope, you will think of having
industries in my area and will show the
same attitude which he showed when he
was in Finance.

Sir, the Minister, in his reply has said
that human reSources are being explor-
ed. I would like to know fromm him what
progress has been made in the develop-
ment of human resources related to indus-
trial finance, organisation and manage-
ment and formulation of viable industrial
projects in the North-eastern region after
setting up this particular development
office. Secondly, since its formation,
how many applications have been received
by the same organisation and how wmany
sanctiong have been accorded?

"

SHRI JANARDHANA POOJARY: I
agree with the hon. Member that the
industirial development in the North-
Eastern region has been poor. For that
purpose only, this development office has
been @et up. The ICICI has made an
attempt in that regard and it bas set up
this office. The ICICI has also set up





