
SEPl'EMBER 3, 1966 of R;ce-supp11l in 

~ ~IUmo1 ttClf 'fU;ft~T 
~);n 1rr mfln;r ~. 'tlli ? 

-nR'~:;;ft~T 

-n f~ qe.n~:' ~~ if 
fOf<T.fi ¥T ~ ~ ~ ''1< ;p;~ 6 ~, 
~ITT <W ~ ~h ~ ~ ;r, !l' VTfJrqt 
;;-<tir m<1<ft ~, ilt It lIFort ~~ ~ 
;;rr;r;n ~ [ fit; ~,~T ~ ~ ~R'fiT 
~1:li<J;;f f.r.<IT ~ ~.'h:: H ;r<ft~ 'I< qg'~ 

~ fit; ~ Oft mI''f; ~lT ~ ~<f" 
f1{!il if; om: i!' ~ ~~).m ifo"t ~ I Il~ ~ 
~) ~ ~lf ifo"t ~ ~~) ;mffi) 
'fit ~m ~ ~ ~,'!; ~<H '3'fH 'fi'~ 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ q'fit ifo"t, ~ 
~ ~ ll:Prr I ~~ ~qif n ~ ~;r 
'liT r~ ;rit ~ ~ ~rn~ 
~ 'fit ~ ~~ lfIiTfit; ~ 'liT 
w-rrqmn~~1 

'lT~)~: ~~m~'I{~ 
'R '1'R fif>lli ~ I 

-n IiRPf ~ : ~ 'f"T 
~~~,~~ ~~t~ 
;;rr.riFlfr ll: lIfr.tit ( ..... (~ ) 

11.28 hn. 
CALLING ATTENTION TO A MATTER 

OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

REPORTID DFPLF,TION 01: RICE STOCK IN 

KFJlALA AND PROPOSED CUT IN JUCE RATION 

Shr! A. V. Raghavan (Badagara): I caIl 
lhe attention of the Minister of Food, 
Agriculture, Community Development and 
Coopf'ration to the following matter of 
urgent public importance and request that 
hr rna" make a statement· thereon: 

"The reported depletion of rice stock 
in Kerala and the proposed cut i. 
the rice ration.". 

The Minuter of Food, Agricultu~, 
.community Development and Cooperation 
(Shri C. Subramaniam): It is a fact that 
the stocks of rice available with the Gov-
ernment for distribution through informal 
t'afinning that is in force in Keralla have 

Kerllia (C.A.) 
become d~pleted. Tbis U the leaDeIIt 
period for \lte rice aop season and Ilocb 
of rice available with Government 'of India 
h.ave fallen to a low level' all over tile 
country and not in Kerala aIlo"e. Aa the 
Hou.., is aware, we had a sbortfall of 8.4 
million tonnes of rice. We bave Ilepped 
up our imports of rice to the maximlUJl 
extent possible. It is expected that witll. 
the steady arrivals of the rice that baa 
been purchased abroad and with the 
rei...... from thestocb from tbe surplua 
Stat.,., it will be possible to ke<op the distri· 
bution system going tim the· situation im-
proves, with the harvesting of the new ria: 
crop. The Government is watchi;'g the 
position very carefully and is doing f!VU"{ 

thing po!IIible 10 maiBtain supplies to tbe 
State. There is no propo1al for any _ 
diatc: cut in the rice ration in Kenla. 

Sbrl A. V. RagIIavaD: May I know what 
is the quantity of rice required this month 
and what is the pn:tent Slock. position ill 
the State? 

Sltri C SuIlramaDiam: Generally I do not 
give the stock (>DOinon. But we bave ad/:-
quate rice to meet the situation for diStri-
bution during September. 

Sltri Kappea (Muvauupuzba): Are Goy· 
enunenl aware that ~nYlf.amiliea. in K.erala 
today do without a meal a day and the 
price of rice in, m ... y parto at the State 
ranges from Ro. 2.80 to Ro. 5:00 and even 
at that pri~ rice is nol 3'.'ailable, while- in 
the neighbouring State of Madras the prlce 
is much lower? What steps are Govern· 
ment taking to rush rice to the Stale _d 
aI!JO .•.. 

Mr. Speaker: Not SO many questioru. 
Sbri Koppen: r. it a100 " fact that the 

shortage of rice is due to corrupt practice.. 
in some of the checkposts? What steps = 
Government taking to remedy this liMU-

tion? 

Shri C. Subramaniam: As far as the 
distribution is concerned, it is only ill 
Kcrala State that every individual is assured 
of a supply of rice and wheat; it happens 
in no other StaLe, and it is only with regard 
to the extra quantities available that some 
people purchase in the open market. Eve. 
with re~rd to the open market priet:, 
prices in Madras have also shot up; if any-
thing. in my own district adjacent to Kerala, 
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[Sbri C. Subramaniam] 
it ill muck more than ill l.uaIa. TIlii iI 
bound to be because this is the leanest 
aeasoD. the prc-harvest season, The harvest 
i. coming in Kerala just DOW and aIIo ill 
October. Ao a matter of fact, during the 
last two wee'" there is a significant drop 
in the open market price in I.erala. 

Shri P. Kunhan (palghat): Is it not a facl 
llIat all sections of people have put forward 
a persistent demand that they must be 
supplied ISO gms. of rice? Wha t iI the 
reaction of Government to that dema~d? 

~hri C. Subramaniam: At preoent, we 
(annot consider any increase. It is with 
V""t dilliculty that we will be alLe to maID· 
lain even the presen t level. 

Shri A. K. Gopalan (Kasergod): He ha. 
uid in his statement that the stocks of rice 
available with Government have become 
depleted. Ife also stated .that it is possible 
to keep the distribution system going till 
the situation improves with the harveating 
of the new paddy crop and also with stocks 
availat;;le from the surplus States. With 
regard to availability from surplus States, is 
it a fact that the availability was much less 
than the target? Also as regards the 
barvesting of the new paddy crop, is it trut 
that due to a bad barvest, there is a 
shortage? If so, what steps are Govern-
ment taking to avoid an immediate cut in 
the rice ration? 

Shri C. Subramaniam: Unfortunately, less 
year even in the to-ea.lled surplus states, 
the production was very much less than 
before. Therefore, they are not in a posi-
tion to supply as much as we expected from 
them.. In 8pite of that. I have given an 
assurance'tbat it woul~d be po8sible to keep 
the diotribution system going by imports 
and also reliana: on whatever quantities 
we are able to get from surplus States. 
They are also coming to our help; in "pite 
of difficulties in their own States, they ar~ 
giving us !lOme quantities for diltributlon 
in I.erala. 

Shri Tridib Itumar Cbaudhuri (Berham-
pur): clhe Minister stated that it would be 
possible because of importo and also sup. 
plies available from surplus States to keep 
llIe distribution l}'lltem as it is going. But 
has he taken into consider.ation the fact 

tIlat although this is the Iran leason, it hOI 
always been the complaint in Kuala that 
tbe rice quantum there iI very ~ 
Taking all these thingB into amaideration, 
may 1 know whether there is any propooal 
at leaat to inCTUae the import quanEUm, 
or i. there any possibility of getting add,· 
tional imports in the near future, so that 
something can be done in E.~rala? 

Shri C. Subramaniam: We are trymg to 
get as much import as poasible. Unfortun-
ately, ria: is a scarce commodity in the 
world market,· but . we have tearch.ed 
throughout the world, and wherever rice 
was abailable even at a b·igh price, it hIlS 
been possible for us to purchase and we arc 
getting them. As far a9 the rice cont~nt in 
the ration of Kerala is concerned, I am 
sure the hon. Member will make a com-
parison between what is distribut~d· in West 
Bengal and in KeraIa. As a matter of fact. 
Kerala is getting a little higher than what 
is heing given in even West Bengal. 

Shri Nambiar (TiruthirapaUi): It i. far 
less than the need. Why can't you gi\o'e 
two more ounles. 

Shri 'C. Subramaniam: How can I give It 
unless 1 have it? 

Shl"i Vasndevao Nair (Ambalapuzha):. III 
the first place I challeng his statement that 
the open market prices in his own distrlc[ 
are much more than in Kerala. He has 
to prove it by facts and figures. we do not 
agree with that. 

My question is this. Two months back 
there reports that the Minister had a diS'· 
cussion with the Andhra and Madras Chief 
Ministers and he wanted .loaning of food-
gnins, rice. from those two Chief Ministers 
for supply. to Kerala. What I shou Id like 
to undentand from the Minister is thu. 
whether it i. the responsibility of the 
Madras and Anrlhra Chief Miniaters to 
supply rice to kerala or whether it i. the 
direct responsibility of the Union Govern-
ment to supply rice to lC.era1a~ whether we 
get it only if they give or whether Mr. 
SUbramaniam and bis Ministry are respon-
sible for it. 

Shri C. SubramaDiam: I tate full r<lpOO-
sibility for the suppey to 1teraIa, and I aID 
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trying my best to keep l..erala supplied. 
Tbe State Governments of Madras and 
Andhra also bave <XH>perated in this effort.. 
Instead of appreciating. I bope they will 
not cast aspenons on these Government!. 

Mr. Spaker: Sbri Muhhamad Isii..il. Sbri 
H iren M ukerjee. . 

Sbri MaiDkre (Marmagoa): Mr. Ismail is· 
there. 

Mr. Speak«: I did canI him. he did not 
.. and up. 

SIlri Sbinkre: He did not hear. 

AD bon. Member: Tbe Minister has left. 

Mr. Speaker: He does not want to put 
any que!tioll unnecessarily. 

11.36 bn. 

R£ THREATENED CLOSURE OF 
RIVER STEAM NAVIGATION COM· 

PANY IN ASSAM 

Shri Hem Barua (Gauhati): I want to 
make a humble submissIon for your consi· 
deration: I addressed a short notice ques-
tion to the Transport MiniSter about a 
disturbing report regarding the threat 
posed by the River Steam Navigation Co. 
to close down thl"ir services in Assam from 
6th September. This would not only throw 
out of employment many people; that being 
a strategic area, if the services are dosed 
doWn like that. you can understand the 

<ODle<Juences .• 

Thi5 .morning I got a communication 
from your ollice tdlJing me that there are 
two or three short notice qUe!tions already 
"'hich the Government have accepted and 
which )'OU have also accepted, and therefore 
nor more short notice questions can be 
admitted. Yet the relevant question arises 
whether you have stipulated any number, 
that not more than thIe et.hort notice ques-
tions can be taken up on a day. One is 
that. Another is whenever there is a very 
important matter, a very urgent matter 
like this, threatening to close down the 
river steam navigation services in Assam. 
which is one of the 'Pain arteries of rom-
mnnication in that frontier State, whether 
that an be taken up or not, Or whether 
th;H can be brushed aside as you have 

brushed aside just DOW darouF your CDIU' 
munication. 

Mr. Spaker: He need not We sucb worda 
that I have brushed aside anything. Tb£ 
Members would realise that normally it 11 
onlly one short notice question that we 
admit, and this time in this session I have 
l>ccn admitting them freely and the MinU-
ten have also accepted them. We have 
been getting them daily these days, and 27 
or SO notices have already been covered. I 
have PUL two and three also for the rest of 
the days. 

Sbrl Hem Barua: Why not make it four? 

Mr. Speaker:. The tiDle factor also should 
be there. Some business should also be 
dOl1~. 

Sbri Hari Viobnu Kamatb (HoolalQlga-
bad: This is 'il obusine..? 

Mr. Speaker: This i, extra-ordinary bu.i· 
ness. I have aIIIowed even three QUestioru 
• day: today also we had three questions. 

Sbri Hem Barua: Every day I am getting 
telegrams and express letters from the pe0-
ple who are affected in Assam. 

Sbri Surendrauatb Dwindl" Th is beine 
an important subject .... 

Mr. Speaker: I will con,ider if it it poooi. 
ble. 

lUI bn. 
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