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LOK SABHA

Monday, April 25, 1966/Vaisakha 5,
1888 (Saka).

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the
Clock.

[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair]
OBITUARY REFERENCE

Mr. Speaker: I have to inform the
House of the sad demise of Shri
Rajendra Singh in New Delhi on the
22nd April 1966.

Shri Rajendra Singh was a Mem-
ber of the Second Lok Sabha during
the years 1957—462.

We deeply mourn the loss of this
friend. 1 am sure the House will
join me in conveying our condolences
to the bereaved family.

Shri H. N. Mukerjee (Calcutta
Central): Like most of us here, I
was shocked to hear of the news of
the demise oi our friend, Shri
Rajendra Singh. It comes as such a
surprise because he has been taken
away in the prime of his life. It was
quite frequently that in the Central
Hal', and in the Lobbies we would
meet him and he would come and
alk to us. A young, pleasant colle-
ague, he was, whose working in this
House also we had learnt to cherish,
when he was here in the Second Lok

Sabha. I am really stunned to hear
of the news of his sudden passing
away.

I had not the foggiest notion that
he was suffering from any particular
ailment and the news comes to us as
a real, sudden and poignant shock.

I am gure you would convey to the
family of the deceased the feelings of
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very deep sorrow of all sections of the
House at the passing away of our
young friend.

Shri Surendranath Dwivedy (Ken-
drapara): The sudden demise of Shri
Rajendra Singh is such a personal
loss. It is very difficult for me to say
anything about him at this moment.

But while expressing my condo-
lences and sympathies to his family,
I would like one thing to be inquir-
ed into by Government. I was told*
that he was admitted to the hospital
in time, yet what the disease he was

suffering from was not properly
detected and diagnosed, as a result
of which he passed away. He was

suffering from appendicitis and that
burst, leading to his death. Thig is
really tragic, if this had happened. I
would specially like Government to
make an inquiry into this matter.

We are all sorry that we lost such
a valued comrade in the prime of his
life. I am sure the House will con-
vey its condolences to the bereaved
family.
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The Minister of External Affairs
(Shri Swaran Singh): I associate my-
self with the feelings that have been
expressed by you, Mr. Speaker, and
my colleagues opposite in expressing
our sorrow and sense of shock at the
sudden demise of a very lovable
colleague, Shri Rajendra Singh.

He always played a very active
rolc as a Member of this Parliament.
He was a dynamic person with pro-
gressive ideas, and although for
some years he was no longer in Lok
Sabha, most of us had the pleasure of
meeting him in the lobbies and in
the Central Hall, when we noticed
that he continued his interest in pub-
lic affairs, and we, in fact, were hop-
ing that he would be amongst us
after the next general election, but
the cruel hand of death has snatched
him away, and we are all cxtremely
sorry at this sudden shock.

1 myself was greatly grieved to
learn of his having been taken jll
suddenly, and I was making enquiries.
I came to know that he had already
expired.

He was a very gentle person, very
lovable person, and we have all pos-
sible sympathy for his aged father
and his aged mother who have been
personally shocked by the loss of
such a promising young man,

About the other matter that has
been raised by Shri Dwivedy and
my hon. friend opposite, Shri Bagrl,
we will certainly look into it, but the
preliminary information that we have
indicates that the doctors tried to do
the best for him. But we will look
into the particular aspect that has
been mentioned by my friends op-
posite.

The Members then stood in silence
for a short while.

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

Recovery of Missing Persons from
Fazilka Sector

.*.
*1307 Shri Yashpal Singh:
Shri Bagri:
Shri Vishram Prasad:
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Shri Kishen Pattnayak:

Dr. Ram Manobar Lohia:

Shri Karni Singhji:

Shri Hukam Chand
Kachhavaiya:

Shri Bade:

Shri Hem Barua:

Shri Onkar Lal Berwa:

Shri S. L. Verma:

Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad:

Shri S. C. Samanta:

Shri Subodh Hansda:

Shri P. C. Borooah:

Shri M. L. Dwivedi:

Shri Basumatari:

Will the Minister of External Affairs
be pleased to state:

(a) whether about 6 dozen persons
who were found missing from Fazilka
Sector have been recovered from
Pakistan; and

(b) if not, the steps taken by Gov-

ernment to recover those persons
from Pakistan?

The Minister of External Affairs
(Shri Swaran Singh): (a) and (b).
117 Indian mnationals were reported

missing from the Fazilka Sector after
the Scptember India-Pakistan hosti-
lities. 116 of them were repatriated on
23rd December, 1965.

The case of the remaining person
has been taken up with the Pakistan
Government.
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