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Shrl Barl Visbeu KamaU>: I leave 
it to your wisdom, Sir. But what 
about the second part of my request 
that it may not come at the fag end? 

Mr. Speaker: I will consider that. 

The question is: 

"That this House airees with 
the Twenty-ninth Report of the 
Business Advisory Committee 
presen ted to the House on the 
8th September, 1964.". 

The motion WItS adopted. 

MOTION RE. FOOD SITUATION IN 
THE COUNTRY-cOlltd. 

Mr. Speaker: The House will HOW 
take up further consideration of the 
following motiou moved py Shri C. 
Subramaniam on the 7th September, 
1964, namely:-

''That the Pood situation in the 
country be taken into considera-
tion". 

Shrl S. M. Banerjee (Kanpur): Sir, 
before you proceed with the dlscus-
lion, I want to raise a point of order. 

Mr. Speaker: On what? 

Shrl S. M. BaBerJ.: About the 
discussion on the food situation. 

Mr. Speaker: fern not able to un-
derstand. 

Shrl S. M. Banerjee: My point of 
order is about the procedure of the 
discusaion. Certain motions ha ve 
been moved which should not have 
been moved. 

Mr. Speaker: What is the objec-
tion? 

Shri S. M. BaDerJee: My objection 
is this. Many subetitute motions to 

the original motion have been moved 
in this House. One of them is tabled 
by Shri G. S. Musaflr which says: 
"This House approves of the policy of 
the Government of India in dealing 
with the food situation". 

IIIr. S,.aker: It cannot be raised 
now. When I said that his substitute 
motion W88 taken as moved. the ob-
jection ought to have been raised. 

Shrl S. M. Banerjee: It was circu-
lated only yesterday afternoon. 

Mr. Speaker: I mentioned it here. 

SbrI S. III. Banerjee: 1 was here at 
that time, but it was circulated only 
yesterday. 

Mr. Speaker: I will h"ar him at 
the end. 

Sbrl S. M. Banerjee: My point is 
that this should not have been moved. 

Mr. S,.aker: I cannot take it out 
just now. If it cannot be moved, it 
can be considered at the time when 
I put it to vote. 

Shri BarI VlsImu Kamath (Hoshan-
gabad): Was it placed before you on 
Monday or later! -

Mr. Speaker: 
later. 

suppose it was 

Shri liar! Visbn &a_til: It was 
much later. Yesterday SUbstitute 
motions should not have been admit-
ted. 

Mr. Speaker: I allowed the subs-
titute motion tabled by Shrimati Renu 
Chakravartty. Dr. Lohia was not pre-
sent bvt IUboequently 1 allowed hi. 
aubstltute motion also. I all"""ed aa 
many .s came in. I have not refused 
any except one. 

Sbrl S 't. Bane 'ee: My submission 
is QIlly ttl "; 

Mr. Spe .... er: Your objection, If It 
holds good at this moment, can be 
raised even at that time when I put 
the motion to the Bouse. I will hear 
him then. 
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Shrt Bart Vishnu Kamath: Have 
you ruled that substitute motions 
given notice of yesterday would not be 
admitted? 

Shrimati ReIlu Chakravartty (Bar-
rackpore): r think I raised the point 
On Monday, that those of us who were 
not able to get the papers in time may 
be permitted to move OUr substitute 
motions on Monday. I do not know 
whether we were permitted to move 
them on Tuesday. 

Shrl S. M. Banerjee: This cannot 
be moved. It i. barred. 

Shrl Barf Vishnu Kamath: Yes-
terday we gave notice of a substitute 
motion. 

Mr. Speaker: I will admit that too. 

Shri S. M. BaaerJee: I say that this 
is out of order. 

Mr. Speaker: In that case Shri 
Maurya's substitute motion would also 
stand admitted. They will be circu-
lated. 

Shrl S. M. Banerjee: But this is out 
of order. 

Mr. Speaker: 
him at the end. 
now. 

1 will hear 
It cannot be done 

Shrl S. M. Baaerjee: Once it is 
put to vote nothing will remain. 

Mr. Speaker: It has been already 
admitted. Now he wants that it 
should be excluded. It can be done 
before it is put to the House and I 
will hear him then. 

Let UB proceed with the discussion. 
Out of 15 hours allotted for this dis-
cussion, 8 hours and 5 minutes have 
already been taken and 6 hours and 
55 minutes remain. 
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Shrt Maurya (Aligarh): I beg to 
move: 

That for tbe original motion, the 
following be substituted, namely:-

''This House, having considered 
the Food situation in the coun-
try and the crisis caused by the 
shortage of food, recommends the 
following measures to ease the 
situation,-

(a) Introduction of State Trad-
ing in foodgrains; 

(b) Supply of water, fertilizers, 
insecticides and seeds etc. on 
very nominal rates; 

(c) Allotment of the waste and 
idle land to the landless 
labourers; 

(d) Adequate and remunerative 
price for farmers; and 

(e) Proportionate production of 
foodgrains ... 

Shri Vishram ....... (Laltlanj) : 
I beg to move: 

That for the original motioh, the 
following be substituted, namely:-

"This House, having considered 
the Food situation in the country, 
is of opinion that the Government 
of India have completely failed 
to solve the food proble!!("' 

Shrlmatl Tarkeshwarl Sinha (Barh): 
Mr. Speaker, Sir, this debate has been 
going on in this House for the last 
two days and many valuable points 
have been raised. It indicate. the 
importance of this debate and also the 
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·concern of the country which is loolc-
.ing to this debate. Sir, while makini 
.a general observation about this pro-
blem, I would like to submit before 
you the peculiar situation that is there. 
The peculiar situation ia, according to 
Government's estimate of 1963-64, the 
production of foodgrains has been 
77:8 -million tons. Then, nearly 5 mi:-
lion tons have been available from 
impcJll'ts. So, ~he total. foocl avail-

a bili ty in the country should be 82.8 
million tons. Let us assume that this 
figure is a little bit inflated and re-
dUce the quantum by 10 per cent. 
·Glvlng· allowance for the average loss 
by storage let Us reduce that quantum 
by another 7-1/2 per cent., which is 
the actual storage loss. That will 
bring down the availability of food 
to nearly 70 million tons. If you di-
vide the foodgrains proportionately'· 
by the total population of this coun-
try, one pound of food should hi. 
available to each and every individual. 
We must remember that one pound 
is available not only to males but 
also females, whase consumption iI 
'comparatively less. and also children 
and sick people. 

A .. BoD. MBJIlber: Women conswne 
'less? 

Shrlmatl Tarkeshwari Sinha: Dis-
'prove it and then ask q\testions. I 
bave said something. If the hon. 
Members are so knowledgeable abo\tt 

·consumption of food by females, let 
them disprove my statement. Also, 
·the consumption of foocl by children 
and sick people is less. So, if we. 
take into account the total availabl\! 
and distributable production of food-
grains of 7() million or 72 million tons, 
·each and every person should get one 
pound. 

SIIrt·IHralitrOopta (Calcutta South 
West): One pound per year? 

Shrlmatt TarkeshWari Sinha: One 
pound per individual, per day of 
course. The hon. Member knows it 
well. He need not plead so mucb igno-
rance about this fact. We are not 
reading in the schools now to r'quire 
answer to such questions. Hon. Mem-

"..bers must exercise common sense 3Ild 
982 (Ai) LSD-5 

the Country 
realise tha~ one PDWld per year iB no 
calculation at all. Now, let me come 
to my point as I have only tlft~n 
minutes, 

An Ben. Member: The production 
figures are not correc\. 

SbrImaU Tvkellh_l, Sbtba: I bave 
already stated that the fll\II'es may 
be intIated and we MW to give lome 
alloW9nce for that. The hon. Mem-
ber ahould be a little more attentive 
to the maiD: speech than to the inter-
ruptiON. I have myself deducted ten 
per Cellt for giving allowance to inflat-
ed figures. Theo, I am COIIIln, to the 
point which the hon. Members are 
trying- to raiae. Bu. they do not have-
the patience to listen to me. 

Therefore, what 1 say is that the 
crisis at the present moment, to my 
mind. is not of production so much 
as of proper digtribution. Proper 
dlatrlbu tion Is the problem which Ia 
facing this ccuntry ill.t now. It is a 
problem of· not even high price. sO' 
much tocl.y, becau.8 high prices have 
been coming forward, price. have 
been generating upwards from 1962. 
Many times dl5cusslcn. have been 
held in this House. It 15 a fact that 
Government should have /Ixed paritT 
of prices, nct today but in 1962, when 
the prices had more cr. less stablUsed. 
At that time the Government, the 
Planning Commission and the National 
Development Council should have 
taken cognisance of this fact. I 
remember, and probably tlu1 House 
would also remember, that so many 
times this problem came before the 
National Development Council, the 
Planni~ Commission and the Gov-
ernment. I do not know wily so much 
importance and serious attention \vas 
not given to this problem then as i. 
being given today. It Is common Ben .. 
that at the present/moment the parity 
of prices is so high that it is di1ll-
cult to reduce the prices. A. a 
humble student of economics I have 
read the economic hislory and price 
fluctuations of the difterent countries 
of the world and I have found that 
wherever price. have risen hIgh, it 
has been found almost Impossible to 
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[Ghrimati Tarkeshwarl Sinha] 
bring them back to the lower level 
of prices. 

This has happened in each and 
every country. In order to stabilise 
their economy those countries had to 
bring a new parity of prices which 
was put at a much higher level and 
the whole production level, consump-
tion level and the per capita Income 
level was generated to fulftl that kind 
Of parity. Therefore it is no uae talk-
ing just now, at the present moment, 
that the prices should come down to 
the level of 1951 or 1952, that is, the 
start of the PlaI'l. A new parity of 
prices will have to be fixed and that 
parity of prices should be conoidered 
right now. It may be difficult because 
the prices are .going very high. 

Secondly, the Government has not 
got the stock that can be available In 
the posses.ion of Government to in-
dulge in price fluctuation or manipu-
lation. If the Government want. to 
come in as the biggest buyer and 
seller in the market and to have an 
effective hand in the operation of 
price fluctuations without a good 
stock in the possession of the Govern-
ment, the talk of price stability is an 
impossibility. 

Here I am reminded of a booklet 
which was published by Shrl Ajit 
Prasad Jain who was the Food MInis-
ter. He had written very valuable 
articles. From his experience he has 
said that unless and until the Gov-
ernment has enough stock with Itself 
It cannot enter into any kind of mar-
ket operations of price fluctuation. 
Therefore, the whole concept of State 
trading is derived from the basic pre-
sumption that Government must have 
the stock.s available. This is the 
immediate problem. I am surprised 
that when hon. Members opposite 
talk abo'ut State trading, simulta-
neously, with the same voice and in 
the same speech they ask as to why 
We are Importing foodgrains. If the 
stock of food grains have depleted so 
m.uch, they cannot have a satisfactory 
answer to the problem. Here I would 

ask the Government as to why the· 
stock has been al\owed to be depleted. 

Shri Namltlar (Tiruohirapalli): Are· 
we to leave it to fate or are we to 
leave it to the looters to loot what 
they want? 

Shrlmatl Tarkeshwarl Sinha: WOUld. 
yoU please hear me? 

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member haa· 
to listen to her. 

Shrimatl Tarkeshwarl SInha: If 
the han. Member think. that In order 
to avoid the looting by other people· 
the Government itsell should become 
a looter, I do not agree with that pro-
position at all, Let us be practical 
about that. Therefore I say that the 
talk that there should be no import 
of foodgralns is a talk which has no 
practical utility and which is unrea-
listic. The immediate problem before 
the Government is that we should go 
in for fOOd imports. 

Hon. Members should bear with me-
and go back to the food statistic •. 
What Is the statistics till today? The 
gross availability of production In 
1961 was 68'32 million tonne. and the 
population Increase was 442 million; 
in 1962 the gross food production 
available was 69'41 million tonnes 
while population Increase was 450.5 
'million and in 1963, 67'10 million ton-
nes were available as the gross pro-
dUCe of foodstuffs and the population 
increased to 459.1 million or nearly 
460 million. If you compare these 
with the stock that has been with the 
Government, you will find that .lnce 
1961, from year to year, the propor-
tionate stock available with the Gov-
ernment had been going down. This 
was an experience of the Government 
that should have taken advantage of 
by the subsequent Food Ministers. 
When 8hri Rail Ahmed Kidwai waa' 
the Food Minister, if I remember 
aright, he was of the view that there' 
ahould be 4'5 million tons Or at least 
3.5 million tons of stock available 
with the Government so as to supply 
foodgralns during the lean perlod. I 
think, Shri Ajit Prasad Jain would. 
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bear with me and give the lIeurea of 
the stock that he was keeping WIth 
him when he was Food Minister to 
manipulate the fluctuation of price 
and also the availability of foodgra.ins. 

What is the aVailable stock today? 
In. 1961 the available stock was 0.17 
mIllion tonnes-that means. only 17 
lakh tons; in 1962 the available .tock 
with the Government was .36 million 
~onnes and in 1963 the stock, accord-
mg to the figures which were aVail-
able to me-after that the figures 
were not availabl_ls .1 mil1Jon ton-
nes. Now, with this stock with the 
Government. how can the Govern-
~ent think Of going and manipulat-
mg PTlCes and also making supplies 
t~ the scarcity areas? The produc-
tion has been virtually stagnant. 
r am not saying about those 
States where there has been surplus. 
We are not concerned with the 
production arrangements in Andhra 
Pradesh. We are certainly concern-
ed with the production arrangements 
in Uttar Pradesh. If there has been 
a shortage of 2-1/2 million tons-I 
hope Mr. Jain will bear me out--
naturally the problem of Uttar Pra-
desh has to be looked into, not the 
problem of Andhra Pradesh. What 
has happened in the last two or three 
years? Generally, in the surplus 
States. there has also been reduced 
production-in some of them-and the 
deftcit States have been doing very 
bad for the last two Or three years. 
I have the personal experience at 
Bihar. For the last two yeoars. the 
rabi crop was in a hopeless condition. 
There was hardly any produce. We 
knew that We were going to face this 
kind of scarcity because there was 
absolutely no production in Bihar. 
AI! the production arrangements 
went wrong because of the peats. 
flOOds and various other phenomena. 
Therefore, the problem of deficit 
States was aggravated and that is 
whv you find the present cmls. It la 
a Peculiar situation that in all the 
State. there is not that much of a 
tood crisis. If the available produc-
tion would have been simultaneously 
distributed according to the normal 
channels, then thl. k111d of scarcity 

the Country 
would not have been prevailing in 
only a few States and a few spots In 
the country. In some States the con-
ditions are quite normal. S~me Stater 
are suffering badly. Again. I come 
to the point that it is more the crisis 
of distribution than the crisis of pro-
duction and for meeting the crisis of 
distribution. you have to take a very 
dominant position in the State trad~ 
ing. The State trading should not be 
allowed to be dragged into a political 
controversy of socialist economy and 
non-socialist economy. It is not that. 
The reality of the situation requirea 
that there shOUld be an increasinl 
amount of State manipulation int'" 
the market operations and that can; 
come if the Government becomes It 
major partner in the distribution of 
foodgrains. 

What actually ""\>pens is this. The 
private traders today have virtuany 
got a control of the foodgralns. These 
private tmder ........ ctuaUy. they are 
commission agents-go to the actual 
cultivator and tAley but the foodllrains 
from him. Probably. they pledge a 
small amount of money to the culti-
vator and what they do is t""t they 
keep that amount there and they wait 
for the price to rise so that tAley 
would supply the amount of food-
grains avai19ble with them to the 
areas where there is scarcity. They 
would wait for those condition. They 
would go in for bile supply of food-
grains only on the basis of scarcity 
and the price rise. Thi. is the one dis-
advantage which the conlumers Iuller 
fram. H 

The second disadvantage II that 
they consume a lot of time. space and 
transportation capacity of thil coun-
try by supplying foodgrain. from 
one particular area to another. For 
example. a particular farmer 'A' haa 
supplied foodgreins to a particular 
trader 'B'. Now. 'E' has hoarded that 
stock at a particular place. He will not 
release that stock .. t • particular place 
when the need arise.. He would II) 
in f()T higher prolltability wherever It 
is available with the result he con-
sumes a lot of time. space and th" 
traMpor1Irtlon capacity. ThUI, ,.., 
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also have to provide for more tram-
portation facilities for ttle SIllI\e amo-
unt of foodgrains. That is another 
diaradvantage that we get from these 
priv"te operwons of the traders. 

Our Government is not a totalita-
rian Government. Every individual 
has the right to function to the best 
of hi. capacity. But what I say Is 
that' thOse commlosion agents them-
selves can be State commission egents. 
Their experience, their knOWledge, 
their technical know-how and aU that 
should be utilised for fUlfilling the 
obligations of the State. There Is nO 
need to creete a separate machinery. 
If your machinery is quite good and 
if those commission agents get a !trac-
tive considerations from the Govern-
ment. they will not go In for private 
trading and they. will gO In for State 
trading. Most of the commission 
agents arc agent. of some big whole-
salers who' are sitting' either in Bom-
bay or in Calcutta' or in other big 
places. 

I would like to say that the Slate 
should enter the field as a big compe-
Utor, and the State should give attrac-
tive prices. But then I would also 
Uke to point out that this i. not the 
time when the State can indulge In 
giving an attractive range of prices, 
because the prices are very high; and 
It the State wants to attract the food-
grains from the producer, it will have 
to provide a higher price by way of 
incentive but that would aftect the 
consumers' interest very muoh or.d, 
tIIerefore. the State is in a difficult 
po$ltltlfl, and they cannot go In for 
mark.t operations immediately. I .. m 
glad that Shrl C. Subramanlam has 
rild that it b· difficult at the present 
ntfllnent to otert State trading Initially 
bl!cau8e' we shall not be able to suc-
ceed. When my han. fril'Jld. oppo.lte 
88y that Government are hanky-panky 
abo"t it, anlt th& State Governments 
tIt'e very lu .... warm and.., on, they do 
not real III!! the Implications Of going 
in for State trRdlng just naw. These 
4ft'!! some at the problem. which re-
4111"" solution. of an Immediate nature. 

the CountTl/ 

But tlHire are also cerlain long..(erril 
pro blelhS, and some of these 10011'-
term probkfus require solution from 
right now, because they will bear re-
sults only after three or four Or five 
yea.... Even in Slate trading in' food-
grains Government will be in a com-
'm9nding positiOn only after three or 
four Or five yearB; and state trading 
cannot start giving immediate "'SUits. 
Tne State trading cortloration in food-
erains, whenever it may come into 
existence, will have to .utter heaVy 
losses, becaUlle in ll'Iy opinion, about 
RII. 100 to Rs. 80 crores of subsidy will 
have to be provided to the producer 
to give aome incentive to sell the food" 
grains to the State trading organisa-
tion. I would suggest' the creation of 
something like an equalisation fund or 
deficit fund for this purpose. For, 
the ·next day when the State trading 
corporation in foodgralns will make 
heavy losses, my hon friends oppo<!lte 
wUlbe the very ftrst to jump at th" 
neck of the State trading corporation 
In foodgraina and say 'You have made 
a mess of the whole thing'. Thel'l!-
fora let me tell the House jUllt now 
that this problem i. bound to ari." 
that there will be big losses suffered 
by the State trading corporation in 
foodgrains or wblchever agency in-
dulges in Stllte trading· operation. 
Therefore. there should be an equall-
.ation fund which can compensate for 
the losses of any particumr year: That 
fund should be organised with th" 
consensus· of opinion of Government. 
I am not a technical person to give 
advice on that, but I think that some 
flexible and ftuid fund should be avail-
able with Government permanently 

so that they will not have to run to 
the Finance Ministry every time, say-
Ing 'Please give WI Ra. 2 crores or Ra; 
3 crores, because otherwise we shall 
be in difficulty.'. Let the Food 
Ministry have in their possession a 
IIOrl of deftcit or equalisation fund at 
their disposal so that they themselves 
on their own initiative, and without 
goinll and asking and making Q re-
quut to the Finance Ministry and the 
vllriOUIt Ministries coacerned, coald 
comelnaH~w.s~~ ~ 
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market manipulations. This is one 
l\IIg!l8lion ·that I would H.kelo make. 

~Qn, 1 .w.ould like .to point out that 
we are payilli 110 much attention to 
t,be ind\llltrial tragets. I would like 
to ask Why a limilar attention is not 
,paid to agriculture, .and why lop .prio-
Atl' has ,not .been given <to ·the .tarpt 
.of 8jIl"lcultlU'lllproduction, and aPe-
.ci<olly in .relud to the industrial goods 
which may be requited for incraasing 
,agricultural production. My hon. 
fJ:iend S:1ri A. p. Jain'. pamphlet has 
come very handy to me, and I would 
like to quote IIOIDe of the figures tha t 
he has given, with his permission. He 
has pointed out very rightly that the 
target of I million tons of nitrogeno\ls 
fertilisers is going to f~lI short by 40 
per cent. 

Silri A. P. Jain (Tumkur); Now, it 
will fall short by 50 per cent. 

Shr~t1 ll'arl<eslawari SbIjaa: Why 
should there be so much talk on in-
creased fOOd prodUction, when the 
bajlic requirements ot the agriculturists 
are not fulfilled and eno\1gh att.ention 
is not being paid to fulfil those re-
quirements7 I would submit that we 
must give enough aUentionto ferti-
lisers. The supply of fertilisers will also 
have to be conditioned on the basis 
ot subi;idy. You cannot expect the 
producer who is a I'dlall cultiwtor to 
buy the fertilisers at the rate at whiCh 
they are available in the market; Gov-
ernment wiII have to subsidise the fer-
tilisers. Actually, if we cut out 8(ID1e 
expenditure from the other items in 
the Plan and provide those funds for 
this purpose. there should be no politi-
cal misunderstandings on that score, 
because everything cannot be generat-
ed at the same time when the r'Sour-
ces available with the country are 
lJmited. Therefore, i! some of the 
resourCes allocated for other items 
will have to be diverted for the pur-
pose of increasing agricultural produc-
tion, that should be done. 

Ther. is another thing alao whkh 
can be done. I think the han. Food 
Minister should take the initrative in 

calling all the State Governments alld 
making them understand that power 
should be available at a cheaper rate 
to ·the agriculturist rather than to the 
indu!ltrialproducer. To-day power for 
indu.trial production, unfortunately, 
Is cheaper, and it is a big paradox and 
irony of ·the present situation that the 
rate at which power is supplied to the 
poor culUvalor I. much biner thap 
the .. ate at whiCh it is supplied to thF 
industrial concerns. Therefore, fmme-
.1iate steps must be taken to reduce 
the rate at which power ts slU)pUed 
to the lIgr\culturl,sts. 

There 9hould be no Idle talk and no-
Idle conference and no idle (/speeches. 
We have unfortunately lot into the 
habit of making long speeches. I.arn 
reminded of a particular famous 
phrase that I had read in my chUdhood 
days in one of the stories, namely 
dapor .hBnl<h. Let u" not be dapor 
,hankh. that .go on shoutin, 10\1ndiy all 
the time. There Ia a aa)'!ng In Hindi 
'niat; 

"iI'\' •• c: .... '11:~ ~.~ .~r "tv~" 
'nierefore, . there should be no Idle 
conferences. Let the State Govern-
ments come to this realisation that 
power has to be provided at a cheaper 
rate to the agriculturist than to the 
industrial producer. 

Thirdly, immedlat.e steps should be 
taken to see that any kind of sale8 
tax on foodgrains at any place, which 
is in operation, should be abolished 
forthwith. A lime 108' of revenue to 
the States. of the order of a few crores 
of rupees, Is not so important and not 
so significant as when the basic pro-
duction programme is alrected because 
of thi.sai"" tnx. J do not have the 
graphic picture before me of all the 
taxes that are there, and, therefore, 
I shall not be able to indicate what 
kind of taxes there are, but all taxes 
on the production and sale of food-
grains should be abolished. 

'nien, I would like to say a word 
about mechanisation. We talk so 
much about mechanisation, and 80 



Motion re: SEPTEMBER 9, 111M Food Situation in 
the COUnt'1l 

{Shrimati Tarkeshwari Sinha] 
'lnucb discussion is going on about 
:mecbanisation. But if I wer ... · to tell 
you the price of a tractor, you would 
'be surprised. The price of a tractor, 
Jet US say, the FergusoIl' brand of 
·tractor, which was available before at 
Rs. 9000, is today Rs. 18,000. So, It 
is impossible for a middle-class agrI-
culturist to go in even for one tractor. 
So, how can he resort to meahanisa-
tlon? 

So, When we talk of mechanisation. 
we a.re just talking in the sky, anCl 
we do not realise that the tractor II 
beyond his means and beyond his 
capabilities.. Then, I would l/Ubmit 
that it will be to the credit of the 
Food Minister Shri C. Subramaniam 
if he could initiate talks with his col-
leagues and start immediately the 
manufacture of power-tillers. In this 
connection, I would like to bring to 
his notice one particulaT thing. When 
he was the Finance Minister In Madras, 
there was an exhibition in Madras. 
! do not remeber the exact date, but 
I think that it was held about three 
or four years back. There, one parti-
cular tractor was exhibited, which cost 
very little. I think it was a Japanese 
or American or probably a Canadian 
tractor; it was an Ii H.P. or 2 liP. 
tractor. I do not remember the dc-
tils of it, but the price of that tractor 
was Rs. 2000. The Madras Govern-
ment were very much impressed. The 
other State Governments which went 
to that exhibition were also very 
much impressend. And then I do not 
know what happened to that. 

Sbrl A. P. Jain: Then, the Planning 
Commission came in. 

Shrimati Tarkesbwarl SIDha: I wrote 
a letter at that time to the then Prime 
Minister. the late P<1ndit Jawaharlal 
Nehru. suge-esting he should initiate 
this programme of manufactuTe of 
this tractor. which could be very 
useful. At present, there are so many 
varieties of tractors which are belog 
manufactured, and in most of the 
cases, the licences have been given to 
the rupee-payment countries, and all 

kinds of programmes have been for 
mulated in this regard. But what Ia 
happening is that most of the tractors 
remain idle because the spare parts 
are not available. Therefore I would 
luggest that Government .ho~ld really 
go In for the manufacture of thla 
IIIIl811 tractor. I am lure my bon. 
friend Shri C. Subramaniam who bas 
got a very good memory would re-
member that particular brand, and I 
am sure he would realise that ltIat 
tractor will be very useful,' if it could 
be successful1y applied in a practical 
manner for the aveNge individual 
farmer. 

I am very grateful, to you, Sir, far 
the Indulgene that yoU have shown to 
me in regard to the time that you 
have given me. 
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m:;r ~ itffi ~~, %J~r:..rr 
~om .. iftif~\'I1T~ilf;;rlr 
f.RT;fi if; tmf <fR. ;m:. If: ~ ~ 
~,~ '!it ~ ~'1T ? ~\mr ~ fiIr 
~!'iJ~if;~mr.;sft ~iIr 
fn1lT'«ft ~. ~ Ifi'i ...,. fin fiIrq-r m 
~ Ai f.!;m;ff 'lit m f'R' 1 ~ iii' m 
f>r<llfr ? m r~ 'il,i'j'lqfd4'j 'lit, 
",,;m:~..n. *ft qR~-
~ ¥. ~ ~. fOl'f ;rn;r ~ t 1 
~ ~ ~ 'lit m ~ f1:r.r ij'qT 

~ 1 qR ~ ~ ~ m 1ft 'TIn'. 
;:it ~ ij'!1§ q-R-or", morr ~ i\1 

ilfT'm qR 'ill'it>r if ~ ~ 1 
*,r if ~ 'I{Y ~ 1 ~ 'l!T. ;;r) "" iIr 
tmf. f.R if; tmf '1'R m. i('iR lt~ 
~~ 1 ~fuo:~ .... ~~~ 
mij'~~~f,.;\W~ 
if; 'lfff ~ ~ 'lit ilrtf>: ij' ~ >form 
~ 1 "fifij'~~~~.iro 
~ ~Ai~,.;'I[ij',.;'I[tfJi!'~ 

~...,.~~ij'lf'1T~t 1 ~ 
~<! ~ m ...,. ~ <fr .. r.tt 
~ij'~~qRm;r~tm 
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~ if :I'~ ~ m ...,. q;mr >Prm 
~ ~ 1 

Wq~~~~iIr~~ 

zfrom ...,. ~ tq' ~. f.JRf '!It ~ 
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~~n:)~f1l'liT1f;T~ ~1Ifmit 
lfflT ~1I'r "fT~lfT ~ I ~T.,;r~ IFr IF'!' 
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Matton reo SEPl'EMBER 9, 1984 Food Situation in 
the CountTIi 
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'IR ~ 'I\"11r ~ ~ I 'I'I~ W 
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Sbrl Karuthlruman (Gobichettlpa-
lay am) : Sir, after hearing SO many 
speeches in the House, I am sorry so 
say that there was not even a .ingle 
speech containing suggestions tor in-
creasing production. Instead these 
speeches will create more 8C";" In the 
mind. of the people. There 10, of 
course, Increase In price of foodgrains 
,and Instead of looking at It at the 
national level, the opposition want to 
look at it from the angle of the poli-
tical level. Agitations and bl1ndh. 80 
far did not increase production, but 
had the adverse el'lect. It created a 
scare In the minds of the people and 
served the purpose of air raid warn-
ing to traders, hoarders and black-
marketeers. Only this scare 10 res-
ponsible for scarcity of foodgrains. 

We should see that proper condi-
tions are created for Increasing pro-
duction, Unless production increases, 
there is no chance of the price level 
being reduced. Even In advance coun-
tries like America, J .. pan Or Great 
Britain, the price level has Increued 
compared to 1959, to an abnormally 
nigh level in 1963. If we take It as 
100 in 1959, in our country It has In-
creased to 133 Or 148. So, price in-
crease Is not " special feature in this 
country alone, but It Is a world pro-
blem. 

For increasing production, the price 
policy should be properly oriented. 
For example, In Russia the food price 
policy Is consumer-oriented and there 
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is no excess in production. In the 
the USA, however, the food price 
poll"Y is producer-oriented and sub-
sidy is given to the producers. So there 
is excess in production there. There 
fore, we should sflrlke a level where 
the interests of both the producers 
and the consumers would be comd-
dered. The price policy should be 
producer-orlented as well as consu-
mer-oriented. 

The price policy announced by the 
Food Minlater is a welcome one. It 
has been hailed by all the peasants 
in the country. Now they have reali-
sed that unless they give a proper and 
remunerative price for the producer, 
it is impossible to increue production. 
The opposition say that the Govern-
ment should step in. When we an-
nounced the prices, then the opposi-
tion members did not say a word about 
the prices. But nOW they say, supply 
the food grains at that price. How is 
it possible? It Is a colossal task. Only 
just now we have stepped In and we 
are organising it. Previously the op-
position members were saying, like 
Sputnik the price is rising. When we 
announced the price, they say, you 
supply foodgrains at that price. I am 
reminded of a ftsh in Tamllnad. For 
a snake, it \ViII show Its head. For a 
ftsh, it will show its tail thus claim-
ing a dual purpose. Similarly my 
communist friends say, when you have 
fixed the price. every houae and every 
individual should be supplied at that 
price. I would submit that unless 
all the members and the pubJlc co-
operate It Is an impossible task for 
Us to fix the price level and supply 
it also. 

At present. We depend only on food 
produc:tion. The productiOn shOUld 
be all round. It ill no USe simply In-
creasing fOOd production alone. There 
should be Increase In production of 
milk. 

There should be Increase In the pro-
duction of eggs, fish, vegetables and 
fruIts. As wu suggested In the 
Twelfth century, when our country 

lVas ranking high in culture by the 
great poet Kambar: 

"Mukkanillum moothiral/Um 
muzhuthanaillum senthalrom IdaldaVe 
cheruchorum" 
was considered to be the best diet. 
He explains how the people In Rama 
Rajya were enjoying. Mukkani mean. 
three kinds of fruIts, moothlrot means 
gOOd pulses, muzhuthanai means un-
adulterated ghee, senthair means good 
curd and idaldalle cherochorom meana 
with rice and cereals In a IItle quan-
tity here and there. So far u the 
fOOd habits of those people were con-
cerned, cereals, rice and other things 
constituted only 25 per cent and the 
rest was formed of vegetables, pulses, 
ghee and curd. It Is a healthier diet. 
It Is a nutritive one. At the same 
time, It Is a full diet. What we take 
now is not good food at all. 

They say there is shortage of food-
grains. I say there Is nO shortage of 
food grains. There Is availability of 
food grains but at a high level of pric-
es. As a farmer Of this country I can 
say that r am producing 12 quintals 
of rice per acre per crop for more than 
two decades. When in an other coun-
tries they are able to feed six or seven 
persons ·with one acre our average is 
two persons per acre. It Is not that 
our farmers are not capable of pro-
ducln! more or they are 8low In pro-
duction. WIth intenslvl! cultivation, 
even with the present extent of culti-
vation We can feed sIx hundred mil-
lion people. I am a farmer. As a 
practical farmer J can only say that 
the present hon. Minister has come TO 
the rescue of our farmers. The poor 
peasants were considered as " low 
catellory of people. The plIght of the 
peasants went unwept, unsung and 
unhonoured In thOse days. Now, be-
cause of the .hortage of foodgralns 
thev have realised the importance of 
peasants, cultivation ana agriculture. 
They have now come to the rescue of 
the peasants. They have come out 
with a fair price. BecaUSe of this, 
when r go to my constituency I find 
there are many garden lands which 
have been converted Into paddy lands 
because they know they can get (laIr 
price for their cultivation. 
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Therefore, for intensive cultivation 

we should create the conditions for it. 
Our Agricultural research section has 
done a very good thing, a wonderful 
thing 'l'fie agrkultural research 
centres at the Centre as well as in 
the States have produced many good 
strains. Because of gOOd seeds awil-
able for u. we were able to Increase 
our production hundred per cent and 
even two hundred per cent. We 
should make the fruits of our 
research avall .. ble to each and every 
peasant of this country. If we do 
that, our Indian farmers are good nnd 
they will increase our production. Our 
farmers are progressive farmers. 
Please do not meddle with the Indian 
farmers. They are Intelligent farmers. 
If you make things available to them 
they wlll do their best. 

Now things are done on a a politi-
cal line and not on a national line. 
Geme people want to dr<lg away the 
peuJUlts who are . supportlne the 
rullne party. They want to take them 
_ay to their Bide and that is why 
this scarcity is being created. 

Proper steps are not being taken to 
create the necessary conditions for 
the agriculturilts. So tar, of course. 
we have apent Re. 22,000 crorea on our 
Plans. When 1Ihe question of agricul-
turists comes, nothing much haa been 
done. Take the question of ammo-
nimum aulphate. It should be lubeidis-
ed. Proper steps to sublidile it 
should be taken. Two million tona of 
.. mmonium lulphate is diatributed 
among 70 'million farmers. Nowhere 
in the world is ammonium sulphate so 
costly as in India. It Is nearly RlI 
400 per ton. You lubsidlle It and live 
it at Rs. 100 less per ton. It may mean 
a lOIS of Rs. 20 crores to the Govern-
ment. But by that we will Increase 
RI. 60 crores worth of foodlTain• 
production. The moment yoU lub-
sidise It and give it to each and avery 
farmer In this country. the farmers 
will feel that lome concealon Is being 
shown to them and they wl11 put in 
their maximum el!ort to Increao;e 
production. 

Then ther is the question of agricul-
tural implements. The requirements 
of the agriculturists should be fully 
subsidised. The tariff rate for elec-
tricity supplied to aericulturlsts lor 
their lift irrieation is twice the 
rate applicable to industrialists. In-
dustrialists have an assured income, 
an assured profit. The poor 8ericul-
turists have to depend on so many 
factors. They have to depend on 
seasonal conditions. A good season 
means 8n increase ot 50 per een t in 
production and a bad sealOn means a 
decrease of i50 per cent In production. 
You should, therefore, see that he is 
adequately equipped with his require-
ments. So far as Madra. Is concern-
ed out of the total power generating 
capacity, only 25 per cent i. given to 
agriculturists and 60 per cent is ginn 
to industrialists for industries. For 
the Industri<llists' they charge only 
four paise whereas the agrlculturlsls 
are charged nine paise per unit. What 
sin haVe the agriculturirts committed 
to pay this heavy charge. compared to 
the Industrialists? Shift i50 per cent 
of the di1ference on the tndustrlalists 
and then it will be all right. 

Another thing is, we have increaaed 
the tax on diesel oil. For agrlcultur~ 
diesel oil Is a very vital and important 
thing tor lifting water frOm the well. 
I have calculated and I have found 
that whereas for irrigation one aCTe of 
l<lftd through a bullock it costa Rs. 5 
and, aiIo Rs. 5 per acre per Irrigation 
If diesel oil Is used, for irrigating the 
same land by electricity it will cost 
only RI. 1.50 per irriglltion. That 
means, my friend who has electricity 
will gain RB. 3.50 per irrigation. There-
fore, supply of electricity at conces-
sional rates to every peasant wll1 in-
duce hiin to do his best. If there is 
good rain In a year we say that there 
will be a good crop. Therefore, If 
electricity Is supplied at conceaslon"J1 
rates and they are able to irrigate 
their lands at cheap cost, we can be 
assured of more produc:tlon. I hope 
the preoent able Food ..nd Agriculture 
Minister wiJl live due consideration 
to my su.geRions. 
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Then, there should be crop insurance 
for the poor peasants. Wherever 
there are not big irrigation projects 
deep tube-wells should be provided 
for the agricultUrists. Our Govern-
ment has formeu the Food,rains Cor-
poration. I welcome it. It is a semi-
official body and it is not Ilke any 
other government ofIIclal body 
BecaUSe of the formation of thil Cor-
poration, the traders are afraid and 
they are giving the real price bed 
by the Government. But for the 
formation of this Corporation they 
would have demanded food,rains at a 
cheaper rate. If Ws Corporation I. 
run on commercial lines I thlnk it will 
be very successful. Even if 10 to 20 
per cent of foodgrains is handled by 
this Corporation, the price level. wlll 
be maintained not only for the pro-
ducer but for the consumer also. 

So far as rice is concerned even the 
processing and storale of rice in a pro-
per manner will add 5 per cent to our 
present stocks. In older days hand-
pounded rice was conlidered to be. the 
best thing. By hand-pounding we gat 
70 to 73 per cent of rice in weilht. We 
get bran out of that. We get more 
vitamins. By modern technical hulling 
and polishing the quality of the en-
tire thinl deteriorates and we get only 
the polilhed rice. Even if you pal. 
one order saying that there Ihould be 
no huUing at aU and only shelling or 
de-husking should be done, we will be 
able to add 4 to 5 per cent to our 
stock. and the food problem will be 
solved to that extent. Not only Ihould 
there be Increase In agricultural pro-
duction but the agriculturist should 
be induced to take to dairy farming, 
poultry, jiggery and other vocations. 
Then, either certain concessions or 
certain inducements shOUld be given 
to those farmers who produce more 
per acre. 

Lastly, I will refer to the statement 
of our revered late Prime Mlnlster. 
Shri Jawoaharlal Nehru, whoss heart 
and soul becaUSe the part of our soil 
and people, stated that success goes 
to those who dare and act. Our pre-
sent FOOd and Agrteulture Minister 
has ac:ted ciariD,ly, and IG .lIcceu Is 
OiU'S. 

Shri R. G. Dulle, (Bijapur North): 
Mr. Deputy Speaker. Sir, a HUla 
while alO Dr. Lohia an hon. Member of 
this HoWIe. spoke and said many 
thinls. Particularly, he made certaln 
observations reiBrdinJ State traclln., 
plannin,. char clultaftll or even I_ 
fQr the comlnl years and many other 
thinJS. I respect Dr. Lohia for his 
knowledle. But the way he ended 
I ,ot the impression. to put it in the 
words of Bertrand Ruuell. he ja deve-
lopin, himself into a lCeptic. He ball 
no faith In the Government, he has 
no faith in the Communist Party or 
the Socialist Party and probably he 
hail no faith in himself. Possibly it 
would lead him to a state which is 
called anarchism where there Is nO-
thinl but chaos. Finally, he referred 
to Bharat band which the Communist 
and Socialist partie. want to obaerve 
on the 25th of this month. and IUI-
lested that it is not enoUjJh. it should 
not be done partially. they should 10 
a step further and see that the whole 
country comes to a stop. To put It in 
precise words. it i. a voice of deopalr. 

Is this the way We are loin, to 
solve the problems of the country? 
We have held three lIeneral alecUons 
in this country In a free and falr 
manner. We are loinll to haVe the 
fourth general election after another 
two and half years. I am ukinl the 
members of the Communist Party, the 
Socialist Party, and Dr. Lohla who 
does not acree with the views of that 
party, have they nO patience to walt 
for another two and halt years to 
secure the verdict of the people in a 
democratic and lela! way? Why are 
they in such a hurry? I. this the 
way they are loin. to .olve the pro-
blems? Particularly, I wa.,t to tell 
the Communist Party and the 80clallft 
Party let them not commit the aame 
miltakes which were COMmitted in 
Europe which rMulted ill tbe rl ... 
of Fucllm and Hitler In EuI'OJl'!. 
That was mainly dUe to the 
bad tactics followed by the Com-
munist Party end the eoel.l dalo-
cracleo In I!lurope. They are .,ow 
doirJ, the s&me thin, here. The t8eties 
of the Communlft Party and the 
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Socialist Party would have been 
justified if they had a reasonable 
chance or even half a reasonable 
chance of capturing power in this 
country, which now they do not have. 
They want to have a short-cut to 
power by isurrection. As Dr. Ambed-
kar has told uS,-in his thoughts on 
Pakistan-th ... t is a country where the 
people have the right for insurrection. 
But we are a free country, lawfu:..ty 
constituted with a written Consti-
tution. So, we have no right for in-
surrection. Hon. Members must re-
member that what they are saying 18 
not merely against the Congress Gov-
ernment. By their statements they 
are trying to insult. the large majority 
of people who have brought this Gov-
ernment to power. People who have 
no sympathy for this Government must 
bear this in mind. Unfortunately, 
the Communist Party is split up into 
two, the Left and the Right. I have 
sympathy for the Rightists because 
they believe in the integrity of the 
country. Now comrade Dange thinks 
that the other section is going ahead 
and he is left behina; so, he should 
also do something to catch up with 
them. So, he is trying to compete 
with them in criticising Government. 

Now, comming to ttle food problem, 
the booklet circulated by the Ministry 
of Food and Agriculture is highly edu-
cative and informative. It is a balan-
ced appreciation of various factors. 
It has taken into consideration the 
variations in consumer preference. 
and patterns, rise in population, more 
and more people coming to urban 
areas, monetary and fiscal policies and 
other factors. I am sure every mem-
ber of this HoUSe will arrive at the 
same conclusions about these factors. 
For instance, it is a fact that people in 
the villeges are consuming a little 
more food than they were consuming 
earlier. Tben, more and more people 
are coming to the urban areas. Then, 
there is rise in money supply, which 
io an important factor, during the 
period 1961--64. Another factor is, 
despite the increase in production, 
market arrival. or the marketable 

surplus has not increased proportion-
ately. 

Sometimes hon. Members of the 
other side, occasionally this side also, 
give the impression as if the shortale 
is created by stock-building and hoard-
ing and the Government has not been 
able to do anything. That is not the 
position. When we go through this 
booklet we find there is not merely 
stock-building and hoarding but 
urbanisation and growth in popula-
tion. I do not mean to say that the 
Government has done everythinl pos-
sible; may be there are some mis-
takes. But I do say that it is an up-
hill task and the Government has a 
claim to the sympathy of every section 
of the House. 

The other day I was in Bombay 
and I was standing near the Gateway 
of India. I saw ten to fifteen ships 
ladden with food walting to be un-
loaded. Why? Because the dock 
workers are on strike. Is this the 
way we can solve the food problem? 
Now, BhaTat band and strikes, will 
they solve the problem or make the 
problem worse? That is the point 
which we have to consUjer. I have 
eVery sympathy for the dock workers. 
It is good that the contract system 
has been abolished and the depart-
ment has taken Over the work. We 
have to see that the workmen or the 
labour are given a fair deal. But I 
wish there is some compulsion in the 
matter; perhaPs Nandaji could do it; 
hereafter, there should be no strikes 
for some period. The tripartite con-
ference has llICCepted this. Despite 
that agreement, the workers are 
violating it. I feel there should be 
a law whereby strike is banned in 
the country for some time. The other 
day there was a strike in the Civil 
Aviation Department; because one 
particular individual case was not 
settled, there was a twelve-hour 
strike. I do not think democracy will 
survive in this country if we allow 
these tactics to continue. We must 
put a stop to them. 

Accordin, to the figures liven here, 
two ships of 10,000 tons each are 
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tons each are cOming to our ports 
each day. Maharashtra is the worst 
affected State. So far as the city of 
Bombay is concerned, the Govern-
ment of India is feeding the whole 
city. The Government of India have 
allotted 1,15.000 tons for Maharashtra. 
Gujarat, another worse-effected area, 
has been given 60,000 tons. Uttar 
Pradesh, including KABAL, has been 
gIven 1,05,000 tons; Bihar has been 
supplied 50,000 tons. So also other 
States. What more can the Govern-
ment of India do? They are supply-
ing the internally procured and im-
ported foodgrains to all the needy 
States in an equitable manner. 

The difllculty comes in the matter 
of distribution. We have no full-
lIedged rationing as we had during the 
British days. The Central Govern-
ment have their godowns in every 
part of the country fuli stocked. My 
impression is, there is enough of 
stocks but there is some delect in 
distribution. Like other places, in 
Bijapur also there is a Central 
godown. The object of these godowns 
is to release stocks in such a way as 
to control the market price and does 
not allow it to go beyond a particular 
level. But in actual practice the 
stocks are not released in time with 
the result that the very purpose or 
object of stocking foodgralns in the 
godowns and the contrOlling the 
market price is defeated. Because the 
imported or locally procured food-
grains are not transported to the 
lodowns and released in time, the 
local merchants create an artiAcial 
shortage and raise the price to a high 
level, deteating the very object of 
having Central godowns. That is why 
sometimes a bad name is given to the 
State Government by the people. 
But the responsibility of the State is 
greater because they have to arrange 
for distribution. Production and dis-
tribution are primarily the responsi-
bilities of the State Governments. I 
do not mean to say that the Govern-
ment of India has nothing to do with 
it; but it is mainly their responsibility. 

14 hrs. 

There are irrigation schemes, major, 
medium and minor. The Agriculture 
Ministry give loans for minor irriga-
tion sch'emes. One point that hon. 
lady Member, Shrimati Tarkeahwari 
Sinha, made is correct, that is regard-
ing tractors. I wonder why the 
Planning Commission or the Agricul-
ture Ministry do not consider this. 
Even in this House, with due respect 
to the House, nowhere dO we lay 
emphasis on the production and 
manufacture of tractors for agricul-
tural purposes. Hon. Members are 
interested more In the manufacture 
of a people's car. We otten discWII 
about the chellil car, but we never 
give the same importance to the pro-
duction of the most vital necesaity for 
improving agriculture, that is, recla-
mation of land. 

In my district there is one unit at 
four tractors. Two tractors are alwayl 
idle and two tractors are operating 
in the whole district and they too 
not fully. Everywhere there is great 
demand of tractors. Where irri/atioD 
schemes Il1'e operating, if the land 
under their command is not level, the 
tractor cornea into the picture. You 
must provide tractors to the cultiva-
tors 10 that soil management ia done 
and the land is improved. But he 
does not get the tractor. With all 
my inlluence for live or six yean I 
have been trying but I am not able 
to get the tr,actor for the cultivator. 
So, I would appeal to the Food Minia-
ter to see that instead of lmportln, 
wheat under PL-460 we .hould let 
tractors from America because We are 
not in a position to manufacture 
tractors immediately. A tractor i. the 
greatest need and every taluk mUlt 
have a tractor unit. There are some 
firms, or the State Tradin, Corpora-
tion itself might be in eharre at it. 

Then, how i. it that the "Grow 
More Food" campaign i. not letting 
dUe impetus? The other day I heard 
the Maharashtra Chief Kinlner dur-
ing the AlCC debate and, I think, be 
made One very gOOd point. He aid 
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that at the lower level there is no 
enthusiasm. We must create a mass 
movement, just as Vinobaji has creat-
ed the Bhoodan movement. By 
Ministers' roing and making speeches 
for production nothing happens at the 
lower level. At the village, t4luk 
and district level the cultivator has 
no confldence that if he approaches 
the teh.1I or district office he will get 
Justice. So, that kind of movement 
or enthusiasm must be developed and 
every.body must think in thaile terms. 

My hon. colleague, Annasahib 
Shinde, the Parliamentary Secretary, 
is here. He himself is a very ideal 
farmer. I read his note which was 
placed before the Ai;riculture Panel 
of the Planning Commission. His 
suggestions are born out of experi-
ence. I do not agree with Dr. Lohia. 
His approach seems to be that the 
entire concept of planning should be 
done away with. That is not the 
way. We cannot do away with that. 
Planning must be there. Bank 
nationaliaation must be arere, thoUih 
not today. I personally think that we 
should give serious thoUiht to the 
problem of bank nationalisation. Bank 
nationalisation is necessary to bring 
under check unaccounted money. The 
Food Ministry cannot be held res-
pons.ble for it because the Finance 
Ministry com"" into the plctur~. 
Prices can be brought within reach 
only when bank nationalisation takes 
pIace. But, O'f course, we cannot 
hurriedly do these things. 

So. there are two ways to meet the 
situation. One Is to have the foOO-
grains trade entirely on Government 
account. That is not poasible because 
We neililer have the personnel and 
the wherewithal' nor is it desirable. 
If We take over the food grains trade. 
it is not necessary that it may help 
us in lrowina more food; it may 
aftect adversely. So. Government has 
chosen the ,,14 "",di4, neither taking 
over the complete trade nor living 
it to Ihe private sector and allowing 
them to deprive the people of food. 
The ,,14 medI4 is the State Trading 
Colt)Cll'ation whereby we can have a 

a strategic position and see that we 
bring this problem within control 

With these wards I thank the Food 
Minister for brincing forward this 
motion before the House. 

8hrl Blren Dlltta (Tripura West).: 
Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, we have 
heard for the last two or three days 
arguments for the ceUSe df the present 
situation or condition. Soma course 
of action has also been suggested. I 
should not 11k.e to reiterate all those 
things. But you must agree that all 
of "" have considered at least three 
factors which have led to the present 
condition of deterioration of the food 
situation in India. 

Firslly. nobody now denies the fact 
that although some land reforms have 
been carried, still monopoly in land 
continues in India. Even the Maha-
lanobis Committee Report says clearly 
that a small percenta,e of people 
holds the .biggest amount and the best 
land in India. It is interestinll to 
note. 

Somebody has suuested that the 
peasants should be giVen some fertili-
sers, tractors and some other thinls 
and then agricultural production will 
10 up. But from the records of the 
Government itself it is .een that there 
are some bl, people holding big areas 
of land havina big capacity to employ 
these resources to develop the coun-
try. But how is it that .till this 
money, these resources of the .big 
people are not employed, practically 
in this fteld? 

It is also agreed by everyone In 
this House and outside that there is 
some black money in India. If these 
big landholders are searched, you wiIl 
find that they hold black money a8 
well and they have their deposits In 
banks also. There Is a ,ood deal of 
land holding In their possession, 
violating the Land Reforms Acts. 
They have black money in their pos-
sC'asion. They have their money in 
the ·banks. They are operatin, in for-
ward tradln, IlDd they are also help-
inr in boardln, and. all thOle thlnp. 
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One thing that I would like to state 
here clearly is this. Everybody IS 
now very eager to h'elp the agricul-
turists. Why are these big people not 
intereslOed in developing agriculture 
and getting their maximum profit as 
they may have from other fields? In 
India it is traditionally seen that whO-
ever holds land or capital wants the 
peasantry to remain in a very back-
ward state and to exploit their cheap 
labour for earning a profit which i. 
not less than their investment in any 
industry or trade. That is why the 
majority of the people in this field 
are suffering. I would not like to 
state their condition because the Gov-
ernment itself agree that the condi-
tion of the mass of people in India, 
specially in the village areas, is at 
the lowest rung of the standard of 
living. Our people are living sub-
standard, even below the standard of 
Pakistan. 

If the Government is really eacer 
to develop OUr agriculture, they are 
bound to have a look into the real 
thing as well. They are thinking of 
taking some measures. All over the 
country people are also thinking a. 
to why even at this stage Government 
has not become courageous enough to 
take the real steps which even they 
th'emselves think are correct. Here 
is the question of taking over the 
black money. some proper measures 
must be taken to collect this black 
money. At least, there must be sOme 
control oV'er this money. You know 
it and still you allow it to operate in 
OUr economy in such a manner which 
I. creating hunger and such conditions 
which lelld to all these fOOd move-
ments all over the country. You 
know it but you only blame us. We 
are no! creating all these conditions. 
I! seema to me that the present Gov-
ernment is not ea,er to create normal 
conditions. It tries to solve some 
problems in some way but It does .~I 
take the coura,e to take the corr""t 
.teps which Is needed. Here i. the 
basic quest!olll: Why don't you take 
cour8le to natioDaliae the banb, In 
ord»r to control the black money 
which is operatinC In our economy, 

the Country 
to control the forward trading and to 
seize all those hoarded food stocks? 
By proposln~ to take some half-way 
measures, you cannot get over this 
situation. It will neither help tlte 
Government nOr the people. It will 
only create a more serious situation 
which will lead to more complications. 

N ow, there is a proposal that there 
will be State trading. How will the 
State trading operate if you allow 
thOSe p.>ople who are hoarding the 
existing fOOd stocks in our country to 
run their own business? Every effort 
of the Government will be hindered 
by them because they know that they 
are known to the Government and 
they know that the Government i" 
willing to check them but it i. unable 
to check them. From the be,inning, 
they will create SUCh a situation that 
all the attempt. of the Government 
to procure food for State tradin, will 
be defeated. The whole purpose of 
the Government will be defeated. 

At the same time, you are seeing 
peaceful movements in OUr countri 
and you will see them further. The 
Government is against those people 
who are in defence of the maues in 
trying to create peaceful movements 
to draw the attention of the Govern-
ment to the present crisis. They are 
taking action !liainst all those people 
who are tryinC to create a puceful 
agitation for drawing the attention of. 
the Government to the present crisiJ 
and asking them to take some con-
crete steps. Even in this Rouse, there 
are some M.Ps. who, while speakln, 
these things, are hidin, the real CUl-
prits, these black-marketeers, black 
money holders, manipulators and 
speculators. They are not telling the 
real truth that th'ese people are really 
responsible for the creation of the 
present fOOd crisis in the country. It 
the food debate in thl. House whlcb 
has been there for the last two or 
three days doe. not come to a con-
clusion which will help us In control-
ling the black money and other forces 
then I think all this effort w1l1 be 
foiled and the Government wlll have 
to face the people In the .treeta." 
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[sr.rl Biren Dutta] 
Then, I refer to one or two incident3 

that have happened in my State. In 
Tripura, you know, more than 50 per 
cent of the food is subsidised from the 
Centre. Although you take steps with 
good intentions, I will tell you how 
they are foiled. In Tripura, food is 
subsidised from the Contre. There 
are two routes. The food carried by 
both the routes takes the same time 
and costs the same amount of money. 
There are two grouPs of businessmen 
who are fighting for carrying this rice. 
Today, more than 50 per cent of the 
food is carried through Pakishan and, 
as you know, from time to time this 
system fails for no reason from ,ur 
side and there are many losses in 
the transit. I will request the Minis-
ter to enquire into this. 

The Minister of RehabllllaUon (Sbrl 
TyaJ\) : 1 could not exactly follow 
the hon. Member. Does the hon. 
Member mean that 50 per cent of food 
supplied by the Central Government 
comes through Pakistan? 

Shrl Blren Dutla: Yes; it comes 
through Pakistan. The loss in tran.;lt 
is always higher there which can 
neither be investigated nor checked. 
If it is carried thouell the Indian rail-
ways, it takes the same time and costs 
the same amount and there is less 
loss in transit. Thousands a! maund. 
of rice are sold in Pakistan in black 
market which cannot be checked. 

I now come to another point. Ther~ 
nre ration shops in Calcutta and In 
many other places. You know the 
people arc allowed to purchase ration 
for a week. The poor peo»le do not 
have money to purchaSe the whole 
week's ration. So, these ratiun cardb 
are utilised by some other agents wr.o 
collect this rice and bring it to the 
black market. The system of supply-
ing ration daily is not there. In v,,~y 
many plaees, it is not done. All th13 
rice again goes to the black market 
and all those people who create thae 
conditions are not apprehended and 
punished. 

Sbrl TyaJ\: You must resort to 
daily supply and not weekly supply? 

Sbrl Blren Dutta: Yes. The poor 
people can purchase daily ration. But 
you are forcing them to purc!lase the 
ration for the whole week ill a day. 
Th'ey cannot do that. So, their ration 
cards are utilised by some other peo-
ple and they sell it in the blacle 
market. 

Sbd Daaaratha Deb (Tripura East): 
At least, make it twice a week. 

Shri Bire. Dutla: I would .. gain 
plead with the Government tnat they 
must make up their mind to take 
action against the people wha have 
,black money and who haw, hoarded 
the fOOd stocks. The Government Dluat 
go in for the nationalisatioll of banks. 
They must take courage to punlsn 
thOSe guilty persons who are playlllJ 
with the lives al the poor mas""s. They 
should not close their eyes to the peo-
ple who are really willing to 1.1elp the 
Government in apprehendi.,g the 
guilty persons and bringing 
out the black money and the hoarded 
stocks. ThIs would help the Gov-
ernment in meeting the present crisis 
in a short period. With these words, 
I conclude. 

-ft r~ tq ('lror~) : ~
~ ~, III IIllf ~ br iIr 
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m fiI><AT ~ ~ f~ t ~ 
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fit; ~ flrIflr 'riT ~ rn mIT ~ 
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Motion re: 

m!l"lirtT ~ ~ ,lIT ~T'ft...t ~ ~ ,,(~\"\~ Ilf'l' r~~ r~~ii'~ 1;~ ~ 
~ Wf'l" ~ ~ ~ ~ ~, ~ ffifit(f 'l>W a flI; ~ Wf'fi tref(!lfT 
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"The implementation of these 
measures from time to time has 
revealed certain gaps which are 
exploited to their advantage by 
unscrupulous elements of the so-
ciety, to whatever class they may 
belong. The forms that their 
anti-social activities take are 
trading malpractices, concealment 
and cornering of stocks, hoarding 
or withholding of stocks from 
sale) sudden rise in prices with~ 
out justification, and clandestine 
sales at prices higher than the 
prescribed maximum prices. In ad-
di tion, some of them resort to 
black-marketing of supplies ob-
tained from a few fair price 
shops at lower than market price 
or of wheat products obtained 
from roller flour mills at con-
trolled rates. Rice mUl. have 
been known to indulge In various 
malpractices sometimes in collu-
sion with the producers. Traders 
and millers have offered resla-
tance to the system of regulations 
that bave been sought to be en-
forced in recent month.. The 
system of procurement being fol-
lowed hitherto has been giving 
rise to diftlculties." 

~ ~ q<r.ft qyft;rlft ~ ~
~ 'Ii1: ~ ~ ~ ~-; .. ~ ~ ~ 'Ii1: 
'!ii~ m 'm ~ ~~<rT t I 

Shrl nap: I think that shows that 
Government are vigilant enough. 
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Motion re: SEPl'EMBER 9, 1964 Food Situation in 
the Countrv 

[o.fr ~'1 '~:rlI fq~] 
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~ I 

'rf'lf ,!m: ~ ~ 'R ~~ ~ it <r.! 
~ ~ If,t .ro §t or;r <r.! Ii<fi <t'r 'R"l 
~t <it d. ~ ~ ttn:, ~~ q fWrT 
~f~rrit I ~<t'r .. n:qo:~~<'flTTl:fT 
If7fT fiI; ~ WI'fT 'Ijf'lf ~ ~,y I ~ 
'.!m: ~ ~ ~ f3['Jf, ""'" ~ <fT it ~ lift 
~~1 ~,~o;r>tflll"<fllf,t~ 'ITT 
~~~~ w.r ;re,mlf,t 
U<f~~~fiI;~~1ff'lf~~ 
~ 'R 'If'BlJT .mr ~m~, 'If'BlJT ~ 
~'Q'T'If~~fiI;lfr~w~ 
ifl It 'Q'T'I1I;'t ~A;'Q'T'lI'~i!ii 

~~ 1952 ~ or;r~ ~if ~ 
~~ ~'R~om:T<'flTTl:fTfiI;lfQ 

'lflftm 'JIT t~ §o: ~ ~ ~~. ~ 
~ ~~ ;pr ~ <R m "fT ~~ ~, 
t~~ 'Ii1~~~,y I ~if 
~ 'Ii1~ ~mrrlfTl 
fil;r.m~~~ ~~(ft~ 

"'<f '\~ q lI"'f~.m:m~ 
"'<f ~ m~ ~ 'l'~ ~ oro<.! 
ftqr f~~ t~~~~~ 
~tTT fiI; 'IlfT ~'q ~ ~ t 
"'" 'Ii1 ~ ~ ~ ~ fum If7fT ? 
~~H~~~~~ <ft ~ if~ 
f~~~ 1IIm<fT~fiI;~~~~ 
~'h: ~ U<r o;r;r f<f;~ 1.!l'(r f<mi ~ 
~;:rii ~ I ~ <'Ii ~!if:r ~ f~ ~T 
'i~ "{~ ~ f~ .. r<f.t i-Il'{t ~ ~ 
~~~ ~f~~ ..... 

11ft ~IflITT: ~m ~ 'If<! mo: I 

11ft ~ ~: 'Q'TO[ <lfTlft it 'lrT 
>ifr ~!if{t~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
tiitfil;;r~~f~f~~ 

~fiI;~ <II't ~~~~"t!~ U<'! 
~.m:!l"Iflf ~~~T ~ ~ 
~ 'fTf~ I o;r1ft' orT U<'! ~ 'n'tfi 
<'flT~~..m~~~~>fItl' 
;:rii!ft, 

t~'Iit ~ q ~ ~ ~ <'flTm If7fT 
f~~~~O['If"tlf~'IfTf~~ 
~ I ~ lfIRf ~ 1ft' m~ it 1fT .m: 
ftif'ITT ~f~it .mAA'Ift' ~ 
~~t~ m ""fiI;lfrlfTl 
'Q'Ti'f tm-r ~ lfiiIt\' it ~ 
O:~~lfIRf ~~~Tf1' 
"W'frn~~~~ 1fT I 
~ o:~ ffi m>n" fiI;1rr 1fT r.mit 
f'lr ~ ~ ~ Iri\' off I ~ m f«Tt 
'Ii oft ortfil; 'tm~ ~ ~o: lifT I ;J1l' 
lfIR'I' ~ rft<'f ~ ~ tTT€\" f1!mr ~ :--

"'tm~ m.r ~ ffi'1T, ~ 
~~t~ I"~ ~if ;rr:' 

if 'l'frm? ~~ <fT~ ~ 
~T 't!lfuT 1fTlI'lf ~ ~T 'Ii 
.m: I'Tnr "'"' '!f~ ~ If7fT I '"'31 
~~ .m:t~ mit ~ 
'Ilfi ~ I 
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\~ ""'": ~ <rPit ;rrff ~ ~ 
.n 'IiT<m ~ ? ~ 'i'f'ft ifrn ~ ~ I 

0Jft ~me:: m1ft .~ ~ 
ftm ;;ft it; flron it ~ ~ ~ "(m~ ~ 
1rfu it~ f~ it ~ lIT'f ~ o;m: W11: ~ 
~ 'mil" <rT ~ q;r ~r ,,<IN\" ifrn 
~ iI"~ 'Ii<: ~'IT I It <IN\" ifrn ~ 
-~ ~'IT I ~~ WIT Wf{lf ~'IT 
f.l; ~Of "(~ ~ it; om: \'f'll 'Ii<: m 
~ 'Ii<: it; mol" ~ lrf<r ~ iii 
~ it ;;IT f~ro~ '1fT lffifT '!ilf 'Ii<: it ~, 
<mf,"~~ ~i'f'!i" ~m~~
omT it ;;rTwr ~,;;ftf~<f ~ m ~ 

-<Ai ~ fifowfr itT ~r ~ ilTff .,;fuf, 
'mrot itT 'IT~ l'f'IT ~,!9 'It.\' m 
'iIT<'fT ~ o;m: ~ it ~ it: lrf<r 
:fumf.rlft ~~ mrt ~ ~ I ~ 63 
-it wr-ft ~R it 1A ~T m~ ~ it 
;q:it ";T ~ ~ ~ fit; ~ 'Im:1fIf lIM:-
ifh ~ iI'IT ~ ~ ~ im 
·~~fit;m ~~<'ITif 'Ii<:~~fif; 
• {If 'Im:~ lIM:~t~~ mm '"'IT l ~ 
t. 'IiRJf"« '!il ~ 'lilt' 'fiTIm ~~ 
iIT<'fT ~ ~ I ~ 'Q~"qit m ~ 
iflmnr '1ft 'IIT'f'ft !f;l1A 'R-ft ~ I 
"lIIiI'~~'qT ~ ~iIi~...r.t 

-iIT<'fT 'Itt l 1 

~~mit ~~m
'ftfi117f iii 'ITlf q-{, ~ iii 'ITlf q-{ 

-.rr ~9' ~ q-{ f.I;1rr 't1fT ~ ~ ~ 
ititn '!'1 m ~ ~ m i.'rT1lt mT 
1R w.!T~, ~1flI; it ~ ~ 
~f1rrn~~ I ~~it,~ 
.{t ~,fiImr~~ m~~ 
.m,.; ~ m m-r.r it ~ t.fi 
Jt~""~~it ~~ 
~1 ~~ m wfu:t ~~ 
~m 1f1:mr~ilrfiI>;f ~ttit 

-l1fI1ft ofT ~ lfTlm !l!;>,n- ~ ~ m 
:t82(Ai) LSD-7 .. 

the Count7'1/ 

It m~ ~o;m:lm ~ 'il: 
~ W ~ I ~ if; 'ITlf 'fI: '{;lro 
~im f<m 't1fT 'fR 'fo!; m f~ 'T q-
~ ~ ;;it ~ ~ mro~ f<m 'l1IT 
'IT fif; 4 0 ~ i'f'!i" ~ ;fl( 'flIT W'r wrr1: 
""it m ~~, ;fl( 'flIT ~ Mz-<'I.rz-
""Of <ni't ~ ~ ~ ~ 1fT 'Q"<f;fr 
~ 'fI: lim- ~itT~ I q;r W~T 
~ ~? ~ iii :r.rUif; ~ w"{t 

~ ~ ~ a "" ~ .fi'R"{t 
'mf<'I~ 'Ii'l"~ ~~~ 
'1fT if'Iift ~T ~ I q;r 1!Tli'f 'It.\' ~ 
~ .rOf iii ~ it 'Im~, 1!Tli'f'ltt 
<m ~ ~ ~ fiIT~ iii ~ ..rot 
~lfI;¢~~~<m~~ 
'lIT iA'IT iln ~ ~ rofiI; ~ iii ~ 
ijo ~ if'IT ~~ I m ~ Ofr. ~ 
~.,.n it f~ "" ~ 'IfRt .rm 
~ ~ 11ft ~!fit crT q;r \I;~ ~ it 
~ ~ ~ 'fI: iI'ITit ~ m 11'1> 
~~? ;;rrf~afif;~ '1ft 
~ l~ iii f~ W\;ft -m.rr _ .. 

Shri Sbeo Narala (Bansl): On a 
point ·of order. 11ft iI~ fq 
Of ~ 1!'If 111fT 11ft '{'\'r 
'lIT 'ITlf ftoflfI fit; <m ~ it ~- (('Ii """ 
~f~iJ)ltm ~~ flI; 
~~ ~ <mr 'I11f1I, W ~ ~ ? ~ 
mml'!'lTit~ ~~~~~ 
'Il'f iii ~ .rn """"" ~ I 

Sbri Oakar Lal Berwa: No point of 
order. 

Shri Sheo NaraiD: Why not! 

Shri U. M. TrIvett (Mandlaur): 
On a point of order. When a speech 
is going on, any point of order must 
be on a po;,.t that has been raJaed by 
the speaker and not for the purpose 
of taking up cudgel. on behalf of • 
political. perlOnallly. There Is no 
point of order. He is disturbing -the 
bon. Member. 
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Motion re: 

[>:it <r<n:I;r hf~] 
~~tt ifi"1ft~ I 'l1:'<!~oft;;rif; 
mIT *t <r1:'li ~ 'oft IFf *t ifi"1lT ~'!!. 
~iit'~ I ~'f':m,fm mlfRf 
'!it 1fT ~ ~~ flr.rf;r~ it '!itf 
1furr;fi 'I'((T ~ { 'If'" ~ 1f~1fTt' 
'li"T ..nt "Ia<: 'R '11: 'I'~ ~ I 

'IlfT ~ij' ~ *t ~ '!!: 
~ 'H " fit; ~ ),,'l'TI; iI; '" 
it ifi"lft tR I mryIij"'Ii"" ri it 
ifi"lft 'I';fI' .phf'r, crt ~ ~~1!1 I 
~~;#\~~'I't\' 

'Ii"l:~m:~~~~~ 
~ I ~ 'In' ~ iii\' ~, .n fit; 
"In! ~ ~ tA 
~ .. -IT itr m it ;;r;rnr ~ ~ 

~Ilf 'li"T1i'r H <'il' vft f1I; ~ ~
"""'"it~~m:'RiI;f~ 
.~~itfit;~f~'H 

)1'1'1'l, 'I't\' ~ m~ mW ~ 'Iff 
~ ~ III o;mrr '1ft "IT ~ i, 
~.<mr~'I1:"'~ 
~ ;;nft;f 'Iff ~ '1ft ~ '1ft, 
~ ~ Itt ~ *t IfRr 'Iff, 
mit ~. "I11fr ~/~ ffi I ~ 
111m! rn tf fit; '3'l 'Ift~" 
~-ftornr '!it ~ o;f\~ ~ ~ m 
IIfmT rn ~ fit; m • ~
~ ~ m m,~ it ~ 'I't\' 
f'li" ~ ~ ,!!~rwm: ~ riiT I 

'11:"! "loft 'R 'l>i ~ lIfT ~ I11Ir 
'IT fit; at"!' ~ if ~ lflt ~ 
ohr ~ tit I ~ ij'~ it 1IJ3ljDm 
'I>l '{\'I'11IT 'TlfT I ~ iI; ~ ~ 
~ 1I'lft o/~ fit; ~ mIT lI'm: 

"'~~~~I 
~ mt , ~ it It ~ ~, 
~fiI;;f it ;sr;rrJ'f ~ m: it ~ 
iI;~""'~Wfil;~'I>l~ 

~ ~>\~ ~ iI; 'lilt 

Food Situation in 
the Country 

73 2 

~'ltTmm~ I ~iI~~ 
<'fTRIT ~ m ij'tIlf 'Ifr~ 'I>l ~ 
~~~I~~~<'fTRIT 
~<R~m~fit;~~ 
~ ~ ~ ,,~ ~Jit ~Ift I 

'I>( iIn: crt ~ lI'!iTI: ./or f.rallf'~ 
~ lft ~ .r'IT ~ ~ I "1- ('I' 

~~ ~ ~ '11: IIfTt f'l 
it'lfritilm~~ 

~ fit; iIt ~ iI; ~ ~ ~/~ 
iI; m'f ~.; ~ ~ f.rallf fu->:rr ~ fit; 
~ lIIT'l' iI; fiI;;rrq; "Ifimm 'Ii"T ~ 
~1~~~fit;~'In' 
~'I'""",,'IfTIl;I~~tf 
fit;..nt~'I'f'li"lfT;;rro:1 

.rfil;'!' it/lllT'l' <'Il>i'i ~ ~ ~ ~ 
fit;~~tR<!T'IlfTifi"'{llIIT'l' 
tT~mmmilm~lit~ 
~~~~~~~ 
'Ii"l:'i'lTlit~~~~ 

(81~ 'IT .rfit;'!' ~)\ij'tIlf 'I't\' ~ 
~it~~~~~~ 

~ 
~ itu ~ ~~ fit; 'Ii...-
~;;rif;~mil;'mf~ ~ 

lIIT'l' 9'Il ~, ~ iI; ,~ ~ ~ I 

m!llT'l \'l'Il'r.f 'I' ~/) .. 

~ .... ~ _ (mr) : 
~~~~ ? 

~p~:~~9'Il 
~y/ 

{~ <nmr WItlf if 70 sm 
30 iI; ~ ~ ~~, ~ ~ 
~tTit~ I ~'l1:~i!fffit;lfr 
""'" ~ I 1f((t ..-;m ~ ~ 
18 lIftmr t I W 18 'l1:~ .. 
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20 ~ ~ 30 <rofc <'I'F ;;r;ra-r ~~ 
~ m it; 'l"m ~1 ~ ~ f;;r;r it; 'l"m 
~li9T~~ I~m~~~ 
~ 'ITIf<T I 

itm 1f1 ~ ~ f.I; m <'11 1 ~ 
'l"m l!;fi "'IiR ~1 ~ it?t "fcr ~ i'IW 
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~ it~ ~ 'iii ~ 'I'>( ~ l!;fi "'IiR 

it If;lft ~ ~ I ~ ~ ~ ~ «. \ltfiI;;r 
~ ~ m it i!frt ;f~ 'l'Tf<om1 ~ 
~ I ~ tt 'iii 'lWf "fTf~. 
~ f~ c#flT ~ "fTf~. ~ 'iii 
Ir~ ~ ~ I wn: "fTf~ <11 f;m 
"f'lft;r ~~~~~'Ift 
'3"r.I~~~<n:~"fTf~ I 
lli! ~ ~ "fTf~ f~ ~ ~ <n: lIT 
\it iw "'IiR ~ lIT ~ ~ I 
~ f~ wn: Ifi'tf 'fTft:rn"1 ~ .mr <11 
~ ~, ~ ~ 'Il!T ~ ~ I wn: 
itm~.mr f.I; fui~ it~tm 
Ifrof ~ .00 ~ cr) lli! i5T'!i onff 
~ I ,~f..mlfi'tf~wT;;rr~T 
~ fif; ~ ~ ~ r;FfT ~r.r I!!li't 'iii 
~ m lfmI m'l' 1" '1FIT ~<T. nr ~ 
-a;<n: mr 'f;") <!W'1" 'f@ ~.<T I f<n-.: fifi<f'IT 
i{>l nr ";1 1fT ~T<: 'P:'IT ~'lT I 

€q ",...-art erTi it 
>!Tf~f.I; ~~ 

eft "f"m ~ I or.r <'I'F ~ ~~ 
;:-mr~~~it~~f.!;tI{ 
~~T~~,~mmlR 
~.mr I ~ ~ ~.mr. ~~U'I' 
lR~.mrlnr'!iT~it~ ... , 
~~'IIli'<m"rn~ I~~r 
lli!'!il-{'It~~1~1~<r) 
~~m'fT~ I wn:~'f~fft 
"If ~ 'Il!T 'IT fif; 'P if; ~ it ~<f 
lR m 'iii ~ l[Rn I ~ 'Ifrof ~ 

m'lil~~~<11~it;mit 
1ft~'lilm;m;U1Rr~~ 

flI; fui ~ 11ft rn ~ 'IiT\'OT ~ 
lRrn1lft;mf~~~~~ I 
wn: ~ "Ail ~ \it 1ft ~ 1fIi' 
1fT\<f lR rn '1ft ;mf ~ IIIifflI; if 
~tf.l;fm;rfm~~~~ 
Ifit~ ;;rTlf1lli!;o.r1f;T~m 
~~I 

8hrl NambJar: It Is not talking for 
the Government; what we want Is 
food. 

ShrlmatJ layabeD Shah: You will 
r get it.it m w lI'm: ~~tl ~w 

<n: ;r'1<'I'fT ~ om:<rT ~ ~ qycr 
~a-. ~ « cr) ~ I!f.t t flI; 'l'l! 'iT'f 
~f~it~lfi~~~T 'tfrf~ 
~ it 'lIlT rrr m ~ ~ 
rrr I 'iT'f 11ft ~ ~ 91ft 'IT. ~~ 
'f;"T~~~1fTIwn:lfI,1<n:5 ~ 
>rt ~ <11 ;o.r '1ft l[<lIT 11ft f~ 11ft 
fi1;~ft <n: ~ <11 o;rrq' <n: ~ a I 

Sbrl Umanatb (Pudukkottai): 
Food has been made band; so Bharat 
band (lnteTTUption). Ahmedabad 
police firing. 

8brlmatl layaben Sbah: It wu 
"" due to you. friends. fi w it mI1f 
~ rn ~. I' i!tw.f or) ~9 
~ it rrr ~ :erlf.rr<'!r"f 'liT1:~ 
vfil 

Sbrl NambJar: Give U8 food. 

Shrlmatl layaben Shah: 80 per 
cent labourers, I must tell you, were 
at work; 80 per cent students were in 
colleges. ~m 'flff 'IT flI; of 'f;"T1I" <n: 
~ 1fTit1~m~~ ~ 
"" ~ -rT I 
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~'tiTm~~~I~ 
srr.r m<rT fiR;r<:m t fit; ~ ~ 'tiT 
ofmn: iffT.:{ m ~11'~ lf~t ~ 'W<'TT 
~fit;~.n~'I\T~~w.rr 
'Il I ~ ~ 'I>{ifT • i fit; con;r it; 
m>ml.n~~~~ton 
~m~ofm$:~ 
~~ on: <'PIT ton ~~ I qm: 
~~~#~if'FlI'tn1R~ 
m;;ftm1!rof~iirW'l'm 

t m W'I' ~ ~ ~ 'fh: 'IfroJ 
~~~""~I 

.- Shrl Sezhlyan (Perambalur): Mr. 
Deputy-Speaker, I thank you for 
giving me this opportunity to take 
part in this debate. It i. the inea-
capable duty of a modem Govern-
ment to provide adequate food to its 
citizen. at reasonable prices within 
their reach. But in this fundamen-
tal task, our Government has failed 
-failed miserably-in this basic 
human endeavour. After 17 years of 
rul<>--1 can say continued misrule-
after a decade of planning, still the 
food problem remains unsolved. There 
have been ministerial changes, there 
have been committees and reports, 
there has been planning with the aim 
"to achieve self-sufficiency in food-
grains". But after all these grand 
things, still we have not reached any 
langible end. If we look into the 
figures, we find that planning has been 
done on a grand and elaborate scale. 
The first Plan provided 25 per cent 
of its allocation-Rs. 529 crores, the 
second Plan provided 20 per cent-
Rs. 950 crores and the third Plan 23 
per cent-Rs. 1,738 crores. These 
amounts are not small The tar.get 
fixed for the end of the third Plan is 
100 million tons, but I do not think 
it will ever be reached. We are 
miles away from that target figure 
and the Government is still going on 
with this thing. 

r am not against planning, but my 
point I. that planning, though good, 
has not been executed properly. 'nlere 
have been year. of complacency, mil-

management, ill-executlon, weak-
kneed policy and half-hearted mea-
aures in controlling and regulating 
production and distribution of food-
grains. The food cnsw facina the 
country is not a new one. Once lD 
Ave years, we face such a crisis. What 
happens is if there is a crlala, there 
is a burst of energy on the part of 
the Government and its machinery. 
They issue stern warnings. But once 
the crisis is over, they go into stupor 
only to wake up after the next crisis 
hits them hard. 

Government have not been unaware 
Of the price rise lD foodgrains. Even 
in the Third Plan mid-term appraisal 
last year, on page 11, It hal been said: 

"The rise in food article 
price since April 1963 has been 
as much as 12' 7 per cent (up to 
Septem bert 1963). ThiB is a 
matter of con\inuing concern and 
further action may become neces-
sary to arrest this trend." 

So, the Food Minister at that time 
had n'ot been unaware of the rising 
prices. I want to know what has 
been done since then to arrest the 
rising trend of prices. What have 
the Government and the Ministry 
done towards this end? Though 1 
cannot put the blame on the present 
Food Minister, still this Government 
has been there. For 17 long years; they 
had their uninterrupted regime in 
this country. All the planning has 
been done. But still they have faU-
ed miserably to provide food for the 
country in an adequate manner and 
within the easy reach of the public. 

Now we are hearing trom the 
Minister that the price level will be 
controlled and that the worst I. over. 
But the IIgure. do not seem to con-
firm what he saY"'. The prices are 
continuing to rise. In September, 
1983, the wholesale index price of 
food was 139'1; in May, 1964, it was 
140'3 and in the middle of August, it 
has now reached an an high figure of 
165,1. J do not know how he seems to 
say that it has come to a stage where 
we can heave a silh of relief. To 
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quote what an ex-Food Minister him-
self said: "the prices have now be-
come runaway", They have been 
left uncontrolled and they continue to 
rise. This is a thing which should 
have been controlled much earlier 
by the Government. This should 
have been anticipated by the Govern-
ment and actual steps taken to bring 
down the prices. 

There may be many causes for this 
increase in the prices of food arti-
cles. One thing said, of course, is 
that there is not a very good produc-
tion of foodgrains. Though they 
have set a target of 100 million tona 
in the Third Plan, in the !\rat three 
years of the Third Plan the production 
has been stagnant. Food production 
has not advanced any further in these 
years as they have plannet!. In 1961-
62 it was 80 million tons, in 1962-63 
it fell to 77 'million tons and in 1963-
64 it has been estimated to be 78 
million tons. As per calculations in 
accordance with the target put in the 
Third Plan the production this year 
should have been 92 million tons. 
Not only w,~ are milcs away from 
that, but actually the production is 
going down year by year. This may 
be attributed to the vagaries of wea-
ther. But ill planning agricultural 
production these things also should 
have been taken into consideration, 
and in a va:!t continent like Indin if 
there is a fBllure of crop at one place 
there is a bumper crop at . another 
plaee to off-set the deficit made In one 
region. Some how or other the tar-
gets fixed have never been reached, 
and that may be one cause fOr this In-
crease in prices. 

There Is also the explosive popula-
tion growth which has also contri-
buted in no small measure to the 
increased d"mand of foodgrains. The 
population growth has been very ex-
plosive. It is increasing from decade 
to decade in a very alarming manner. 
In 1911 it was only 5'89 per cent over 
1901, but from 1921 to 1931 the in-
crease was 11 per cent. From 1951 to 
1961 It has gone up to 21'49 per cent. 

It is noW estimated to have reached 
25 per cen t. This annual increase of 
2.4 or 2'5 per cent has to be taken into 
consideration. Even if you want to 
keep up the average per capita con-
sumption at the same level you have 
to increase the food production by 2.5 
per cent every year in consonance with 
the increase in the population. But 
because the production has been stag-
nant in the last three years-1961, 
1962 and 1963-the average p'" capita 
consumption has actually fallen.. In 
1961 it was 16.3 ounces, in 1962 it was 
16.1 ounces and in 1963 it fen to 15.4 
ounces. 

There is also a third factor where 
due to extravagant spending on the 
part of the Government in various 
non-yielding and non-profitable pro-
jects they have also contributed to in-
ftationary tendencies. As against a 
riee of 30.2 per cent in national in-
come in 1963-64 over 1955-56. the in-
creBse in money supply was of the 
<lrder of 69'1 per cent. Taking for 
granted that the velocity of money 
fiow being the same there is bound to 
be an increase all round in prices and 
the prices of food grains have also 
b"'n affected to that extent. 

Granting all these things. that there 
has been less production. that there 
has been growth in the population 
and th.:!re has been inflation. still the 
cause of the present rise in prices 
seems to be due to other factors. other 
forces that are working in the dis-
tribution channel. One thing which 
w~ have to see here is that not all the 
production in the country goes to 
the market and that not all the quan-
tity that goes to the market goes te> 
the consumers directly. If you t.lke 
the total production of rice. wheat, 
jowar or gram, all that Is produced in 
the country does not go to the mar-
ket and only a very small fraction of 
the total production comes to the 
market. In 1962-83. according to the 
ligures given by the Government, the 
total arrivals in the market were only 
3.92 per cent of the total production 
in respect of rice. l' 80 per cent In the 
ca.e of jower. 3'50 per cent in res-
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pect of wheaL and 3.27 per cent of 
gram. Only 3.92 per cent of the total 
rice produchon came to . the open 
market for sale. What I want to im-
press on this House is that when 
there is a fall or rise in production 
actually the price trends are control-
led not by production but by these 
arrivals in the market. These arrivals 
in the market are being controlled 
by wholesale traders and by big 
landlords. These are the persons 
who control the inftow of food-
grains into the market. They 
also control the prices. All these 
years it has been possible for the big 
landlords to get credit and to retain 
a signiftcant proportion of the pro-
duce with them awaiting a better 
turn in the prices. The wholesale 
trader in his turn takes these food-
g",in. to the market not to sell them 
but to hoard them on a speculative 
ba.is to get higiher prices at a later 
date. This has also been proved by 
the arri""l ligures that though thero 
has been, in some areas, especially 
Andhra and other areas, an increase 
in production, there hos not been a 
significant corresponding increase in 
the supply in the market. Though 
there has been a higher production 
in some years there has been actually 
a fall in the supply to the market 
because the arrivals are beinl con-
trolled by big landlords and whOle-
sale traders. They have got a gru p 
on the market which has not yet, 
been broken by the Government. 
They might have tried to break it, 
but I have my own doubt. about it, 
because these big landlords and 
wholesale traders have been getting 
the backing Of the ruling party and 
through the ruling party they have 
been able to have a IIrm grip on the 
governmental machinery so that it 
will not take any stern action against 
them in an efficient way. 

Therefore, if there is to be equi-
ta'>le distribution. the Government 
should haVe complete control over 
distribution. absolute control over 
the distribution of all that is produc-
ed. Private manal/ement in the mat-

ter of foodgrains trading has failed 
the country in the crucial hours. Ina-
tead of allowing the country to face 
another crisis the Government has 
done well in coming forward and 
creating this Corporation. But simply 
creating a Corporation may not give 
the desired results. The other dey. 
one of the Congress Members. coming 
from Barsi constituency. I think, .aid 
50 per cent of the government offi-
cials are corrupt. ProbablY. belong-
ing to the ruling party. he knows it 
better than I do Bnd Ihat shOUld be 
true unless we haVe a clean and 
efficient administration in charge of 
these things this Corpora tion may 
also go the same way BS the other 
corrupt and inefficient organlsatio~s. 

There has been a wrong notion 
that the rise in prices of foodgrain. i. 
a help to the farmers. The Food Mini-
ster also, in his Press Conference In 
Delhi on 25-8-1964 said:-it has been 
reported in the Hindustan Time. of 
26-8-1964: 

"He further saia that 70 per 
cent of the population in India 
were rural anJi were mainly the 
producers of foodgrnlns. They 
were, therefore. unanected by the 
high prices." 

But I beg to di1!er from him on thill 
point. The rise in the prices of food-
grain. is not going .to help the far-
mers. It may be that In the IIrst ins-
tance it falls on the urban Brea. 
but in cou,"e of time it will rebound 
to the rural part also. In thl. con-
nection. I want to place one thing 
before the House. It ltD. been .aid 
by the Planning CmnmlJaion itself. 
when they chalked out the IIrst Five 
Year Plan. in Chapter XI. on the tood 
policy for the Plan: 

"A well-dellned fOOd policy for 
the period of the Plan u an etllen-
tial condition for the sUcceJ"ful 
implementation of the Plan. For 
the large _tions of the commu-
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nity which live near the margo. 
in of subsistence, a certliin mini-
mum supply of foodgrains at re-
asonable prices constitutes the 
rock-bottom of the standard of 
living, a fall in which would be 
seriously detrimental to health 
and effidency. The consequences 
of any untoward development in 
the fOod situation are too obvi-
ous to need stressing. The ex-
perience of the last few years has 
brought out clearly the vulnerA-
bility of the economy on account 
of the inadequate production of 
foodgrains in the country. Food-
grains occuPy a pivotal place in 
the price structure, and if this 
latter has to be safeguarded, as it 
must be, the prices of foodgraina 
must be held stable at levels with-
in the reach of the poorer sec-
tions of the community. Even a 
moderate shortfall in the supply 
of foodgrains is likely. under 
Indian conditions. to raise their 
prices more than proportionately. 
and a rise in food prices lead's 
directly to a rise in the cost of Iiv-
inI and in production costs, all 
round. This does not. of course, 
mean that the producer of food-
grains should not get a reasonable 
return. On economic as weH as 
social grounds. it is vital iliat he 
does. But. the real return that 
he gets does not depend only up-
on the prices he obtains for his 
produce; it depends as mUch up-
On the prices he In turn has to 
pray for what he buys. If an in-
crease in fOOd prices raises these 
latter. be may be no betler of! in 
the end, and may even be worse 
off. In the Jast analysis what 
limits the real income of the pri-
mary producer Is low producti-
vity. To increase this latter, 
what is needed is a programme 
of public investment which will 
give him the water, the power, the 
seeds and iile manures he needs. 
A policy which might raise prices 
"II round and jeopardise the in-
vestment programme itself is, 

therefore, of no ultimate benefit 
to the producer. Food policy tal' 
the Plan has, therefore, to keep 
in mind these wider considera-
tions." 

am quoting this Ilecause a mer ... 
price rise for foodgrains will not 
help the farmer unless you give bim 
cheaper power, diesel oil, fertilizer 
and other things that are conducive 
to increased production. 

In an article on food prices in the 
A.I.C.C. Ec"""",ic Review dated 
25-8-1964 the same point has been 
stressed: 

"In the ulti/l1la te analysis, a 
rapid rise in agricultural prices 
also rebounds adversely on the 
farmers. They stimulate the 
wilole mechaniS'm of specUlation 
with agricultural products as with 
land. The profits flow to an in-
significant group of speculators in 
towns and villages, whereas the 
working farmers reel acutely all 
the negGtive effects for the entire 
economy, which are induced by a 
violent price increase of agricul-
tural produce." 

Therefore, we shOUld not try to stabi-
lize prices at a high level. Whenever 
Government or the Ministers speak of 
stabiii ... tion of prices it looks as 
though they want to stabilize prices at 
a higher level. the level at which they 
are now reigning. But the real 
aim should be to bring down the-
prices to-the earlier level, witCtin the 
easy reach of the ordinary consumer. 
This is a point whicb l'equires all the 
attention of the Government and 
also the Minister. Whenever they 
think of the poor farmer they should 
remember that merely giving un in-
creased price for ~he foodgrains is 
not going to soive the problem; the 
only answer is increased prodUCtiOD 
with the help of governmental co-
operation. and technical and financial 
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assistance; cheaper and timely supply 
of water, power, fertilizer, diesel all 
and better seeds will go a long way 
to help Ibe farmer in producing more. 

For increasing production we have 
got ample resources, human reSources 
which are lying idle in the rural parts. 
At page 50 of the Thiid Plan it has 
been stated: 

"One of the main alms of the 
Plan, therefore, 'is to harness the 
rnan-power resources available in 
rural areas. This is to be achiev-
ed through the programmes of 
development for which the Plan 
provides, supplemented by exten-
sive rural works programmes for 
u tiUsing manpower resources in 
the villages, espeCially for in-
creasing agricultural production." 

Therefore, whenever we Ibink of 
agricultural ,production, we should 
bear in mind the unutilized i4le "",n-
power available in the rural areas. If 
an effective and co-ordinated plsn is 
executed for utilising that manpower 
it will go a long way in increasing 
food production. 

Unless the production is increased 
and unless the products .. re channelis-
ed by effective control on distribution, 
there is no way to reduce the prices. 
U we leave the prices to continue at 
the present level, big landlords and 
Mlolesale traders will speculate and 
am lar.ge ,profits, by-further raising 
the prices. Therefore, immediately 
Government should take stern action 
against speculation and hoarding. 
They should try to disgorge the huge 
hosrded stocks. Then they Ihould 
bave effective control over distribu-
tion. They should also try to curb, 
if not completely elimmate, the bank 
advance. to big landlords and whole-
sale traders against foodgr.:n stooks. 
They should further try to keep the 
prices within the reach of the comm('"l:} 
man. 

Further, Ibere should be <l-~cntrali
sation at the whale plan ,ling MId 
execution. Instead of there bel", 
one monoHthic organisation, there 

should be organisations at each State,. 
district and even taluka headquarters. 
Targets should be fixed for each of 
them and they sohould be asked to 
fulfil those targets. If that is done, 
there will be a better supervlj;ion and 
appreciation of the work done at the 
lower level. If the target is fixed at 
the district level instead of on un all 
India basis, it will assist planning ond 
the working of programmes. 

MaharajkllJlUll' Vljaya Anaada: 
(Visakhapatnam): Mr. Deputy-Spea-
ker, let us first analyse why Ibere has 
been this shortage of food. I would 
like to say that many of our difflcul-
ties ha ve not been really mentioned 
in this House barring mere condem-
nation. Wholesale conde'lllnation has 
been what the Opposition hu been' 
indulging in. They have not taken 
the trouble of looking into the vari-
ous aspects by which the food supply 
can be generated. 

May I mention one thing'? Alth-
ough we are not on a war footing, we 
certainly have to keep alert and all 
Our forces ha ve to be at the extreme' 
frontier areas where food has to be 
taken and in transit some of It usually 
perishes. That cannot be helped in 
the emergency .. t the present time. 

In addition to thil, we have had 
lakhs and lakhs of people coming in 
from Pakistan, making our problem 
still more difllcult. It is easy to oay 
thet the Government has tallea but it 
is not easy to run a government. That 
is what I would like to say. The Food 
Minister baa an unenviable position. 
He has, if I may say '0, played 
magniftcently on a sticky wicket in-
spite of very ho.tile bowling. He 
stood up to it and he can now smile 
and say the food crisis iI over. 

15." hn. 
[MR. SPEAKIlI In the Ch4ir] 

In order to make things look better, 
I think we .hould lay greater em-
phasis on agr!.culture. That ""ould 
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have been really the first item on our 
list of priorities. Our new Prime 
Minister Shastriji, in one of his 
speeches staled that instead of tackl-
ing many projects let Us take a rew 
of them So that we can give our best, 
so that the best results are achieved. 
Now, he has said something that has 
appealed to the W'holecountry. 

Sir, our country has such vast areas 
. of banjar land. In Andhra we call It 

banjar land. I do not know how it is 
called in Hindi, perhaps, 'USar land. 
First of all, what we should do Is, we 
should modernise our agricultural im-
plements in the remote villages. We 
are still adhering to the medie",,1 
way of plougnlng which has to give 
place to mechanical methods. I think, 
when we are getting aid from friendly 
countries, let us ask for more imple-
ments for agriculture. If we are able 
to do that, mo.t our difficulties will 
be solved. 

Furthermore, as my hon. friend, 
Shrimati Shah, who spoke very ably, 
said, we should give attention to 
minor irrigation. I entirely agree 
with what she has said. Minor things 
go a long way in the remote villages, 

. whether these are smal! canal system 
Or nalis as you call them. They are 
neglected. Tanks are not dug up pro-
perly. They are silted and proper 
dredging is necessary. 

Here. I would quote from the 
Mid-term Appraisal of the Plan. It 
says:-

"During the IIrst two years of 
the Plan, 'here has been steady 
expansion In the total agriou'tural 
effort. and it has bc:n a constant 
aim to. . . remove technical 
and administrative weaknesses in 
the execution of agricultural 
programmes. A ereat deal still 
remains to be done to achieve the 

necessary intensillcation of agri-
cultural effort. Unfavourable 
weather conditions had markedlY 
adverse ellect on the volume of 
agricultural production in 1961-
62 and 196Z-63. In 1961-62, 
excessive rains during September-
October allected the output o! 
millets and cotton; later, the cold 
wave in December-January 
caused serious damage to gram 
and other pulses. In 1962-63, rice 
production suffered on account of 
a prolonged drought and inade-
quate winter rains diminshed the 
output of wheat, and other Tabi 
crops. While seasonal factors have, 
no doubt, effected recent produc-
tion levels, it is necessary to r!"-
member that over the past decade 
the general trcnd in the produc-
tion of various crops has been up· 
ward and fluctuations from year 
to year have, on the whole, been 
relatively smaller than in earlier 
years." 

This is the report of the Planning 
Commission. 

Food is such an important thing. I 
remember reading an amusing thing. 
Once the Prime Minister of England 
was talking to a cockney. He asked 
him, "What do you do?". He replied, 
"I go to work; I get the money; I 
buy the food to keep me lit to go to 
work." That was his slogan. I would 
repeat. To the Prime Minister he said, 
"I go to work to get the cash to buy 
the food to keep me fit to go to work." 
So, food being such an es.entlal 
factor, I must congratulate Govern-
ment that under very adverse circwn-
stances and difficulties they haVe tided 
over it. Of course, generally speaking, 
no one would like foreign grain to 
come here now or afterwards. but one 
has to fall back on foreign friends 
because of our difficulties. As I men-
tioned, if we could only bring aU our 
blln;ar land under cultivation. It we 
could intensify that and also see that 
the grain trade is nationalised, we 
would solVe the problem. 
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There has been a lot of talk of 

black-marketing. 1 certainly say that 
there has been black-marketing. Of 
course, there has been hoarding also. 
But thot hoardine can be eliminated 
if Government could ItO into the 
aspect of nationalising this trade 
because that will eliminate all these 
people who are really profiteering in 
the grain market. The best way to 
do this is that Government should 
seriously give this priority in theIr 
programme. 

The trouble has been that cities 
haVe great ,attraction for small 
villagers. They have been coming 
here in lakhs and lakhs to each town. 
That is one of the reasons why the 
cities have had these difficulties. But 
In the remote parts of the country 
there has been peaCe and goodwill. 
But here and outside alSO, because of 
some lack of food grains and because 
the cities are overpopulated this thing 
has been exploited with the result 
that it was' for a political purpose 
that was done. 

The ofHciaI review of the situation 
has been this, namely:-

"The outstanding feature of the 
economy during 1963 and 19M 
has been strong and persistent 
pressure on the price level of 
food grain •. In the foodgrain. price 
economy the factors which have 
influenced the supply and price 
during the last few years are those 
of (a) production, (b) marketable 
surplus, (c) imports, (d) growth 
of population, (.) variations in 
consumer preferences and pat-
terns, (f) increase in purchasing 
power and other monetary factors 
and (g) stock building and hoard-
ing and speculations and the 
trading system." 

This is the Government review, To 
say that the Government have been 
sleeping over things and have been 
unsucce~sful. I think, is B very un· 
kind 801. As I said, it is more political 
than anything else. The hon. Minister 
probably hold. the most unenvlous 

982 ( Ai) LSD-8. 

He Importance 
po,itlOn in the Cabinet. 1 do admire 
the way he has stood up and 'aced 
this. Whenever I have always found 
this. Whenever I have had the ;llea-
sure of meeting him, I have always 
found him smiling. He will do it and 
he is still doing it. He said, "I will 
do it for the rest of my life". 

Sir, I believe in brevity. So, with 
these few words, I would once again 
like to emphasise that the Govern-
ment should give priority to 31fT1-
culture so that every bit of land i:l 
this country is brought under cultiva-
tion. We have a coastline of thouaanus 
of miles. There are areas, like the 
chambal ravine., which could be 
brought under ·cultlvation. By dolnll 
that we would be doing two thlnlll-
firstly, We will have that very good 
areas under cultivation and, secondly, 
we will also get rid of the dacoits 
which infest those areas. So, I think, 
by getting rid of the dacoit. and by 
having more food, we will be a pros-
perous land. 

15,58 bn, 

CALLING ATI'ENTION TO MATTER 
OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPOR-
TANCE 

(ii) Murder of Shri H. N. Sanyal, 
Solicitor-General of India. 
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