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CALLING ATl'ENTION TO MATl'ER 
OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

-contd. 

REPORTED STRIKE BY PORT .~"''' 
WO.ll'EftS OF BoMBAY 

!lOCK 

Mr. Chairman: The han. MinistE'r of 
Labour and Employment will now 
rnake a statement. 

The Minister of Planning and Labour 
and Employment (Shri Nanda): Near-
~ 17,000 port and dock workers in 
Bombay struck work this morning. 
This strike does not arise out of any 
demands co;:,cerning their own em-
ployment. This is a sympathetic strike 
in support of the municipal employees 
in the city of Bombay. It appears that 
this sympatsetic strike is intended to 
Jast till the midnight of 20th August, 
1963. 

As there is no dispute between the 
dock workers and the port authorities, 
no action is called for on the part of 
the Central Gove,.nment specifically in 
relation to this strike. 

As stated ,by the Harne Minister on 
17th August, 1963 in this House, the 
strike of the municipal employees of 
Bombay falls in the State sphere. I am 
glad to note that direct talks to end 
th-e municipal strike have already been 
initiated with the meeting between the 
chairman of the Socialist Party and 
the Chief Minister, and I hope that 
the strike will come to an end soon. 

Shri Bari Vishnu Kamath (Hcshan-
gabad): On a point of clarification .... 

Shri Nath Pai (Rajapur): May I 
know whether this stateme!lt is on the 
calling-attention-notice? 

Shri Bari Vishnu Kamath: On a 
point of clarification. The ho.n. Mini~
ter it I have heard him aright, saId 
th~t the issue of th-e civic strike fell 
within the S~ate sphere. We are well 
aware of that. But has he examined 
this matter from the point of view of 

Import.ance 
article 353 of the Constitution in the 
context of national emergency, which 
not merely empowers but requires the 
Central Government to issue instruc-
tions to the Stall! Government with re-
gard to such matters, as far as the exe-
cutive powers of the State Govem~ent 
are concerned? 

Secondly, has (:')vernment examined 
this matter of the dock and port work-
ers' strike from the standpoint of its 
possible, nay, inevitable, repercussio',ls 
on the psychology of the workers lD 
gen-eral and on j :le defence effort 01 
the country, par~icularly the defence 
elfort which Bombay, which is the 
urbs prima in indis of our is putting 
forth? If so, is the Government not 
concerned at the adverse repercussions 
on the defence effort of the country, 
and if that be so, what action is Gov-
ernment taking in this regard? 

Shri Tyagi (Dehra Dun): Does he 
want political w lrkers to be arrested? 

Shri Bari Vishnu Kamath: Sf'ttle 
the matter. 

Shdi Priya Gupta (Kathihar): On a 
point of order. 

Shri Nanda: Government is deepJy 
concerned and it is for that reason that 
the Home Minister in his statement 
here has opened the way for the strike 
,being brought to an end. In pursuance 
of what was stated here-and I think 
even before that-that line of action 
was being pursued. As I have said, 
talks are going 0,," wi:h a view to bring 
the strike to an end. That means that 
whatever is necessary is bein# done. 

Shri Bari Vishnu Kamath: Permit 
me to say th1t the Centra~ Go:,e~n
ment i~ showing masterly lDacti1'lty, 
nothing eIre. 

Shri Nath Pai: May I ask of th.e 
Labour Minister whether even at thm 
late stage, when matters hav.e been 
allowed to drift SO iar-deterlOrate so 
deplorably-whe:l1er he ~d ~~ Home 
Minister con~ider the desIrabIlity of 
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trying to persuade the Maharashtra 
Gilvernment to give up its legalistic 
and unhelpful attitude, not point out 
that the strike which began today is 
not a dispute for any trade union pur-
pose but a sympathetic strike? Is it 
not a fact that the strike which com-
mences tomorrow-{!ontinuation of the 
strike which began today-is a dispute 
aimed against the rising prices? In the 
light of this, shall we think it proper 
to continue sitting tight on some legal 
point? Do they not consider it their 
duty from the Centre to terminate 
this unhappy state of affairs? Is it a 
fact that the talks are going on with 
the Chairman of the SP and that the 
leaders of the strike are 'being kept 
out? Will he give an assurance that 
the strike leaders will be made free to 
open negotiations with the municipal 
lI.uthorities? 

Shri Nanda: I haVe stated the t"cts. 
I will supplement the information. 

Shri Raj N arain Singh, leader of the 
Socialist Party, along with a few lead-
ers of the striking workers met the 
Chief Minister at 8.30 a.m. on the 18th. 
The Home Minister and Labour Min-
ister of Maharashtra were also pre· 
llent. Discussions took place for nearly 
2l hours. After that, Shri Raj Narain 
Singh was allowed to see the leaders 
.of the strikers in jail. He again met 
the Chief Minister and other Ministers 
at 4.30 in the afternoon and di,scus-
Irions continued for more than 4 hours. 
The Chief Minister re,quested the 
Labour leaders to withdraw the strike 
and leave the matter to him. He assur-
ed them that he would do his best to 
look into the problem expeditiously 
and with maximum sympathy. 

Shri K. N. Pande (Hata): I have a 
very important question to ask. 

Mr. Chairman: Let me first call tl:ose 
Who are signatories. 

8hri Priya Gupta: On a point of 
.order. 

Mr. Chairman: Unless there is a 
-point of oroer pertaining to this, I 
cannot allow the hon. Member. 

Matter of U rgen t Pub lic 
Importance 

Shri Priya Gupta: It lS arising out ot 
what the La·bour MinistfOr just said. 

According to standing laws in the 
country, when there is a strike, whe-
ther with or without notice, legally or 
illegally, in an establishment which is 
a public utility service, the Labour 
Ministry is bound to intervene and 
take it as a dispute and arrange con-
ciliation. Therefore, he cannot deny 
that it is a dispute, and say that he 
will not intervene. 

Mr. Chairman: There is no poin: of 
order. He is making a speech. 

Shri Priya Gupta: No. He has ruled 
out intervention (Interruptions). 
~ ~, 'q'fq' aT ~ <r"lf,rt,\: 
i)~ ~ ? Let me continue. 

Shri PriYa Gupta: The point is that 
the Labour Minister said that he was 
not going to intervene because it was 
not a dispute. I have raised a point of 
order because his decision is wrong, 
because the dispute is there. 

Mr. Chairman: There is no point of 
order. It is only criticism of the Go,'-
ernment. Please resume your seat. 
No excuse for making a speech. 

11fT mm~ Ifm' (mR'I>'T) 
~ ~, 'q'fq' 'I>'T mm ~ if ~ 
w.r m ~ ~ q1ft ~ ~ fi:r<ft 
~ w ~ m ~T\: it ~:~ 'IT-
~I ~W~ ~ 'l>'TmAt 
itw.r~~1 

Mr. Chairman: Not a long preface 
to your question. 

11fT ~q. ~: ~ ~ 
<'rHlT ~ ~ I ~ q1ft q1ft ~ 1f;1<'f iI' 
~ fi:r<ft ~ fit; <'f1T'I1lT c;1l ~ ~
~ f,;r-r it ~o ~~ ~ ~, 
~o l?~ ;f\'o~o~oiTo if; ~, 
'Ill ~ ffiit iff.r, ~Il ~~ ;flU 
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[>.it ~ tIT~] 
~ ~ X ~:;m: ~ it; ""q""dhii 
~ ~~ 'Ii<: tt ~ ~ ~ 
~,~,~~~ 

q-rif CfQf it; ~ ~;ift ~ ""q"'dhi'i ~ 
fi:R 1~~~fiI;~mr 
1fft >.it ~, ~ fiI; ~ i:\m ~, 
~ ~ it tf;f m ~ ~ ~ WJ:-
~~I~~~'!il~it; 
fuit ~ if@' ~ I 1fl~ ~ it 
lWIT~fiI;~~~ I d<f~~ 
tfIIT fiI; ":{ X ~ Of 1I"R ~ ~ it 
~ 'WI" 1fR 'Ii<:, m iIR it ffi;ff ~ 
~, ""<'i)(~'ij ~ m:<mT ~, 
~lImITm~ l~lImITm 
~ i1'Of<: if@' mdT I ~ ;jID ~ 
~ ~~ ~ fiI; ~ ~.nf\!,~r;I1;:e 'if<'\" 

~~~lImITm ~~~ 
irt\" ~ ~ fiI; If 1 lImIT m ~ 
~ ;'fn:QT ~ I ;mI':;fur i;;;r ~ ~ ~ 
'Piffil; 1f ~ m"f>n: ~ srfu1soT 
~H WIft~ ~ ~ lI>:H ~n f.rmn 
if@'~~~ldT~mrrrit ~ 
~~~;;{1'ij'ijT.fiI;<m 
~~~lt~'Ii<:~~'!il 
~~ 1~~~fiI;~;r.r1ft 
~ ~~;r.r ~f.f;m:~~ 

f1I;m: ~ t ~ 'lilt mr <1f I If~ 

~ tRr 'ilTf~ fit; ~ ~ ~ ~ 
;r.r "" ffi ~llT ~ ~ ~ iii ~ 
m"f>n: ~ ~ I 

~..mr~~~~~ 
W:[ If[ fit; >.it ~, :;il WT 1Ht ~, 
W:[ ~ ~ dT qp;f ~ If[ m-u 1fTIl"<'IT 
~t~~m~~t: l;r.r,.;t '1ft 
~o:f:(~tfuit~~lft 
~~1Ht~~~. 
fit; ~nft"'c:f ~ ~ ~ 1{it '!il ~ 'Ii<: 
~~it~~ilif.fit 
81m: t? (InterNptiom). 

'lit <l\11Tt : it ~~ ~l/ij" ~ ~ 
~ I ~ d'F it lIlmT t ~ 'liT If[ 
~ ~ fiI; '!il~ m ii<:on: WR f~m 
~ it ~r ~ ~ aT 'l1[ !.<t 
~ '!il 'fI~ it if@' ::OoT WfCfr I 
m m ~ ~.~ 'I'U ~ ~ (Inter_ 

ruptions). I ~ cr ~ ~~ 'li'\. 
~ ~ it; fuit ~ m 'Iilw 

.,!Wrn:r ~ 'Ii<: ~ I I 
'Iit~q-rq'll':~itmf~ 

'IiT<m~~? 

Sbri Priya Gupta: Where i., tho 
point of order? 

Mr. Cbairman: The hon. Member 
should realise that he has made a 
constructive suggestion for settling the 
dispute. That is why I allowed him t() 
make the statement. 

Sbri K. N. Pandey: I also want to 
say something. 

Mr. Chairman: Is the hon. Ml:l15ter 
going to say anything? 

>.it ~: I cannot say anything 
very usefuL ~ ~ ~Q.T 'Ilfr fiI; If\?: 
lilT ~ ~ ~ ¥iT cr[ ~ lfiTlfImf· 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~,lfJ ~ ~ 1ft 
~ t I If:,! qm: ~ ~ <:<.T ~ dT ~ 't>T 
~ If[ t: fit;;r.r 'liT ~ t: fit> 
OJ ~ I .q ~ ~ ~ ~ fllf.t~ 
~ ~T ~ ~ 'fiR f~ I~ 
'liT If\?: l!flm'f 'fT ~;r.r 1ft 1ft\: mm 
.rr fit; ~ >.it ~ ~ m ~ 1fl! 
~~fl:t<:r'li<:~~~ 
~ ~. I W i\T;f it qm: 'liT( ~ 
1Wt >rt ~ fit; ~ ~ iii<: tt 'l'1:. 
m~i1.m~tfIIT~ I~~ 
'RIT1I'i\'~1 

'1ft ~'11'18 tfm' : it m'Ii 'Ii<: 1° • 
;f!fi ~ lilT ~Q ;mI' ~~ ~ ~ crt\: 
lI<f"l..q«lf:I -tT ~ ~ I Iftt ~·lIiTt 
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~ ~1 ~ f<f; <rg~~<ft 
;;n<r I~~~~f<f;<m<m~ 

~~~"'TqTo ~o iUrr'lit 
cfq if'IT 'fi<: ~ ~ 'lit ~ '!'iif.t 
it f<;i't ~ ~ (Interruptionsi. ?~

qfcr ~, ~ ~ 'fiT ~ ~1 fl1<:rr I 

it ~ ;;ft ~ ~ 'fiT ~ 'qnrr ~ I 

Shri K. N. Pandey: I also want to 
say something on this. 

Shri S. M. Banerjee (Kanpur): His 
name is not there. 

Shri K. N. Pandey: I am going to 
raise a very important question. 

Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad (Bhagal-
pur): Why don't you see this side? 

Shri A. P Sharma (Buxar): Have 
we no right io speak in this House? 

Mr. Chairman: He has placed before 
the House whatever information he 
has in his possession. 

_To mf ~ ",)ft1lT (~

GIR) : ~ ~~, ll~ ~~ if ~ 
~~~f<f;~~~1hr<ft 
1f1iT t f<f; ... (Interruptions). 

IShri C. K. Bhattacharyya (Seram-
pore): The other side seems to be 
carrying the day by simply shouting. 

Mr. Chairman: No, no. Those who 
have given notice are allowed to put 
questions. . . (Interruptions.) 

Shri Daji (Indore): In view of the 
constructive statement made by the 
Hm;ne Minister day before yesterday 
which opened up the possibilities of 
negotiations and in view of the fact 
that the view expressed then was that 
the negotiations were not carried on 
by the leaders of the strike, I want to 
know this. The reports in the papers 
today indicate that it is the Maha-
rashtra Government which is putting 
up . almost impossi'ble conditions and 

MatteT of Urgent Public 
ImpoTtance 

says that it may be left to the Chief 
Minister without there being no con-
crete negotiations. The :alks may go 
on, they say but they also say that 
concrete terms and proposals cannot 
be aCC'2pted till the strike is withdrawn. 
The Central Government has got to 
intervene and see that fruitful nego-
tiations of concrete proposals take 
place. Will the Central Government 
see that this is done and that the 

Maharashtra Government does not 
stand on prestige? 

Shrj Nanda: The hon. Member ha. 
not understood the precise import of 
what I said. The assurance of the 
Chief Minister came earlier. After 
that these talks have been going on 
and as I said the Chief Minister was 
expecting a further visit from Mr. 
Rajnarain. Therefore, it is not the ques-
tion of the Chief Minister as such. 
These talks are meant to find some 
basis some means of bringing about 
an e~d of the strike. 

Shri S. M. Banerjee: The hon. Minis-
ter Says that negotiations have already 
started and the Chairman of the 
Socialist Party is negotiating. I want 
to know whether he is aware that 
there is going to be a Bombay bandb 
strike tomorrow involving half a mil-
lion people belonging to the working 
class and if the situation is not check-
ed properly, a situation like that may 
develop in the whole country (Some 
Hon. Members: No, no.) Since the 
Government of Maharashtra has failed 
to negotiate because of its arrogant 
policy, is the Centre going to inter-
vene? (Interruptions.) 

Shri R. S. Pandey: Do I take it that 
the Maharashtra Government is at the 
bar of the House? 

Mr. Ch:1iiman: Shri Tridib Kumar 
Chaudburi: 

Shri K. N. Paadey: Sir, I have not 
been allowed to say what I wanted to 
say (hough I represent one of the big-
gest unions in the country .... (Inter-
ruptions). 
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Shri S. M. Banerjee: Go to Bombay 
and settle it .... (Interru.ptions.) 

Mr. Chairman: Shri Tridib Kumar 
Chaudhuri. 

17.25 hrs. 

[MR. DEPUTy-SPEAKER in the Chair] 

Shri Tridib Kumar Chaudhuri (Ber-
hampur): Sir, I do not know what I 
am required to do. 

MOTION OF NO-CONFIDENCE IN 
THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS-

contd. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Shri Tndib 
Kumar Chaudhuri. 

Shri Tridib Kumar Chaudhuri (Ber-
hampur): Is the hon. Labour Minister 
prepared to accept arbitration? Am I 
required to ask a question or to speak 
on the motion? 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: You are to 
speak on the no-confidence motion. 

Shri S. M. Banerjee (Kanpur): In 
the morning, the Speaker said .... 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: You cannot 
get up in the middle. I am very sorry. 

Shri Tridib Kumar Chaudhuri: As 
rise to support the motion of no-

confidence .... 

"1"10 ~ ~ ~1fI (~-
~) :~~;r~~~'IT 
~~~itit<:r~ 11M;;ft;r 
~<mf~~","~~~.nm 
;rZf~~~~~~~;;rrU 

~ I ~ ~ ~ ~ I ~l'f 'fT"i!f ~ 
~~~~il.'tl 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: I have called 
8hri Tridib Kumar Chaudhuri to speak 
on the no-confidence motion. 

"1"10 ~ ~ <=f~"" :~~~ 
it; m it ~ f.f; ~ <tilt m ;mr 
~i!il~'f@'~~;:r<lif.!;~ 
~<rr<mOf~~1 

Shri Raghunath Singh (Varanasi): 
He is not a signatory. He ClUlJ)ot 
speak. (Interruptions). 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Hon. Members 
cannot go on like this. 

Shri Priya Gupta: Did you permit 
the extension of sitting of the House 
toady? 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: The han. 
Member perhaps was not here then; 
I told the House that the House would 
sit till 6 O'clock today. 

Shri Tridib Kumar Chaudhuri: As I 
rise to support the motion of no- con-
fidence moved by 8hri J. B. Kripalani, 
I feel I owe an explanation to the 
House and to the public as to 
the reasons which impelled our 
group to lend support to both the 
motions of no-confidence that were 
tabled the other day. We first 
rose for the Communist motion, 
and for that, both in the lobbies 
and outside, We have been taken to 
task. One Calcutta paper has even 
gone to the length Of finding fault with 
us not so much for rising in support 
of the no-confidence motion as such 
but for rising in support also of the 
no-confidence motioon moved by the 
Communist party. This is indicative' 
of the fact that there is a section of 
Congress opinion in the oountry which 
is not so much against tlie no-confi-
dence motion but against any associa-
tioon with the Communist party. 

On the other hand., We have our 
Communist critics who find fault with 
us for having risen in support of the 
motion that is under discussion today. 
But I might remind the friends of the 
Communist group that a no-confidence 
motion is a no-confidence motion 
against the entire Government and 




