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Land Degradation

*216. SHRI AMAL DATTA: Will the
Minister of AGRICULTURE be - pleased
to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that large areas
of land have been degraded and become
unproductive due to deforestation;

(b) whether about half of the cultivable
land in the country is allowed to remain
unproductive by being classified as waste
which could be nursed back to. health
by proper land management;

(c) have any specific Centrally sponsor-
ed schemes been prepared and implemen-
ted for making the land productive again;
and

(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
ARIF MOHAMMAD KHAN): (a) n is
a fact that deforestation leads to degrada-
tion of jand, The forest area of the coun-
try is 75.06 million hectares. About 4.3






