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\: SHRI V. M. SUDHEERAN: Most 
of the passenger trains were cancelled 
in the Olavakote Division during the 
last 3 months due to the shortage of 
coal which led to students' agitation3 
and agitations of the local people. It 
Wlas reported that the coal supplied to 
Olavakote Division was of bad quality. 
In these circumstances, m.ay I know 
from the hon. Minister the steps 
taken by him to avert or to avoid 
further cancellation of passenger 
tI"ains of that Division? 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: T 

have already given the assurance. I 
will confirm that. 

MR. SPEAKEH: Now, I will come 
back to Question No. 323-Absent. 

SHRI, HARI VISHNU KAMATH: 
Mr. Speaker, I am on a point of order. 
I am sorry, my question .. _ 

MR. SPEAKER: I am also sorry, 
that question has already been put. 
Question No. 324-absent, Question 
No. 325-absent, Question No. 326-
absent, Question No_ 327.-ab:>ent, 
Question No. 328-Mr. Durga Chand. 

Laying of Railway Lines Durjng Sixth 
Five Year Plan 

+ 
·328 SHRI DURGA CHAND: 

SHRI, S. S. SOMANI: 

Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government have 
finalised their proposal to lay new 
railway lines in the various parts of 
the country during the Sixth Five Year 
Plan period. 

(ob) if so, details regarding the pro-
jects and the expenditure proposed to 
be incurred on these project during 
the Plan period; and 

(c) what will be the locations of 
the proposed new lines? 

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS 
(PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE): 
(a) to (c). Allocation for construc-
tion of new line projects-both-on-
going schem.es as wen as new projects-
is under finalisation in consultation 
with the Planning Commission. Final 
selection of new projects to be taken 
up, is made on year to year basis aftp.r-
proper surveys and in consultation 
with the Planning Commission. 
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DR_ SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY: 
Men tend to take their wives for' 
granted. In the same way. Dandavate 
takes the city Of Bombay fOr granted. 
I am not taking a specific question. I 
am very c01'1;cerned that the question 
of, laying railway lines, you put it in-
the Five Year Plan and it never gets 
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implemented. Doubling of Chembur-
Mankhured line has been put in Plan 
after Plan, but it never gets imple-
mented. What steps will you take for 
instance in this particular case to see 

. that the projects started in a Five 
Year Plan will be completed within 
that periods? 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: I 
have already given a specific reply to 
this-explaining that we have given 
up the old perspective and are now 
concentrating only on a few lines, 

. fixing up the target date. I am very 
happy to announce that in the course 
of the last 22 months every line t.hat 
has been completed was completed 4 
or 5 months before the target date. 

·Coming to his constituency. he has 
not probably read the explanatory 
note to the Budget. For the line to 
which he has referred, the amount 
has already been sanctioned and 
necessary steps have already been 
taken. 

Maintenance of Hospitals Equipment 

·329. SHRIMATI PARVATHI KRI-
SHNAN: Wi1l the Minister of HEALTH 
AND FAMILY WELFARE be pleased 
to state: 

(a) whether Government have a 
proposal under consideration for set-
·ting up a special organization on all 
lndia basis to ensure that equipment 
in hospitals and elsewhere did not 
rust for lack of maintenance or tech-
nicians to man them; and 

(b) if so, the details and steps 
being taken if any, in this direction? 

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND 
FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI RABI 
RAY): (a) and (b). Government is 
examining the question of proper 
maintenance 'Of hospital ~ i e t  

but there is no proposal to set up a 
special oganisation on an all India ba-

. sis. 

SHRIMATI PARVATHI KRISHN-
AN: The hon. Minister Mr. Yadav had 
;given-before Mr. Rabi Ray took over 

-an assurance On the floor of the 
J1fuuse that special organisation would 
be set up on all-India basis to ensure 
that the equipment in hospitals and 
elsewhere do not rust for lack of 
maintenance or technicians to man 
them. I am surprised with the reply 
the Minister is now giving, because 
we are seriously concerned with this 
matter, throughout this country, this 
is a very big problem firstly the main-
tenance of equipment and secund:y th~ 
manning of the equipment. The pati-
ents are suffering because even such 
elementary things as X-rays are now 
quite often out of order, emergency 
equipment is out of order, and such 
things as the monitos for heart attacks 
and so on are out of order. I would 
like to know from the Minister. how 
soon the Government intends to see 
that these machinery are maintained 
properly and run properly and the pa-
tients are served properly. Is he going 
to put this matter on a war-footing 
or not? 

SHRI RABI RAY: I share the con-
cern of the hon. Member about the 
maintenance of equipment. But I 
think she will agree with me when I 
say that this question of maintenance 
the equipment must neces:;;arily be 
done on a localised. basis. We are help-
ing the State Governments also and 
we have established 'and. we are going 
to establish some regional centres 
which will be taking care of different 
States. I haVe told my officers and 
they have already written to the State 
Governments asking them to reply to 
certain questionnaires as to what they 
are doing about that. After I get their 
replies, I will also try to see that the3e 
Regional Centres are well equipped. 

\ 

SHRIMATI PARVATHI KRISHN-
AN: He has not specifically replied to 
this. If that special organisatio:l is to 
be set up on all-India basis, what about 
that or special organisation? 'The re-
gional centres are alright, they will be 
under you and you will be co-ordinat-
ing and so on. What about this U-
India machinery and what will be the 
type of all-India maclhinery-r Thls is _ 




