
23 Oral Answers JULY 27, 1977 Oral Answers 24

srowtr : it ^
im in  ^  I %fjp5T W T
?f^nft wqr?T WTT 3TTTT gTn?r

t̂*TT I V^Rt ^
sriTfft.. .  ( « m R ) . . .  ^  firf^^eT

I  gsTT ?t ^ ____
( w m R )  . f  I

Jm I  f% ?TTf5f ^
^3RT I  %ttK fsRHt

n>i*̂ <?i0  ^ ̂ 9% «) 1̂  r̂ 1̂ "dy

% fe«TTO ^  ^  I  3r m t  ?rk 
p??r ^  ^ >̂ ?r5rT ^
^  ^RVR 3ZTTT t  ?

MR. SPEAKER: I do not allow this 
question.

SHRI SHAMBHU NATH CHATUR- 
VEDI: Sir, I would like to know whe
ther governmcAit will initiate pro
ceedings on the basis of this Fact
Finding Committee’s report or after 
the Shah Commission has submitted 
its report?

SHRI CHARAN SlNGH: I can’t say 
that yet. It may be we may send 
some findings of this Committee to 
the Commission and on others after 
deliberation we may decide to take 
action directly.
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SHRI CHARAN SINGH: This is a 
question of opinion.

Super Thermal power Station in 
North Bengal

♦651 SHRI SAUGATA ROY: Will
the Minister of ENERGY be pleased 
to state:

(a) whether he is aware of the 
acute power shortage obtaining in. 
North Bengal impeding the develop
ment of industries there;

(b) whether there is a need of a 
super thermal power station in North 
Bengal to meet this shortage; and

(c) steps Government are contem
plating to meet this shortage?

THE MINISTER OF ENERGY 
(SHRI P. RAMACHANDRAN): (a)
to (c). A statement is laid on the 
Table of the Houa*.

Statement
(a) The prtteent availability o f 

power in North Bengal just balances- 
the load demand in that area. How



^5 Oral Answers SRAVANA 5, 1899 (SAKA) Oral Answers 26

ever, on days when there is a short
fall in generation or import, load 
shedding is being resorted to.

(b) and (c). While there is no 
proposal to locate a super thermal 
station in North Bengal, the steps 
being taken to meet the growing power 
demand are:

(i) The Raman Hydro-Electric 
Project with 4x125 MW units has 
been sanctioned.

(ii) Import of additional power 
from South Bengal through Malda- 
Dalkhola-Siliguri 132 KV transmis
sion line which is expected to be 
completed by June, 1979.

(iii) The Rinchington Hydel 
Power Station of 2x1 MW has 
been sanctioned. It is expected to 
be commissioned by 1978-79.

(iv) Jaldhaka Stage II with 2x 
4 MW units has been sanctioned. 
The first unit is expectt'd to be 
commissioned during 1979-80 a'.id 
the second unit during 1981-82.

(v) Installation of two Diesel sets 
each of 3.5 MW at Siliguri. One 
of these two sets has already been 
commissioned in July. 1977 and the 
other is expected to be commission
ed by March, 1978.

(vi) 6 MW of power is likely to 
be available from Lower Lagyap 
Hydel Power Station in Sikkim for 
distribution in Darjeeling, Jalpai- 
guri Districts by the end of 1979 
or so.

(vii) Some power i?; expected to 
be available at Siliguri from Chu- 
kha Hydro-Electric Project in 
Bhutan after that project which is 
under construction is completed and 
commissioned.

(viii) A proposal to construct a 
large thermal station at Farakka 
to meet the growing power demand 
in the Eastern Region of the coun
try is under consideration.
SIIRI SAUGATA ROY; I have seen 

the Statement of the Minister. It

seems to me that the Minister has not 
understood my question. I have asked; 
whether he is aware of the acute 
power shortage obtaining in North 
Bengal impeding the development of 
industries there? He has said that the 
supply of power just meets the de
mand. But. for future it is not good 
enough. I want to tell that whatever 
Statement the hon. Minister has placed 
on the Table of the House, it is not 
enough for North Bengal and there was 
a proposal to construct a thermal 
power station in Dalkhola, West Dinaj- 
pur. He is saying that there is a pro
posal to construct a large thermal sta
tion at Farakka to meet the growing 
power demand in the Eastern Region 
of the country. But I want to put this 
■question: whether the Minister will 
take a decision in a very short time 
on the super-power thermal station at 
Farakka and the thermal power sta
tion a( Dalkhola as they have done 
with regard to a new super thermal 
power station in Tamil Nadu at the 
time of the budget. I want to know 
whether he will give a categorical 
assurance on this point.

SHRI P. RAMACHANDRAN: With 
regard to the Dalkhola power station 
it was considered and the Planning 
Commission did not favour it as there 
are other difTiculties regarding the 
availability of coal and other things. 
It is only in that context that a larger 
power station for Farakka was consi
dered. For that power station, an m- 
vesticaticn is going on. As soon as 
the rroiect report is finalised, a deci
sion will he taken and with regard to 
the present position in I^orth Bengal, 
the report says—as received from the 
State Government and from 1he Elec
tricity Board in West Bengal—that the 
present availability of the power is 
just sufficient to meet the demand and 
whenever there is some shortage of 
power due to forced outages or the 
power is not imported from Bihar, 
there Is some load shedding. That is 
the report we have received from the 
West Bengal Electricity Board. With 
regard to Dalkhola, it was first con
sidered and to locate a large thermal 
station there, the environment and
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also the availability of coal was not 
favourable. That is why it was given 
up.

SHRI SAUGATA ROY: I want to 
know from the Minister whether he is 
aware that the Jaldhaka Hydel Power 
Station has already become silted so 
that it is not giving out any output of 
power.

whether they have been delayed beca
use of the inefficiency on the part ol 
the previous administration and whe
ther any crash programme is being 
thought of for generating power at 
an early date because they are all 
long te.-m programmes. May I request 
the hon. Minister to give us the shor
test time by which this could be over
come.

SHRI P. RAMACHANDiRAN: 1
know there Is a report about silting 
of the Hydel Power Station. I do not 
have a report about that. But from 
the report that I see, about 27 mega
watts of power is being produced there.

SHRI CHITTA BASU: May I know 
from the hon. Minister whether any 
assessment has so far been made with 
regard to the power need of the dis
tricts of North Bengal so that proper 
industrialisation 'of; that region may 
take place? May I also know at what 
stage the Farakka project is at pre
sent?

SHRI P. RAMACHANDRAN: It ii 
only about Farakka the investigation 
is going on, that is, about the coa] 
linkage. As soon as the coal linkage is 
finalised, the proposal will be consi
dered and when it will be completed *t 
is premature for me to say now. Any
way, the needs of the North Bengal 
will be taken into consideration a'.id 
by the time these 'power stations are 
completed, the needs of the North 
Bengal also will be fully met.

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEE: 
West Bengal is facing acute power 
shortage and lack of industrialisation 
of that stage and other difficulties ere 
being faced due to that. It is ’'ko 
well known that inefficiency on the 
part of the previous administration 
had created more problems than .solv
ing problems. May I know from the 
hon. Minister the list of projects that 
are there and also at what stage of 
implementation they are? May I '<no'v

SHRI p. RAMACHANDRAN: 'orae 
steps are being taken for improving 
power supply in North Bengal ana 
by March 1978 there will be an addi
tion of 3.5 mw of power. Again the 
transmission line from Malda to 
Dhalkola to Siliguri is likely to lie 
completed by June 1979. When it is 
completed power from South Bengal 
can be transmitted to North Bengal 
when there is shortage. There rre 
some small units also that are likely 
to be commissioned in 1978 and i;iV9 
and when they are completed 
power position in North Bengal would 
also improve. With regard to the gene
ral situation, I should like to inform 
the hon. Member that this Government 
should not be held responsible for 
whatever has been done in the past, 
because there was some slackness in 
implementing certain schemes and wc 
are aware of it. This government will 
take all steps to see, as already an
nounced in the budget speech, that 
under the 6th plan we would endea
vour to achieve self-sufficiency in 
power in our country.

MR. SPEAKER: Next, short notice 
question.

SHRI DHIRENDRANATH BASU: 
One minute. You are aware of tbe 
shortage of power all over the country.

MR. SPEAKER: No, no. I am on my 
legs now. I have called the short 
notice question. You are on the panel 
of Chairman. Please resume your 
seat.




