
9\\ Oral Answers PHALGUNA 24, 1900 (SAKA) Oral Answers 10 

seems Dr. Alva resilned because of 
personal reasons. We are etti~ all 
the more doubtful about it. What are 
the personal reasons? Is it because of 
illness or because of some difficulties 
in his family? Some grounds must 
have been mentioned by him. Yc,u are 
not prepared to tell us what specific 
grounds he has given: why this hesi-
tation to answer this question? It 
creates doubts in our mind about the 
whole proplem. ! want the Minister 
to tell us specifically what are the 
reasons that made him resign, 

SHRI RAB! RA V: Personal reasons 
are persor,al. He has written that he 
h .. s resigned on personal grc,unds. 

SHRl SHAMBHU NATH CHATUR-
VEDI: Why i:; so much time being 
taken?, Already there is a suspicJQn 
that records have beeD tampered wiLh: 
so why give ~ time for tampering 
with the evidence that already exists? 
Why is an immediat(' decision not taken 
to put somebody else in the place of 
Dr. Alva? 

SHRI RABI RAY, As and when Gov-
ernment decides I will come before 
parliament. 

SHRI R. K. MHALGI: May I know 
from the Hc.n. Minister whether he 
himself is satisfied with the reasons 
given by the Doctor? 

MR. SPEAKER: It is not for him. 

SHRI R. K. MHALGI: In the capa-
city of a Minister whether he is satis-
fied with the reasons gi yen by the 
Doctor is what I want to know. 

SHRI K. S. CHA VDA: Is it a fact 
that he found himself incompetent to 
hold the enquiry because in practice he 

is more in politics than in medicine--
he was an active Member of the Janata 
PartY'-5c that he could not hold an 
impartial enquiry, and that is the 
reason why he resigned? 

SHRI RABI RAY: I do not agree 
with the Member's contention. 

Cancellation of Trains 

"'343. SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA: 
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be 
pleased to state: 

(a) how many trains were cancel-
led and for how much period in the 
last 4 months on accouut of shortage 
of coal; 

(b) are Government aware of the 
fact that Coal India Limited has re-
peatedly said that there is nO short-
age of coal but shortage of wagoIls; 

(c) if so, what is his reaction there-
to; 

(d) what specific steps have been 
taken by Government to see that t~e 
wagons reach in time for loadiug 
coal; and 

(e) when all the cancelled trains 
will be restored? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI 
SHEO NARAIN): (a) to (e). A state-
ment is laid on the able of the House. 
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StateDlent 

Month 

November. 78 , 

December, 78 

January, 79 

February, 79 

March,79 

(b) and (c), Though there was a 
shortfall in steam co a"'!. supplies to the 
Railways, mainly from Raniganj area 
('1 Bihar and Bengal coalfields, due to 
some difficulties in the mines and fi ~

ing of a large number of mines by un-
precedented rain in the first half of 
the current financial year, steam coal 
offers by collieries in this area have 
improved recently. enabling the rail-
ways to restore the cancelled trains 
gradually. 

(d) All possible efforts are made by 
the Railways to match wagon allot-
ments with offers b;y collieries thrC'ugh 
inter-ministerial co-ordination. 

(e) Zonal Railways have been in 
structed to restore cancelled trains as 
soon as the coal stock position further 
improves. 
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SHRIMATI PARVATHi; KRISH-
NAN: Whenever there is a shortage 
of coal or any trouble, they cancel 
trains. I would like to know what is 
the system they follow, becau3e many 
of the trains that have been cancelled 
are some of the local trai.ns which 
serve the growing industrial and 
other areras. Therefore, I would like 
to know how soon he is going to res-
tore those trains which serve such 
areas, for instance, Vikravandi Trichy 
passen.ger train through which wor-
kers travel for the Heavy Electricals 
Plant in Trichy, central government 
offices in Trichy, All these passen-
gers going up and down are now 
severely affected by the cancellation 
of this train_ I would like to know 
what is the system. that you follow or 
just you take a red pencil and draw 
a line by saying 'local trains, local 
trains are out, etc.' Is there any sys-
tem or science behind it which is 
very necessary when you have got 
your developed economy and various 
areas are growing? 

PROF_ MADHU DANDAVATE: 
She has asked the criteria being 
observed for the cancellation Of trains, 
One major criteriOn that We have been 
observing is that whenever due to 
want of steam coal the trains have to 
be cancelled, we would try to find out 
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what is the density of traffic in vari-
ous areas. At some places, the den-
sity of traffic is high because of the 
movement of the industrial workers; 
at some places it is due to movement 
of raw-material; sometimes, it is due 
to extroaneous factors. So, we take 
solely the traffic density into account 
whenever trains are to be cancelled. 
In Case we cancel the trains on trunk 
!routes and main routes, then there 
will be greater dislocation. Therefore 
we cancel the trains on the branch 
lines and the loop lines. Here also, 
we see to it that all the trains are not 
ca,ncelled but alternate trains are only 
cancelled. 

SHRIMATI PARVATHI; KRISH-
NAN: Why should you coancel that? 
You should have cancelled only the 
alternative lines. 

MR. SPEAKER: She is only in-
terested in Coimbatore and other 
areas. 

SHRIMATI P ARV ATHl KRISH-
NAN: What about the office going 
people, stude.nts and workers? 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: 
That is what eX9ctly I have mention-
ed. I have only mentioned the in-
dustrial workers because I know that 
you have more sympathy fOr the 
proletariat. But I would also men-
tion students and other sections. But 
wherever traffic density is higher, r 
can assure the hon. Member that we 
will not cause any inconvenience. In 
any way, by April, probably almost 
an the trains will be restored. 
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SHRI KR1SHNA CHANDRA HAL.-
DER: I would like to know from the 
han. Minister the total number of 
goods trai,ns cancelled during the 
period and the total amount of loss 
incurred due to cancellation of goods 
and passangers trains. 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: 
Sir, it is difficult to give the exact 
upto-date figures, but I can say this 
much that as a result of floods when 
some routes were completely dislo-
cated, as a result of loss of revenue 
due to freight, loss of earnings due 
to passenger traffic being lost and due 
to some of the routes that were com-
pletely destroyed and they are to be 
restored We have lost earnings of the 
order of Rs. 30 crores. 
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SHRI GEV. M. AVARl: Recently 
I went to some of the places in South 
Centrnl area. In Andhra Pradesh and 
Karnataka, becau:;e of lack of coal 
many industries are working for 
five Or ten days a month. When I 
went to the coal authorities, they said 
it is because of the lack of railway 
wagons there. When l approached 
the South Central Railway authori-
ties, they said the S'8ffie thing. I do 
completely agree with Shri Kanwar 
Lal Gupta who says there is no co-
ordination. By what time will the 
Government be able to co-ordinate 
this between the Epergy Ministry and 
the Ministry of Railways so as to 
bring the normal supply of coal to 
these industries. 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: I 
have already explained how there is 
co-ordination between Ministry of 
Energy and Ministry of Railways. 
We have also set up a Monitoring 
Committee of the Cabinet which 
meets every week and we are trying 
'to sort out all the problems. I do not 
want to shift the responsibility to the 
Energy Ministry by saYing that every-
thing is all right in the Railways. We 
are trying to co-ordil1Qte things. 

As far as wagons are concerned, 
due to the change in traffic pattern, 
there is artificial scarcity of -wagons. 
That is the blame as far as Railways 
are concerned. As far as Energy 
Ministry is concerned; certain cate-
gories are in abundance. Sometimes 
wherever the pit head stocks are ade-
quate, -we are not able to have the 

wagons supplied. there. In some pla-
ces -where conveniently -we are able 
to supply the wagons, at thOse places 
the pit head stocks are low. We are 
trying to sort out the problem:;. 
Therefore, after proper co-ordination, 
as I, assured, by the end of April we 
should be able not only to restore all 
the trains which have been cancelled 
due to lack of steam coal but also 
ensure the coal supply required for 
industries and thermal power plants. 

SHRI BEDABRATA BARUA: I am 
surprised with the fra,nk admission of 
the hon. Minister that he needed 
wagons and that he is short of wagons. 
He is able to carry his own require-
ment of steam coal. The pOint is it 
is a very bad management if it were 
so because by ;not carrying a few 
wagons of coal he is paralying thou-
sands of wagons from being moved. 
This should not happen. He knows 
there was a time a few years ago .... 

MR. SPEAKER: I think we are 
having another debate o,n Railways. 

SHRI BEDABRATA BARUA: 
There was no scarcity of wagons. 
This is now due to corruption. He 
should admit it and the country knows 
about it. 1. am not satisfied with the 
statement that both of them are now 
sharing the responsibility and, there 
by, the matter is posponed for all 
times to come. I would like to ask a 
specific question. Why cannot you 
take over the steam coel mines and 
keep them under the Railways so that 
this question of blaming each other 
does not arise. Taking it over from 
the Energy Ministry would be a very 
good solution. 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: 
Sir This is a surprising sug.gestion. 
Fo; instance, if we have to tackle the 
problem of imports and in that we 
have to U3e the good offices of the 
External Affairs Ministry and the 
Commerce Ministry also, W1Juld you 
suggest that we take over the Ex-
ternal Affairs Ministry and the Com-
merce Ministry also to tackle the pro-
blem? It is as absurd 85 that. It is 
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the question of mines. Taking over 
the mines by the Railways does not 
arise at ell. 

.As far as mines are concerned, it is 
not that some mines exclusively pro-
duce steam coal and no other variety 
of coal. Therefore, this question of 
taking over of certain mines by the 
Railways only for delivery of steam 
coal, is wrong. l must correct your 
initial statement that there is no diffi-
culty in t ti ~ Our trains but there 
is a difficulty of wagons to carry the 
steam coal for railways. As far as our 
steam traction is concerned, we re-
quire 33,000 tonnes of steam coal per 
day. At one stage we were short of 
3000 tonnes per day and then 2500 
tonnes per day. Now, the shortage 
has come to a very low level aDd 1 
am sure that even with the present 
situation, we will be able to restore 
the trains which were cancelled for 
want of steam cQ'al. 

SHRI EDUARDO FALEIRO: Part 
(b) of the question suggests that Coal 
India Limited sayS that there is no 
shortage of coal but there is shortage 
of W'agons. Now there have been 
officiah from his' Ministry going on 
record and saying that at many places 
they have put wagons at the disposal 
of the cool mines but because the coal 
was not taken out of the coal fields 
and pitheads and put in the wagons, 
wagons remain un-utlised and idle for 
a long period of time. Is it a fact or 
not? 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: I 
have already state that the difficulty 
is that certain routes which "lre 
saturated and if we are able to pro-
vide wagons ... 

SHRI EDUARDO FALEIRO: I do 
not want a vague reply. I want a 
precise reply. I just want to know: 
had there been any incidence when 
wagons were there but coal was not 
there? 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: I 
am nut vague at all. If you are bent 

upon seeing vagueness even in preci-
sion what can I do? 

I have given a special reply that 
there are some mines where the 
pithead stocks are adequate but the 
line capacity is inadequate. At some 
places the line capacity is adequate 
but there the COal production is in-
adequate. This is the difficulty to 
which I had referred to only half-a 
minute earlier. 
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\: SHRI V. M. SUDHEERAN: Most 
of the passenger trains were cancelled 
in the Olavakote Division during the 
last 3 months due to the shortage of 
coal which led to students' agitation3 
and agitations of the local people. It 
Wlas reported that the coal supplied to 
Olavakote Division was of bad quality. 
In these circumstances, m.ay I know 
from the hon. Minister the steps 
taken by him to avert or to avoid 
further cancellation of passenger 
tI"ains of that Division? 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: T 

have already given the assurance. I 
will confirm that. 

MR. SPEAKEH: Now, I will come 
back to Question No. 323-Absent. 

SHRI, HARI VISHNU KAMATH: 
Mr. Speaker, I am on a point of order. 
I am sorry, my question .. _ 

MR. SPEAKER: I am also sorry, 
that question has already been put. 
Question No. 324-absent, Question 
No. 325-absent, Question No. 326-
absent, Question No_ 327.-ab:>ent, 
Question No. 328-Mr. Durga Chand. 

Laying of Railway Lines Durjng Sixth 
Five Year Plan 

+ 
·328 SHRI DURGA CHAND: 

SHRI, S. S. SOMANI: 

Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government have 
finalised their proposal to lay new 
railway lines in the various parts of 
the country during the Sixth Five Year 
Plan period. 

(ob) if so, details regarding the pro-
jects and the expenditure proposed to 
be incurred on these project during 
the Plan period; and 

(c) what will be the locations of 
the proposed new lines? 

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS 
(PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE): 
(a) to (c). Allocation for construc-
tion of new line projects-both-on-
going schem.es as wen as new projects-
is under finalisation in consultation 
with the Planning Commission. Final 
selection of new projects to be taken 
up, is made on year to year basis aftp.r-
proper surveys and in consultation 
with the Planning Commission. 
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DR_ SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY: 
Men tend to take their wives for' 
granted. In the same way. Dandavate 
takes the city Of Bombay fOr granted. 
I am not taking a specific question. I 
am very c01'1;cerned that the question 
of, laying railway lines, you put it in-
the Five Year Plan and it never gets 




