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things, then too-

"but wishes to adopt the well .. 
"known parli'lllnentary practice of 
catching the Speaker's eye may 
stand in his seat whenever ,he 
wishes to take part in a debate. 
Unless"- -

this is forgotten and we are not 
-acting. upon it perhaps; Shri Sinha-
All Singh too would be satisfied with 
it-

"Unless a member rises in his 
seat and catches the Speaker's 
eye, he shall not be called upon 
by the Speaker to speak, irres-
pective of whether he has sent his 
name through his party or group 
or written direct to the Speaker." 

So, we will try to follow it. EVery-
one, who has to speak, whether his 
name is contained in the list or not, 
will have to stand. 

Shri Bari Visbnu Kamaih: Cne 
more method may be permitted. If 
he cannot catch your eye, he may 
catch WOUr ear. 

Mr. Speaker: So far as the Oppo-
sition groups are concerned, there is 
no difficulty at all becaUSe the time 
is divided und apportioned to them. 
Allotment of time is made to them, 
they choose their OWn speakers and 
send in only that name. Therefore, 
lIere there is no difficulty at aU. 

Shri Sham Lal Sarat (Jammu and 
Kashmir): But they also leave the 
House ... 

Mr. Speaker: That is right. It is 
correct that as soon as a Member 
completes his speech, he just loes 
away. He is not concerned and does 
not feel interested in listening to the 
reply at all. That is not fair. A 
Member should be here after he has 
made his speech. 

ShrlSureruJraDath Dwtved;r: We 
We always there for the reply. 

Mr. Speaker: I find, most '14embers 
go away; they do not care to listen 
to the reply even. There are some 
who have taken care to write to me 
when they cannot be present that they 
would not be present; but, there are 
others who Just finish their speeches 
and go away. That happens on both 
sides. 

13 hrs. 

Dr. ltanen.Sen (Calcutta East): 
Sometimes, the Ministers also are 
absent when the speeches go on here. 

Mr. Speaker: In such cases, my 
attention is drawn at once to it, and I 
always - ask the Ministers to remain 
present. 

The over-riding factor would 
ulways remain catching the eye of 
the Speaker. 

Shri Kari Visbnu Kamath: May be 
the ear also. 

Shri ADsar Barvani (Bisauli): 
There ibave ibeen cases where the 
names of Memibers have been taken 
by the Chair, Qlld they have not been 
Present here, but when they come 
back they have been allowed to 
speak; and there was no question of 
catching the eye of the Speaker also 
in their case. 

Mr. Speaker: That might have hail-
pened, but 1 have said that we shall 
try to follow this. 

13.01 hrs. 

DEMANDS FOR G~OfItd. 

MINISTRY OF lNFolUllIATlON AND BROAD-

cASTING-COntd. 

Mr. Speaker: Now, we shall take 
up further discussion and voting on 
the Demands for Grants relating to 
the Ministry of Information and 
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[Mr. Speaker] 
Broadcasting. Shri Hem Barua might 
resume his speech now. He hfid 
already taken 10 minutes yesterday. 

Shri SurendraDath Owivedy (Kenu-
.tapara): Yesterday, he came to the 
rescue of the House. 

Shri Bari Vishnu Kamath (Hoshan-
gabad) : 'l'h~ House would Ira"oe been 
adjourned i! he had not spoken yes-
terday. 

Shri Hem Barna (Gauhati): I volun-
teered to speak. 

Shri WariOr (Trichur): I have to 
make one request to you. Yesterday, 
we were not able to move our cut 
motions. I hope you may kindly be 
pleased to allow Us to move those cut 
motions now. 

Mr. Speaker: The !hon. Member may 
kindly send me the chit indicating the 
numbers of those cut motions. and I 
shall treat them as moved. 

Shri Hem Barna: Yesterday, I said 
that I did not want the All India Radio 
to be a glorified institution of insipid 
programmes, for no other medium 
reaches the people as it does. I wanted 
the All India Radio to be a living insti-
tution, not a moribund one, One capable 
of stimulating the creative impulses of 
OUr people into significant responses. 
But has it been able to do so? It has 
not been able to do so. And why? It 
is becaUSe the All India Radio is a 
mouthpiece of the Government wedded 
to the stereotyped principles of mana-
gement and control, and because it is 
bureaucracy-oriented and not mass-
oriented. I would say that there should 
be a greater variety of programmes 
or there should be more of regional 

. programmes, because our country is 
vast. But is that possible unless a 
certain measure of independence and 
initiative ioS given to the directors of 

.. the regional stations, which the All 
India Radio is not giving at present? 
It would not .be possible without that 
measure of initiati.ve and independence 
given to the station directors of the 
~gional st;ltions. 

Now, I would say a word about the 
staff artistes. As Shrimati Indira. 
Gandhi would agree, the staff artistes· 
are the backbone of the All India 
Radio, but for their contributions, thE' 
Ail India Radio cannot function even 
for a day. But what is the treatment . 
meted out ·by our Government to the 
staff artistes of the All India Radio? 
The staff artistes are treated almost 
like pariahs without any security of 
service or anythi.ng of th·at sort. I do 
not understand why Government can-
not absorb the staff artistes into the 
permanent cadres of service? Can 
you tell me of any democracy in. 
which its citizens are treated as our 
Government are treating the staff 
artistes today? No country has ever 
done such a thing, and I would say 
that this is a ;fraud on human con-
science. I hope and trust that 
Shrimati Indiil"a Gandhi who has-
imbibed and inherited so many ster-
ling qualities of her father will do 
everything possible in her power to 
reverse this sorry scheme of things 
entirely. 

Government have appointed the 
Ashok Chanda Commi.ttee on broad-
casting. But I would say that this is 
not enough. They should appoint it 
commissiOn of inquiry, just as they 
appointed one for the press, and 
another for the films some years back, 
to enquire into the working of the All 
India Radio, not to witch-hunt but to 
suggest measures towards the improve_ 
ment of its workiong. I am quite con-
vinced in my mind that if the AU 
India Radio is converted into a corpo-
ration or it is converted into an 
institution like the BBC wi,th a similar 
measure of initiative and indepen-
dence, much of the bureaucratic 
malady which plagues the All India 
Radio today will go. May I point out 
that year in and year out this sugges-
tioon to convert AIR into a corporation 
has been made on the floor of this' 
House, and year in and year out OUT' 
Government have brushed this (IUAeII-
tion without any plausible argumeDt 
whatsoever to 'buttress their rejection 
of the suggestion? . 
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Shri Khadllkar (Khed): For good 
reasons. 

Shri Rem. Baraa: What are the good 
reasons? 

:Shri Kbadjlkpr: I shall tell my hon. 
friend later 011. 

Shri Rem. Baraa: The only reason 
is this, and I can tell this to my hon. 
friend just now. This deepens the 
suspicion in me, that Government do 
not want to convert AIR into a cor-
poration, because Government do not 
want to lose their control over AIR. 
That is the only reason and there can 
be no other reason. When they say 
that if it -becomes a corporation, 
Parliament will lose its control over 
i,t, it is not so, because we have so 
many other corporations about which 
questions are raised: on the floor of 
this House and Government answer 
those qUE!$tions. Therefore, that argu_ 
ment does not hold good. 

Dr. Banen Sen (Calcutta East): It 
is a Government monopoly altogether. 

Shri Rem. Baraa: It is a Govern-
ment monopoly. That is what I have 
said. It js the mouthpiece of Govern-
ment, wedded to the stereotyped prin-
ciples of Government control and 
management. I have already said that. 

Sir, I came from a border area. 
But what do I find about the achieve-
ments of the Ministry, so far as 
broadcasting is concerned, in the 
border areas? I would suggest that 
transmissions in the border areas 
should be strengthened forthwith in 
order to counteract the mischief of the 
Chinese; the Chinese in the border 
areas are regularly beaming their 
broadcasts and by repetition, I am 
afraid, these broadcasts might have 
an impact on the mind of the people. 
This mischief has to be rooted out, 
and, therefore, I would urge that 
Government should strengtIlen the 
tr~:ons on the border areas. 

India is a vast COUlltry', and in a vast 
country like this we need more th,an 

one news agency. All I feel that the 
UN! is coming up, I would request 
the hon. Minister to see that more 
facilities and more flnancial assistance 
are offered to this organisation or at 
least as much as is offered to other 
news agencies in this country for' 
India is a vast country and the d~mand 
for news is growing every day. 

Comi;ng to the press, I would say 
that when our Five Year Plans 
embrace everything under the sun 
from steel to child-birth, unfortunately 
enough, the Indian press has the 
unique distinction of not finding a 
place in any of the country's Five 
Year Plans. Whenever there is 
foreign exchange difficulty, it is the 
Indian press that is singled out to 
bear most of the brunt. And what is 
happening as a result of it? I would 
tell you that quite a few of our news-
papers are today facing the imminent 
threat of closure, and that too at this 
critical juncture of our d~ocracy, 
and critical juncture of our develop-
ment. Why is that so, and why has it 
been so? The question can -be asked 
pertinently like this. It is because 
the restrictions that our Government 
imposed on newsprint import in July, 
1962 still continue and they are having 
a crippling effect on the industry as 
a whole. Our democracy is develop-
ing, and because of the Chinese 
aggression. and because of the vast 
constructi.on plans and works under-
taken in this country, our people are 
hungering more and mor~"10r news. 
At a time like this when our people 
are hungering for more and more 
of news, because of these exigencies, 
because of literacy spreading all over 
the country and because of education 
spreading all over the country, we 
find that the size of the newspaper is 
forced to be maintained at the level 
of 1957, because of the Government 
pOliocy of restrictions imposed on news-
print import. Just think of it. And 
what is happer.ing today in the COlIn-
try? The situation is deteriorating 
every day. During 1962-63, tbt' impnrt 
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[Shri Hem Barua.] 
.of newsprint slumped from 124,000 
Jonnes to 99,000 tonnes. Then it fur-
.ther slumped from 99,000 tonnes in 
1963-64 to 96,000 tons. This is the 
;position today in the country. 1 say 
,·this must not happen, and that is 
-why I ask the Minister to re-examine 
~the entire policy concerning import of 
newsprint according to the demands 
of our democracY, and also to re-exa-

· mine the likely foreign exchange m-
·.volvement in the whole operation. 

My OWn Iillformation is that an 
additional allotment of Rs. 2 crores 
annually for another two or three 
years would help the papers not only 
to maintain their existing circulation 
levels but also to provide a reasonable 
margin for growth. If it is so, why 
is it that 'our Government cannot take 
care of it? I hope and trust that 

-ShrimaU Indira Gandhi would bring 
some new thinking into the problem 
and try to resolve it with sympathy 
and according to the demands and 
interest .of our national needs. 

Now, there is an organisation called 
PIB. I do not know what it does 
except doling out a rich repast of the 
dull, drab and dry speeches of the 
Ministers and Deputy Ministers for 
consumption by the people, by the 

· public. That much it does. 

But it does another thing very 
actively. 

Shri Hem Barua: There are instan-
-ces of its officers actively canvas-
sing pressmen even in the Parliament 
Press Gallery not to publish certain 
proceedings of this House,-those 
proceedings might belong to the 
Opposition, whatever that may be. 

· That is a thing they do very actively, 
and there are instances of it. 

Coming back to the All India Radio, 
-1 want to say a few words about the. 
staff artistes who are denied the pri-

vileges of government service, the 
amenities secured to government ser-
vices. They have formed their asso-
ciation. It is a pity that on the one 
hand you deny them the prfvileges 
and rights of government servants 
because they are not govermnent 
servants, according to you; and on the 
other, you do not recognise the asso-
ciation of staff artistes, because y<:lU 
do not want to. This is the anomalous 
position in the country. This anoma-
lous position should go. 

About language, I would make a 
very humble suggestion. In Israel, 
where they have accepted Hebrew as 
the national language, I found their 
radio station called Kol-Israel broad-
casting news in easy Hebrew. I would 
like our All India Radio also to broad-
cast news bulletins in easy Hindi. Or 
else 1t would be difficult to spread the 
language, and without spreading the 
language or generating affection for 
that language, if the language is 
superimposed on the people, the reac-
tion naturally would be very violent, 
as we have witnessed today in differ-
ent parts of the country. 

Mr, Speaker: Cut motion Nos. 22 to 
44 to the Demands for Grants in res-
pect of MiniStry of Information and 
Broadcasting may also be moved. 

Shri K. K. Warior: I beg to move: 

"That the Demand under the 
head 'Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting' be reduced by 
Us. 100." 

[N eed to imp-rove the working of the 
A.I.R. (22)] 

"That the Demand under the 
head 'Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting' be reduced by 
Rs. 100." 

[Need to come to a final decision re- . 
garding the strengthening of AJ.R. 
with super-power transmitter. (23)] 

''That the Demand under the 
head 'Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting' 'be reduced by 
Rs. 100." 
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(Need to improoe the 8~e condi-
tiOll8 oj A.I.R. Engineering staff. 
(24)] 

"That the Demand under the 
head 'Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting' be reduced by 
Rs. 100." 

,iN eed to eliminate frequmt frictions 
bet1Deen field stat! and management. 
(25)] 

"That the Demand under the 
head 'Minli;try of lnformation and 
Broadcasting' be reduced by 
Rs. 100." 

1 Need to better the working conditiona 
oj A.I.R. stat!. (26)] 

'That the Demand under the 
~ead 'Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting' be reduced by 
Rs. 100." 

:[Need to extend installation allowances 
to A.I.R. stat!. (27)] 

"That the Demand under the 
head 'Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting' be reduced by 
Rs. 100." 

[N eed to give more advertisements to 
language papers. (28)] 

"That the Demand under the 
head 'Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting' be reduced by 
Rs. 100." 

IN eed to reduce the space hired in 
English newspapers for advertise-
ments of Government Departments 
and autonomous bodies. (29) ] 

"That the Demand under the 
bead 'Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting' be reduced by 
Rs. 100." 

[Need to take steps to nationalise the 
Press Trust of India. (30)] 

"That the Demand under the 
head 'Ministry of Information and 
BrOadcasting' 'be reduced by 
Rs. 100." 

[Need to allow more newsprint to 
language papers. (31) ] 

"That the Demand under the 
head 'Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting'be redt:Ced by 
Rs. 100." 

[Need to give more encouragement to 
students to get training in the Film 
Institute of India. (32)] 

''That the Demand under the 
head 'Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting' be reduced by 
Rs. 100." 

[Need to aLlot more time jor Parlia-
ment and State Legislarures in AJ.R. 
broadcasts. (33)] 

"That the Demand under the 
head 'Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting' be reduced by 
Rs. 100." 

[Need to improoe the service condi-
tions of stat! artistes and casual 
artistes. (34)] 

''That the Demand under the 
head 'Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting' be reduced by 
Rs. 100." 

[Need to improve the quality of news 
commentaries of A.I.R. (35) 

''That the Demand under the 
head 'Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting' be reduced by 
Rs. 100." 

(Slow progress to purchase a 1.000 
K.W. transmitter from the Soviet 
Union. (36)] 

''That the Demand under the 
head 'Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting' be reduced by 
Rs. 100." 

[Failure to utilise funds aLlotted jor 
development plans. (37)] 

''That the Demand under the 
head 'Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting' be reduced by 
Rs. 100." 
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[Shri K. K. Warior] 
[Need to rep~e the present trans-

mitter at Trichtlr Station by a high 
power transmitter. (38) ] 

''That the Demand under the 
head 'Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting' 'be reduced by 
Rs. 100." 

{Need to have phased programme to 
eStablish a nation-wide te1evisioTl 
network within the period of the 
Fourth Plan. (39)] 

"That the Demand under the 
head 'Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting' he reduced by 
Rs. 100." 

[Need to give facilities to Opposition 
PaTties in Parliament to broadcast 
especially when Parliamentary elec-
tions are on. ( 40) ] 

''That the Demand under the 
head 'Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting' 'be reduced by 
Rs. 100." 

[Need to improve the standard of 
broadcast talks. (41) ] 

"That the Demand unde~ the 
head 'Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting' be reduced by 
Rs. 100." 

[Need to produce cheap radio tran~
mittel' sets. (42)] 

"That the Demand under the 
head 'Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting' be reduced by 
Rs. 100." 

[Need to subsidise establishment of 
mOTe rural listening centres. (43)] 

"That the Demand under the 
head 'Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting' he reduced by 
Rs. 100." 

[Need to expedite the work of the 
Evaluation Committee Bet-up to 
inquire into the working of AI.N. 
(44)] 

These cut motions are not before th~ 
House. 
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Shri Solanki (Kaira): Mr. Deputy 
Speaker before I begin my speech I 
would like to welcome and congratu-
late the new Infvrmation and Broad-
casting Minister who has taken over 
charge of this department. What I 
have to say today concerning this de-
-partmen t is a story of the past and I 
hope that the present Minister will Dot 
take alIenee at my remarks. 

The history of shortcoming;; and 
sufferings of the All India Radio is 
due to the failure of planning and ad-
mhistration of Ministers who handled 
this department in the most dictatorial 
fashion. There is one department in 
this democracy which functions in a 
a man'ler which reminds of a small 

kingdom where monarchs come, take 
posseS,lOn and rule that little kingdom 
anyway they want and then go. I 
hope that the hon. Minister who haa 
taken over charge now will make 
changes and save .this department 
from near disaster. 

The Most weleome feature 
to my mind is the appoint-
ment of the Chanda committee. 
For the Ia:;t thirty years the public 
of this country wanted to know what 
is happening in the All India Radio 
and the Information and Broadcasting 
Minis'ry. We have been deprived of 
that valuable information. We want-
ed to know the .plight of the people 
who work there, what is the income 
and expenditure 0'[ this department, 
what are the developments that are 
taking place. But besides the reports 
we received during the Ibudget deba:es, 
we were told nothing. Thi, is the 
first time tha t the Chanda committee 
had been appointed. But before it 
could say anything about this, there 
was another historical event whieh 
has taken place, that is, a book written 
by Mr. Awasthy, an ex-employee of 
the An India Radio. He has publish-
ed a book, Broadcasting in India. I 
think thi3 is the most important book 
ever written of a department so far. 
It was very unfortunate that for 
writing this book he wanted to take 
some assistance from the All India 
Radio library and some other informa-
tion, the AIR refused him permisoion 
and he was left alone to do his re-
search without any help. But he 
being an employee of this department 
for fifteen years, he had some know-
ledge and with that knowledge, he 
wrote this book. The Chanda com-
mittee might present it3 rePort in due 
course but be>lore that he has present-
ed a very sorry tale of the A.I.R. 1 
shall read some extracts about it so 
that it will give the correct picture of 
the department as it wa 0 run so far. 

"It is a sad s 'ory of the dete-
rioration of a once-proud profes-
sional organisation, of bad plan-
ning, of the personal whims of ig-
norant, arrogant and interfering 
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ministers and Diredors-General 
with pretensions to culture, of 
pet:y bureaucrats wreaking havoc 
in what should have been an orga-
nisation manned by professionals 
and intellectuals. A state of 
deterioration where the top offi-
cials, willing clerks have ground 
the intellectual underloot and not 
even kept up a modicum of !!ood 
administration; so busy /Ire they 
wi th intrigue and nepotism more 
reminiscent of a mediaeval court 
and its courtiers. A far fry, in-
deed, from those early days when 
Lionel Fieiden could talk on equal 
tenns to the Viceroy and cut 
through red tape." 

This is the sorry state of this depart-
ment so far. Talking to people out-
side. I can a~sure the Minister that 
they are gaining confidence that here 
is a Minister who has come to power 
and who could do a lot about it and 
change the whOle pattern of this de-
partment.. But I would like to advise 
the Minister on, a very important 
point; please take a trip abroad and go 
to London and Paris and stUdy the 
pattern of BBC Or any other that you 
can .... 

Shri Daji (Indore): He is offering a 
pleasure trip. 

Shri SolaDki: It is not a pleasure 
trip. Only it you know the pattern of 
administllatiol)- in those places and 
study the pattern here also, you can 
cut down the red tape aDd cure the 
.administration at evils here. 

The Minister of Infonnation and 
Broadcasting sits in the House, in 
Parliament and some great amount of 
power and influenCe is in the hands of 
the .:direetor ceneral sitting.in the 
A.I.R It is a paraUel government run-
ning there. The Ministe.r knows no-
!bing dIout it. Flattering people 
come around and tell the Minister; this 
is rieht and that is w~g. Unless you 
kaow the d~artment well, unless yoU 
know the inside of it,-I do not ·mean 
the technicalities, I ft'!8B!!. theaclminis-
tration part of it-you cannOt cure it. 

For that reason you should make a 
<thorough study of this department. 
Only then you can remove the faults. 

Many Members recommeded that a 
corporation on the lines of the BBC 
could be established and Dr. Keskar in 
1952 assured us that in due course a 
Bill might be brought before the House 
which will establish a corporation. 
Even today, I believe when the 
persons are recruited, they have to 
sign a declaration that in ca3e a cor-
poration is formed and government ad-
ministration is removed, he would be 
willing to serve in that corporation. 
I think such a system is still there. 
Then, why is there this delay in the 
formation of a corporation? If we 
want to 3urvive in a democracy and if 
there is to be freedom of the press and 
speech, then this department should 
not be under the total control of gov-
ernment. To day the ruling party-

I do not say fully-but in a major way 
exploits this department. Most of the 
ministers are allOWed to make ~peech_ 
es. I will just refer to the report 
which had been given to us and ask 
the hon. Minister: how many Members 
of the Opposition or how many other 
politicians who hold different views 
than the Government were allowed 
to hold discU3sions? There are a few 
discussions or talks which are of 
national interest. There are some 
·series of five lakhs entitled 'Indian ex-
periment in socialiJnl through demo-
cracy'. How many peOple have you 
allowed to participate in this discus-
sion, people who hOld different views 
from those of the Congress! .......• 
(Interruptions. ) 

An BOIl. M __ : We have allo1Ped. 

ShrJ Soluikl:Who are they? I am 
asking the ~ster and let this qu_ 
tiIJA be answered There were a _ee 
of AVe talks: focus on co-operative. 
Did yoU allow any discussion eontrar,r 
to the view of the Government. There 
was a ~!jes of eight talks: Nehru and 
the foundati<!R of mode!'!l. India. Was 
any other person allowed to speak on 
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this? There are other controversial 
subjects where a different view could 
be presented justifiably. 

Coming to the external services of 
the AIR, I would like to draw the 
Minister's urgent attention to one pro-
blem. In the Kutch border, there is 
no transmitter working today. The 
time that will be taken to provide one 
is said to be five years. In five years' 
time, Kutch will be overrun by Pakis-
tani propaganda. If nothing is done 
immediately, there is that danger. 
That is why we have to erect a power-
ful radio station there. There were 
no transmitters in most of our border 
areas and during Dr. Kesklll"s time 
they removed the one that was there 
in Assam. They have had to install it 
again now; there was thus a lot of 
waste of time and m"ney. I do not 
know what will happen in the next 
five years if Kutch is not cared for 
from this point of view. A lot of Guja-
rati population is residing there and 
Pakistan radio broadcasts Gujarati 
programmes and they are having quite 
a good audience. Pakistan is fully 
exploiting thi' position and the whole-
Gujarati culture of Memons, Khojas 
and Nohras had come und"r the pro-
paganda influence of Pakistan. 
Pakistan transmitters are so power-
ful that their broadcasts are as power-
ful as our broadca3ts from Ahmadabad 
or Rajkot in my State. Unless we 
coun·eract this, 1 am afraid we are 
losing a large number of audience and 
they will always be under the in-
fluence of the propaganda of Pakistan. 

In East Africa, 85% of the Indian 
popullation. there is Gujarati-spea-
king-85% is from Gujarat. What is 
the manner in whi-ch the External 
Service, broadcasting is done-DO 
minutes of Hindi programme and 41 
minutes of Gujarati programme. Naw 
Hindi is the national language and we 
want to give importance to the nation-
al language. But we cannot create 
interest for these- Hindi programmes 
in these people. They just don't listen 
tothe Hindi programme and they 

turn to Radio Ceylon. Our Hmdi 
programme for the3e people is not at 
all popular. These people keep on 
asking us for more Gujarati pro~am
me and they have been ""Tiling to us 
also saying that the pl'l'grammes 
should be increased in Gujarati and 
decreased in Hindi. Our aim should 
be to attract more listener.> to our 
programmes. If we want t() attract 
the inteJligent there, we have to 
giVe them popular programnlcs in 
Gujarati. The present position is, 
Hindi progammes are giv<,a lilore time 
and Gujarati programme" are g,,:ting 
less time. This ;:hould !:Ie reversed. In 
fact, Hindi programmes may ""en be 
discontinued and more time should 
be given to Gujarati programmes be-
cause of this fact that 85% of the 
Indian population there is GUJarati-
speaking. 

There are External Services broad-
eacts in English, French and many 
other languages which h&ve been 
given in the Report. We are also 
fortunate in having large audience 
abroad. But we want to re'ease the 
same English programme, which we 
relay to England, in African c()untries 
also. The population ther£' Dlay be 
able to understand English. But cul-
turally and socially they are not in-
terested in the same programmes 
which are relayed to Britain. Simi-
larly, it is not necessary to release the 
Same French programmes In Africa 
which we release in France. 

Sbri .Joachim. Alva (Kanara): The 
most important thing is, we have to 
counteract the chinese propaganda In 
Africa. 

Shrl Sohi.DkI: Our aim should be to 
cater to the needs of Alrican audience 
and We should attract larger audieIUlt! 
abrOad to OUr programmes. ThIs 
should be OUr criteria. There Is one 
more point about the news releases in 
Gujarati. One set of news is released 
from Delhi and another set of news 
comes from Bombay. 
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Shri Solanltl: This news release 
from Bombay in Gujarati is sent by 
telephones and the trunk call biTI5 
for that comes to about "Its. 2 lail:bs 
every month. This is waste of money. 
Besides, the news release from Bom-
bay contains items of local importance 
in the State of Maharashtra in which 
the Gujaratis abroad have no interest. 
If the transmitter in Delhi can broad-
east both the news releases this un-
necessary expenditure of Rs. 2 lakhs 
eould be saved. This should be at-
tended to immediately. 

Coming to Television service, this is 
a very important media and the 
masses of our illiterate population can 
benefit much through thi3 media. But 
it should not be at the cost of public 
money. We cannot afford to tax our 
people any more for this purpose. 

Television project is going to cost a 
lot of money and all that money should 
come from commercial firms and 
through foreign assistance, which, I 
think, the Government i3 contempla-
ting to get from Germany. If it suc-
-ceeds, it is all right; otherwise, we 
-can keep on trying for foreign assis-
tance for this field of development. We 
should invest only foreiJln money in 
this field or we shOUld get assistance 
trom commercial firms. We should 
not at any cost tax our people for this 

-purpose. 

We have another problem algoln 
this television service. We have not 
-got enough rr. cc;ving set:.' A receiv-
ing set costs not less than Rs. 1,500 
here. But in Pakistan and in various 
other countries, a receiving set costs 
()Jlly Rs.!IOO. In Pakistan they have 
adopted a system by which any per-
son going abroad can bring in a tele-
vision set and he is not taxed on that. 
'Be can bring Ii set a3 his personal be-
Jonging without any tax. This means 
'that' the cost of the receiving set be-

comes low. We should also adopt 
some such procedure. No middle class 
family can afford to have a set costing 
Rs. 1,500; leaving alone the Television 
set, they cannot even afford a Radio 
set. 

Shrimati Yashoda Reddy (Kurnool): 
How many middle class people can 
go abroad? 

Shri SoIaDki: We should try to re-
mOVe the scarcity of receiving sets. A 
person who goes abroad should be al-
lowed to bring a receiving set as his 
personal belonging, which would re-
dUce the C03t also to a considerable ex-
tent. 

Coming now to staff artistes, I have 
,to read ,one extract from the book of 
Mr. Awasthy. 

"Worst of all is the case of the 
staff artistes who haVe earned 
neither wealth nor prestige nor 
even a pension for their old age. 
To them have fallen the crumbs 
'from the bureaucrats' tables and 
on these they have been Expected 
to build their happiness." 

Mr. Hem Ba,rua in his speech gave a 
very pathetic picture about them and 
I have all sympathy for these people 
who are doing a splendid service for 
All India Radio. Some of them are 
employed there for the last 25 years, 
but upto this day nobody has cared to 
look into their service conditions. They 
were given low wages and they con-
tinued to serve there because they had 
no other place to turn to. They had 
no other alternative chances anywhere 
else. Many of the good artistes who 
went away are doing well now. But 
most of them are handicapped because 
they cannot find any better jobs and 
they are carrying on. They were not 
given any benefits which the Govern-
ment servants were getting. ,The 
present Minister has taken up this 
question and something is bein2 done 
to them. Instead of giving them 5-
year contracts, we could adopt a 
scheme which would giVe them pen-
sionary beneftts on the scale of Gov-
errunent aervants. At preaent th.eT 
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are emp:oyed in the All India Radio 
for 25 years, but still they are not en-
titled to pensionary benefits. The 
argument PUt forwi:\rd by the Depart-
ment is, if they lose their voice after 
4, or 5 years, they become usele~s and 
how can they be given the pensionary 
benefits. That is no argwnent. There 
art> many artistes working for 25 years. 
They have not lost their voice and still 
they are doing well. 

SI1M Jlaji: If they lose their voice, it 
is a professional loss and they should 
be compensated under Workmen's 
Compensation Act. 

Shri Tbirumala Rao (Kakinadal: 
Their voice could be insured. 

shri Solanki: I am happy that the 
present Minister is trying to improve 
their lot. I wish her all success and 
I am sure she will receive splendid 
co-operation from the department. I 
hope there will be definite improve-
ment in their lot. 

Coming to advertisements and thl' 
newsprint, many Members have stres-
sed the importance of newspapers in 
this country. The news papers are 
serving this democracy and we should 
do OUr best to help them. We haY!. 
to look into the advertisement rules 
and the newsprint restrictions. I am 
glad that the advertiscmcn t rules 
have been withdrawn. But the In-
formation and Broadcasting Minister 
may have to be very carefUl that some 
news mea·sures are not introduced and 
some modified rules are not brought 
in which will again take away the 
fr~edom of the small journals. If the 
advertisement rules are re-imposed, 
the small journals will have been 
linished. This should not be done. 
If the industrialists Or the people of 
this country who are dOing business 
Want to sell their gOOds through ad-
vertisement, they should be free to do 
it. In 'tact, we should start a com-
mercial service like Rlldio Ceylon, 
because that would help these p'ople 
to push up their sales. . So, there may 
be no re!lti'Ictions on newspaper, re-
cel.'\ringllieiradvertiseml!l1ts and es-
'pecially small journals whOSe very 

existence depends on advertisements. 
We should allow them to carryon 
with their work. The newsprint re3-
triction must go. We must do ov.c 
best to help the newspapers to get the-
quotas, and there should be no restric-
tion. We should take newsprint on 
the same level as we deai with the· 
fOod problem. This is food for thought 
that the newspapers are giving us. 
Just as food is fOr the stomach, the 
newspapers are fOOd fOr thought and 
hence they are equally important for 
our masses and for our democracy. 
Sufficient newsprit should be given to 
the newspapers and they "hould be al-
lowed to survive. 
14 hrs. 

An hon. Member It is a matter Gf 
finance also. 

Shri Solanki: Then I come to the 
film festival which I call the Fiasco 
Festival. Here, I should like to draw 
the attention of the non. ).l:inister to 
what has been said in the report at 
page 18. It is stated as follows: 

It was felt that it would be in-
appropriate to hold the Radio 
Sangeet Sammelen at a time of 
widespread distress caused by 
floods and shortage of essential 
commodities." 

This Sangeet Sammelan would have 
cost just Rs, 10,000. But this Sangeet 
Sammelan would also have culturally 
given a sort of gift to the country. It 
w'luld h~'"c helped the integration of 
the country on the cultural ground. 
But this Sammelan was not held be-
cause of thb crisis. Yet, in the same 
year, we held the international film 
festival-the fiasco of 3 festival---cost-
ing Rs. 13 lakhs. On the one side, th.ere 
was the consideration of Rs. 10,000. 
On the other side, we spent Rs. 13" 
lilkhs and still we did notget any 
restige, but only a lot of criticism. 

An hon. Member: It was an inter-
national 'festival. 

Shri Solanki: It was an inteI4;-
national 'festival but we have gained 
criticism at inte'rnational level. . The 
intematidnal film festival was a ftasCo. 
It was a fiasco because.!Ilanr ticket-
holders, including even Memoers or 
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Parliament, who went to see certain 
shows had to return. Some of them 
even received beating. In the Vigyan 
Bhavan, incident where a show was 
held a cocktail party was thrown in 
the evening and everything was buri-
ed. It was an incident in the Vigyan 
Bhavan and this incident was buried. 
But nabody -can forget it, at least those 
people who have had the experience 
of it. 

An hon. Member: Did vhe hon. 
Member get a beating? (lnteTTUpNon) 

Shri Solanki: Then, I well remem-
ber that a documentary film was made 
of this film festival, and I still remem-
ber, when it was shown in the audi-
torium, the scene came where the 
Briti:h delegate thanked the Govern-
ment officials for having done a splen-
did job. Believe me, everybody 
started laughing. The entire audience 
roared with laughter, because there 
was a sarcasm, not from the British 
delegate ·but those who must have ex-
perienced the difficultie3 and the fail-
ure of the festival could not fO"get, 
and they started laughing. This 
festival had cost us so much money, 
and the Slangeet Sammelan which 
would have cost us a little, wa3 dis-
carded. I cannot understand it. The 
Sammelan would have cost us only 
Rs. 10,000, but We would have bene-
fited a lot from it. 

Then I wish to refer to the PIB, to 
which Shri Hem Baroa also reterred. 
I have got to say something about the 
pm. The functions of the PIB in res-
pect of pressmen and publicity are 
sometimes of the nature which give 
personal praise and personal publicity 
t() the Ministers. There is nothing 
real a.bout it. In many cases there 
are instances where they are giving 
hand-outs whlCh are useful, but most 
at the time, the news given is such 
that it only mentions so and so,so 
lind SO Mirtister, and gives a f,"w 
headlines. This should not be the 
ease. They should give neWII which h 
U3eful. 

When newspapermen are selected to 
visit certain areas, we are forgetting 
one thing. Suppose a newspaperman 
comes from that area, he must also be 
included in that team. The journalist 
who belongs to the area must accom-
pany the group. The others might 
get things through the information ot 
the Government, but the man on the 
spot. the man who belongs to that area 
would know much more about that 
area, and through local publicity and 
local papers he could write much more 
about those areas and give publicity 
and education to the masses. Th~re_ 
fore, when the tours are plan-
ned, they shauld not forget that 
some journalists who corne from 
the very area should also be :included 
in that group which tours the area. In 
that way, they will ·benefit and also 
give their knowledge and experience 
to the ·peOPle. 

On the whole, after the coming of' 
the new Minister. many things !lIe 
beginning to change. I wish her well, 
and I would like to say that she must 
always keep in mind that this admi-
nistration still has not lost its old 
habits and it will be a very tough 
job to remove those old habits. For 
that, she will have to be very, very 
careful. She must keep her ears 
closed, and eyes open, not listen to 
any gossip or anything, and try to· 
achieve most of the things from her 
personal knowledge, be an expert in 
tru. department, and only through 
that she can remove these faults and 
mistakes and make the AIR a real, 
contributory orgarusation in this 
country. 

Shri A. N. Vi~ar (Hoshiar-
pur): Sir, the whole HOuse would 
welcome the budget demand present-
ed by the new Minister, Shrimati 
Indira Gandhi '\Vhich happens to be 
her 1IrS( budget demand, and the· 
whole Rouse will wish her suceeas_ 
This department is most impOrt8nt 
depiu'tnient. SO far, this departri)eht 
haa been.. treated as. a second-class 
departt:nent, ~c:a:use, . this is t'he:l!riJt 
time .a~ter a long time When a ttiIl-
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fledged Cabinet Minister has taken 

charge of the department. Earlier-

is merely meant for imparting infor-

mation. I think 'that in a country like 

ours, the Government should own 

the whole publicity and they should 

conduct the publicity work and they 

should manage publicity: what for? 

It is in order to create a climate and 

a national feeling in our country. 

There are so many problems. We have 

to create a national climate on certain 

An hon. Member: What about Shri 

Satya Narayan Sinha? 

""'Shri A. N. Vidyalankar: Yes; he 

was also a Cabinet Minister. Thank 

you for the correction. But his ten-

ure in this Ministry was shortlived, I 

think. We are waiting for the im-

print of the dynamic personality of 

the Minister on the administration of 

this department. I know that she 

has the earnestness and vigour and 

she wants to change many things. She 

wants improvemen\ and the Whole 

House will be behind her in improv-

matter~. I do not mean to say that 

publiCity should deal with controver-

sial matters over which various par-

tieS mIght have different views and 

different outlook. But there are 

certain fundamental things for which 

we have to create a climate ana-

tional climare, and I feel th~t our 

publicity should create that climate. 

The purpose should be that the peo-

ple should be properly educated, pro-

perly tnformed and they should be 

persuaded to take par! and particip3te 

actively in the national develom""l, 

They should feel inspired. At present, 

our whole publicity should be ,ueh as 

to inspire the people. I cannot say 

that at present, whatever publicity is 

being made, it fulfils the whole n'eed. 

Therefore, our purpose should be 

very clear. When the purpose i3 

clear, when we know what is the 

object, and the people whom we are 

addressing, it becomes easier. At pre-

~ent, the publicity goes on, and some 

Improvement has recently been made, 

but sometimes our publicity is ·such 

that everything is just broadcast, 

without much purpose, Papers and 

printing material are thrown out just 

indiscriminately in every village and 

to every person. This shauld not be 

so. Every time we should know the 

target as to whom the publicity is 

directed, to which class Of people, 

workers or peasants; or educa'ted 

classes or uneducated classes. Then 

we should know the technique. At 

present there are various media units 

and I admire their working. The Di-

rectors of various media uriits are 

competent men. They are earnest 

also. But the difficulty they are 

suftering from is that these media 

units lack central planning and cen-

tral direction. There should be S~ 

lng matters. 

1 feel the mere appointment of 

comm"ssions and committees will not 

help much. Sometimes we suffer from 

.a fa:se sense of complacency because 

of the appointment of comnusslDns. 

We begin to await reports and advice 

<>f the commissions and in the mean-

while we cannot make much improve-

ment. So far, two committees have 

reported. Two are still to report so 

far as I know, and one commission 

has just started its work. would 

request the Minister and the Gov-

-ernment that they should not wait 

fur the report of th,,'e committees be-

1:ause there are many fields where 

improvement is urgently needed. I 

feel that there are very few matters 

on which you need an expert opinion 

before you start any new line. There-

fore. I think that where the things are 

apparent, we konw where improve-

ment is needed, these things should 

be taken up. 

I feel that the department needs 

.a lot of streamlining. FirS't of all, 

we should know and perfectly under-

stand what is the purpose of govern-

$ent publicity. I aM not one of 

those who just follow the principles 

.adopted in certain other counlrles: 

that government should not do any 

poolicity or the government publicity 
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-co-ordination among the departments 
and there should 'be co-ordination bet.. 
ween the Central publicity and State 
publicity. At present there is no 
-such coordination between State pub-
licity and Central publicity. Publi-
city means that Government are 3D-
proaching the people and therefo~e 

publicity should be done well. It 
should be properly organised. It 

,should be organised in the form of a 
campaign on certain national issues. 
If we have io organise it in the form 
uf a campaign. there should be the 
{'lement of simultaneity. There is 
no simultaneity now. One media 
un't is taking up one topic; the dther 
media unit is taking up another 
topic; the third unit is taking up yet 
another 'iopic. That is why I say that 
central planning is necessary. You 
take up a topic which is uppermost 
in the minds of the people or a topic 
to which people's attention has to be 
drown. Then the whole media units 
should take u pthat question. They 
should act and organise the publicity 
in the form of a campaign. That is 
why I say that Central planning is 
very much need'ed. There should 
bel !JOme <b-ordmaticm. Eithelr 

you appoint a committee over which 
the Minister should preside. She 
shOUld co-ordinate because so far as 

the departmental officers were con-
cerned they were only technical ex-
perts. But the inspiration should 
come from somewhere; the motive 
force should come from somewhere. 
That is what r feel is very much 
needed in order to make this publi-
city successful. 

Then there should be periodical 
·evaluatlon to find out the impact the 
publicity is making. Periodical evalu-
tion is very necessary. Since the 
time at my disposal is short, r should 
not go into this very much in detail. 
'Having made these general observa-
tions, I will now take uP a few points 
to which I wish to draw the Minister's 
attent'on as well as that of the 
HOUse. 

Mention has been made about tele-
ViSIon. It is generally stated that 
te levision is a very costly affair. Re-
cently I had been in England and I 
discussed with some of those who are 
managing television. I also gat an 
impression that television is a very 
costly affair. perhaps beyond our 
capacity. Thereafter I visited Eg;;pt 
and there I was told that they have 
taken up television and they are popu-
larising it. Theq are manufacturing 
cheap sets and they told me certain 
things which I have no time to go in-
to. They promised me to give :lie 
some facts which I could not get be-
cause I came earlier. I want to zug-
gest that the question as to how UAR 
is orgamsmg television and how 
cheaply they are getting television 
sets manufactured should be properly 
examined. 

We are noW distributing commu-
nity radio sets because we want. to 
popularise raddo. On the other hand, 
we have imposed a heavy licence fee 
on radio sets. This appears to be very 
much inconsistent. If we want that 
radio sets should' be popularised, there 
is no reason Why we should impose 
a licence fee makillg people deposit 
this fee, etc. I think the licence fee 
should be abolished and we should 
encourage people to have .radio sets 
as well as television. Television 
should be brought. into our country. 
Nowadays, in this modern age, tele-
vision has become very popular. 

There is a suggestion and I have 
listened to certain whispers that we 
should start televis'on on a commer-
cial scale. Also there have been sug-
gestions that All India Radio should 
introduce commercial element in R 
I am very much opposed to the com-
mercial element . being introduced, 
specially in our country. Even in 
England the BOC has always resisted 
this move, they have been opposinl 
in'trociuDtion of commercial element. 
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The lTV the element of commercia-
lisation had been introduced There 
the authmities told clearly that be-
caUSe of this commercial element 
they had to look 'to those who adver-
tised and not to the public. There-
fore, the public interest suffers. I 
am, therefore, very much opposed to 
the introduction of commercial ele-
ment in this. 

With regard to films, I admire the 
way in which film festivals and other 
activities were organised. 1 am not 
opposed to these. But I should say 
that in films and in our publications 
in our literature,. newspapem, etc: 
there is some kind of obscenity. It is 
not sometimes, but it is increasing. 
I would like that jn order to protect 
our morale and in order not to mis-
guide the young generation this ob-
scenity should ·be avoided. Obscenity 
is not the art. If people say that in-
crease of obscenity is increase in the 
art, it is a misunderstanding. It i. 
vulgarisation of art and it is anti-
thesis of art. 

In our country also this system of 
Chain-newspapers and monopolisa-
tion of press is increasing. In this 
matter 1 should say that 'the Ministry 
should take action. Recently, in 
England the Labour Government has 
taken up this matter seriously. They 
are 'trY"ng to filld out methods how 
to check this tendency. I think this 
matter should also be taken into 
consideration. 

I think our news agencies like the 
Pl'I etc. should be na'tionalised. I do 
not want to go into detail for want 
'>f. time. In these matters we should 
take a national view. I know occa-
sions wilen even our late Prime Mi-
nister's speeches and statements were 
black.edout <by certain agencies be-

-ftUlle those statements conflicted with 
the interests of certain vested mte-
rests, and these elements .did. not want 
them to be 'Published. Therefore. I 
feet tAa'tnews agencies should be na-
tionalised. 

One thing more I would. like to say 
on this matter. There are already 
proposals that SOme kind of training 
institute should be 'there. In order 
to impart proper technique in the 
publiCity it is very necessary that an 
institu'te of training in the use of 
mass media should be established. At 
present in the field Publicity Organi-
satIOn, there are only 86 units. For the 
whole country this is very made-
qua'te. You cannot increase this num-
ber because Of paucity of funds. But 
it you want mass pub~icity and if you 
want your department and this Mi-
flistry to come in contact with me 
masses, it is very necessary that some 
kind of new administrative system 
should be evolved. The present sys-
tem is not adequate and it has not 
worked well. Only with the co-ope-
ration of the States you can evolve 
a new system. The present system 

will not work and will not succeed. 
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" . . . Much should be done to 
improve the A.I.R. as well as the 
"ther sections of the ministry. But 
perfection is a state which few of 
us, if any at all, can hope to attain. 
No matter what we do, how much 
We do. there is always room for 
more to be done and for greater 
perfection." 
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Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Hon. Mem-
bers must be here and give the indi-
cation with'n the time. 

Shri Vishram Prasad: Some other 
Member was allowed, 8hri Warior. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Very well, I 
will allow it as a special case, but it 
will not be taken as a precedent for 
the future. 

Amendment No. 56 by Shri Vish-
ram Prasad will be taken as moved. 

Shri Vishram Prasad: I beg to 
move: 

"That the demand under the 
head Ministry of infonnation and 

Broadcasting be reduced to Re. 1." 

[Failure to merge the :Pu.blica-
tions Division of the Ministry with 
Publication Branch of Ministry of 
Works and Housing or with the 
Chief Controller of Printing 3nd 
Stationery. (56). 

Dr. Ranen Sen: Sir, the Information 
and Broadcasting Ministry holds an 
important position in our country and 
in our life. After Independence pe0-
ple expected that this Ministry would 
rise up to the occasion and prove 
equal to the task. But th's Ministry 
has failed to rise to the occasion and 
discharge the duties and responsibili-
ties which confronted it, and today 
this Ministry is being ridiculed in 
many respects by the people ;n our 
country. 

I will take up one by one, some of 
the important departments under this 
Ministry. First, the An India Radio. 
The All India Radio is the monopoly 
of the Government of India, and ins-
tead of becoming the mouthpiece of 
India, unfortunately it has become 
the mouthpiece of the Congress, of 
the ruling party. 

Shri C.K. Bhattacharyya (Raiganj); 
Of the opposition party. 

Dr. Rauen Sen: Very seldom in the 
All India Radio will you find impor-
tant leaders of the oppositiOn party 
making any speeches; not because of 
the fact that the opposition parties are 
reluctant to make their positions 
clear through the Ali India Radio. but 
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[Dr. Ranen Sen] 
because of the fact that the All India 
Radio has become the close preserve 
of the ruling party. What I say is 
this, that the All India Radio should 
·be the mouthpiece of India, not only 
the mouthpiece of the ruling party. 

Secondly, I wish to make it clear 
·that some of the propaganda material 
·~o.ed out by the Government of India 
. through the All India Radio is so 
.stale, so preposterous, so unintelli-
. gent-generally, I can speak on be-
half of the people of Bengal-that as 
regards certain propaganda material 
aojed out through' the Calcutta sta-
tion of the All India Radio, the peo-
ple laugh at it. Take, for example, 
certain propaganda about the inner 
·eonditions of China. India wants to 
fight China ideologically, politically .... 
(Interruption) .... and militarily also. 

Therefore, the propaganda that should 
be made through the All India Radio 
should be very intelligent. The people 
of India are not fools to believe cer-
tain stories which depict the Chinese 
people. The quarrel is with the Chi-
nese Government. Here Pandit 
.Jawaharlal Nehru had more than once 
made it absolutely clear that the 
iight ;s not against 'the Chinese peo-
against the Chinese Government. So 
~hen we hear such kind of propa-
canda through this radio, it sometimes 
tlecomes very sickening. 

Thirdly, in regard to the propa-
pnda, how is ;t made? The speech 
of the Home MinisLer, Mr. Nanda, was 
made through the radio, in English 
end Hindi; and you know the resul't 
~ that radio propaganda, what hap-
vened in Kerala in the election. 

But what I want to know here is 
this: is the All India Radio meant for 
the Ministers and Deputy Ministers 
end Parliamentary Secretaries and 
some big glUls of the Congress Party? 
tt is reported 'to us that in the course 
'Of the radio programme, all of a sud-
den, the Parliamentary Affairs Mi-
Ilister Or the Information and Broad-
casting Minister send a list to 'the 
programme makers that "these are 
the ~P\e whQ are gain!: to speak 

coday." and as a result of that the 
whole programme is upset. Is that 
(he way? That is why I was sayint 
that th is All India Radio should not 
be made 'the mouthpieCe of the Gov-
"rnment alone. 

I do not say that the All India 
Radio has no gOOd point about it. I 
.. cknow]edge it. But this criticism 
;is meant to improve the functioning 
of the All India Radio . 

Here our House is connected with 
the All India Radio in many other 
ways also. One of the Members of this 

House, the Maharajkumar of Vizia-
nagram, popularly known as Vizzy, 
is a commentator on the '1.11 India 
Radio. He is doing it very well. 
want to mention it here in order to 
stress the importance of the All India 
ftadio to the Members of this House. 

One of ~he charges against the All 
India Radio is that it is a hot-bed at 
paUtics, favouritism and bureaucra-
tism. I will illustrate this point by 
stating the conditions and the treat-
ment meted out to the staff artistes. 
Many han. Members here have spoken 
about the conditions of the staff 
.ortistes. I will mention a few. The 
paint is, there have been so many 
~ommittees up till now, and the la-
test committee is the Chanda Com-
mittee-let us see what hapens there. 
But it is an admitted fact that if ta-
lents are to grow, to thrive, if some 
new innovations have to be made, the 
people who are working there should 
get certain facilities, certain incen-
tives. But instead of that. what 
We find in the All India Radio is that 
there is an attempt on 'the part at 
the bureaucracy to stifle all incentive 
and aU initiative. That is why I do 
not like Mr. Hem BaTtla's idea of 
making it into a Corporation. What-
ever control We nave today, the COD-
tr01 thart: the Parliament has over th@ 
All India Radio-it coati discuSs it if 
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am totally 
It goes over to a Corporation, then 
this control, this power to cheek this 
All India Radio or imProve its func-
tioning will be minimised and lessen-

. ·ed. Therefore I am opposed to tha\ 
idea. 

SItri TbJrumaIa BaG: Is it your 
point 'that it will go to the private 
.sector? 

Dr. BaDen Sen: Let me go to staff 
artistes. Staff artiste in the All India 
Radio is a category which comprises 
of all types of employees under the 
All India Radio, starting from 'the 
news readers and covering typists, 
steno-tylpists, librarian and so on. I 
do not understand what is 'the scien-
tiilc meaning of this category, sta1! 
artiste. The new Minister should try 
to understand this; and I being a 
member of the labour movement can 
tell her that there is a tendency to-
day to categorise employees accord-
ing to the functions that they per-
form in 'the course of their work. 
That is the most scientific basis, and 
this scientific basis should be applied 

10 the AI! India Radio as weI!. 

Sir, here ;s a department where 
the staff artistes have no perman~ncy 

<Jf service. Previously they were on 
contract for one to three years. Only 
the other day the hon. Deputy Minis-

ter, Shri C. R. Pa'ttabhi Raman said 
that it has been extended to five 
years. I want to know how many 
·staff artistes have been included 
under this five-year contract. The BBC 
employees are permanent. I do not 
know why here they should be kept 
as temporary employees or as con-
'tract labour for years. and years to-
.tether. 

Another interesting thing, which I 
would not generally believe, is that 
even the Deputy Minis'ter that day 
admitted that although the dearness 
allowance, compensatory allowance 
and city allowance have been given, 
while these things are being given the 
163Ml) LSD-6. 

ceiling limits of their salaries have 
been reduced. That means, what you 
are giving with one hand you are tak-
ing away with the other hand. This is 
an absurd position. This cannot take 

place. This is against the Jaw of the 
country. I can tell the hon. Minister 
that it is against the law of the coun-
try. You cannot reduce, minimise or 
curtal! any existing privilege of .m 
employee. If this is being done, then 
the Ministry is going against the law 
of the country. 

Then there are programme B'taft. 
They have been working for 15 to 
20 years. What will happen to them? 
They remain temporary. They have 
no permanent service. Shri So1anki 
mentioned about pension scheme. 
There is no pension scheme for them. 
Are 'they not government servants? 
Why should they not be treated as 
government servants? 

I want to say a word about casual 
artistes. They are of two types. You 
can easily understand why the All 
India Radio cannot discharge its 
functions properly. When people at 
the top of the administration, let us 
say, like me and I am taken there 
for three days a week to dO certain 
things I will get Rs. 1000 a mon'th 
whereas people who are there all the 
24 hours get much less than that 
though they are better trained, they 
have greater ability and they have 
been tested. What is this treatment 
that is meted out to your employees? 

Another type of casual artistes, who 
haVe got no big people behind them, 
remain casual year after year till 
they die or till they are thrown out 
of All India Radio. This is a very 
impor'tant point because on these 
radio artistes depend mainly the bet-
ter functioning of the All India 
Radio. This is a very important point 
point because on these radio artistetI 
depend mainly the better functioning 
of the All India Radio. 
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[Dr. Ranen Sen] 
I hs,ve many points about these 

radio artistes, but I do not want to 
mentiOn all of them. One of the Mi-
nisters has said that opportunities 
for advancement should be made 
available to the existing staff artistes 
aDd recruitment of outsiders reduced 
to the minimum. This is not being 
adhered to. 

In regard to contracts, I am amaz-
ed to find that in the existing terms 
of the contract, clause (2) 01 the 
contract says that the said staff artiste 
shall devote whole time to the ser-
vice required and aiall times obey 
the rules including the conduct rules. 
Nowhere it is written as to for what 
service he is being recruited. Secon-
dly, clause 3 (f) says that the said 
staff artiste may be required without 
any extra fee to render such services 
other 'than the service assigned to 
him under the contract. That means, 
if he is a news reader he may be 
asked to do something else also. It is 
a wonderful contract! I think it IS 
high time that these contracts are 
revised and made more modern. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: The hon. 
Member has two more minutes to 
conclude. 

Dr. BaDen Sen: Sir, I have 27 
minutes in all. I am getting the time 
allotted to the other group. 

Shri Dlenen Bhattaebal'Ta (Seram-
pore): Our time has been given to 
him. 

Dr. RaDen Sen: 'lbey have put it 
in writing. BecaUSe I am speaking, 
their representative is not speaking 
on this. They haVe given their time 
t., me. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: It will be 
difficult to "d,just the timings in that 
way. 

Dr. Banen Sen: Then, about the 
engineering staff Of the All India 
Radio, there is no arrangement for 
rest room and there Is no allowance 
for that. All 'that I want to say is that 

proper treatmen should be given to 
the employees on whom depend the 
well being, upkeep and improvement 
of the All India Radio. 

The last point tlhat I want to make 
'n regard to staff artistes is about 
their ·association. the recognition of 
their association. It is a very serious 
thing. They say that one cannot be-
come a member of any association 
which is not recognised by the Gov-
ernment and when they seek recog-
nition 'they are told that they will 
not be given the necessary recogni-
tion. They are fUlfilling all the condi-

tions, but they are not given the re-
cognition. This is an attack on the 
fundamental right of the people 
guaranteed under our Constitution.. 
It is a very serious mat'ter. I am 
bringing all these points to the notice 
of the hon. Minister and also the 
Deputy Minister so that these t',ing.< 

may be seriously looked into and pro-
per methods evolved to remedy the 
defects. 

Coming hack to the propaganda 
side of the All India adio, sometimes 
it seems that the All India Radio has 
a policy of its own which is different 
from the policy of the Government 
of India, which is different from the 
policy of Ind'a. India is committed to 
the policy of non-alignment, peace, 
anti-imperialism and anti-colonialism. 
This has been stated over and over 
again. Even in the last Cairo Confe-
rence it has been stated. The otlher dlay. 
on the 4th April, there was a broad-
cas't in English-it was on the night 
of 4th April-where that gentlemen 
or the lady, whoever it WIIB, more or 
less openly supported the gas warfare 
in Vietnam. I want the hon. Minis-
ter to make an enquiry about it. Has 
the All India Radio any poUcy which 
contravenes the policy of the Govern-
ment of India or, as a matter of fact, 
the policy of the country? Even in 
this House we have disCUSsed it and 
said that it is a bad thing. Nobody 
in the All India Radio had any 
business to support it. If he had any 
sneaking sympathy for the AmerJ.can 
imperialists, he had no business to do 
that over the All India Radio. 
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Sir, the transmitter business has 
become a scandal. We have discus-
sed it So many times: It was openly 
admitted that we are going to get the 
transmitter from the Soviet Union be-
cause they are offering better terms 
than anybody else. It was reported 
in more than one newspaper, not only 
in Delhi or Calcutta but in many 
other places also, that there are some 
people higher up in the department 
who are trying to sabotage this pro-
posal of getting the transmitter from 
the Soviet Union. Therefore, it is 
high time that the Minister and the 
Deputy Minister took upon themselves 
all these things and not come before 
the Parliament later on and say that 
they did not know anything about 
this. 

About Press Information Depart-
ment I have one or two points to 
make. It is reported-there is a Press 
Information Officer of the Depart-
ment-that this Department makes 
a discrimination between an English 
newspaper correspondent and an 
Indian language newspa!ler corres-
pondent. If that is so, then it 1$ a 
national shame. 

I haVe no grudge against English 
newspapers but all papers must be 
treated on par. 

I now come to the news agencies. 
In other countries, news agencies are 
supported and backed (by Govern-
ment. Here in this country We mve 
got two news agencies, Pl'I and UN!. 
Pl'I I'!et Rs. 12 lakhs a year from the 
All India Radio. That is not enough 
or adequate; they should get more. 
But hoW much does UN! get? One 
lakh rupees. It is better not to give 
anything Tather than give one lakh 
rupees. They cannot organise a 
national service, not·to speak 
of international service, with a paltry 
sum of Rs. 1 lakh. So, it will be in 
our national interest that this organi-
satiOn gets a little more. 

Then, it is said both. inside the HOUSe 
and outside that it is the policy of 
the Government to cOI)trol and break 
monopolies. But PTI is a sort of 

monpoly in the absence of any rival 
organisation. Should it not be COlI-
trolled? The same applies to news-
papers. There is a rec!YiIUIlend9tion 
of the Press Commission to this 
effect. Not only that, recently by a 
resolution the Indian Federation of 
Working Journalists has also reco-
mmended that 'the monopolist tenden-
cies in the newspaper industry should 
be curbed. Government are silent 
On this question and nobody seems 
to know the reason. 

Coming to advertising agencies, 
there are small ad vertising agencie~ 

in India. There is one small adver-
tis'ng organsation in India called 
Clarion. It is going to ·be linked up 
with Mis. McCann-Erickson Incor-
porated of America, which is one of 
the biggest monopoly advertising 
agencies in the world. We know what 
will happen when a smailer fry comes 
near a bigger one. The smaller fry is 
completely gobbled up by the bigger 
one. Similarly, the small Indian 
'ddvertising agency will be gob-
bled by the big American monopoly 
agency. 

I would request the Ministry to 
look into this affair and control the 
monopolies and protect the small ad-
vertising agencies. 

Coming to grants in aid to social 
welfare agencies, in the book that is 
supplied to us there iR n staten"'nt 

that Eharat Sevak Samaj will get for 
their Jan Jagaran Vibhag Rs. 4,80,000. 
The reports of the Public Accounts 
Committee have more than once 
mentioned that Bharat Sevak SamBj 
is misu<ing money squandering mopey. 
So Government have no busines, to' 
gi~e aid to such organisations. I 
would request the officers of this 
Ministry to go through the report.~ of 
the Public Accounts Committee unce 
again. Therefore, I am totally oJ}pos-
ed to giving any such grants to Bhal'ut 
Sevak Samaj. If such grants are 
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[Dr. Ranen Sen] 
made to this organisation, the Minis-

try will be open to the charge of 
favouritism, as BSS does not enjoy 
any prestige, either in this House or 

outs:ide. 

Coming to the Films Censor Board, 
we have in this House referred to 
certain films which are obscene or vul-
gar which have been certified or 
okayed by the Censor Board. In our 

State there is one film prepared by 
some people, called Ghum Bhanga-
naer Gan. Our Minister knows Ben-
gali and I am sure she knows about 
that film. The meaning of the title 
of the film is "song to rouse the "cople 
from slumber to awaken them". For 
the last two years that film is being, 
shall I say, shelved by the Films 
Censor Board. When Mr. Sardou'l, the 

famous art and film critic and direc-
tor-producer of France came here 
and saw the film he immediately re-
cognised that it was a very goOd film 
and he wanted to take it for parti-
dpation in 'the Cannes Film Festival. 
It is a scandal. When he came to 
know that this film had mrt been cer-
tified by the Film Censor Board, he 
was surprised. The Film Censor 
Board appointed by the Government 
do not seem to know the merits and 

demerits of a film. What is this film 
about? It portrnys the lives of ordi-
nary people; also, there is some mild 
criticism of Government. If that is 
the reason for not approving it, then 
it should apply 'to the criticism made 
by Congress Members also. Why 
should ;t -apply only to this film and 
why shOUld it be proscribed? There-
fore, I say that the Film Censor 
Board has become a scandal. 

Shri S. M. Banerjee (Kanpur): 
They shOUld be censured. 

Dr. Ra.nen Sen: Lastly, coming to 
'the Film Finance Corporation, all the 
finance corporations finance only the 
rjch organisations. I want to know 
how mu(;h money has been sanc-
tioned by this corporation and out 

of that how much has gone to the 
smaller organisations or bodies. Are 
the smaller fry getting something or 
not? Now everybody knows Shri 
Satyajit Ray. In Pakistan, 50,000 
people waited in the queue to see 
one Of his films and tear gas had to 
be used to disperse the crowd in 
Dacca. But when he first wanted to 
prOduce his film, Pather Panchali he 
had no money with him and he had 
to go from door to door. Dr. B. C. 
Roy, the then Chief Minister of West 
Bengal, gave him Rs. 1 lakh and with 
'that he was able to 'bring that picture 
out. Dr. Roy was able to perceive the 
latent talent in him and assist him. 
But I 'think the Film Finance Cor-
poration is giving financial assistance 
only to a few people in Bombay who 
have enough of their own money. 

Coming to the Publications Divi-
sion, I find from this report that dur-
ing the emergency 29 pamphlets were 
published in all languages and their 
total number was 34 lakhs. How many 
of them were sold? 2,70,000 copies. 
In~Bengali there is a saying Gauri 
Sen's money. Whatever money is re-
quired, take it from the legendary 
figure .... 

S~ri C. K. 8hattacharyya: Some of 
it has gone to Dr. Ranen Sen also. 

Dr. Ra.nen Sen: Ranen Sen did not 
get Gauri sen's money. I want to 
know whether 'this is Gauri 'Sen's 
money. When you printed 34 lakh 
copies, did you not take into account 
the demand? Then, you did not even 
distribu'te the rest of the copies free. 
What is the idea? Your distribution 
organisation has thoroughly failed. 

These are some very objectionable 
features Of 'the working of this Minis-
rty. But, as I have said, by and large, 
I have no spirit of condemnation of 
the Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting. No doubt, there are 
some serious lapses in the adminis-
tration, in the functioning, in the 
way things are being done and that 
is why I am bringing them to the 
notice of the Minister, sO that both 



D.G.-Min. CHAITRA 18, 1887 (SAKA) of I. &- B. 

the Minister and the Deputy Minis-
ter will look into these cases and try 
to rectify them as much as possible 
and as early as possible, before grea-
ter damage is done. 

Shri ADsar Han-ani. (Bisauli); Mr. 
Deputy-Speaker, I have always con-
sidered the Ministry of Information 
and Broadcasting as a very impor-
tant Ministry. After the dawn of 
freedom, this Ministry was presided 
over by Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. But, 
after the death of Sardar Vallabh-
bhai Patel, thi3 Ministry fell 
on evil days and fOr a decade 
the affaks of this Ministry were 
in a complete' mess. I take this op-
portunity of congratulating the hon. 
Prime Minister for his choice of the 
present Minister. The present Minis-
ter has learnt her lessons at the feet, 
not only at the feet but in the bp of 
one of the greatest exponents of our 
nation. Therefore, India has great hope 
in her and, I am sure, that she will 

justify tb at hope. 

Ever since she has come to this 
Ministry, she has done everything 
that is ever possible within the limit-
ed time to streamline the affairs of 
the Ministry. The aft'airs of the Minis-
try have considerably improved. But 
I am not completely satisfied and I 
would wait for next year SO that I 
may be able to give her more bou-
quets. 

It was this country which was lib-
erated by Pandit Nehru; it was this 
country where feudalism was sma-
shed byPandit Nehru. Jawahar-
lal Nehru was fighting against 
capitalism also. Had he been alive for 
a longer time, he would have smash-
ed the press monopoly. It has fallen 
on the shoulders of his daughter that 
she should fight the monopoly of the 
press. I am sure that in the times yet 
to come she will be able to succeed 
in that mission which was left un-
fulfUlea iud unfinished .by her great 
fatbe!'. 

15 hrs. 
In this connection I would like 10 

read out an extract from the Report 
of the Ministry of Information and 

Broadcasting. It reads;-

"A study of the ownership of 
papers by the Press Registra c 
showed that the general pat+.crn 
continued to be the same as be-
fore." 

That means, nothing was achiev-
ed in this connection. It continues:-

"Papers belonging 'to chains. 
groups and multiple units com-
manded 24' 8 per cent of the 
total circulation of papers. 143 
dailies controlled by theSe three 
categories of common ownership 
claimed 68' 55 per cent of the 
total circulat'on of dailies in the 
country. The nine big English 
dailies controlled by these three 
categories claimed 75' 8 per cent 
of the total circulation of all 
English dailies. Nine owners rep-
resenting four chains, three 
groups and two multiple units 
published 43 dailie, and between 
them shared 41 per cent of the 
total circulation of all dailies." 

Sir, Indian democracy, Indian par-
liamentary system is at ransom in 
the hands of these gangsters who own 
these newspapers. It has got to be 
smashed if parliamentary democracy 
is to survive. We have seen the role 
of these newspapers at the time of 
the Chinese aggression. They had 
the audacity to publish cartoons and 

ridicule even our great Prime Minis-
ter. It is time that the entire coun-
try should rise up against this mono-
pO'y of the press and I assure Shri-
mati Indira Gandhi that she will have 
the full support of the people and 
Parliament of this country in smash-
ing these chains and ending the mono-
poly of the press. It is time that the 
M<>nopoly Commission shOUld i.e cn-
-:rusted with the taSk of making a 
thorough investigation into the m,mo-
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poly of the press and doing something 
about it. 

While 'the press is completely con-
trolled by a gang Of big capitalists, 
the fate of the news agencies is not 
better. There is the Press Trust of 
mdia. They call it the PTI although, 
if I have my way, I will call it "Per-
i ur" turned into information." It is 
co;;trolled by the capitalists. It is 
controlled by the big businessmen. The 
Press Commission recommended that 
the :ret-up of the PTI may continue 
as it is but the directors should be 
changed and the Chairman of the 
lWard of Directors should be ap-
pointed by the Chief Justice of India. 
'rill tcxhy that recommendation is on 
paper. I hope and trust that next 
year, when the hon. Minister comes 
to this House with her Demands, she 
will make an announcement tha: at 

least this recommendation of the 
Press Commission has been imple-
mented. 

Apart from that, We know it very 
well that the Press Trust of India is 
a monopoly agency. It is necessary 
that the Government should en-
courage smaller agencies to develop 
and the entire monopoly should be 
taken away from the Press Trust of 
India. 

There is one point to which r 
would like to draw the attention of 
the hon. Minister. In the old days ex-
ternal publicity was controlled-it is 
stilI being controlled-by the EXter-
nal Affairs Ministry. It might have 
been good in those days, but now with 
Shrimati Indira Gandhi at the helm 
of affairs of the Ministry of Inf')rma-
tion and Broadcasting, I would urge 
the Minister of External Affairs to 

transfer the control of external pub-
licity to the Ministry of Information 
and Broadcasting. It will have these 
advantages; firstly, duplication will 
not be there: secondly, expenses will 
be reduced; and, thirdly. our boys of 
the Indian Information Service will 
have opprtunities to go abroad, work 
;,., our foreign embassies, come back 

and have reorientation- by working in 
India itself. Those information offi-
cers, who are posted in our embas-
sies, who have completely lost touch 
with India and who sometimes come 
for a brief period here, cannot func-
tion so ably and so justifiably a~ our 
cadres of Indian Information Servic<' 
people can do. I hope that the i'<iinis-
ter will take this point into conSIdera-
tion. 

Sior, I have not much to say about 
All India Radio. A number of friends 
have referred to the failing and to the 
good work of All India Radio. But I 
can say that in recent years the affrur. 
of All India Radio have conside1'l8.bly 
improved. But it needs still more 
improvement. The appointment of tbP. 
committee has been welcomed by 
eVery section of the people and we 
hope that with the recommendations 
of this commi:tee will improve the 
affairs of All India Radio. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: The hon. 
Member's time is up. 

Shri Ansar Harvani: Just one minute 
more. 

But icr'l this connection I would like 
to point out that Vividh Bharati and 
Urdu M<,jlis have been the most popu-
lar programmes of All India Radio 
and I hope that more time would be 
allotted to them ... (Interruption). 

Since you have rung the bell, I 
would not touch any other point. In 
conclusion, I again congratulate the 
hon Minister. India has great hope 
in her and I hope that she will juslib' 
that hope by coming next year and 
announcing the monopoly of the 
press has been finished. 

~ ~ "" : (~) :~
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~~~~~ I ",141/4..,dl ~ 
~ q,'T ~ f.I; ~ 1Rm'fIf '!it ;f\fu om: 
IfiN 5I1Jm'iT it ~ ~ ~AT ~ 
om: ~ mr ~ ~ ~ fcr;m: 
q,'T~1fTcW~_1 ~~ 
~ifitf.l; ~~1f ;:;it ~ ~ ~ 
~ lIT ~ tTfu" ~ IfiN ~ t: lIT 
~) m flriQ ~ t m lilfm 

4IfiRtl!ll","l ~ ~ 'IiTIf lI\Iit ~ ~, 
"IT'In: ...,. ~ ~ m ~ '!it Fe ~ 
m 'lfuiI; m- <'rR' ~ ~ ~ 
1Rm'fIf...,.~1ti't~~. ~ 

~ ~, ~ Cfif lI'mIif f.nfT1r~, 
If\"o mto ~o ~~IITw.r~~ 
'tWit ~, m mr ~ ~ '1firt; tTfu" 
10IR ~ tTfu" oni ;;rr ~.~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ 'IT'R ~ ~.fiI;ln 0f11f 

;:;ftf.I; ~ ~ Ilfdf .. 1i:i4'l ~ f.r;m: 
ifi't 1 ~m~~~'liT6lflif 

~'tiW~~1 

m ~ ~ sr<mTif f'<I1rfIT it; m it 
fW f.m;r 'tiW ~ ~ I srmr.r 
~ it; IfiN ..n- !II1n: ~ ~ ~ 
it; ~ 1f ~ aT ~ f.;re;rr ~ ~ 
~_~~~l~ti 
~ "'~ ~, ~, f'lMf"'4'i, 
~m om: ~ ~ ~ ;;iT f.I; 
~,~~;ff,~~ 
~ ;;rrn ~ lIT ~ fiR ;;rrn ~, ~ 
m~mm...,.~~~~'!it 
~~om:'flliT'!it~~~~ 
'fiT ~ {if m 'ffit ~ ~ifi 
;;ftq.:r 'liT ~ 1fT IffiT ~ 1 ~ ~ fir« 
4..,z.."",","l ~ 1f ~ ~ ~ 
~ a ~ ~ 1f ~ §11; om: ;fT;r Cf 

~~~~fiR;;rr~ 
~ lI"CfR: If;) 6lflif 1f ~ §11;. ~ 
~~~1;fTdT~fifi~~ 
mmNf..n-om:~ ~~ 'liT 
;;iT f.I; fmiT 1f ~ ~ ~, ~ '4T ~ ~, 
~ q: fiI;m 1ft 'I1"I>R ~ 'flliT it; md" ifq-
~;f ~ ~ ~ it 1fT ~ fcr;m: 
'mm ~ ~ ~ ~ lI'mIif ~ 
lfit~'IiT~~it~~~j 
f.I; ~ om: 'lfuiI; ~ ~ q,'T ~
ifid"T ~ I 
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l >.oTT ifT<'rifr'l'iT] 
1m flriN SIfr.f ~ it; m it ~ 

~ ~ ~ t fit; 1mf f{-~ ~ 
~ it; ~ ~ ~ 'Cl'fiA; 00 ;;rR 
<mit ~R ~ ~ ~ ~ ;;rR <mit 
'1fmt I :;it1it~,~~'lTlIif!ll'if 
,~ :;it w If'l'il"{ it; 'llrof f.rom 
fcm'fO ~ it; fcrfur it ~ amft 
~ 'IiR ~'~ mffi ~;a'if it 'I'm 
'liT ~ ~ t I it ~ lfT lIifIr.f 
i~~lfTrn~~~'I'm 
'!iT 1it it *t ~ lit ~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ fit; f,;m ~ 1I'ro lfT ;a'if it 
wittr ~ ~f t '1& itm t fit; m-
~'UHIfi!I14I, ~'IRt mI1'f it; m iR 
~ ~ amft ~ ~ ~~ f;'ii '1& 
i\11J ~ ~ mit t I '1& ~ ttm 
l'!m it f.RiT ~ :;i'tfiI; ~~ 'lIT 
~it~~m~I~~ 
'~ ~ ~ m: 'QJ'fim <m'fT 
~ <mf'l'i ~ f;r-riur '!iT 'l'irl' ~ 
if ~r ~ ~, <i~zr <rr~ 'if"l" <:(r 
t,~it~'!IT~~~ 
W«if 'if\'f ~ ~, ~ ~ ~ fifomij' 
iii srlf(if l('l'i f<f'ill<: iii ~'f it ~~.f 
>.:nit ~ I ~ mmiT Q:«t 1fl\'fT it if 
f~ ~, ttm Ofifill"lT it ~ ~P< 
,ffifiI; '1& m ~ m~, mN'Ii" 
~~9;£R:~~~~; 
<'i'\1ifili~it~;r~~~<r~ 
~ m: fcr;m: w ~ it; <'ff{ift 
~1 fiI;m;ft, "Ji~, ~ qtj-~ 
~m~, ~ f(:tfRf it; ~ m 
~;a'ifit;~itm~~f ... ;m:~ 
,.mmm it; ~ it m.: ~ '.riI' ~ mmiT 
it;~itm~f~it;~it 
qf;r ortif a1fiI; ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
,~ri·;fi<:;a'ifit;~l('l'i~lfT 
;~~ ~ '%- I it '1 1 ((<:I i ~ fi; ~ ~ 
~ f' ·r;~ '" <hG7 f~ SlfTiI' rorr 
',~ 9;£';" ~ WI;;' 'f;! mmiT ~ 

1Ii't~~~ilimm~OfifaTiIi 

~itQ;lli~m~~ 
~ ~~ I l!i sr~ t fit; mm- art~lf 
lift ~ SlfTiI' ~llT ~ t, ~ ;;it 
~fu' ~ it m;ft ~.vft 'fi!: ~m 
'lTwt I 

1Il ~ srPaT 'lIT iffif t fit; m 
;;ft m ~ ~iffl47fi, <imr ~ 
<'rR'f ~;;ft, ;;it ~ ~;ft;f it ~ 
~, fit; "if !IlT fora' ;nafi ~, for;; q.ro:jf 
~ ~~ ~ it -sr~ fir.rffi .:~ t, ~ 
~"t m"l"-tfullT ~Il't if 'ml' ~ I ~ 
mmtfit;;a'if'llt;;ftifl"lft~~ 

'l'iWwt~itl('l'i~.ro 
'l'iclt w t, ~ 'Ii{ ~;;-mm~ 
~ m ~ 1A1<r"- srrr.r 'liciT W t, 
;;r;r ~ ~ ~ WIm: mittrr, erg: ~"" 
'171 Q;~ ~ ~';?fflT 'I>l' ...... ~ if; 
f"-<:I;, ~ilT if; f<f<m\'-;m'f <tr "SfTlIT'Il'i 
~;, ~ foro: ~ mlf.t mffi ~1iT I 

~if ~ 1it mm t fit; ~i't ~~'U 
~T ~, :;it ~!f *""flf !IlT 'l'it ~, mm 
~ ~ mcr ~~ ~ir" lIIT ~ 
lliftifTif'IT ~ ~m '$ft, ;;it "if 'I>l' 
~it fun ~ f<fmlif it oq't'l; "mit" 
~ "if if; m'i 'i!~ ~ if; ~ fl:rffl 
t m'l; 'il'r Ofrror if; If;fTiif''f 'I>l' ai"fT rn 
iIi~~~'I>l',,"f'Rf~if; ~ 
~tlit~~fit;Jrhit~ 
.m: wf.t ~ firlf iffiT ~ ifI"Ift 
'Ilt ~ 1"'" szn;r ~ ;;n1tIrr ~ ;;r;r 
1it ~ mittrr. ~ 'I>l' ~'ffiT it; ~ 
~ ;;n1tIrr I 

~ mtfit;~-~ 
~R: ~~ if; ~ ~ ~ mIIit 
~~mtt~~SITlI\'iI"FI" 
~ ~ 'lfR: '1& Ofif-1I'ro lfT SlRtf ... fmi! 
~ lIiW ~ lit mft,~ ~~ 
'IiW ~ ~ f.I; '1& mmiT ;;r;r;:rr, if; 
rnr~~<mft"l1'!lTij;~it 
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[>.tr 'fIVTlf~1f;T] 
~ 'fit ~ ~ ..". qm!l'liffi ~ I 

~ "SRiR if if<r;i ~ firnl'l'il 'fit ~ 
~ ..". \llq~4"'dl ~ I ~ ;;it 
~~~~\lR-.rIf
~ 'R O!lf~ ...-ml if fuif 
~ ~, ~ 'R ~Tor f'l;,.r ;;n;rr~: I 

if ~ W f.!; ~ ~ liT 6lIT'f ron 
~ 

if -mrr ~ ~ f.!; ~ "SRiR r 
~ ~ if ;mr ~ "SI"Tfu ~ 
'liT< ~ fq'ilI{biI{1 oro ~, ;;ft 
~ 'fit ~'Il'f if;{ ~, 'f41f't; if 
~~ ~ 'fit ~-mu 'Iiii.d'T ~, ~ 
~"fI1JT-mud"lft~~~~, -.r'Iff; 
~ \IT: ~~ -..-rfu<iT '1ft ~ 1:f mifRT ~ I 
~~ifm>-Tif~~ ;f.t 

l'fitif ~ ~~ 'fK(lT ~ I 

8hri 8ezhiyan (Perambalur): Mr. 
Deputy-Speaker. before I begin my 
speech I congratulate and welcome the 
new Minister, Shrimati Indira Gandhi. 
Her appointment i~ a sincere attempt 
to bring in fresh wind in the stagnant 
backwaters of the Ministry of Infor-
mation and Broadcasting. She has 
been noted for her catholicity of out-
look, sincerity of pUI'pO,;e, end"avour 
to understand the difficulties and 
views of others and eagerness solve 
problems in a human way, however 
unpalatable however difficult the 
problems may be. With her presence 
in ,the Ministry, I hope the criticisms 
we have been voicing year aiter year 
will be looked into and the drawbacks 
and deficiencies in the Ministry to 
which we have been drawing attention 
will be removed soon. 

It t3 a welcome sign that she has 
appointed a committee to go into the 
working of All India Radio. We 
ha,ve to await the report of the com-
mittee. All the same, we haVe to say 
cettain things because the All India 
Radio and other media of publicity 
have to be attuned to the necessities 

and requirements of our parliamen-
tary democracy. It has been pointed 
out time and again that the impact· of 
the publicity effort of the GovernmJent 
has not had as desirable an effect as it 
'should have. This has always \leen 
so. Publicity external as well as in-
ternal, has belen unimaginative, in-
effective slow and wooden. They 
step in very late. Whenever there is a 
crisis, whenrever some international 
problems arise wherein Indim Interests 
are involved, OUr publicity function-
aries should be the first persons to 
enter the field aDd present our case to 
other countries. My point is that 
whenever we want to present a elL'" 
at UNO, Security Council and so on, 
we should prepare the ground not at 
the UNO but at the various metropo-
litan centres of ,the world, at Accra 
at Nairobi, at Cairo at Santiago, at 
Manika and so on. Our information 
centres at these places should be very 
actiVe and create an atmosphere so 
that whenever problems or issues 
arise, we are able to present them in 
proper perspective and OUr stand is 
appreciated. 
15.28 brS. 

[SHRI KHADILKAR in the Chair] 
There is no gOOd saying Satyameva 
Jayate, truth will win. Of course. 
truth shou'd win then only it will 
have a chance to win. But the truth 
should be madre known to the outside 
world. In that respect, our publicity 
has been very unimaginative an:'! 
amateurish. This is the Ca1e not only 
with regard to ex:lemal publicity but 
also in respect of internal publicity. 
The blame for this has been correctly 
apportioned by Members Who spoke 
before me also. If you go through the 
report of the s1:udy team headed by 
Mr. Vidyalankar, there i:; a pertinent 
observation there Which is worth 
quoting: 

"A comment freely and widely 
made before us has been that 
radio programmes have shown an 
undue concern for publicity to per-
sonalities in Government and to 
departments of government ins-
tead of projecting achievemen-.:o 
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as national efforts in which the 
people have a luge share". 

They also point out that 'the All India 
Radio has a moral obligation to serve 
as the voice of the people as much as 
,the mouthpiece of the Government'. 

Therefore, we have to See how far 
ihis has been effective not only as the 
mauthpiece of the Government but 
al'30 as thie mirror, reflection, of the 
wish"" and aspirations (jf. the people. 

In Hus connection, I would point out 
to the Minister that more and more we 
h~v€ to give a place to the national 
languages,because people, who are in 
remote parts of the country, under-
st.and what is being spoken in their 
mother tongue. 

I would aLo like to point out 
tnat tile treatment given by All India 
Radio to all the languages has not 
"been equal, equitable or jusi. For ins-
tance, the Hindi Unit has been well 
;;taffed and well served, while the 
other language units have not been 
given the same treatment. They have 
been given a step-montherly treat-
ment. To illustrate my point, let m<' 
giVe the composition of these units. 
The Hindi Unit consists of one Grade I 
officer drawing more than as, 1,000, 
three Grade II officers drawing Rs. 600 
to RB. 700; then there are translators, 
separate announcers drawin£: B3. 500 
Or mOre, there are typists and steno-
graphers to assist them. But if you 
come to the other languages, the Tamil 
Unit for instance, .there are no Grade I 
or Grade II officers, no 3eparate an-
nounces; there are only translators, 
and they haVe to translate and at the 
same time announce, Why this dis-
parity? Do yOU not want the Tamil 
news bulletins to be as effective as 
the Hindi ones? Do you not think It 
nece'c..~ that well prepared neW5-
bulletins should reach the people who 
speak Tamil, Telugu or Canarese, 
who are in millions? Therefore. this 
kind of gtepmotherly treatment should 
be avoided. We should elve them 

equal treatment, staff them and serve 
them well 

Similarly, you find that the language 
units are being housed in decrepit 
parts, without any amenities or suffi-
cient accommodation. TIns is verT 
deplorable, 

Hindi news bulletins are broaacast 
iour times a day, while in the other 
languages, there are only three bulle-
tins a day. Further, in the non-Hindi 
States one Hindi new" bulletin is 
being broadcast compulsorily, while in 
the Hindi States nO broadcast is made 
in the other languages. For exam-
ple, in Madras there is a Hindi new_ 
bulletin,but in the Allahabad station 
Of U.P. for instance there is no bulle-
tIn in Tamil or Malayalam or any 
other South Indian language, If you 
Want real integration you should give 
equal treatment and status to 1111 lan-
guages. 

The Vividh Bhuati programme is 
broadcast for 2 to 13 hours a day, 
but all the 'lour South IndIan langua-
ges are clubbed together and given 
only 1-3/4 hours out of this; that is, 
each of the}e four South Indian lan-
guages get.<; less than half an ~1O'Jr a 
day out of the total of 12i or 13 
hours. Not only that. Even though 
the programm'es are in Tam'; or 
Telugu. the announcements aI'e made 
in Hindi. A person who hears thi: 
programme in Tamil Nad would rather 
switch on to Radio Ceylon than hear 
this programme of Vivid Bharati which 
is really Vividh Hindi. Therefore, if 
you want to serve the l)c')ple of the 
different languages; the annuonceme,.,t 
shOuld be made in th'eir langull;.>e, and 
t,l}ere should be equitable distrib"tion 
of time, so that there wouln be an 
effective projection of the poJCli'S of 
the Government to those people, 

I was mentioning about <Jur news 
being late. Late news is no np.wsat 
all. This defect of latenilSs seems to 
be monumental and is not contine<:, 
only to All India Radio; the oth~r de-
partments und~r the Ministry of In-
formation and Broadcasting a~so seem 
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[Shri Sezhiyan] 
to be aftected .by . this. l!'or ins'.:-.nce, 
the Department of Audio-Visual Pub-
licity haVe brought OUt a Pre::tlge 
Diary priced at Rs. 5 for Lhe year 
1965. Do you know when it was prin-
ted and publi!ihed? It -.vas printed 
somewhere in Bombay. aDd brought 
here and put in the market on the 27th 
Or 28th of January, while in Madras it 
was available only in the first week of 
February. Those who want to buy a 
diary want it in December, not iu 
!anuary or February. EvE1l the 
quality of printing ha ~ deteriorated 
much compared to last year -and the 
year before last; nothing new has 
come out, no imProvement has beal 
made. The only improvement is th"t 
it has been late by more than cnc 
month. I understand that the re-
sult is that more than 10,000 ccp:"s of 
this diary, COJting Rs. 40,000 to 50,000 
are lying idle in bundles. Probably. 
after one or two years they would be 
distributed to the staff, and tI ~ey ""m 
take them home and use them for 
writing household or dhobl ~ccounts. 

I would like to know why 10,OCO 
copies are lying idle, why there was so 
much delay in printing and bringillg 
the diarie] to the market resulting in 
this colossal waste of Rs. 40,000 to 
Rs.50,OOO. 

Much has been said here about 
newspapers. Freedom of thP preS3 is 
Ollie thing which we should preserve in 
a democratic country. However un-
.palatable the views expressed by a 
newspaper may be, Government 
shOUld not try to suppre~s it. But 
what has happened in Madras l'ecent-
ly? The Madras Government has in-
~tituted cases under D!R against 
many papers including Congress 
papers. They are Swadesamitraft, 
M:alai Mura.su, M:alai Mani, Dina Tauti, 
Murasoli TamftMd and some other 
papers. I do not want to go into th<e 

',:>;uI,erits of the cases because it is sub-
:;uaice, but I want to remind the hon. 
Minister that there is a categorical 
oo:mnitment of Government in thiB 
cOnnection which has been Violated. 
There is a COftImiotment that neither 
the Central Government nor the State 
Governments would start any r-roJecu-

tions without first olitaining the ad-
vice of the Central Emergencv Press 
Advisory Committee, but from press 
reports I understand that Govei'nment 
ha3 failed to take their advice in these 
cases, before instituting the prOS'eCu-
tions. Therefore it is not only a ques-
tiOn of gagging the pres,; and .3uppres-
sing news and views which are un-
palatable to Government, but it Is 
going against the very agreements 
made by the Government. 

I haVe referred on previous occa-
sions to the many circulars that have 
been isSued by the different Ministries 
of the Government of India III con-
nection with 26th January. One of 
the mo~t atrocious circulars was IssUerl 
by the In'formation and Broadcasting 
Ministry. TillS was afterwards denied. 
I do not hold Shrimati Indira Gandhi 
or Mr. Patabhi Raman responsible for 
this circular. The circular bear; the 
No. l2\34\64-Adm. I. dated 19th 
December, 1964, wherein many things 
have been said. For examlll~, in 
i tern 11 it ~ays: 

"The officers and staff who can 
speak in Hindi, should as far as 
possible speak in Hindi in official 
meetings and in mutual discu.-
sions." 

I want to have a categorical 5lJte-
ment as to what has actually nappen-
ed to this circular, whether it has been 
withdrawn, cancelled or amenll('d, ·be-
cause It is agitating the mind, .of the 
people and they should not be kept in· 
sus:pence. So, I request the hon. 
Minister to give a clear answer. 

Shrimati Yashoda Be44y: Let me at 
thie very out;et join my other friends 
who haVe congratulated the hon. 
Minister. I must draw the attention 
of the Rouse and the hon. Minister to 
the great inpact she has created on 
Members of Parliament and the peo-
ple of India in more than one field. 

First of all, I would draw attention 
to the statement she made iminet(iate-
ly after taking charge of the MinistJ.'Y .. 
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She said that there were many things 
that had to be toned up in the Minis-
try, that OUr external publicity was 
very poor and had to be Unproved. 
Coming from the Minister herself im-
mediately after taking charge of the 
Ministry, it must have given a sort ot 
fillip to all the members in her 
Ministry, and made them understand 
that whatever might have been the 
lapses' in the pUt, here was a Minis1 
who was goin2 to have absolute con-
trol, assess the situation and do good 
to the people and the Government 
and not be a mere figure head. 

Secondly, in the last ten months I 
have seen, and most of the Members 
must have noticed, how she has per-
formed Parliament; how she has faced 
Parliament in the most difficult situa-
tions though it is her first experience 
of Parliament. 

For instanc.e, there was the time 
when the Pope came here. Th~re was 
much confusion in the country, and 
there was a short ne>tice question in 
the House. I must congratulat,· her 
and the AIR on th~ way it handled 
the commentary on the arrival of the 
Pope. Importance was giYen to his 
visit not because he was a religious 
head. We are a secular Government, 
but here was a great man coming for 
the first time to India, to Asia. She 
gave Instructions to AIR with a cor-
rect .perspective, with the result that 
performance was highly creditable. 

AnotllPr day, answering a question 
in Rajya Sabha about language she 
said that Hindi wa" the national lan-
guage no doubt but we must be 
cautious. 

Thirdly, I congratulate her 011 one 
thing more. She was the only Cabinet 
Minister of the Union Government to 
go to Madras to face the trouble when 
there was language agitation. She 
showed both qualities of inheritance 
and her own inherent capacities wh~n 
she decided that to face this probiem, 
she must be on the spot. I app~ciate 
her understanding and breadth of 

thinking that made her say that re-
thinking in the language policy wa.> 
necessary. Today the Government of 
India is doing it. Apart from what 
she does as a Minister, it is these 
things that go to show the qualities of 
popular leadership in her. I am 
prOUd of it because Minister is also a 
lady. If I haVe been extra proud, I 
hope the House will understand' it, 
certainly I do not apologise. 

The hon. Member Dr Sen of th'2 
Communist Party said that this Minis-
try was solely utilised for the use of 
the Government and they give all the 
tUne to the Ministers' statements; they 
monopolise it for political purposes. 
I >strongly refute it. I have been 
seeing the working of the A.I.R. 
Many Members, like Mr. Masani. said 
last year that AIR is working very 
good aOd it is no biassed. He says that 
there was a speech on the 4th April 
where the person concerned did not 
speak on the same lines as the pol icy 
of the Government. As far as Korala 
problem is concerned, if anybodv said 
so it is wrong. It only goes to-show 
that the Gowrnment of India, at least 
the Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting, gives opportunity not 
only to the Ministers but certainly to 
every section of the Indian poll tical 
opinion. . .. (An Hon. Member: More 
than their own due). Ewry Lady 
agrees that this is a powerful machi-
nery of information media, both in-
ternal and external and I would ack 
the House if, ~ven if it becomes a 
corporation, and even i'f it were solelY 
manned by Swatantra or communist 
people, they would not do that1 
Certainly more than fifty per cent ot 
the time would be for Government 
and the Government's policies. Ii 
you believe that this is the only 
media of internal and external publi-
city, certainly a dUe proportion should 
be given to the Govenpnent. 

The hon. Minister must giVe dir~c· 
tions a little more to things like 
national emergency, planning, cultnrlll 
affait'S and educa100nal programmes. 
Whatever might have been the criti-
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eisms of the functioning of the AIR I 
believe it can come up to the expecta-
tions of the people in case of emer-
gencies. We have seen at the time of 
the Chinese aggressiOn how they did 
their job well. Recently, it was a sad 
thing and I am renUnded of our late 
beloved Prime Minister, the greatest 
leader of India, when he passed away 
on that day the pel'.formance of the 
AIR has been wonderful .... 

(IntI!1TUptions) ..• (An Him. Member: 
Deplorable) 

[Smu TmRuMAL.' RAo in the Chair] 

Some Members say 1eplorable. Let 
good m'en be our judge but let them 
DOt forget in their absolute goodness 
what human frailties are I con-
sider it is one of the ~t piece 
of commentaries. I also con-
gratulate :the hon. Minister for 
the news review national or int<er-
national whiCh she has introduced and 
which comes after every two or three 
days. Reporting on our President's 
tour of Russia and Ireland was one 
of the best performances I have heard. 
Many Members have said about the 
commentaries on sports. One word of 
congratulation to my friend, Vizzy 
who sits in my bench, we are proud 
(If him. 

I do not have much time. 8<>, I 
would like to go to the n'ext point, 
about the news announcements 
Madam .... 

Mr. Chairman: I would request the 
bon. Member not to forget the pre-
sence of the Chair. She ha, not much 
time now. 

Sbrlmatl YashOlla Bet1d,.: When one 
bears the news or commentaries one 
is struck with one ~e unmls-
takable amateur quality. There seems 
to be Jack of consciousness among 
_~e who plan and produce pro-
. gHmmes tha.t there ought to be 
strictly professional standards for 
·even the simple filler announcements. 
We had Melville de Mellow Who used 
almost to dominate all the English 
programmes; it used to be a pleasure 
and relaxation to listen to him. He 

had an earnest very competent, almost 
SOlicitoUs manner which gave the most 
banal news a news-worthy air. Of 
course there are also other good 
announcers like Surjit Sen or Roshen 
Menon. But now, especial1:y the lady 
announeers-I do not wish to mention 
their names because it is not good-
give more weight to the style of pr(l-
nonclation; they do not have an under-
standing of the background of the 
news; they should grasp the subtle 
significance of national and inter-
national affairs of importance. 

Coming from Hyderabad and stay-
Ing in Delhi, I heard the Urdu 
announcers Sayeed Banu I believe she 
IS one of the best and I congratulate 
her. 

1 must say one word about films. I 
have looked through the Government 
censor board rules and the sinemota-
graph rules. I am sorry to say that 
in spite of Hindi being the official 
language some of the worst pictures 
come from that language. I am happy 
to say one of the best films is a Ben-
gali production; next comes Telugu if 
I may excused in saying so and then 
Tamil. I am saying things objectively. 
The censor rules say that the pictures 
should not undermine the accepted 
canons of decency or depict vice or 
immorality as attractive or cast a halo 
of success or glory round the vicious 
or immoral. But I saw a picture ''Bin 
Badal Barsat" which depicts neither 
the high values of religion Or the high 
values of sincere love; but only how 
black magic and tantric and yantric 
system is more powerful. I thought 
in the last scene of the 
picture at least, they would say that 
the other things are more powerful 
but to my surprise they did not give 
preference to the other things. but 
only to yantra and tantra. I do not 
know what they call it in Hilldi. 
Censor Board must give greater 
thought to such things. There are 
some goOd pictures like Dost! and 
Kabuliwala, some of the best pictures. 
I recommend that such a picture 
should be shown to all our school-
children free of cost. There are some 
good producers like Satyajit Ray and 
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B. N. Reddi in the South. These pe0-
ple have prod\reed classic pictures of 
high cultural standards. Perhaps they 
could not be box office hits. Today 
our producers have their feet in the 
box offiCe and their heads in the 
clouds lind these are the people mak-
ing money. The Film Finance COl'-
poration should invite talented people 
and give them every encouragement. 

. Last one word, Sir.. Some hon. 
Members said that the PTI should be 
nationalised. I do not agree. I agree 
there may be monopolistic tendencies. 
But coming frOm a party which beli-
eves in democracy, I do not belie'/e 
in nationalising any Press organ 
because it goes against the generally 
accepted principles of democracy. 
There were three things which the 
Press Trust of India had accepted at 
the instanCe of the Government, first-
ly, to raise the strength of the board 
from 12 to 14 directors; secondly, that 
the number of eminent persons from 
the public on the PTI Board, not con-
nected with the newspaper industry, 
will be increased from two to four; 
and thirdly, at least two members of 
the Board will be representatives of 
medium-sized aUd language news·· 
papers. The han. Minister shOUld see 
that this is done. I am utterly against 
the PTI nationalisation. 

I may make one submission about 
the Cuddappah station, which is my 
own district. The han. Minister, Dr. 
Gopala Reddi promised on the floor 
of the House that it will be an origi-
nating centre and not just a relaying 
centre. It would cost us Rs. 20 lakhs 
and the time or the duration it being 
worked now only between 6 and 9 
p.m. I request the han. Minister to 
look into this matter. 

Ultimately, I would like to refer to 
one point before I close. There was 
an instance where both the husband 
and wife were central Goverr.ment 
servants, and the wife requested tor a 
transfer to the place .where her hus-
band was working. The hon. Minister 

163 (ai) LSD-7. 

h8.d said that the wife should either 
choose her husband or the job. (In-
terruption) . 

An hon. Member: Who was that? 

Shrimatl Yashoda Recldy: I will tell 
him later. I request the han. Minis-
ter to look into such matters more 
sympathetically Finally, I wish to 
congratulate the hon. Minister and the 
administration in her Ministry. I 
wish her good luck and Godppeed. 

Shri Khadllkar : Mr. Chairman, Sir, 
many hon. Members have devoted 
some time at their disposal to the 
administrative failures of this Minis-
try, but I feel this House should take 
note of another aspect of the Infor-
mation and Broadcasting Ministry, 
and . that is what role this Ministry 
is going to play after Independence; 
when the whole society is being 
transformed in a purposeful direction, 
with a certain socialistic objective. 
the only agency of information, 1nS-
truction, at the disposal of tbe Gov-
ernment is one agency that is being 
controlled by the hon. Minister. I 
am very happy,-and perhaps she is 
emulating the great traditions of her 
father. the great leader of this coun-
try-at what she has said-if I may 
put it that way, a spirit of n~-con
formity. because for the first time--
il it has been correctly reported-and 
she is the first Minister of Informa-
tion and Broadcasting to have 
acknowledged that nothing has been 
done to adjust the AIR to the vastly 
changed and constantly changing 
climate of indepielldjent India. This 
is a very significant utterance. Why 
I say it is becaUSe of this: i.n 1962, 
when the survey of broadcasting in 
the new~ independent countries was 
carried on it has been discovered by 
the UNESCO-and it is mentioned in 
its Year Book-that UAR is much 
ahead of us; Indonesia and also C~y
Ion are ahead of us. We are laggmg 
behind because the rhythm of chang-
ing Iif~. as it should be reflected in 
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this medium, is lacking. Perhaps 
there are reasons for that, and cer-
tain corrective steps are called for. 

I would like to quote one observa-
tion from the 'Year Book of UNESCO 
1962,because it throws out many 
ideas for our consideration. The 
UNESCO has been cmwdering what 
has been done by China durin, the 
short span after freedom; we can also 
do much better, because it is not a 
question of just shouting from the 
Opposition in a hoarse manner about 
China. We must take note of, in 
what manner, what method, what 
determination, in what way, China Is 
making an advance and taking note 
of that We must meet that challenge. 
The 19&2 UNESCO Year Book has 
said the following: 

"Radio is gradually becoming a 
part of the life of the working 
people and group-listening is 
videspread." 

And then, because it ~ the Peking 
regime in China-

"Each people commune now 
has its own reception service. 
By mid-1959, 8,BOO wired broad-
casting centres and some 25,000 
community receiving centres had 
been set up thorought the coun-
try. 

In the basic plan of agricultu-
ral development, the general 
establisbment of broadcasting illl 
rural areas was planned. 

Educational broadcwRS are 
numerous and cover the fields of 
politics, science, history, geogra-
phy, literature and the ~. It 
is transmitted for 15 mmutes, 

-"'dght times a week. The 'Pages 
from Hi~tory' series,-

The ideas are such that we should 
copy them aDd try to introduce them 
here. Therefore, I am readfag out 
this longish extract from the Year 
Book. 

" ...... also very popular, is 
transmitted for 15 minutes four 
times a week. 'Sunday Radio 
University,'-

This is Ii gOOd idea. Last year, when 
I spoke, I said that in the universities 
and schools, the academic life should 
be -alive with some ferment which is 
lackdng, especialljy because good 
teachers are not there. Therefore, 
the radio should be a university for 
those who are eager and who have 
an urge for knowledge, a thirst for 
knowledge, and the radio should try to 
satisfy their hunger for learning. In 
Maharashtra, at the Poona centre, 
they have started giving instructions, 
at the time of the examination, to the 
schools; in passing, I would suggest 
that, as in the rural areas where you 
are giving sets, if you give sets to 
the schools. where good teachers 
are not available because the 
teachers are under-paid and the tea-
chers have lost their statU3 .md the 
respect in society that would be good. 
After all, the student wants to learn 
and understand. I suggest that the 
question of radio university and ins-
truction to schools must be taken very 
seriously. It has been practised in 
Poona very successfully. And then: 

"Sunday Radio University, the 
longest of the educational broad-
CwRS, is transmitted every Sunday 
and lasts one hour. It is devoted 
to philosophy, political science, 
natural sciences, literature and the 
art3. Other educational broad-
casts are devoted to music and the 
theatr'e." 

It also says that a "radio and televiSion 
university with 8,000 students was 
recently established." 86, it necessary 
to set up an effective Listener Research 
Organisation for the AIR. I would 
stop quoting from the eUract at this 
point. 

On that basis, I would like to appeal 
to the hon. Minister, to look ink. the 
question. During the time of Panditji, 
woe have found in this country cons-
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tantly a dialogue on different topics 
going on; the people were differing, 
but certain ideas were thrown about. 
That dialogue must be revived and 
that is the Iifebreath of democracy and 
of social advance and the new emerg-
ing society in this country. Panditji, 
liuring the 17 years of his leadership, 
has created a certain consciousne3s in 
the minds of the people, a conscious-
ness of betterment of life, a little 
scientific outlook, throwing aside the 
burden of past history and tradition. 
The'e things today can be kept alive. 
Today, universities have become more 
or less dead; nowhere do you find the 
intellectual ferment in the country. At 
such an hour, I expect that this insti-
tution at their command should serve 
as a university, as a fermenting agent 
for all social and political life in the 
country. 

After saying this, I will turn to cer-
tain other aspects, taking two minutes 
fOr each. 

Mr. Chairman: I must draw the at-
tention of the hon. Member to the 
fact that he has already consumed 211 
hk; time. Otherwise, I would not have 
rung the bell. There are so many 
others waiting. 

Shri Khadilkar: I will finish my 
spe:ech within 15 minutes. Then 
there was the question of the corpora-
tion. This idea every year has been 
trotted out, but those who spon,sor 
this idea do not realise that even in the 
west, countries . like France or West 
Germany or Canada or Australia in 
the east or the UAR, the 
Government are playing the lead-
ing part in directing their 
radio and television policy. In 
India. the Government has a dynamic 
pOlicy of social and political and eco-
nomic transformation, and at such an 
hour, if you are going to hand over 
this instrument to private enterprise, 
there would be so many difficulties. 
And then there is the question of con-
trol: w·ho is going to control them, 
private enterprise or public? Today. 
the Government, with a certain deter-
mined policy. objective before it. can 

use this instrument and therefore, we 
should not accept the idea of a em-
poration. I would advance a further 
argument but the time is very limited. 

16 hrs. 
There is :nother very important 

factor. In UAR, they have got cheap 
sets costing Rs. 60 for the common 
man. In this country, the radio in-
dustry is dominated by business inter-
ests. You must start your own Public 
sector concern where a set for Rs. 40 
or Rs. 50 is made available to the com-
mon people. That is the only thing 
which can give the common 
man some entertainment. It can 
be hi3 constant companion, giving him 
a little enlightenment, instruction and 
education. In this vast democracy, 
for Our illeterate masses. this is the 
only medium which can serve them. 
with modern techniques to the agricul-
turist modern scientific devlopment 
to the half-educated and others whose 
minds are open with new ideas; this 
will bring a certain fresh air to their 
minds and enliven them:. . 

Then han. Minister has recentlyvisif.. 
ed Aurangabad and ~een' too urge of. 
the people, there. They want a radio 
station. It Is what we all' . Adhya 
Maharashtra, the centre of old culture. 
That station was dismantled. I do'-
not think it was quite a correct step. 
To serve the needs of that region, thoey 
want a radio station. Nowadays every 
region has its OWn culture. . You must 
bear in mind that we have got 14 lan-
guages and so many dialects. Oyer-. 
centralisation ot services does not " 
-serve the people. Instead of centra- . 
Used direction. there must be a re"' 
gional directOr for every region. 
They must have greater autonomy, 
so that they will show greater initia-
tive. From the results cd their per-
formance. you can say whether lhey 
have done well and satisfied the needs 
of the people. 

In every region, a new rena!,sance is 
taking pI~ce. Dont brush aside what 
h'lS happened in Madras. There mi~ht 
have done well and satisfied the needs 
there is a big new force emerging 
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the renaissance of the region. This is 
happening in every State. That must 
be taken note of. Every regional 

. radio station mwt be attuned to the 
people's desires and the people should 
feel satisfied with the programmes. 

Some criticism has been made that 
. AIR has become the mouthpieCe of a 
party. For in.3tance take the budget 
or the plan. You invite some acade-
mician, who has never read much. In 
a placid manner, he will give out cer-
tain things. Why not have a diseus-
sian on the implications of the budget 
and plan and invite people from both 
sides? . Prof. Ranga is there and there 
are other people on this side also. 
They can debate. That type of debate 
will bring out the issues very clearly. 

Big seminal books are being publish-
ed like What is History and Planning 
t01' Freedom by Crossman. On such 
books, why not pose a dis-
cussion? You have got a reviewer, 
who gets a little money and gives a 
small summary. He does not un-
derstand what is history or planning 
for democracY. Such ideas must be 
thrown into the minds of the people, 
so that they will germinate and grow, 
and strengthen the forces of demo-
cracy in this country. 

Mr. Chairman: I do not want to be 
rule, but he ,3hould conclude now. 

Shri Khadilkar: I wilYli1st sum up 
in a minute. 

Mr. Chairman: I would request him 
to resume his seat. 

Shri Khadilkar: Just a minute, Sir. 

The supreme need of AIR is not 
only. to reflect the many-sided main-
stream of Indian life and the myriad 
development in the WOrld, but also to 
look and plan forward for tomorrow 
and the day after. The re}ponsibili-
ties and obligations of AIR are great 
aUd numerous. They cannot be equat-
ed with those of the press and other 
academic institutions. Am has to 

become the intimate loving companion 
of every Indian citizen, in towns and 
in Villages. 

Mr. Chairman: I cannot allow him 
any more time. 

Shri KhadiJkar: I am just conclud-
ing Sir . 

It ha3 to stimulate the minds of 
people, entertain, inform, educate and 
elevate. It has to train new talents 
for new jobs and keep itself ready to 
face every eventuality. If there is 
any organisation in the country which 
cannot afford to live by half, it is AIR. 

So, build up a climate in which AIR 
can plan and live for tomorrow and 
the day after, facing with confidence 
every eventuality that may arise and 
bradng itself for the era of television. 
So, you have got to prepare for the 
era of television in this way. 

Mr. Chairman: This is very unfair 
to the Chair. I do not like to bp 
rude, but this is not the way to behave 
towards the Chair. 

Shri Kbadilka r : I am very sorry, 
Sir, that I have taken more time. 
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~,it~~~fit;~ 
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Ministry there is reference to the 
work done by the Central Emergency 
Press Advisory Committee. The All 
India Newspaper Editors' Conference, 
with Which I wa.;; associated, was con-
nected with ,this work and, as such, I 
had an opportunity to know for a 
number of years how the CEPAC 
work and how they managed to keep 
the relationship between the Govern-
ment and the press as far cordial as' 
possible during the period of emer~. 
gency. I must say that they did their 
work very well. The relationship 
between the press and the Govemment 
was maintained at a leyel and in away 
so that the Governmenf had to' use as 
little as possible the emer.gency 'powers 
that they had asmmed and the press 
had the opportunity to be cautioned 
beforehand, or to be aware before-
hand, about the limit beyorid which 
they should not go. That is how the 
relationship was maintained and I 
was one at the instruments in main-
taining that relationShiP, alld that is 
how I came to know how they did 
work, and I should say that they did 
that work very well. 

My hon. frieIld from Madra.;; Shri 
Sezhiyan, referred to the prosecution 
of some Madras papers. That must 
have been dUe to some misunderstand-

Mr. CIIaIrmaD: Shri C. K. Bbatta- ing and I believe it can be corrected 
charyya. 

Sbri SiDhasaD SbI&h (Gorakhpur): 
Sir, you are calling names of Members 
who are not standing. Only today 
moming the Speaker has given the 
ruling that only the names of those 
Members who caught the eye of the 
Chair 'will be called. But I now ftnd 
that you are calling names from a 
paper even though those Members are 
not standing. 

even now, because it is stated here 
that newspaper, with a circulation of 
above IG,OOO have to be brought be-
fore the Central Emergency Press Ad-
visory Committee. Some of these 
papers must be papers with a circula-
tion of above 10,000. So, the Madras 
Government should have consulted 
the Home Ministry here, and the 
Home Mini.3try in its tum should haY", 
consulted the Central Emergency Press 
Advisory Committee about the cases 
in which the Madras Government 

Mr. CbalrmaD.: Thank ''You'' very wanted' to proceed against the papers 
much for' drawjng my, attention ,to so. that th~ could be scrutinised .by 
that I have' now called Shrl, C, K:'. tblS' CommItte to find out or decide 
Bhattacbaryya. . what steps should be taken. Even 

• . . . .now the Home Mi.nistry can com-
,Sbri C; E. Bhattaehar1yil; . Iia the' 'municate to ,the Madr:Js Government 

report tl!at h8!l be~ published by the . that in fUture before launching prose-
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cutions against papers with a circula-
tion of above 10,000 they should con-
sult the Central Emergency PreS3 Ad-
visory Committee in Delhi. In the 
case of papers against which prosecu-
tion had been launched, they may still 
be placed before the Committee and 
the Committee be alloWed to decide 
whether the prosecutions liliould stand 
Or be withdrawn. That may be done 
ev,m now. 

I was hearing my bon. friends from 
the Opposition about .the doings of the 
AIR. I have been hearing this thing 
every Budget session. It has almost 
become a habit with my hon. friends 
on that side to a accuse the AIR of 
being an instrument of the Govern-
ment, the mouthpiece of the ruling 
party and the CongreGs Members and 
all sorts of things. 

Shri RIUIp (Chittoor): Why not 
place it under and idependent board 
like the BBC? 

Shri C. K. Bbattacharyya: When 
these complaints were made I myS'elf 
checked certain scripts of the AIR. I 
had brought the scripts of the AIR 
during the debate on the national 
'emergency, when these complaints 
were made, through the Speaker and 
checked them as to how the AIR had 
worked, whether it had really worked 
with undue favour to Congress Mem-
bers. '1 am convinced and I can 
convince Professor Ranga and others 
that the way the;r worked might be 
stated to be working with a decided 
bias in favour of the Opposition. 

8hr! Banga: No, no. 

Shri C. K. Bbattaeharyya: I can 
prove it from the script. I do not 
speak like that. When I speak, I speak 
With my facts teS'tect and my conclu-
sions verified very carefully. In. :fact, I 
found a Script in which a Congress 
Member had been given three lines 
and an Opposition Member was given 

ten lines. I compared Member by 
Member and then I came to the con-
clmion that the AIR does not give 
any preferential treatment to Congress 
Members; rather, Congress Members 
may complain that it gives preferen-
tial treatment to Opposition Members. 

I may say this even about the news 
agencies. I was in Calcutta and one 
news agency had reported the debate 
of Parliament. Shri Raghunath Singh 
had spoken from our side and one of 
the Communist Members had spoken 
from that 3ide. I compared that mes-
sage sent out by the news agency and 
I found that Shri Raghunath Singh 
was given 50 lines and the Communist 
Member was given 150 lines. I at once 
telephoned that news agency asking 
it as to since when it had turned it-
self into a Communist propaganda 
agency. These are things that I have 
checked and therfore these complaints 
do not stand when I hear them. These 
are mere complaints standing in the 
air aDd should not be made. 

'lit ~ : ~. ~ t ore ~T omil' 
~rl 

8hri C. K. BbattlUlharyya: I can 
give one piece of advice to Shri Bagri. 
Let him make a tape-record of his 
own utterances and hear them some 
times in a day. That will be the best 
check for him where the Speaker's 
directIons fail. 

The department has done very good 
work in defence publicity and in the 
national emergency propaganda. Very 
good work was done and they deserve 
praise and credit for that. 

Speaking on this line the Gandhi 
Unit comes to my mind.! had sug-
gested to Dr. Kesklu' also that when 
collecting material about Gandhiji, 
collection should be made of the spe-
eches that he· made extempore in his 
tours OVer India and which are there 
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only in the newspapers and are not 
collected otherwise. Some of the 
most fundamental things that he had 
said were said in those speeches. He 
had said some of the most striking 
things. In fact, when the Jalianwala 
Bagh episode had occurred-he had 
gone to Calcutta-the first sentence 
that he had uttered in his r,peech that 
we heard was:-

"If India had the sword, she 
would haVe taken up the sword 
today". 

With that sentence he began his spe-
ech. Having made that speech with 
that sentence, he had to render an 
explanation to make it consi3tent with 
his principle of non-violence. That 
he explained in Young India. 

He was in Dacca and some school-
boys were brought to welcome him. As 
was the CIII3tom those days, in wel-
coming him the boy sang the British 
anthem, Long live the King. Then, 
when Gandhiji began to speak, he 
said:-

"Let George as an English-man 
live long; but I cannot pray for 
the long life of the King Emperor: 
that means bondage far India." 

These are the remarle that he made-
memorable remarks. These may be 
found in ·the newspapers or from some 
of the persons who heard those 
ISpeeches may remember them. 
These should be collected and put in-
to the collection of Gandhi Unit. That 
suggestion I would make. 

In regard to newspapers, I should 
say that this que3tion of newsprint 
shortage is there. Care should be 
particularly tak<en to see that news-
papers are not compelled to reduce 
their circulation on account of the 
newsprint difl\culty. It is an obliga-
tion upon us and upon the Govern-
ment to ensure that the work of the 
newspapers is unfettered, and they 
shOUld not be ·in a position where 
they haVe to check their activities or 

they should cripple their circulation 
etc. 

Some of my han. friends were speak-
ing about the EngliSh and Hindi news-
papers. The figures given are very 
remarkable. English daily papers 
numbering about 1500 have a circula-
tion of 14 lakhs, while Hindi daily 
paper.> numbering about 1600 have a 
circulation of about 7 lakhs. That 
gives an idea about the comparative 
hold that the two languages have 
over the intelligentsia or the literates 
of India. This has been mentioned in 
the rePOrt, 8Dd this must be studied 
and the necessary lesson drawn there-
from. 

In regard to the ownership of 
papers, it has been stated at page 66 
of the report Of the Ministry that: 

"A stUdy of the ownership of 
papers by the Press Registrar 
showed that the general pattern 
continued to be the same as be-
fore." 

This pattern should have been 
changed, but unfortunately it has not 
changed. One of the persons or I be-
lieve the only person who wanted thi.s 
pattern of ownership of press to 
change was Our late Prime Minister. 
It was he who had brought the PTess 
Commission into existence, and it Wa3 
he who had put this question before 
the public 'whose freedom is ventila-
ted in these new~pers'? 

I have a news item with me to the 
effect that even the British Monopolie3 
Commission is now taking note of the 
problem of monopoly in newspapers, 
and the president of the Board of 
Trade there has stated in Parliament 
thaT the only startling fact about the 
British Government's move wa.o that 
it was not made some twenty or 
thirty years ago when the rot first set 
in. This is a position that should be 
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particularly examined in OUr country, 
because if thiJ monopoly continues, 
then the freedom of the press will ac-
tually mean nothing, and the working 
journalists will remain working 
journalists only in name and they will 
actually be rendered into literary 
labourers. If freedom of th" press is 
to be maintained, then thIS monopoly 
in newspapers should be checked, and 
that is one of the reasons why the 
Press Consultative Committee was 
constituted by the former Minister of 
Information and Broadcasting, namely 
Dr. B. Gopala Reddi, and that is one 
of the objects of the Pre,s Council 
Bill too. 

Regarding film censorship. I shall 
make only one observation. When the 
Cinematograph (Amendment) Act 
was passed in the other House, I had 
suggested to the then Minister, namely 
Dr. Keskar, that the age of majority 
should be the same in ail the Acts of 
the Government of India. In fact, 
the other day, I had been moving an 
amendment to the Young Persons 
(Harmful Publications) Act; in that 
Act, the age up to which the young 
persons haVe to be protected from 
harmful publications is laid down as 
20. 
16.28 hrs. 

[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair] 

But in the Act relating tn film censor-
ship, the age is reduced to 18. Since 
even in the Young Persons (Harmful 
Publication) Act, young persons have 
to be protected from harmful publi-
cations up to the age of 20, I do not 
know why in the Cinematograph Act, 
the age should be reduced by two 
years and the age of majority should 
be brought down to 18. Young per-
sons need thiG protection up to the 
age of 20 against the films and against 
themselves. That is my plea. 

I do not know whether our GoV"ern-
ment keep information about the films 
that are prodUCed in Pakistan and 
shown there. I had !>ccasion to see 
s~e of th~ Pakistan filml. I wish that 
some of our Ministers had seen them. 
The films are pepared to deliberately 
fill the minds of the young ;leople with 

hatred towards India; the films are 
deliberately prepared with t.hat end in 
view, and one could unal{il-.e the de-
vastating effect that these films will 
have on the minds of the young peo-
ple th€re. I would submit that some 
information should be kept by our 
Government about the ftln~" that they 
produce and what they actually do 
there. 

Now, I would say a word about 
songs. As I have already mentioned 
in regard to the collection of record~, 
the Ministry has done sc~'e work. 
But I would ask them to do more. I 
had once stated in the Hou,e that the 
original Bande Mataram record, that is 
the original record of th" 50i1g which 
Tagore sung at the Cungr';ss ,cession 
is still in Calcutta. It [las become 
old and it will be spoilt after a few 
years. If only our G overnmen t 
would move in the matter they can 
collect that record. I suggested this 
to Prof. Humayun Kahil". He had 
"'aid he would do it, but ',;'l[h th" 
change dI his portfolio. He mast have 
forgotten it altogether. So I would 
request the hon. Mimster to coutact 
the persons who have that record and 
at least have it reproduced ill the AlR 
studio. That is a very va:uable re-
cord, Tagore's original sonl! Bonde 
Mataram in hi, own voice. 

There are quite a number of well· 
known musicians whose names are 
there whose resords have been collect-
ed. I would suggest some more. I 
would suggest Rai chand Baral of 
Calcutta .... 

Mr. Speaker: He may have man:!' 
names to suggest. He mig'ht pass them 
on to the Minister. 

Shri C. K. Bhattacharyya: I should 
also say that Maithlli song. s'.ould be 
given the same t"e~ognitic'll hS other 
songs. The3e are beatlful cultural pro-
ductions and they sbo~ld haVe Eome 
recognition at the h9.nds of the Minis-
try. 

(~): 
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Shri Karni Sinrbji (Bikaner): Mr. 
Speaker. Sir, as far as the Ministry 
of Information and Broadcasting is 
concerned, I do admi,t that there is no 
glamour attached to it, but I am sure 
the House appreciates that this is the 
one Ministry which is vitally impor-
tant in a developing country like ours. 
I have a feeling that thls Ministry has 
not been fully utilised to control and 
mould the thinking apparatus of our 
millions, and at best the Ministry at 
the moment is functioning only in 
half-gear. 

Take the question of audio-visual 
media which are controlled by this 
Ministry. Everybody appreciates that 
through the media of visual publicity 
the people can absorb a great deal of 
knowledge. But this is one depart-
ment which has been so vastly neglect-
ed. A Ministry as important as the 
Ministry of Information and Broad-
casting should, in the long analysis, be 
able to control the thinking of this 
country to bring about national inte-
gration for which we have all been 
working. 

I shall be very brief today because 
I know other hon. Members are keen 
to speak. I shall come to the points 
very directly. Before I go on. I would 
like to say how very much I have 
been delighted to see the excellent 
work turned out by tne Ministry of 
Information and Broadcasti.ng a.~ 1ar 
as newsreels are concerned, and th~ 
spontaneous applause that we get 
from the people at the cinema houses 
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shows the high standard of work that 
We have been able to achieve in this 
direction. 

Coming to the main themes on 
which I wish to dwell today-one is 
the television and the other is the 
high-power transmi,uer-I shall just 
briefiy make some observations about 
television. On the 15th March, in 
reply to a question by Shri Kamath 
and other hon. Members, the hon. 
Minister said that 250 transmitters for 
television will be scattered allover 
the country in a scheme to be imple-
men ted over a period of 20 years. I 
feel that this period of 20 years for a 
developing country like India is much 
100 slow, and we will have to speed up 
the television programmes if we are 
ever going to get anywhere; as far as 
publicity is concerned, smaller coun-
tries than ours have gone a way ahead 
in this dilrection. The United Arab 
Republic, for instance, has three tele-
vision stations from Cairo alone. 
Singapore has TV stations; So has 
Cambodia and Japan, of course, is a 
leader in 'this line. I feel that if ever 
India wants to get a march in trying 
to control the thinking of the masses, 
the television media have to be ex-
ploited to the fuU. 

There is a great deal of prejudice in 
Our country, for various reasons, I do 
not wish 1.0 enter the controversy-
whether our television and radio 
~roadcast should go commercial or not. 
1 am far more obsessed at the moment 
of trying to tackle the problem of 
publicity, trying to tackle the thinking 
tlpparatus of our youth, rather than 
going into the question whether com-
mercialisation should be done or not. 
I think if the Minister could evolve 
some sort of formula whereby a little 
bit of commercialisation is permitted, 
and yet Govel'lU!lent keeps control over 
the programmes, then I think we can 
achieve 'both ends. 

I would very much like the hon. 
Minister today to place before the 
House a definite policy statement that 
within the next 10 yearS how exactu 
television is proposed to be developed. 
Before I go further. I would like to 

congratUlate the students of Pilani 
who have pioneered and turned out 
television sets at very cheap rates. 
'('hat is indeed something We Indians 
<an well be proud of, that our college 
<tudents can turn out television sets 
which are considered very intricate. 
'('he televisk>n unit that is functioning 
In Delhi, what we may call baby 
television, is far from satisfactory, 
lind an assurance was given that this 
would be turned into a two-hour a 
day television programme, but some-
how or other, this- assurance is not 
being kept. I would like the hon. 
Minister to tell us definitely where the 
matter stands. 

Bombay was promised as one of the 
big centres for television; that was 1 
think said in reply to questions in 
Parliament. I hope that Madras, 
Calcutta and some of our other larger 
cities will be put on the hook-up for 
television. I was recently illl Japan 
and had the occasion to test out some 
of the transistorised television sets 
which were selling approximately at 
one-third the price of an ordinary TV 
.et, and I brought one along to India, 
and have given it extensive tests and I 
find j,t first-rate. I am wondering 
Whether the Government has any pro-
posals to have such sets progressively 
manufactured and assembled in India, 
particularly similar to those that are 
manufactured in Japan, which are 
selling at very low prices. 

This is the sputnik age. No matter 
what happens, We have to march with 
the rest of the world, and if we are 
going to be left behind in the race for 
progress dUe to various inhibitions 
that we have in our minds, the rest of 
the world is not going to wait for us. 
I therefore, hope that the television 
programme will be given higher pri-
ority in the fourth plan. 

Regarding the high-power transmit-
ter. this matter has been engaging the 
minds of everybody in our country, 
more so after the invasion by the 
Chinese. The Voice of America deal 
came and fell through for various 
reasons--the controversy of non-
alignment, right versus left, Iron Cur-
tain countries versus the democratic 
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world, etc. When this argument went 
on, We lost that deal. I do not wiah 
to enter into the controversy as to 
from which country we should have 
bought it. But one thing did bother 
me. If we lost that one opportunity, 
it may be years ·before we can get 
another transmitter. Unfortunately 
this controversy and obsession in our 
mind whether to purchase it from the 
western or the Iron Curtain countries 
has resulted in a delay of a good 2i 
years and I have a feeling that another 

·2 to 3 years' delay will still take place 
before we can set up these transmitters 
that will give us a global coverage. 
Having toured the Far East for the 
last two years, I can say this thet the 
lakhs of Indians who live there are 
iying to hear Indian programmes and 
Indian propagande. IAlI the Indians 
whom I met there ·told me that our 
propaganda machinery was not able 
to meet them. In a situation liJc:e this. 
eVery minute that the clock ticks, the 
poisonous and pernicious propagenda 
of Pakistan and China is covering this 
part of the world. I think it is about 
time We forget about the east and 
west and start thinking more in terms 
of getting e transmitter from any-
where, treating it more as a defence 
problem rather than as an information 
and broadcasting problem. After all. 
propagande is just as important as 
your bombs. In the present situation 
where we have the cold war, perhaps 
it is even more important. Perhaps 
the hon. minister might like to make 
a statement today stating on what 
date We expect the first high-powered 
transmitter to go in to gear. 

I would like to say something about 
sports coverage. As my hon. friend 
mentioned a while ago, sports cover-
age has been excellent. In fact, the 
newsreels have been covering sports 
rather well. I sincerely hope that the 
otherbrenches of sports will be get-
ting the same publicity as cricket and 
football. Mention was made about our 
colleague Vizzy, as We know him-the 
Maharajkumar of Vijayanagaram. I 
feel he is certainly a ftrst rate com-
mentator and I hope he will continue 
to be utilised by us. 

I have on occasions had the honour 
of corresponding with the hon. lady 
minister about family planning. Since 
she belongs to my generation which is 
perhaps going to live when India's lid 
will blow off with the population ex-
plosion, we can perhaps strike a com-
mon chord, because we have to live 
through the same period. I will only 
say something very briefly about it. 
Whatever the newsreels are covering 
as far as family planning is concern-
ed, please link it up with the food 
problem and with standards of living 
and unemployment. Just putting 
across newsreels to say that family 
plenning is good is not enough. I hoPe 
the food problem will be definitely 
connected with this programme. 

Before I conclude, I wish to make 
a brief request about my part of the 
country. In Rajastlian, two new 
transmitters--relaying stations-have 
been opened at Udaipur and Bikener. 
Both of them are refaymg stations. I 
would request that at least an hour 
or two be given to each of these sta-
tions for independent broadcasts, 
because a great deal of talent is avail-
able there. 

While concluding, I would like to 
compliment the minister. She is the 
great daughter of a very great father 
and we expect a lot from her. 

Shri inlier J. Malhotra (Jammu and 
Kashmir): Sir. at the very outset, I 
would like to congratulate the minis-
ter. Since the time she took charge 
of this ministry, she has really applied 
her mind to improve matters. Recent-
lya committee knOWn as the Chanda 
Committee has been appointed. In its 
terms of reference it is said that this 
committee might take six months to a 
year or so to submit their report to 
government. We have seen in the 
past that whenever some committee IS 
appointed in any ministry, immediate-
ly all the other work comes to a 
standstill. So I would like the 
Minister to pay attentimi to this, that 
while this Committee is looking into 
the affairs of administrative and other 
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aspects of the working of the Ministry 
the steps now being taken to improve 
the trungS should not come to a stand-
still. 

The job·of an information man, 
whether he works in the radio orga-
nisation or publicity organisation, 
whether he is in the advertising section 
or in the Press Information Bureau, is 
a very important one. It is a technical 
and scientific subject. It is no longer 
that only hand-outs of news are to be 
issued by the Press Information 
Bureau or that the job of a man who 
is working in the visual publicity 
organisation i.s only to issue advertise-
ments. We have seen in other coun-
tries, especially in the United States 
of Ameriea, for the past so many 
years, what changes have come about 
in the advertising techniques, what 
changes and what scientifie methods 
they have introduced in reaching the 
mass of the people, whether to sell a 
cenaLn idea' or to sell a certain 
commodity. 

I feel that in the past very little 
has been done to see that our officers 
or our men who work in the Ministry 
of Information and Broadcasting are 
given an opportunity for orientation 
of their training. There is hardly a 
centre where a graduate can go and 
specialise himself to be suitable for 
working in the information and broad-
casting organisation. 

Side by side, we also lack in 
research facilities. I do not see any 
section or any department of this 
Ministry which is entirely devoted to 
the research side, research to see what 
new techniques, whicll have already 
been tested and introduced in other 
countries, can with eertain modifica-
tions be introduced in our country, to 
see whether we can evolve certain 
new t~hniques, to see how best we 
can apP"oach our people, how best we 
can sell our ideas to the peOple 
especially to the rural population. 

N01l\[f.about a year back, the Minis-
try Of,~ood and Agriculture called a 
confEitence of the editors of agricul-

tural neWspapers and magazines in this 
country. There are more than 250 
weeklies and monthlies and fortnight-
lies on agriculture published in all the 
languages of the country. At that 
eonference unanimous recommenda-
tions were made especially with re-
gard to the difficulties which are being 
faced by these small newspaPers in 
getting newsprint quota and govern-
ment advertisements. At that time the 
Ministry of FOOd and Agriculture 
agreed to pass on those recommenda-
tions to the Ministry of Information 
and Broadcasting because it directly 
concerned them. I .do not know whe-
ther during the past one year this 
aspect of the recommendations made 
at that conference has come to the 
notice of the Minister. If it has come 
to her notice, I would liKe the Minis-
ter to categorically give some assur-
ance to the small newspapers, 
especially those that are in the agri-
cultural field, that)n future they 
would try to overcome their diffi-
culties. 

I would like to say a word about 
the Central Information Service. 
When this Service was to be created 
much importance was being given to 
it, that arter its creation the working 
of the Ministry, not only administra-
tively but also qualitatively, will be 
much better and that the quality of 
the work done by this Ministry will 
improve. I am Sorry to say that after 
the creation . of this Information Ser-
viee nothing much has been done in 
this respect. The matter does n,lt end 
if you only ereate a cadre of Central 
Information Officers. What is required 
to be done is that their pay-scales 
must be improved. They must· be 
given an orientation programme so 
that they are better fitted to give us 
better service. 

At the same time, as other hon. 
Members have poilllted out, our exter-
nal publicity must be linked UP with 
this Ministry . of Information and 
Broadcasting. What is the use of 
having a person who is better Buited 
for diplomatic service and putting him 
in charge of information service for 
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'which he is not suitable at all. I will 
just point out one instance. Today, 
when Sheikh Abdullah is in Jeddah, 
'the Pakistan Embassy there has come 
'out with a well-produced brochure 
regarding the life history of Sheikh 
Abdullah, regarding his activities, re-
ltarding the approach of Pakistan to 
the Kashmir issue. But what is our 
-pooition? Was our External Publicltly 
sleeping? I say that if external pub-
licity had been the responsibility of 
the Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting, they would have select-
oed better men to counteract that pro-
paganda and in foreign countries eS-
pecially , they would have certainly 
done something to counteract the pro-
;paganda of Pakistan. 

17 brs. 

In the end, I would like to say • 
word about documentaries. Recently 
I saw a wonderlul piece of documen-
tary, produced by United States, 
entitled Years of Lightning and Days 
of Drum. It is really a good documen-
Ury and I would like to see a similar 
kind of documentary produced in this 
-country on the life ot Pandit Jawahar-
lal Nehru. I also saw another picture, 
'Which I call a documentary, about the 
life of the late Sir Winston Churchill. 
I forget the title of that documentary. 

An hon. Member: The Finest HoUl', 

Shri Jnder J. Malhotra: It our Films 
Division is at present not equipped to 
produce that kind of documentaries, 
we should not hesitate to get techniaal 
assistance to see that some documen-
taries of this type and: standard are 
produced in our country. 

_ Mr. Speaker: Sir Prakash Vir 
'Shastri. 1 had been looking at 
Shri Bagri. But he did not rise in his 
seat and unless he rises I would not 
.aail him. 
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~ I ~«r 45~~ifiT~~ I 

1flI'<: ~ ~~ m<: ~ 
it ~ qf.f ~ ~ ;rrU Cf1T <f>1 00Ti'IT 

~ ~, or ~ ~ <f>1 mvr-ift"'" 
CfTVit iii ~ ~ 45 ~ ~ iii 
fu;fT <f>1 mlf ~ ~ '1ffl'RT ~ I 

1tm 'Ilf.f 'R ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~, 

qiIf ~~mfr~""'mfr 

offi'lft lIT "fR: '1ft m ~ro, ;;it TJr-lTTif 
~ ~ <f>1 ~ f.!>lIT ~ ~~ 
fucrrlf '«!: m<: ~ ~1 ~ I 

Mr. Speaker: Shri Basappa. I will 
. ,see if I cannot accommodate three 

more Members. 

Shri Alvares (Panjim): Have you 
changed the system of calling Mem-
bers to speak? 

Mr. Speaker: I do not know what 
he means by that. 

Shri Karni Singhji: Catching the 
.eye. 

Mr. Speaker: That is exactly the 
system. 

Shri MaDoharan (Madras South): 
When will the Minister be replying? 

Mr. Speaker: Tomorrow. 

'Shri Basappa (Tiptur): I consider 
this· Ministry as very important 
because it is going to revolutionise 
and introduce more dynamism in the 
45 crores of population of this country 
for better work. This country has 
mariy ideals, one of them being social-

. ism intbis country. The other one 11 

to haVe international peace. These are 
some of the ideals for which this 
country stands, and it is this Ministry 
more than any other Ministry that W 
responsible for making known and 
implementing them properly, and 
hence the importance of this Ministry. 
The Minister has come out with a 
fresh look at the whole Ministry, and 
therefore we expect a lot in th.i8 
direction. 

The immediate need of All India 
Radio is more dynamism. I see some 
arm chair pOliticians decrying it for 
not doing the thing they want. But it 
is more and more embracing the rural 
population of this country, and there-
fore I regard it as very important • 
From that point of view, we have to 
give it credit. 

The programme side has many 
loopholes, no doubt. It has to be 
improved. On the news side, there i.I 
need for greater efficiency, and there 
must be some sense of proportion also. 
Small events are given greater impor-
tance, whereas really important events 
are not depicted properly. So, the 
Minister should look into these things . 

There is no doubt that progress haa 
been made on many sides. For exam-
ple, folk songs have been introduced 
more and more. Classical music is also 
there. Gandhian teachings are also 
broadcast. Sanskrit programmes are 
also there. So, from so many pointl 
of view we see that there is progress, 
but it is not sufficient, and I hope that 
the hon. Minister with a new look. 
will see that all these things are revo-
lutionised. 

"Today in Parliament" is eiven a 
very short time, and real justice is not 
done to Members of Parliament who 
take part in discussions in this august 
House .. The hon. Minister may see to 
it that more time is allotted . 
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[8hri' BasaPP8] 
Again, the news bulletins are not 

very satisfactory. After all, they 
must give not only the neWs of the 
urban areas; more correspondents 
should be taken from the rural areas, 

. since the rural areas also give a lot 
of information which will be very 
useful for the public. 

It has be"'l said that All India Radio 
is the mouthpiece of the Government. 
It is so, but at the same time it reflects 
the voice of the people also. It must 
be made to reflect the voice of the 
people. 

A number of committees have been 
appointed. Shri Vidyalankar has 
4el\cled one committee, and Shri 
Samanta another. All those reports 
are there. The Chanda Committee 
has also been appointed. But let them 
not wait to scrutinise these reports llIld 
take a long time. Let them call for 
interim re/pOrts, even from the 
Chanda Committee, and see that 
sometliing is done, because in our 
border publicity and external publi-
City we are lacking very very 
much. These will have to be im-
.proved. The Minister may say 
that it has been difficult to get 
a thousand kilowatt tranSJIiltter, 
but with the materials available some-
how they must see that our transmitter 
~eaches the other side. In' Europe, in 
Rome and other places, we heard that 
they were not hearing the Indian 
news at all, whereas Pakistan was able 
to convince them by their broadcasts. 

Coming to the Song and Drama 
Division, there should be dramas not 
(JIlly in Hindi but in all the 14 langu-
ages. So far as press information is 
concerned, there is slackness in ex-
plaining our Government's policies. 
Increasing allotment of newsprint to 
language papers must be given more 
attention. There must be more tran-
slation of various boOks from onE' 
language into another. 

. Coming to the }"ilms Division, the 
·:state Awards that are given must be 

looked into carefully, becaus'; there ia 
a feeling that they are given not on 

the worth of the films but on some 
other considerations. The censor board 
should be strict and control the films· 
properly; they should not do any 
favouri,tism to any producer: they 
should not certify any film unless It 
has reached the proper mark. 

There are complaints about adver-
tisements and the Minister should see' 
that equal newsprint is distributed 
among the English and Hindi and 
other language papers and that the 
import duty on newsprint is reduced' 
so that more people can take irt; up. 
Another point about the cinema is that 
when we come out there is no decorum. 
at all; when the National Flag is 
shown and National Anthem is sung,.. 
there is great disturbance. The Min-
ister should give instructions to the 
cinema exhibitors and see that there-
is more decorum. 

My friends spoke about television. 
Yesterday, the tAmerican gentlemen, 
who Visited our Constitution Club' 
was telling how elections were carried 
0'1 and the public watched through, 
television when the two great leaders 
spoke to one another; they exchanged. 
thei;r ideas and tlien people go and 
select the best men. There may be 
difficulties but still we shoUld try tOo-
introduce television in all our cities. 

8hri Koya (Kozhikode): Sir, 1 shalf' 
be very brief; 1 will not take eveA 
the time that yOU had allotted fOl" two> 
or three matters that 1 wish to 'refer. 

1 reserve my congratulations to the 
Hon'hle Minister to a future date' 
when the House would be told what 
her Ministry has. definitely achieved. 
I hope she will not be carried away by 
the chorus of congratulations that 
were showered on ber from thiFmor-
ning onwards. 

1 want to make a few ob&eJ;'Vatioll5' 
about the newsprint Polie).' of the 
GovernrDent of India,Newsprint: 
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which is next only to food in import-
ance is not given the proper place in 
Our import policy. I do not want to 
take the time of the House by stress-
ing the importance of a free and fear-
less press in a democracy. But I am 
pained to see that the Government of 
India has not realised the importance 
of newspapers in a democracy as is 
evident from the sbortsi,ghted policy. 
The country's total imports amount to 
Rs. 1400 crores. The newsprint im-
ported presently is about Rs. 6 croreS 
annually, that is, half per cent of the 
total imports. Newspapers are forced 
to take thirty per cent of their re-
quirements from the Nepa Mills. 
Imported paper costs Rs. 670 and Nepa 
paper, Rs. 1050 per tonne. .Even white 
print is imposed on them. This policy 
of the Government of imposing and 
compelling them to'take the Nepa and 
white print is sometimes the root caUSe 
of all the manipulations in the circu-
lation figures and the ·blackmarketing 
that is going on. If the Government 
can spend some Rs. 2. crores of rupees 
more I think the problem can be 
solved to a certain extent. The quality 
of the Nepa paper is hopelessly bad. 
It is time that we think of improving 
the quality of Nepa newsprint. 

In the matter of distribution ot 
Government advertisements, there is 
general complaint that newspapers 
expressing opposition's point of view 
are not given as much advertisements 
as are given to the newspapers sup-
porting the Government. 

There is also a feeling that the 
language press and the smaller news-
papers are also neglected. I do not 
know how far these allegations are 
true, but I would like the hon. Minis-
ter to declare categorically that ~he 
will not make the government adver-
tisements the means of distributing 
favours. 

All India Radio's Trivandrum- Koz-
hikode station, must be separated and 
eechmllSt be made an independent 
station. When this matter was raised 
in the consultative committee, we were 

told that the programm~ of· ODe at the 
stations can be relayed by the other 
station. I do not know how this can 
be a valid reason for not bifurcating 
the two stations. Even now, Madras 
and Tiruchi stations relay each other's 
programmes. There are other states, 
far example, Andhra and also Uttar 
Pradesh, where we haVe got more than 
one independent station. Why a differ-
ent atti,tude is shown to Kerala, I fail 
tll understand. 

I know some time is given in the 
radio programme to the special pro-
grammes of the minority communities, 
like Christians, Muslims etc. I feel 
that there should be more broadcasts 
on subjects connected with culture ond 
religion of the minorities. Recitation 
from the holy Quaran and the religi-
ous books of otber minorities should 
be encouraged. The radio authorities 
should bear in mind that the corner-
stone of Indian culture of India's 
secularism, is unity in diversity. 

I would request the hon. Minister 
not to use the radio and the pUblica-
tions of the Information and Broad-
casting Ministry for the purpose of 
propaganda of the ruling party. 
That will be a very bad precedent. 

I know Congress Committees were 
distributing booklets against the 'left 
Communists during Kerala general 
elections. I do not support or oppose 
What Shri Nanda has given in the so-
called White Paper, but it was not 
fair on the part of the Government 
to iSSUe those pamphlets at Govern. 
ment expense at the time of the elec-
tions. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, the Malayalees 
are spread all over the world. They 
are unable to listen to the programmes 
connected with the culture and litera-
ture of Kerala. I would plead with 
the hon. Minister for giving sufficient 
time in the eXternal affairs programme 
of All India Radio for broadeaBt!J16 
Malayalam proerammes. 
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Mr. Speaker: Shri Vishram Prasad. 

Shri Warior: I think the Calling 
Attention matter will be taken up 
after this. 

Mr. Speaker: Yes. 

~ ~ ~ (~): 

~ ~~, it m'l' 'liT 'iIg<f ~ 

~ f<f; m<f.t 1!~ .rr.r.t 'liT ~ ron I 

mm ~~ it' om: it lIT qf;<;r-

fuitit'om:l{it~rr@~~ I 

~ qrG<1'l>~I''''' f~ it' om: it~~

OfT ~~f<f; ~ ~ 'iff ~ ~ f~ 

~ f~ 'f¥IT ~ ~ ~ I ~ 1960-

61 l{ 26.33 <'I'm ~ ~ 37.3 

~ ~f '!<n, ~ ~ 'liT ~ ~ 
1'f<: ~ 'fffiiT ~ ~ ~ I ~ 25.49 

<'I'm ~ ~ ~ 1964-65 it 23.5 

~ ~ tnt I ~ F<P!:l' it ~ ~

orr1ftm~ f<f;~~ ~ 

~ f<f; ~ ~ 'i9'ff ~ I ~ 1960-

61 it 246 ~ 'i9'ff "" ~ 1964-

65 it ~ ijilf ~ ~f<f 240 ~ <r( I 

~ 'fin:'IT ~ m~ 4'f1mit I ;fit!; 

~ fiIWr ~ ~ it' ~ e:Jlf 

~~fri;;M~~~it'~~ 

fri ~ ~ I WI' 1964-65 <tt 
mm fuiti it fum ~ ~ f<f; argo ~ 
.~~~~""f;r;rit'om: 

..it ~ ~ 'liT ~ ~ e:Jlf fum 'flIT 

'1fT 31,764 ~o "'I'if f<f; ftrWr it' ~ 

e:Jlf fum err 55,809 ~o I W aq 
~ 24,1 05 ~o 'liT 1'1im<f ~ I 

~~~~~·'Imit~1 

~~ ~ ~, :a;r it' ~~ 'if~~ 

l§tf i{ ~ 1962-63 it I 18. 

~ 17 ~ it I WI' 1961-62 it 

qf~ ~ ~ 5.09 "fl1iI' ~o 

~ ~ gm ~ WI' 1962-63 it 

4.83 <'I'm lIrr ~ ~ "'I'if Ai WI' 

1963-64 it 4 "fl1iI', 85 ~, 631 

~o IIIiT ~'fi'mif gm I ~ ~ 

~ ~'fflqf.:s"'( it ~ t I 

~ ~ ~ it ~ <im'<TT ~~ 
~ ~ fiR f6'crrilic it ~ ~

~ if~ ~Tcrr I ~ ~'fi' $' 
it' ~ 169 it' ~ m'fi' lIrr ~

~ ~~I~.WI' 
1952 it gm err I flI;<: ~ 1954 

if gm I ~Tm:r ~ ~ m<i qt{ 

~ ~ 1961 if gm "'I'if Ai 20.64 

<mr'IiTm'fi'err~~;;m{ 

76 ~, 498 ;tt mi'if ~ <r( I 

l\~ F<P!:l' l{ ~ ~ lfiTt fu1nfmfuiT 
~T fiIi'ffl' ;tt<r(, Wfu<f f<r.mW<~ 
~~f~~fiIi'ffl''IiT~1 

i[lf ~ 1965-66 ~ l);'if<: ~ ~ ~ 

~~~om:it~~gml 

W ~ ~ qFo<'l~QI~ 

Wf'i"", if 'iff P.!~I.w f.r'T ~ ~ 

it q@ lIrrlf ~ ~ "'I't ~ tts 
~ it' qrOi1~~I'~ mwre- lIrr 

~ I W tmf.m fur it ~ 1ft 
'if..r ~~~I"'I'iflfiTt~ 
~~<fT~~~;rnf~ 

ron ;;mrr I ~~ 'fin:'IT ~ mi'if 'ITt 
~~lm~~'fiT1l'~ 

;fflr "'I't "I11n: ~ ~ ~ ~ "'I'if 

:a;r lIrr ~ ~ ~ Q<I' 1ft ~ ~ 
\!Tcrr ~ I w ~ ~ ~ l;;m{, 70 

~ <tt l!TWif ~ I ;;IT ~ ~ 
~ ~:a;r~ 'ifil'~f~~;;ft 

Vof'l'lAO m<: ~ ~ lIrr "Sit-
~~~ "'ITlrT 'fi'<:~ t I it srpforr ~ 
f'fi' l1;'Ii <Pm ~ ~ ~ ;;rrit 
f<f; ~ 'ffl miT it mr.t ~ 
lIrr~m~ ~<itm~pr 

~ I 

q<f~~;ttil"Rr~ I 

~ qFo<'l~QI'~ ~ 1 06 ~ ~ 

tt ;;rnf\' t "'I't Ai lit tt ;;rnf\' t , ;;it 
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fmol ~ tRft t ~ iIi't ~ ~ 
-m~~ t I ~ ~ ~ ({ >;ft;;r 
if 40, 50 ~o ij1I'i 'lit ~ fMI"R ~ 
·t~~~~mit~ 
~t~wR!;f\:~~~1 ~~ 
~T, ~ ~ I 4 1lN11i'f it 'irnif ~ 
crT cj' I 4 1lN11i'f 'lit ~ ~ 
~~I~ ~~~II'~it; 

m ~ 'ifr.r tRft ~ ~ if>T1:r '!U ~ 
Q:'t<rr ~ I itn it if ~ ~ ;;m;<: 
it; <:~ m Jf' ;f'i\' 1ft ~ ~, .m: "!'if 

'il'Hr ~ ~ <'l't ~ 'fCIT ~ 'f<'RIT I 

~o ~o ,!o ;;r) ~ fir-
~i 'I>f ~ ~ ~~ fif; ;it ~ ~ 
. ~fif; qf""~!/I.ij wt'il' ~ ~ m-U 
foo~"';;r it; ~ij' ~ ir.r ~T 
~.m: qfo"~QI.ij f~.-;;r'f 'I>f;it ~ 
m~~1fT "ij'T ~ ir.r ~~ I 
~ ~o ~o l{o fif;mTt ~ fif; 
ftr~ m '1\") <mf ~ ~ it; 
~oij' ffi it 11i ~;;rr;rr 'i\'T-

~ I ~mri ~ J;Il'f ~ ~ ~ITT 
fif; ~ if>T1:r ;;rt;ft ~ ;;r1ifT ~ I 
qf. .. ~ql.ij ~ it; f~ m 
~ ~ ~ ¢ij'fj' it; qf""~QIi'ij 

ffi it; 'I1of1T. 'I1of1T ~it 'lit ~ ~ 
~~ I 

1!;"i4ffil'~~fif;~~ 

"m'6 .~ mm '" ~ it lJ"IT 
tltrts'mit~~it;m~ 
iW fif;ln I ~ if>T1:r if ifiIf ~ ifiIf 80, 

90 oqrofT l!iTlf ~ ~ ~ ~ it ~ 
ItlIi 1ft ~<::;r;r ~ ~ I 

'qiCf it tt QT $lf ~ ~ 
'1I>W.~~fif;t~~~ 

. flIi;mq 2, 3 ~ 4 if ~ '1'1:-
ih'~ 'lU rn ~? 

Shri 1. B. S. Bist (Almora): Mr. 
Speaker; Sir, I would not like to take 
·much time of the House and will con-
fine mYself only to the advertisement 
policy of the Government. 

I have no hesitation in saying that 
the present policy favours the big 
papers and stifles the growth of small 
papers. The Press' Commission in ita 
report has talked of curbing press 
monopolies and diffusion of ownership 
of newspapers. TheSe are pious de-
clarations of the Governments desire 
to promote the well-being of small 
newspapers. But in actual fact, little 
is being done to enable them to 
become self-sufficient. 

The bulk of revenue of news-
papers comes from advertisementa . 
With mounting cost of production, 
circulation revenue accounts for onlY 
a small part of revenue. Exceptin, 
the quality papers and glossies which 
can afford to find buyers at a high 
price, most papers sell at a price 
which is far below the cost of produc-
tion. They make up -the deficit frOIIl 
advertisement revenue. While the 
advertisement revenue of big papers 
is substantial, they often devote 45 to 
55 per cent of the total space to ad-
vertisements,--smaller papers do not 
carry even 10 to 15 per cent of ad-
vertising space. Unless the Govern-
ment comes to their rescue by releas-
ing them a larger 'quota of advertis-
ing, most of them will either close 
down or have only a precarious exist-
ence. 

Whenever this question is raised, the 
answer is, we were taking so much of 
space in small papers and language 
papers. That is true. But, if an 
account is taken of the rate at which 
the advertisements are booked, it 
would become obvious that in terms 
of actual money the amount which a 
small paper gets is nominal. UsuallY 
the rate which the Government givea 
to small weeklies is Rs. ] :20 per 
centimeter leu 15 per cent. This II 
Per cent, I understand, would be the 
commission that Government taka 
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[Shri J. B. S. Bist] 
It the Department were to give 
statistics, I bet, the amount a small 
paper gets from Government adver-
tisement for a whole year is less than 
the income which even a moderate1Y 
circulated daily gets from one inser-
tion. If I remember correctly, each 
big paper gets more money from Gov-
ernment adverflSements in one month 
than all the we-klies combined in one 
year. The statistics which the depart-
ment gives to show its solicitude for 
small papers are therefore misleading. 
What is needed is that the Govern-
ment should take a policy decision 
that out of the total advertising outlay 
for a year, 70 per ceni would go to 
small papers and only 30 per cent to 
big papers, i.e. those with a circula-
tion of over 25000 copies. 

Of the quota earmarked for smail 
papers, 60 per cent should be ear-
marked for weeklies, preferably 
language weeklies and 40 per cent for 
dailies. Among weeklies also, there 
should be priority categories. The 
weeklies serving backward areas, 
where meanS of communications are 
poor, hill areas where owing to diffi-
culties of terrain circUlations are 
bound to be smaller and dailies have 
hardly any chance of survival, should 
receive preference in the matter of 
advertisements. 

The next point that I would like to 
raise concerns release of classified ad-
vertisement to weeklies. The Depart-
ment talks about difficulties involved 
in releasing these, advertUements. 1 
fail to appreciate them. When the 
State Governments can release this 
category of advertisements to week. 
lies, why not the Union Government? 
What the Government can dO is to 
group tile weeklies on a regional basis 
and release them all classified adver-
tlsemenh pertaining to their region. 
What is the point of releasing an 
advertisement about a construction job 
in the South to a paper published 
from Calcutta or Delhi? In some of 
the Union' Territories there are ne 
-4ailies. Why should the weekies in 
'that region be denied cJaaaifled ad-

, , "ertiaemeDts? 

The tliird point that I would like to 
take up relates to inclusion of adver-
tisement expenditure in the permissi-
ble limit of expenditure, for income-
tax purposes. While the Finance 
Minister's announcement withdrawing, 
the Gazette Notification is welcome, I 
would request the Information Minis-
ter to consider -this question in detail 
and take up the matter with the Fin-
ance Minister. 

The expenditure incurred by a firm 
on advertising is not some kind of a 
concealed income so that steps have 
to be taken to get it out It is part 
of normal commercial transaction, 
essential for the economic life of the 
community. The newspaper industry. 
the advertising industry, the printing 
industry are wholly or lalgely 
dependent on expenditure incurred by 
the companies on advertising. Once 
curbs are put on advertising, it would 
in a way mean the end of newspaper 
industry. I do not think even the big 
papers 'will be able to siand the shOCk 
and the blow: The small papers will 
become extinct. 

While the Government are giving a 
thought to the problem, I would like 
to place before them on particular' 
point for their ,consideration, Even 
today advertisers do not release much 
advertisement to small papers on the 
plea that prestige advertising is not 
included in permissible expenditure. 
It has hit this class of papers very 
hard. While the Government are 
giving a fresh look to the wlhole 
problem, I hope they would at least 
consider inclusion of prestige adver-
tisement released to small weeklies 
within the permissible expenditure 
limit. The amount involved would 
not be much. It is hardly likely that 
a firm would keep more than lfs. 5;000 
to 10,000 under this !bead. 

Lastly, I would wish to Ibring to the 
notice of the !bon. Minister that all 
is not well with the DAVP. There is 
a lot of wastage. Where is the ques-
tion of spending huge sums of money 
on outside talent, When the' organisa-
tion already has a big peJ'DlllDent staff 
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of its own? If the staff is incompe-
tent. it should be removed and outside 
talent employed on whole-time basis. 
The wastage in paper purchase is no 
secret. PersonallY. I think a high 
level probe on the working of Gov-
ernment advertising is urgently called 
tor. 

Mr. Speaker: Now the hon. Minis-
ter. 

TIle MIDIster of PJ,formatlcm &lid 
Breadeastlllc (Shrimatl lDI1ira 
Gandhi) : May I know how long I 
ean take? 

Mr. Speaker: About a minute or a 
minute and a half today. 

Shrl Vasudevan Nair (Ambala-
puzha): She is not used to these 
things. 

Mr. Speaker: It is only ill order to 
close the debate that I am asking her 
-to simply begin. 

Shrl P. G. Sen (Purnea): Sir, may 
I ask a question? 

Mr. Speaker: Not nOW; after the 
speech is over. 

Shrimati Indba GaatIhI.: I han to 
express my gratitude to the House for 
the kindness which it has shown to 
me today. 

Mr. Speaker: She might continue 
her speech tomorrow. Now we will 

-take lip the Calling Attention Notice. 

lU8 lars. 
-CALLING A'M'&N'l'ION TO MA'l'TER 
'OF URGENT PtmLIC IMPORTANCE 

_Re: STRIKE BY EMPLOYEES OF KERAI.& 
STAn: TRANSPORT CORPOI\A.TION . ~..,..... (~) ( 

it f'l+ok",fltd ~ 'lit tiR ~ 1M 
~ 8I1'r mrm ~ tIh:.~ ~ 

~Employee$ (C.A.) 

~f.I;~~m it~~~: 

"'11~ ~ ~ '11 'I>;f~ iff 
~ffiOf" 

The MiDlster of State ill the MiDIII-
tr,y of a- Affairs (SJui Bathl): 
Mr. Speaker;' Sir. I nave to announce 
that the strike has been called off on 
the 8th April; the workers have re-
ported on dutY and normal conditiona 
have prevailed since the afternOOn of 
that day. I may. however. mentio. 
the incidents leading to that. 

According to information furniShed 
by State Government, on April 3, 
1965, over an instance of alleged 
police high-handedness in the course 
of checking three 1iuses plying 
between Trichur and Cranganore for 
overloading, the drivers and conduc-
tors brought to a standstill the special 
and ordinary services between these 
two places. They are also reported to 
!have caused obstruction to traffic by 
putting buses across the road at 
Karuppadanna, the place of checking. 
The strike spread to other centres on 
April, 4 and became Statewide the 
next day, resulting in stoppage of 
work without any notice by the entire 
operational staff numbering about 
3,200. There have been conflicting 
versions and allegations In regard to 
what exactly transpired during the 
dhecking on April 3. In view of this, 
the State Government have ordered 
the Collector of Trichur to hold a 
detailed inquiry. The employees cal-
led q!l the strike on. APril 8 and re-
ported for duty. Normal running of 
services has been restored' from the 
afternoon of that day. 

-ft ~ IIA1W l ~ f.l;1M 
~ it; ~ ~ 1ft mmr ~ t. 
~~tmT'tililr~ 'ff.nr ~ 
~ ih:-~ lfiTIl' it; 'I\"roIr ~ ~ 
~~;¢t ~~;¢t~. 
it ~ ~ t f.J; 1flIT ~ ~ sr'!fW 
~m~~tf.l; mmif;nr~ 

~~lRtTori!t ~1mR 
..rtt~it;~t~~tm 




