25 Orat Amswers

oy wiget g fe freedr ey ool &
ik ot ¥ wad forg g faar
t ? woere W gfew wy &
IR F ourdt e A Gy g7

MR. SPEAKER: If it is a long list
you can place it on the Table.

SHRI BHANU PRATAP SINGH:
All right, I will place it on the Table

World Atlas of the chiid

#1106, SHRI K. RAMAMURTHY:
Will the Minister of EDUCATION
SOCIAL WELFARE AND CULTURE
be pleased to lay a statement showing:

(a) the details of the world Atlas
of the Child published by the World
Bank depicting the wide disparity in
the living, educational lifc expectancy
and working standards for children
up to the age of 14 in the developing
and developed world; and

(b) the details of scheme proposed
to be implemented by the Government
during 1979 with the assistance of
World Bank?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION,
SOCIAL WELFARE AND CULTURE
(SHRIMATI RENUKA DEVI BARA-
KATAKI): (a) A statement is laid
on the Table of the Lok Sabha,

(b) It is proposed to take up an
Integratedq Nutrition Improvement
project in Tamul Nadu with World
Bank assistance. It will have the com-
ponents of nutrition delivery, integ-
rated health delivery and moniloring
and evaluation. The project has not
emerged in a final shape as yet,

Btatement

The World Bank has published a
World Atlas of the Child in recogni-
tion of the International Year of the
Child. Major sources of data in the
Atlas are said to be the pyblications
of the United Nations, United Nations
Educatfonal Scientific and Cultural
Organisation (UNESCO), Inter-
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national Labour Organisation (fLO)
Food and Agticultural Orgahisation
(FAQ), World Health Organisation
(WHO) and World Bank Country
Economic Reports ete. The Atlas {n-
cludes information and data on GNP
per capita, population, number of
children, birth rates and life expect-
ancy, children in the labour force and
education, etc,

India figures in the “developing low
income group” with GNP per capita
of US doller 141, There are 19 other
countries whose per capita income is
less than that of India in the whole
world. Average (median) GNP per
capita of Asia, North and Central
America and Europe are US doller
642, 1007 and 3019 respectively.

Life expectancy at birth as in 1976
for India is shown ag 49.5 years as
against 56.0 years for Asia, 69.1 for
North and Central America and 715
years for Europe. According to the
World Atlas, 24.7 per thousand popu-
lation were the children in Jlabour
force in India. This is against 14.2 in
Asia 1.3 in Europe and 6.5 in North
and Central America, Primary enrol-
ment ratio for India has been gshown: as
65 in 1975, This is against 80 for
Asia, 102 for Europe and 107 for
North and Central America.

SHRI K. RAMAMURTHY: This
question s mainly intended for the
children. Since we are now passing
through the International Year of the
Child, Sir among the developing coun-
tries alsp—irom the statement that hag
been laid on the Table of the House
by the hon. Minister of State in the
Ministry of Education—I feel that our
country is far below even in life ex-
pectancy, availability of nutritional
food, ete. and in the case of child
employment we are topping the list,
But the standards are very Jow. You
are aware that in my State, that ig
Tamil Nadu, particularly in the mat-
ches and crackers manufacturing area,
very recently a lot of deaths ovcurred
due to child employment. Now in
view of the year being Imternational
Year of the Child, in order to give
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.more emphasis and for developing the
standard of the children in this coun-
try with regard to the life expectancy
a8 well as employment what steps
Government has proposed to take in
-these respects as also with regard to
the woulc’m Atlas produced by the
World Bank with the assistance of the
UNRSCO, 1.0, FAO and WHO?

SHRIMATI RENUKA DEV] BARA-
KATAKI: Sir, the hon. Member has
asked many questions. First, he has
asked what the Government is going
to0 do about the employment of chil-
dren, Most probably the hon. Member
"knows that the Ministry of Labour
has constituted a National Com-
‘mittee on Child Labour. This Com-
mittee i8 considering this point and
the Committee will submit 1ts report
in six months, After receiving the
report, the Labour Ministry which is
‘the nodal Ministry on Child Labour,
will advise other Ministries including
my Ministry which is concerned with
Soclal Welfare, as to what stens we
may take to see that child labour is
minimised. So far as other guestion
is concerned, that is India is far
below in comparison with many other
countries in regard to nutritionai pro-
-gramme, that is true but I would like
to point out that India is above in
comparison with many Asian and
African countries, But so far as the
World Bank assistance is concerned
the Tamil Nadu Government in consul-
tation with the World Bank have
taken up a scheme. But when
this nutrition programme was
‘transferred to my Ministry from the
Ministry of Food, afterwards, the De-
partment of Economic Affairs, Minist-
try of Finance as & nodal Minstry has
advsed us to take up 2 or 3 States in
this country for implementing this
programme, Tamil Nadu js one of
the States and Orissa and Madhya Pra-
desh are the other two States. But
those two States have not come for-
ward. Tamil Nadu has come forward.
In this scheme, 70 per cent of the ex-
penditure should be borne by the
“Blate itself and the Tamil Nadu Gov-
efnment hag come forward that they
“will be adle to make provision of this
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70 per cent expenditure in their Sgate
Plan. An appraisal Mission of the
World Bank are visiting our country
within two months and they will fina-
lise this scheme for Tamil Nadu,

SHRI K. RAMAMURTHY: The hon,
Minister was trying to say that in
some other respects our country Is
topping the list and it is above the list
in so far as the Asian countries are
coucerned. But it is not so, In view
of the statcment that has been placed
on the Table of the House I would
like to poiat out that even in the case
of life expectancy and compared to
the average G.N.P. also, our country
is Jagging. 1 am rlad to know that the
Tamil Nadu Government has come
forward to implément the nutrition
programme, I would like to know
from the hon. Minister whether the
Government will urge upon the other
State Governments and even use its
force to implement the nutrition pro-
gramme in other States also.

SHRIMATI RENUKA DEVI BARA-
KATAKI: Use of force is not possible,
Two other States—Orissa and Madhya
Pradesh—have been selected for this
scheme. But up till now the response
is very poor., So far as the first part
of the question is concerned India’s
per capita income in US § is 131. The
per capita income of other 19 countries
is less than India. They are mostly
Asian and African countries, Simi-
larly, in life expectancy India comes
in Blst position. It is 49.5 years as
far as India is concerned. There are
12 other countries in Asia who have
lesser life cxpectancy than India.
Similarly, in the case of birth-rate
also, India’s birth-rate is 38.9 per
thousand whereas 75 other countries
in the world have higher birth-rate
Per thousand compared to India, In
some other respects also, India is in a
higher position than many Asian and
African countries, but in comparison
with the advanced countries, India
is lower. There ig no doubt about it.

SHR! A, SUNNA SAHIB: Thiz is
due to mal-nutrition and lack of gdu-
cation. WIill the hon, Minister come
forward to have a comprehensive
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QPolicy and also impress upon the States
to see that mal-nutrition is checked
and the standard of education of the
children is also enhanced on an all
India basis?

SHRIMATI RENUKA DEVI BARA-
KATAKI: So far this scheme is ton-
«<erncd, it is a sepcial scheme under
the World Bank. And this scheme,
uptill now, has been accepted only by
Tamil Nadu, If other State Govern-
ments come forward to accept tlu:
scheme, we have no objection, We
will recommengd to extend this scheme
to other States also.

Rajasthan Desert getiing more
desertified

*1107. SHRI S. S, SOMANI: Will the
Minister of AGRICULTURE AND
IRRIGATION be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Rajasthan desert is
definitely not spreading eastward but
the area within the desert is getting
more desertified, as per scientists at
the Central Arid Zone Research Insti-
tute;

{(b) whether huge sand dunes are
piling up agamnst hills in Barmer,
Jalore and Jodhpur districts; and

(c) whether Central Government
have invited the opinion of the ex-
perts from the foreign countries also
angd if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
AND IRRIGATION (SHRI BHANU
PRATAP SINGH): (a) Yes, Sir. The
studies made by the Centra]l Arid Zone
Research Institute indicate that the
desert is not spreading eastward. But
because of the human activities like
cultivation of marginal lands, over
grazing and rodent activities, the de-
sert conditiong within the arid arcas
have deteriorated in certain areas,
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(b} VYes, Sir. Thizs was olséyved
earljer by the Survey of India in 18§2.
The studies conducted by the Central
Arid Zone Reseurch Institute, Jodhpur
indicate that fresh deposition of sand
is continuing in the districts of Rajas-
than, ’

(¢) No, Sir.
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But because of the human activities
like cultivation of marginal lands,
over grazing and rodeni activities...
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