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members, 24 from this House, namely:—
Shri  S. V. Krishnamoorthy Rao, Shri
Bhagwat Jha Azad, Shri N. C. Chatter-
jee, Shri Homi F. Daji, Shri N. Dande-
ker, Shri Shree Narayan Das, Shri A.
K. Gopalan, Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath,
H. H. Maharaja Karni Singhji of Bika-
ner, Shri Madhu Limaye, dhri Ghan-
shyamal Oza, Shri Vishwa Nath Pandey,
Shri C. R. Pattabhi Raman, Chowdhary
Ram Sewak, Shri Shivram Rango Rane,
Shri H. C. Linga Reddy, Shrimati
Yashoda Reddy, Shri Sham Lal Saraf.
Shri Era Seshian, Shri T. H. Sonavane,
Shri U. M. Trivedi, Shri Tula Ram,
Shri Amar Nath Vidyalankar and Shri
Radhelal Vyas and 12 from Rajya

Sabha;

that in order to constitute a sitting
of the Joint Committee the quorum
shall be one-third of the total num-
ber of members of the Joint Comnuttee;

that the Commit*ce shall make a re-
port to this House by the first day of
the next session;

that in other respects the Rules ot
of Procedure of this House relating to
Parliamentary Committees shall apply
with such variations and modifications
as the Speaker may make; and

that this House recommends to
Rajya Sabha that Rajya Sabha do join
the said Joint Commmittee and communi-
cate to this House the names of 12
mcmbers to be appointed by Rajya
Sabha to the Joint Committee.”

The motion of adopted.

—_—

1424 hrs. .
RAILWAY PROPERTY (UNLAWFUL
POSSESSION) BILL
it f —_ )
IR HRRA, AT WIEE ATE ATST

?

IAETT HIWQT © T @RE ATH
qET &1
Y fvsta qeamaw © wow S arfew
BRI AT §, IWF AR AY |
Mr. Deputy-Speaker: I will
afterwards. sit down.
1633 (Ai) LSD—4.

hear  him
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The Minister of Railways (Shri 8 K
Patil): I be§ to move:

‘That the Bill to consolidate and
amend the law relating to unlawful
possession of railway property, as pass-
ed by Rajya Sabha, be taken intd con-
sidcration.”

Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, the proposed
Bill which I am moving for consideration
is a non-controversial measurc consisting of
two main points. The definition of pro-

perty and the power to the RP to investi-

gate and enquire into the cases which power
they do not possess just now. ‘The pro-
posed Bill is being sponsored i replace-
ment of the existing Railway Stores (Un-
lawful  Possession) Act, 1955, providing
for the proper investigation and prosecution
of cases relating to railway property im-
cluding goods in transit and also to provide
for deterrent punishment being awarded
to offenders connected there with. The word
“property” hitherto was :telined as the pro-
perty which belongs to the railway. But
the property did not include the property
that is in charge of the railways and for
which we have got to pay in case it is lost.
Even though the unlawful possession of the
railway stores is an offence under the railway
Stores (Unlawful Pessession) Act, 1955, the
Act does not regulate the manner or proce-
dure of investingation, enquirv, etc., into
the offences. The offences under the Rail-
way Stores (Unlawful possession) Act, 1955
are therefore enquired into in regard to the
provisions of the Criminal Piocedure Code,
by the police of the land. In the proposed
Bill, the procedure for investigation and
enquiry, etc, into the offences relating to.
the railway property is being provided.
That is also a change.

The need for introducing the Bill has
arisen because of the fact that the claims
bill which was 29.million in 1953-54 rose
to 42 million in 1962-63, which was an
enormous increase. Apart from this, the
amendment of the Indian Railways Act,
1961, has cast a greater responsibility on the
railways in respect of carriage nf goods and
animals. Now the railways are responsible
for claims for losses, destruction, damages,
deterioration and for undelivered goods
tendered for despatch, unless it is proved
that such losses etc., are due to an act of
God.  On account of these reasons, it has
become imperative for the Government to
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take effective steps to prevent such losses to
the railways.

Hitherto, the work was carried on under
the Criminal Procedure Code by the police
of the State. They have got plenty of other
functions and naturally this became their
secondary affair and therefore, the respon-
sibility now is squarely taken by the rail-
ways themselves. Due to he Government
Rilway Police being fully occupied with
the problems of law and oder and other
crimes including heinous crimes which would
necessarily claim their first attention, they
in fact do not have enough iime at their
disposal to pay as much attention as is
required to cases relating to offences against
railway property.

Then again, there is another difficulty.
The railways are spread over a large part
of the country and the property, etc., that
are entrusted with them are carried from
one part to another: it almost becomes an
all-India jurisdiction. Therefore, as the
juridiction of the State police is restricted
to its own State b daries, it b
often difficult for the police to make a
through and fruitful investigation into such
offences. Besides, the investigation of cases
in respect of railway property requires a
special knowledge of railway working which
the GRP is not expected to possess. GRP
is the Government Railway Police which
looks after these things.
fact that during the course of the investi-
gation, information of valuable importance
is elicited from the criminals in respect of
the modus operandi and the whereabouts
of their associates. It would, therefore,
follow that prevention, detection, investiga-
tion and prosecution of offences relating to
railway property are interdependent func-
tions which cannot be isolated from each
other. Therefore, the power of investiga-

tion and enquiry must rest with the Railway *

Protection Force. It is, therefore, proposed
to replace the Railway Stores (Unlawtul
Possession) Act, 1955 by a more compre-
hensive Act which is the present one, so as
to bring within its ambit the unlawful
possession of goods entrusted to the rail-
ways for transit and to make the punisH-
ment for such offences more deterrent. It
is also. at the same time, proposed to in-
vest the power of inval.igation‘ of offences
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relating to Railway Property in the Rail-
way Protection Force.

Sir, I move:

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Motion moved:

“That the Bill to consolidate and amend
the law relating to unlawful possession of

railway property, as passed by Rajya Sabha,
be taken into consideration.”

A fee e Tww . @9 w9 F
=t qifexr FY T A7 q9 T @iz
ATE WIS ITaT a7 M =7 qrfes,
Y W WE WA § O 1962
¥ g el § | FF AT W TG G
 qq TTo difgar ¥ & P I
) T 4 | S wieE ST
S ... (=EwA) o
A qifeqr 9X a8 oM ST AT
a ...

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: What is the point
of order?

Shri Raghunah Singh (Varanasi): That
concerns shipping.
st femm weEw o qr oww
MT FA & F AW g | gER
fodl & A qF GFAT ¢ | A FAEY
e AT¥E W AET IEW § A«
AT &F Fgf AR & |
Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Do not go to other

things; what is the point of order? What
is the rule that has been infringed?

st oot wemw : wifegwe
# ook g
Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Tell me what is the

rule that has been infringed. Otherwise, 1
do not allow the point of order.

ft fer qemw ;o qifemn-
ISR Mg W
R AT T § RS e
1 awe fear
Mt. Deputy-Speaker: There is no point of
order. Please sit down. Now, the time

allowed for this Bill is one hour. Hon.
Members will be brief in their remarks.
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Shri Nambiar (Tiruchirapalli Mr.De-
puty-Speaker, Sir, I have heared the speech
of the hon, Minister of Railways and 1t
appears according to him, ang it looks as
if it is an innocuous Bill. It is not so.
The provisions of this Bill will reveal that
this is not such a simple Bill. If railway
property is stolen or taken away by any
unauthorised persons, they are to be puni-
shed. Everybody feels that there is so much
theft and pilferage taking place in the
railways. It must be prevented with a
strong hand. That is accepted. But this
Bill empowers the RPF with the powers of
the police—not only ordinary powers of
apprehension, but even of prosecution. I
am against such sweeping powers being
given to any force other than the police.
Suppose a theft takes place in a State. The
first duty of the RPF is to prevent thefts
But if a theft takes place, the RPF must
find out the culprit and hand him over to
the police. The RPF itself should not pro-
secute. Otherwise, in a State there will be
more than one police force acting. Clause
2(1) says:

“‘member of the Force’ means a
person appointed to the Force, other
than a superior officer”.

That means even the Rakshaks will have
the right to apprehend and even arrest
without warrant any person who is suspec-
ted to be in possession of railway property.
Any RPF man can enter into a train, catch
hold of a passenger and say “You have
taken railway property. You are under
arrest”. He can be straightway arrested,
put in a lock-up, without even a reference
to a megistrate and prosecuted without
resort to the man being produced before
a police officer.

Shri Tyagi (Dhiar Dun): Suppose a person
tries to set fire to the bogey and is caught
red-handed. Should he not be arrested
straightway by the RPF?

Shri Nambiar: He should be handed
over to the police. There can be only one
police force in a State. Can you have two?
*Today you are giving this power to the
RPF. Tomorrow, if P&T come forward
and say that.they have got their properties
throughout India and. they must also have
a protection force which must have the
same powers as the police, then there will
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be three police forces. An industrialist may
say he wants his property to be protected
and he wants a force with the powers of
police. This is ridiculous. This power
can never be taken away from the police
and handed over to the so-called RPF. The
RPF has got a very good job to do, which
we appreciate. They must prevent theft
and pilferage. But as soon as they appre-
hend any offender, they must catch hold of
the person and allow the law of the land
to prevail.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: His time is up. He
should conclude. Only 1 hour has been
aliotted to this.

Shri Nambiar: This is a very serious
matter; we cannot be hustled like this.

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath (Hoshangabad):
Under rule 292, I move that the time for
this Bill be extended to two hours.

Shri D. C. Sharma (Gurdaspur): 1 support
Mr. Kamath.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: All right; the time

allotted is increased by one hour.

st siFRATg q%@r (FRT)
WS &1 WA @A A gar E fF
I FT IGA T WET TR I
e ST arfgd |
Shri Nambiar: Clause 6 says:

“Any superior officer or memper of the
Force may, without an order from a
Magistrate and without a warrant, arrest
any person who has been concerned ‘in
an offence punishable under this Act or

against whom a reasonable suspision
exists of his having been so concerned.”

We are giving powers to the RPF to arrest
people without warrant, without ecven. re-
ference to a magistrate. Mere suspicion is
enough. If they misuse such vast powers,
what is the guarantee against it?

The Minister argued that the railways
are spread all over the country and if a
theft takes place in one State, we will not
be able to get the assistance of the police
in another State, .and.so the culprit canmot
be apprehended. That is no argument.
Suppose a murder takes place in one State
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and the murderer goes to another State. Is
the law of the land not sufficient to appre-
hend that man? Similarly the railwayg also
an do it. This shortcut method of giv-
ing powers to the RPF, asking them to go
all over the country and find out the cul-
prit is not proper. ‘f oppose this method
of giving each and every member of the
RPF the powers of the police. This is
very dangerous not only to the railway
passengers, but to the railway workers also,

Let me give an example. Suppose a rail-
way worker doing work on the railway line,
after finishing his day’s work, takes his tools
home. Anybody inimical to him can bring
an RPF man and say, “This is a theft”.
The poor worker can be apprehended, ar-
rested and put in jail. This is most dan-
gerous. Such vast powers should mnot be
given to any one. It should be confined
to the police force of the State. I, therefore,
strongly object to handing over this power
to the RPF to this extent. It is against
natural justice and against the establish-
ed legal procedure in ‘the country, and it
has to be opposed tooth and nail.

st vgA fag : SuTeAE wRRT
# @ fagas &1 gfes @r F@r
g #R g arw g fF = afaa
I AES FT § I FAF TGT TR
iy w. fME @ § B wm
R 3T ¥ aw T § AR o
AW FT 9 FT IS0 AT A § T
M ¥ FW qg 1A § {5 ArC =i
NAT WM AISAT TN 1 &
A F@S &7 WA 1 I IA TG
g FON F W F oF e §5 wmar
¢ O A fawra TSP e
FTARIE R & qret A8
TRl § WX g SEal F@at
gar 3w vmar € 1 fe gEd
AR & W A1 owg @y G e
g FTHE A N W 9 9§ 9

art &1 <fF Al &1 I W T
=i A TE I A e A=< g,
frgrar wn fet el &
sk Wk WE ¥ ewre
AT &Y SR qga ST e )

oF AEd_@W & I ST
QT &, I FIE | § AR @
WIS G F FRERAT § W IEw
FSMFFI[E . . .

=t TElt Ay A A FET f

=t g fag . o s Exr
g

gark wrf Affa e 7 ow@
fes R frmia g fs
uF &F B AT AE AT Avfgy
MR T FA $1T FT 3G A AR
qar wonn 5 a7 smfeEs ey
¢ o 9@ 18 FWfadaw w6y @ a1
ferefY o T Y Qe TR T AfGFTC
IaF) faer STt @ | UF W a1 wrE
@ & I F, a9 w7 I9 I/ IqY
F g /AT FTFHA § 6 99 F o7 772
IEHT T F qIE AT HT IF AEHT HY
Txee 3 | g T TRFETAT T 8,
facger warwg A7 § | 98 A &1 wHAT
& | T TF e 79§ FAAT ATEL
%% T & A 79 gg A #1599
AIHY FT 9G {IY A7 AT A §
SFT 99 qficaw g §, IawT e

Shri Nambiar: Take him to the police
station.

st ATy fog - & 9@ O W @,
g 1 safau zq nreAT F1 EAME F FIAT
gl f5 O S & fware FAn
fagrag wrawas § | ST w@E F wiueTe
fean mar & ag aga & ATawaF wigwc
2 W AT IGF g wfwere ag
F Y 9T B N4 74T 7Y AF TR |
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oTT &1 F2 fo OF q€ W we e
H AT W & AT S UF W IqF
AT AT TR E A1 ST Y ATTHY ;AT F
aFY E fr IS T FTETFLIFSH |
ffegw e F1T § FETAeEA Ao
F¥ sqaear 1 & qwear g e qaq @
SUET UET WGHY gferq 1 [T g T
o} qvt ¥ Sifat & aadr § 98 av
T wF awar & o

# 7 faggs 1 @ F@T §
grg 1T ¥ gafag fs @ w1 @ &
wroy wfiwre fear & 1 o 99 o Y
WIE @Al  J9F! 99 a%F 9P AR
¥ mferwre Al ST A a= ww T
T T A FT GHT § |

=t @iy : fafrec agg ¥ &
fad gt 9 o S § 5 aw
whadfon faw 78 @ 1 @y D@ §
+E¥ FEY O TR AT Y IgT §Y qHav
g W IO A & §Far § | A HY
T F1 WY 2| | 7 A3 fF T
a AT g WIEHT W F &9 F
ol TR &, 1 a1 AT A 9 E § @
@ faar ¥ I 37 A 71 qFg g5
T {1 awdl §, IT O FE A WA
G &) ahaT & | T WG wIEHY ¥ A4
FT Y, Frasm 4 foaar A w7y
fear fv St 93 W1 | AfHT qiw &
a1 FER WIHT A FT ©UT F JAT
RE, A AR Y qE W@E I H ¥ et #
Frewamdy it ST & 1 qafed ¥ wgAr
ag & & stgi sy St & W e
I qAW F AT FW § I AW
F© shfadi & a1 AT Saanr $3
IUH T S AT IF FE T
og A0 S i shdT ST F1E oA
g, IAW GAT G2 §, I4HT I Aoy
¢, fos < o & 4 § 7
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¥ ww ug & fe S W oEw
qF ¥ T FAT FT W A LI
F IO Y THT IE A fAq
foew &1 Fqa awar =gl 6 s@en
STy aret & 4% afew 91 v ARHT
JH F T 9T 98 ST AT A AT A,
fagq aFr 39 ¥ w0 7, 99 F 99
afer #R fF 9 | OF T AqRHT
WY ST FT AT IAHT GAT T AR |
TR IH ¥ ¥ et mret ¥ 9y 1
FE A G F A A AR T JART FAT
BT T1fgd | o aF AT | ag T
FTA ALY AT I qF T9 qG F FAA
q ATIHT TS AT G AG AR 0
FWimm Aok s@ar g

IR AERT A qE |

st AT T 7@ 0 SRy WY
st W 4

Y ¥ (ATCNA) : T AR,
7g A [T M (AT AT )
fo=t & T & fadg vt g 1 & gwwar
£ £ <9 e Y o1 37 F71 R0 I
ot ¢ f o et @t § 7 & 0
Nt aga g1 &, Ig I qGT | FAY
gl qeqy farer fod S §, w9 GF
frarer ford I § AR s 3T faie
forl w19 & | & @ Sfai gl & | e
s Fifat §idr & 57 THIT F1 gaH
Aqad ag gt § {5 39 9 &7 faq
g T feqr 91q | 399 Ngq Fuimas
F8 § | 98 "W ¢ 0F 5= 9 gfeq
wE @ 78 § awwar § 5 Siw wr
&z fear st o fgrgera W Mg
I9 IUA EIA EAHE TH BT 4T | Jad
7o fqoEr w@ o 41 | omw wr
T THIT F1 I T@H 4T GH FEAT
qTEY § | W AW 3§ F g & AT
T 3few § %I 9% w9 a9 W
gfers Wt gt § | @9 gfed 31 € ag
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YAl 9T WA & AR 78 W99 gfaw
qUET S AGT ATHH G § AR AF
w1 W Ry F gfem &
q-ETeY W9 gfaw ¥ wgar g AR
IEH W GI-5FT FET AT E

3 AT T4 B Y TEA TR TEHAAE |

% Grg a9 gfas BN W agt @
2 1 gfer g oY 2wl § AT |
WO ARE, TR T
e WE gfae @ ST R FR
2 ? 3 THICF TAA TATHE FAT HF
& & 1 N fat it & 3T gt aw
THIA FT T , HIg W IART THE
T & | Y A qgi W e
A & 9T F 0FS wHaT § AR gfaw
R ¥ 99 F Y 0 qHATE | AT A
Y B A S FR AT IGHRT TFS
T gfa 9§ § v ST =ed |
AfF A qrae qE-gRFRT A1 & A
& T guw ¥ aE) ey & 1 @ H§ faar
R

“Any superior officer or member of
the Force may, without an order from
a Magistrate and without a warrant,
arrest any person who has been concern-
ed in an offence punishable under this
Act or against whom a reasonable sus-
picion exists of his having been so
concerned.”

IF ITE IR 7 oY qra
IFHT &Y T § | IF AT F W
¥ Fw o Frfae i F s § AR
Y 5o ATl & fergear ® 5o W
&, SUHT STICAIT FT qTAT AV AR
w1 Afed | 5| 7 3@ fawr 1 3o
g, fawsar § a9 @ Sifmmd

gy igaH 162 PN g

Jad "AIAF ITFT A e AN 71
sfeT 78 § M A F farrae
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Fhd & | HIERe e faw fasw @
Fahw | feT 5@ § oo qra g
“All persons, so summoned, shall be
bound to attend either in person or by
an authorised agent as such officer may
direct, and all persons to summoned
shall be bound to state the truth upon
any subject respecting which they are
ined or make and to
produce such documents and other
things as may be required.”

T S RN a7 ge-gedees ¥ gl
fei¥e st WX a8 s T
R IuT G aE of B o
Ia agt N R AIREE SR
AR I AT § AT ITHT FAHAT
A | T TH FY IS TR 717 79Y
FQ & | e B T qgt w7 Y A7-
TR § IaH Y wifawre 72 grm,
TaT sy faamr wfegd | Y Ffirer
SR FIS & 39 & o /15 w491 &,
I F [ 39T AR § wifqa 4@ &
& AT ITFT TAT FT T § AT I9
FH F g AT aFA | AfeT ;W
Fuea § 5 foolt W9 o @ 2
qE FT TG 8 | ATIFT I 9T a7
sarer fawara §, Q@1 AW gwar @
I e F@r g I § gETQr
@Y N A A | G TqET AT
afeq & qrg fare forarg wE @ a7
A A FE avedt FY FIRTICT R 0¥
3 A€ 1 VEH F 5 oA
HY @Y oFey § AT AR TSN mrawy
Fug fraw § @ 9w, 91§ Fey
09 Q1 W W a9 AW I
T gRITH B fear war ) 39F A
S g ¥ g goE w1 & |
ararET AT ¥ 5w I T v
FaRiMgr A T aw @ g
AT RNT TN AR E
TIFTMAAF & Forat B Fiw
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wrowr fafanr & sa@ st sEAn
&) @ 7y ofems qEETE FAE A A
fedrdn & ey 3@ | o=F fog feamr
AR TATAGT AT TIAT ¥ TR AT
[ 1 Fr F G A AR o wE i
St & [T ¥ 1wy W gfee =i
o0 N gferw § g TgT aeA 1 A
WY ZHY THC FT 6T § | 79 A
o Ay LA AT FT whEHE 2 ®RE
R Tl riEindgamw
3F T & 1| 7E 162 YT ¥ faww
AT | FEE A ¥ HY g far
afe ag wras feefoqe 41 gwr &
Y wreg a9 g faar a1, §F gwgar
gfFra 179 A 3s0 Jmiw E T 5@
a® T Ahfew F afeic &1 A A 50
18 A " GIET FT BT § | q@Y
DAINEFTAN®E S
Frgfree wid § wET § 3 W QY e
ok Tifesr agT B WRT THAF BT
& TH F 0T HOHY 7 Fg, & GAHAT
g 6 oy mmg ¥ w0 AT Aofgd o
Y A AN FAGERET FT €U
2 g T9T T | AR ATTHY TAT FAT
qfgl | ge TN W aFT AN A A
™E aR F 7T @F A qIR F A
TR FR
T &Y @ faeT w0

ft ®wo Wo Al (W) : &N
r@faa Mo € @ faw T NS
oY 9ev & SuE § wwew v g |
Ffe q oF I wE qvaw § F Fg
Mgt § | 79 fawr ¥ ag g Ag qwa@w
2 fr 93 MEama d S & IaRT 99
#1g gfag Y qrae 27 & Y ag WS
SSFIAT B 3 vy I Framr & svaet
TG AT AT § WE TAAN TR
TR, qg 916 AGY & | & IF AW F
FA T e § IgF qAfAT T W
FHITA & | UF |F FHAr B gfew
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FT 9 AT WX IAX g FT FH
T Fammar g AF R0

=t QA : I/ FT AW g9 faqr
a0

=t wo Yo Fa{ : FWAT T gaAT™T
¥ fr W9 TR B oK €T TEH-
Heg Y W g 9 #¥ sfo wiTo
No—aHe Wd gfag—aga & &
[T Y oF wT fomr I o

RN AR TR F@ T A
AR 3T NeFwT gfFg w7 Q@ av W@
§ T I €z TR B gfem &
t 1 T gfemior § W WE TREW
B Y g @A} & A A

V& A% HAETRE NN "HH
A A9 T TEH & "I qF & WA
gMT F AR R A g avar § 5
AR & B2 B FAY T & T
FIH F & AW A AT FHAAET
qYY G AGN G A AT dFS § |
WX § THY AT ] FH F T 9
R w1 fearfore a8 FX a9, a1 F
ITF AW A AT I F JTIFAG |
Tl greva A 3 NS B F AV AWy
AR FAFAE, T F AR A gq
Ant wY =1y fom forwrad faery & 6
3 91 S it F A wdfeay
#T 43-9F7 7@ &, 97 {5 @Y 93 T]W
TATE FTA AT, T T ATF AR AT
& qIT §I-IAT F qTF AWT &, I
FAA & oy qra-Ta & frea my

7w frerd gt mat & &5 e faely
sfeq & X ¥ g dvA@a gafoow
g i w ¥ Fod ¥ WET AT 9
fa gam ot AT @ & ey fRar
g1 WA &, A I@ AT AT & AT
7.4 38 & F QAT qafoeT w1 daar
T FOM | TR QAIAAT F@lraT
FT BAAT FLA FT AT AT I F GGG
faqr fody aie & Y& FA W
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[t wo wo ]l
qraT 39T TEF gfe| FY € 9,

@ 9u & fau 73 wrax aga AT @
T g

3 TR B FT AT T [
F 9T TS F @, Tww, @
1 Gl 1 37 faa & qra W e
ofew & wEFEN o T | W W
AT F d9 § 71 FenieAIE @ Y )
R oF 5l A oeean g, @ q@a
I F BT AW & | TR TF R a1
FIE AT AT §, A gEU 99 F WA
RH, feagefeee @ smar @ 1w
7 QA A OF TG w1 faar s, @t
T AT o gy & fafaw feamad &
i, fag w1 afcorms g 2w fv 3w
qHY A 9T T FTH GAR® €9 ¥ A
@, 9w F weE g

Sar 5 & wgr &, 9wt 9@ W
fawr & fafe w1 v &, fow Rw
¥ g faw amar war &, <@ &1 & awdw
FT g | A T § S anfaar §
I 1 g1 fwar smar nfge 1 qF wraw
& ¥ 93wt 7giew @ § Sfw gEe

o

Shri Shinkre (Marmagoa): There is mno
doubt that this Bill is highly necessary, es-
pecially in the context of what is happen-
ing today, when so many political parties
are indulging in acts of complete vanda-
lism, when so much of railway property s
being destroyed and a considerable part
thereof is being taken to sopne unknown
destination. But my doubt is whether this
Bill is constitutionally right and proper.
Because, as it is, the unlawful possession of
property, whether it belongs to the railways
or others, is a common offence which has al-
ready been prescribed in our penal code,
The penal code talks of receiving stolen pro-
perty. Rece.ving stolen property and posses-
sion ef unlawful property practically am-
ounts to the same. That being so, would it
not amount to some sort of discrimination
that only in the case of railway property
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there is a different treatment given to that
offence? 1 would respectfully submit that
the Railway Ministry should examine this
aspect of the matter and think in terms of
amending the respective section of the
Indian Pena] Code and bring the unlaw-
ful possession of railway property under the
common criminal law, instead of keeping
it as a separate law, Décause there will not
be any justification for keeping railway pro-
perty alone on a different footing from the
treatment given to simiar offences in the
case of other property.

The argument of Shri Nambiar that the
Railway Protection Force should not be
given these powers does not hold any water,
to my mind, because there are several other
Acts under which we have given powers to
other forces. These powers must be given
to the Railway Protection Force, because
this is the only force that we can expect to
be effective all through the length and
breadth of the country, because railways
have property from the northern most part
to the southern tip and from the east to
the west. The State police, as constituted,
has so many restrictions and impedi

Shri Bade: India is one.

Shri Shinkre: India is ome, but the im-
pediments, restrictions and barriers that
the State police have to overcome and cross
are so many. So, why should there be any
objection to entrusting this power to the
Raijlway Protection Force? If you say that
the Railway Protection Force is corrupt, the
State police can also be equally corrupt.
So, we have to see which will ensure more
efficinecy. 1 have no ‘doubt in my mind
that only by giving these powers to the
Railway Protection Force we can be sure of
some effective steps being taken in this con-
nection.

But, as I ‘mid earlier, my only doubt is
whether such a Bill could be enacted with-
in the framework of our common criminal
law. We know that this offence has al-
ready been mentioned and a punishment
prescribed for that. I know that by clause
(3) we are making this offence non-cognisa-
ble so as to take it away from the com-
petence and jurisdiction of the common
police. But whether it is proper to do so
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is a matter that the Railway Ministry must
examine first, because it will amount to
discrimination, for the same offence is cog-
nisable when it concerns some other person
or even Government Property, other then
railway property, but when it concerns rail-
way property it is not cognisable. Whether
it is proper within the framework of the
common criminal law is the only point
which the Railway Ministry and the Gov-
ernment have to examine. Otherwise, 1
do not see any objection to this Bill as such
and, therefore, I support it.

Shri Rane (Buldana): Sir, I rise to sup-
port the Bill. I do not agree with the
view which has been expressed by those
Members who oppose this Bill. In my opi-
nion, offences against railway property have
gone up. The destruction of railway pro-

perty is going on on a very large scale,
Mr. Deputy-Speaker: The hon. Member

will continue his speech the next day.
Now Shri Prakash Vir Shastri.
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