
4869 Motion re: DECEMBER 14, 1964 High Powered Transmitter 4870 
TIDe lith Report of 

Commissioner for 
Scheduled Castes and 

Scheduled Tribes 
[1!fT ;ro:r ~~] 

~~lfll:~mf'fi"~~ 
q~oo~<n:f~~1 

~ a't ~ ~ 'lit ~ f.!; .,.rm '1ft 
~~~~,¢Wt~~~f'fi"~ 
'I'ftr ~ '11m 'IT ~ ~, ~ m:q; 
~ ~ ~ ~ f'fi" 'i§lV<{fro '!iT mliT 
~~I 

l\'ll fu1i it ~~ ~ 
it. ~a it 1ft WfT'f f~ ifllT ~ m.: 
<:Ill ~ it; ~ If"<j' 'f>(IT ifllT ~ f'fi" 
21 ~1I1 it~ qi";f ~r ~ ~ I qi";f 

it~1fT~fmlf;T~ ~m~ I 
tt • f'fi" ~ I§Iel1fi'14i W'9 om: 
~ onit om: ~ f<wf~ 'Ii'T 
~ ~ If;T ~ fw ;;rAT 'f\ff,it I 

~it~itft~amr~~ 
~~~~<mff~~~mw I 
~ 1fT mt ~ '1ft ;mr ~ ~, fwft 
'!ftamr~~~ I ~i\"~r 
FIT '1ft fl!; ~f~ 'liT ~ 'RTi\" it; 
f~ 69, 69 <i1T ~ '1fif ~r I '1fif <fT 
-a;r 'lit ~ ~ ~r ~ ~'fi"r ;aif 'Ii'T 
WitWm,-I ~~'1TlI~~ 
~~ ~ ~ ~~~f'fi" lIT~T 
~ 1J:f1:r lfTf<rn <it lIT ~ ~ I 
f~ ~ ~ "!fif l{r ~ 0!lT ~ mr4" 
~ ~ ifllT "'IT f'fi" 121)0 ~ ~ 
~ if; fuv: fw ~ I ~'fi"if tTmf 
~ ~ f.!; ~ ~ it; f~ tRri ~ft 
mr itW ~ <rrfi:m 1[fif 'liT ifi<T '1ft ;;rr 
~tl~'f; ~mr4"~T~¢m(it 
m ~ if ~ QI!: ~;;ft;;R ~ 
emf ~ iIr ~ -00 ~ -a;r <n: lfi:rr 
~~ ~ ~ '1ft !i'lT If>~ I 

Mr. DepUty-Speaker: The debate 
is closed. The hon. lYiinister .>'in 
reply tomorrow, (Interruptions.) 

1'7.00 hrs. 

Shri C. M. Kedaria (Mandvi): Sir, 
we have not been given a chance to 
speak. The time should be extended. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: 25 people have 
already spoken. 

"'lifo <=110 ~: ~ m 
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Shrimati Savitl'i Nigam (Banda): It 
has been mentioned by the Speaker 
that the time will be increased .... 
(InteTTuptions.) 

Shrlmati Renuka Ray: You can ex-
tend the time for this debate. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Please begin 
your half an hour discussion. 

17.01 hrs. 
HIGH POWERED TRANSMlTI'ER° 

Shrimati Renuka Ray (MaIda): Sir, 
in reply to Question No. 256 in regard 
to the installation of a high powered. 
medium wave transmitter of a 
thousand kws to counteract the 
Chinese propaganda in South-east 
Asia, the Deputy Minister said some-
thing on 30th November which com-
pletely took the house by surprise. He 
said that Government was doing some 
re-thinking to avoid infringement of 
the lTU radio regulations. Was it not 
rather late to think of this? They 
ought to have thought of it much ear-
lier ... 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Hon. Minis-
ter wants to make a statement; per-
haps it may avoid the discussion it-
self. 

Shrimati Renuka Ray: So many 
statements haVe been made and I 
would like to speak about them. Im-
portant decisions were taken and then 
later on Government went back. 

SIlri Jaipal Singh (Ranchi West): 
J1 my hon. friend wiU forgiVe me, I 
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think it will help us if the hon. Minis-
ter did make the statement. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: That is what 
I am saying. It may avoid the dis-
cussion. 

Shrlmatl Renuka Ray: 
think it can avoid the 
(Interruptions) . 

I do not 
discussion ... 

Shrl Saipal Siugh: With due defe-
rence to you, Sir, the point is this. If 
the hon. Minister had become wiser 
and she wants to make statement, it 
does not mean that the discussion is 
precluded. .. (Interruption.!.) 

ShrI D. C. Sharma (Gurdaspur): 
Sir, her right cannot be questioned. 
She has a right to speak. 

Sbri 1'1. M. 8a11erjee (Kanpur): Sir, 
on a point of oroer. You said the hon. 
Minister wanted to make a statement. 
My attention has been drawn and I 
hope your attention has also been 
drawn to the neW'S ... 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: My attention 
has not been dr~; do nat bring in 
my name. 

SIIwl S. M. Baftft1ee: You are sup-
posed to read the newspaper. 

Mr. Depllty-StlMker: My attention 
has not been drawn and that is What 
I said. 

8tari S. M. Bllllerjoee: Sir, my point 
of order is this. When some hon. Mi-
nister wanted to make a statement in 
Lok Sabha on Bhutan business, it was 
objected to by some Members. Much 
has been said in thls House. I want to 
know from the hon. Minister whether 
this statement in the Statesman has 
leaked out. If it has leake'd out, then, 
in that case, again it will be treated 
as contempt of the House. The paper 
says that India has decided to acquire 
three transmitters. 

Mr. Depaty~r: Anyway, there 
.ill no point of order. (I~). 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Order, order. 
Shrimati Ren'uka Ray. 

Shrlmati Renuka Ray: I do not wish 
to make a long speech, I haVe also 
read that news items in the States-
man; the new, that evidently has 
leaked out in the papers. I just want 
to point out two things. First of all, 
I was referring to the statement made 
by the Deputy Minister. Then, I want 
to point out that a high powered com-
mittee of Members of Parliament in-
el uding representatives from all sec-
tions of the HOUSe was appointed in 
November, 1962. and after a good 
deal of discussion and taking an ex-
pert opinion, a decision was taken. The 
deal with respect to the Voice of 
America fell through on account of 
certain conditions. Other deals were 
considered and about a year ago or 
less than that, We were told in the 
Committee that the Government had 
come to a final decision that only 
a medium-wave 1,000 kilowatt trans-
mitter could reach certain countries. 
We were also told then that in order 
to obviate the delay, the housing for 
the transmitter was being put up as 
soon as the specification arrived. 
Since that time, that committee was 
never called. Along with the getting 
of the reply from the Deputy Minis-
~, that letter was sent to the Mem-
bers of the Committee saying that the 
committee has been discontinued on 
the ground that it had served its pur-
purpose. 

Surely, the conditions regarding the 
Chinese propaganda haVe not chang-
ed nor are the members of the com-
mittee at fault if the committee is not 
called. Then, it is obvious that there 
is same mystery regarding some 
inter-departmental decisions that have 
had to be taken, and because of these 
inter-departmental things, the I. & B. 
Ministry has in the past been in diffi-
·cult circumstances. I hope that such 
circumstances would not arise again. 
In fact, I am 'hoping that the new Mi-
nister, who has shown a sense of 
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[Shrimati Renuka Ray] 
realism would take a firm decision. 
Shri S. M. Banerjee has just now 
brought to your notice that news. I do 
not know whether it is true or not as 
yet, but if that news item which has 
come out in the Statesman today say-
ing that the Government is now going 
to have both the 1.000 kilowatt trans-
mitter and t!1e 250 kilowatt short waVe 
transmitters and that Russia has been 
approached about it. is true, it is very 
welcome news. I hope the Minister 
will tell us about it. 

The main reason why I wanted to 
stick to my right to speak was this: 
such decisions have been conveyed to 
this House on former occasions and 
such decisions have been taken on 
former occasions. I hope that the 
new Minister who has shown, as I 
said. a sense of realism bv having the 
I & B Ministry overhauled and having 
the functions reviewed, wilJ be able 
to see that the decision at least this 
time will indeed be a firm decision 
and that. there will not be another re-
thinking. If it is true that she has 
taken noW a firm decision, I hope 
there will not be another re-thinking 
on this n..,int, because we are losing 
frequencies apart from 'the fact that 
the false and malicious propaganda of 
China has had a very adverse effect 
on India during these two years since 
the emergenCy started. It is surpris-
ing that the Government have not 
been able to implement the decisions 
taken in the past. That is all I have 
to sav. I hope the Minister will ten 
us what the position is. besides ans-
wering such question as other hon. 
Members may now put. 

Shri Bari Vishnu Kamatb (Hoshan-
/!abad): May I remind the Minister 
that this particular issue has been 
highlighted bv no less an august 
J)ersonage than the Speaker himself, 
who has referred to this matter time 
and a/!ain when he was in the Chair, 
and when vou Sir, were down below 
here I was just reminding yoU because 
you too must have heard him to the 
effect that anti-Indian propaganda by 

China in South-East Asian countries 
had c~me to his notice also. It is not 
merely a question of our having said 
it. We have spoken about it so often. 

The hon. Speaker himself saying it, 
adds to its importance. May I know 
if the South-east Asian countries have 
been bombarded with anti-Indian pro-
paganda by China during the last 
more than two years even before the 
Chinese invasion, and after the histo-
ric resolution passed by this House 
on the 74th birthday of the hon. Mi-
nister's revered father, the late Prime 
Minister. ceIling upon the Govern-
ment not to rest till the Chinese are 
driven from our sacred soil. have the 
Information and Broadcastin/! Minis-
try taken any steps during the last 
two vears and particularly since she 
assumed office, to counteract Chinese 
propanganda in South-east Asian 
countries and on the Himalayan bor-
ders, and if so. what steps have ,been 
taken during her tenure of office? 

Shri Basatypa (Tiptur): The Minis-
ter was in Europe last month. May I 
know whether she heard any comp-
laint that Pakistani broadcasts are 
being heard in Rome and other parts 
of Europe, whereas our broadcasts ere 
not being heard and if so, what steps 
have been taken to remedy the situa-
tion? . 

Shrl BhalnVat Jha Azad (Bhagal-
pur): We have seen from the Press 
reports that a 1000 KW medium wave 
transmitter is now being ordered. We 
wouIn like to know by what time it 
will be possible to install it. Secon-
dlv, we would like to know whether 
the two short-wave transmitters are 
"Iso under consideration only, or a 
final decision has been taken about 
them and if so. bv what time their 
order also will be fulfilled. 

Shrl Vidva Chann Shukla (Maha-
samund): The broadcasting frequen-
cies on the international bands are 
getting very congested, I would like 
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to know whether it has been ensured 
that we would have a proper broad-
casting frequency for short-wave and 
medium-wave broadcast. I would also 
like to know, if a decision !has been 
taken to import transmitters, whether 
this has been cleared at the level of 
the Finance Ministry and at the Cabi-
net level or not. 

Shrj S. M. Banerjee: What has hap-
pened to that committee which was 
appointed just after the Chinese ag-
gression with some Members of Par-
liament? I want to know whether 
that committee has fulfilled its task 
or it has been abolished without com-
pleting its task. 

'1be Minister of Information and 
Broadcasting (Shrlmati Indira Gan-
db' : With your permission, Sir, I 
would like to read out a statement. 

In October, 1964, it was decided 
that-

(i) the earlier proposals of having 
six 100 KW short-wave and one 1000 
KW medium-wave transmitters, and 
five 100 KW short-wave transmitters 
as provided for in the Third Five Year 
Plan may be given up; and 

(ii) the Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting may be authorised to 
enter into commitments for the pur-
chase of two 250 KW short-wave and 
one 100 KW short-wave transmitters 
for installation at Delhi within the 
Third Five Year Plan. 

However in view of the feeling of 
urgency expressed in Parliament and 
outside regarding the need for a Super 
High Power Medium Wave transmit-
ter for broadcasting to C<luntries to 
the north and south-east of India, the 
whole matter was recently reconsi-
dered at a meeting to which technical 
experts were invited. At this meeting, 
it was unanimously agreed that-

(i) 
within 

Medium-wave transmission 
its comparatively limited 

range was much more effective than 
short-wave transmission; 

(ii) It has the advantage of being 
received by even cheap single-band 
receivers as well as, of course, all-
band sets; 

(iii) For the limited purpose of 
efficient broadcasts to countries like 
Tibet, Sikkim and Bhutan, in the 
north and Burma, Thailand, Malaysia 
and part of Indo-China in the south-
east, a powerful medium-wave trans-
mitter would be preferable to a short-
wave transmitter; 

(iv) The medium-wave transmitter 
would be effective onfy for a limited 
period-four hours in the evening-
and, if both the North as well as the 
South-Eastern Group were to be serv-
ed, the time would have to be divided 
between the two and arrangements 
fOr reversal of the beam would be 
necessary; 

(v) If a similar service was needed 
for broadcasts to the West, another 
transmitter to be sited either in Bom-
bay or Bhuj would be necessary and 
this would cover Pakistan, Afghanis-
tan, Saudi Arabia and the North-
Eastern portions of Africa; 

(vi) With suitable aerials, the two 
250 KW short wave transmitters pro-
posed to be stationed in Delhi, would 
serve all the areas mentioned above 
and also countries beyond, such as 
China towards the East, the Soviet 
Union and the African cOlmtries to 
the West. 

(vii) The short-wave transmission 
would provide day-and-night service, 
but reception though very much wider 
in range, would not be so effective in 
the countries within the shorter range 
as Medium Wave transmission; 

(viii) Considering our resources, ill-
though from the long-term angle, 
short-wave transmitters would be pre-
ferable for the inunediate presenta-
tion of a proper image of India and 
her policies to the countries to the 
north and south-east of India, a 
powerful medium-wave transmitter 
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[Shrimati Indira Gandhi] 
would be more advantageous, parti-
cularly in view of the fact that most 
listening is done during the evening 
hours. 

Hon. Members will be glad to hear 
that it has accordingly been decided 
that All India Radio should go in for 
a super high power medium-wave 
transmitter for location at Calcutta in 
adtiit'ion to the short-wave transmit-
ters which haVe already been approv-
ed as mentioned earlier. 

Sir, I would like to apologise to 
the House because this news has 
appeared in the newspapers. 

Shri S. M. Banerjee: That is their 
job. 

Slirimati Indira Gandhi: I can only 
say that when I was approached by 
the newspaper people, I only told 
them that no decision has been taken 
and that I would make an announce-
ment on the 14th. 

Shri Bari Vishnu Kamath: There 
must be some leak somewhere else. 

An hon. Member: We want the Mi-
nister to find out where the leakage 
is. 

Shrimati Indira Gandhi: I would 
also like to express my gratitude to 
hon. Members, because it was their 
interest in this question which help-
ed Us to get this decision of having 
all the transmitters. One of the hon. 
Members asked whether we have got 
it cleared. It has been cleared by 
the Finance Ministry and this Is a 
Cabinet decision. 

Shri Kamath asked about our ,a-
neral policy in this regard. We have 
tried to step up our propaganda, and 
I would like to emphasise that the 
purpose of our broadcasts are not 
merely to counteract Chinese or 
Pakistani _ propaganda but, as I men-
tioned in my statement, to present a 
clear and correct picture Of India. 
We want to playa positive role than 
a mere negative role. Once We get 
these transmitters, of course, our 

work will be very much easier. 

I was not in Rollle and therefore 
I cannot say how much we heard 
there. 

8hri Basappa: When I was in Rome, 
the Indian people there told me that 
whereas Pakistan Radio was being 
heard, our Indian Radio wos not being 
heard there. 

ShriJaati. Indin Gaudhi: The han. 
Deputy Minister is pointing out to 
me that Pakistan Radio is somewhat 
nearer Rome than we are. It is true 
that our services are not as strongly 
received as they should be. 

Sihri Basappa: A lot of false pro-
paganda is going on. 

Shrimati Indira Gandhi: With 
these new transmitters We hope 
things will improve. In fact, in France 
We are heard, though not always, 
quite clearly. 

It is difficult for me to say by 
what time these transmitters will be 
available. Tenders have been invit-
ed. We have approached various 
countries. Finanee has agreed to 
allow us to have these transmitter. 
only on the condition that they are 
got from the rupee-credit countries. 
We are approaching them to find out 
how soon we can have tlhem. 

I am sorry about the dissolution 
of this committee. I must confess 
that I did not quite realise what its 
functions were. As soon as they gave 
their advice on the transmitter, I 
thought their work was over. We 
shall certainly reconsider this matter 
also. We could have a new committee, 
an expanded committee, or a different 
committee. 

Shri S. M. Banerjee: Not with the 
same members. 

Shri BariVlslmuKamath: There 
should -be new personnel. 

Shrlmati Indira GaDdhl: If it is felt 
necessary, We -could have it. 
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I have already said that we have 
started action to acquire the trans-
mitters. I am told it will take about 
two years to install them. 

SIlri Hari Vishnu Kamath: An-
other two years? Time is against us. 
We have already lost two years. 

Shrimati Indira Gandhi: We are 
trying to get them as soon as possi-
ble. We have strengthened our field 
publicity units in our border areas 
as well since the Chinese aggression. 

With regard to frequencies, 
not think that I can say ... 

do 

Shri Hart Vishnu Kamath: Sir, on 
a point of clarification. Whose re-
port is this that it will take two 
years to install them? 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Why should 
h take two years? 

Shrimati Indira Gandhi: I am SO 

told by the Ministry. We will, of 
c'Jurse, try to do it earlier. The 
Deputy Minister says it may be one 
and a half years. 

I think I have covered all the 
questions. 

. Shrj Narendra Singh Mahida 
(Anand): Sir, I want one clarifica-
tion. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: No more 
clarification at this stage. 

17.22 brs. 

The Lok Sabha then adjourned til! 
Eleven of the Clock on Tuesday, De-
cember 15, 1964/ Agrahayana 24, 1886 
(Saka). 
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