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that there is no medical evidence 
that air-borne lead from motor vehi-
cles is harmful to health. So far as 
our country is concerned, the pre-
sent lead concentration in the gasolene 
marketed in India is much lower 
than the limit specified by the Indian 
Standards Institute. It is much lower 
than that of in most of the Western 
countries and with the fairly low 
level of present consumption of gaso-
lene, there it does not appear to be 
any need to impose restriction on the 
refinery units to eliminate lead in our 
country . .£ said, it depends on the 
circumstances of each country. So 
far as we are concerned, the lead 
content is much less. 

SHRI H. N. NANJE GOWDA: 
f do not know how he has come to 
thi d ecision without making any 
research or study. I do not know. 
The permissible limit that is quoted 
here, taking the international stan-
dard, as lam told in England, is 0.43 
grams. They have decided to 
reduce even that limit to 0.41 
grams. In the light of these things, 
is the Government is prepared 
to accept 0·41 grams as standard 
and try to reduce the lead content ? 
Will the Government take action to 
reduce that also ? 

SH. P. SHIV SHANKAR: So far as 
we are concerned, we are guided by 
the study of the Indian Standards 
Institute. When I said, no study had 
been taken up, that was with refe-
rence to the fact whether it has 
posed a serious danger to the 
children. Now the Indian Standards 
Institute has compared from time to 
time the Oct~ne content and also the 
lead content in petrol and they have 
come to certain conclusion. 

Well, the suggestion that my Hon. 
friend is giving as to what is prevail-
ing in England and whether we 
should not accept the lead content to 
be only up to that level, is a matter 
which deserves consideration. 

Setting Up Coal -Based Fertiliser 
Plants 

*232. SHRI RAJESH KUMAR 
SINGH : Will the Minister of PET-
ROLEUM, CHEMICALS AND 
FER1 ILTZERS be pleased to state : 

(a) whether any progress has been 
made in regard to the setting up of 
coal-based fertiliser plants in the 
country ; 

(b) whether Government have 
chalked out any plan for the 
purpose ; 

(c) which are the States where 
such plants will be set up ; and 

(d) expenditure involved in each 
project ? 

THE MINISJ ER OF PETRO-
LEUM, CHEMICALS AND FERTI-
LIZERS (SHRI P. SHIV SHAN-
KAR) : (a) and (d). Two coal 
based fertilizer plants, one at Rama-
gundam and t he other at Talcher 
went into commercial production 
with effect from 1-11-1980. The 
latest approved costs of these projects 
are : 

Ramagundam Rs. 224.06 crores 
Talcher Rs. 223.14 crores. 

(b) and ( c). The question of setting 
up new coal based fertilizer plants 
can be considered only after adequate 
experience becomes available from 
sustained operation of the Rama-
gundam and Talcher fertilizer 
plants. 

q) "O~lt ~in~ f«~ : ~~el ~T~lf I 
lTITTTli q~ urr ~ ~ \5ftr~ ~\?ITT~ 
~T~ :-

"The question of setting up new 
coal based fertilizer plants can be 
consi~ered only after adquate 
experience becomes available." 
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SHRl P . SHIV SHANKAR : 
Sir, on the question of adequate 
experience from 1980, I mu t sub-
mit that th is is a fa ir ly new tech-
nology as far as thes two plant are 
concerned . There is only one other 
pJant in t he world of the same 
dimention and that i in South 
Africa . Therefore, I cannot say 
whether we have attained adequate 
experi ence from commissioning it 
from l 980 with reference to t he coal 
based fertilizer plants. 

We could consider then for hav-
ing fu rther such plants. 

As for the Talwar Comrnittee 
Report, it is still awaited . lt has 
not been submitted to the G overn-
ment. 

~ ~t~~ pt~ fu'! : Cfiar aCfi ~ 

9;fT~T' ~ij'tfif Cfil~ ~f.iiTG ~ cmr ? 

SHRl P. SHIV SHANKAR : 
Well, tha t is a m atter which I 

ust ask Mr. Talwar himself. 

~~ ~m · '1N ~ ~r ~~r 
~~ ~a- fcti '3'1=itT~ ~ iif~t Cfiltrll . ~ ? 
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.... ? ij' • 

SHRI P. SHIV SHANKAR : My 
Hon. fr iend has asked with reference 
to the break-downs of these .two 
Plants . I m ust submit that both the 
Ramagumlam and ~- a lcher Plants 
have faced man y teething problems 
since they went into commercial 
p roduction . 1 he main problems 
faced were break-down of raw 
gas compressor due to choking and 
corrosion, leakages in the heat 
exchanger of the absorption refrigera-
tion system in the ctmrnonia Plant. 
air separart ion unit s, heat exchanges 
of Rectis J Sections, the frequent 
failures of blades of steam turbine of 
air turbo compressors, power inter· 
ruption and power cuts . At 
Talcher· be ides the a bove problems, 
the quality o f coal has been a major 
p rublem. 

SHRl SAlYASADHAN CHA-
KRABOR ( Y : I want to know 
from t he Hon. M inister whether 
the Government is considering to 
establish the coal-based fertiliser 
Plant in R aniganj where the coal is 
available in aD undance. 

SHRI P. SHIV SHANKAR : I 
have already made the submission. 
Based on t he experience that we 
might gain from these two Plants, 
we might consider future plants. 

SHRI SATYASADHAN -.CHA-
KR A BORTY : You are giving an 
assurance that if the result . is 
p o i t~ve, you are going to esta blish 
the· Plants. 
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SHRI P. SHIV SHANKAR : 
Then youT suggestion would also 
be considered. 

SHRI SUNIL MAITRA : The 
Hon. Minister says that lhis coal-
ba d fertiliser Plant has new 
technology. In view of this state-
ment of the Hon. Minister, may I 
a k whether the Government is 
aware tliat as far back as 1964 or 
J 965, a delegation of engineers of 
Sind ri Fertiliser Project submitted a 
Plan to the Government of India for 
setting up coal-based fertiliser plants 
in India? 

SHRI P. SHIV SHANKAR : 
I am not aware of this 1964 report. 
l am sorry I am unable to say. You 
are asking about 1964 Report. I 
do not know it. 

PRO F. K~ K. T WARY 
Perhaps the Hon. M inister is aware 
that 80 % of the total coal reserves 
in thi s country is located in Bihar 
and sometime in 1966-67, the 
Government of Bihar had prepared 
a feasibility report about the coal-
ba5ed fertiliser Plant at Ramgarh, 
Hazaribagh. 

In the light of this, I would like 
to know from the Hon. Minister 
whether he bas any Scheme under 
consideration to set up coal-based 
fe rtiliser Plant in Bihar and what 
happened to the feasibility report 
which the Bihar Government has 
prepared regarding this Plant at 
Ramgarh in Hazaribagh district?-

SHRI P. SHIV SHANKAR : I 
have already answered that only 
after having adequate experience, it 
would be possible for us to consider 
the other Plaos. I have said that 
this is a very special technology and 
there i.; no other Plant of this dimen-
sion r:xcept in South Africa. 

Television in the Hilly Areas 

"'233. SHRI DI GAMBER 
SINGH : Will the Minister of IN-
FORMATION AND BROADCAS-
TING be pleased to state the sche-
mes for expansion of Television in 
the hilJy areas ? 

1 HE DEPUl Y MINISTER IN 
THE M.JNIST RY OF INFORMA-
T ION AND BROADCASTING 
(SHRI ARJF MOHAMMAD 
KHAN) : Television Relay Centres 
are proposed to be set-up at the 
following hilly areas, in the Sixth 
Plan : 

(i) Kasauli (Himachal Pradesh) 

(ti) Kodaikanal (Tamil Nadu) 

In addition, a 'i,Cheme for exten-
sive coverage to North-Eastern re-
gion by setting-up a number of Iow-
power transmitters is under consi-
deration. 
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DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY:-
The question does not say 'hill 
areas' ; it says 'hilly areas'. There 
is a difference-like the Malabar 
Hill in Bombay. 




