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12,16 hrs,
OBITUARY REFERENCES

Mr. Speaker: It ;s with a very
heavy heart full of sorrow and grief
that I rise to make a reference to the
sad and sudden demise of Lal Bahadur
Shastri, our late Prime Minister and
the Leader of this House. I have
been here in this Chair for about four
years now and I had the painful duty
of making obituary references to a
very large number of friends and col-
leagues. Unluckily for me and to the
misfortune of this country during the
short spell of two years we have lost
two Prime Ministers. Today I have
stood up to pay my tribute to the de-
parted leader whom we blessed and
offered good wishes during the last
session. Lal Bahadur Shastri had
only eighteen months 1o guide the
destinies of the nation. This he did
with sagacity and wisdom and sincerest
devotion. He had provided an ade-
quate reply to the oft-flourished
query—Who after Nehru? Risen from
the common man, rather the poor
rung of our people, Lal Bahadur
proved to be an uncommon selection
and he provided testimony to the basic
soundness of our Constitution that all
had equal oppartunities and the lowest
could become the highest.

-

Lal Bahadur Shastri had served the
country in various capacities before
he rose to be the Prime Minister In
June, 1964, He was elected to the
Second Lok Sabha in 1957 and was a
sitting Member of the Third Lok
Sabha from the Allahabad Constitu-
ency of Uttar Pradesh. He was Min-
ister of Railways and Transport dur-
ing .the vears 1952 to 1836 and by re-
siuning his office in 1956 on account
of a railway accident, he had shown
how much he was dedicated lo «le-
mocracy and respected the democratic
conventions. After general elections
in 1957 he was again appointed as A
Minister. He served as Minister of
Transport and Communications dur-
ing the years 1957 to 1858, as Minis-
ter of Commerce and' Industry during
the years 1958 to 1961 and as Minister
of Home Affairs during the years to
1981 to 1963. He resigned his ofti :

of Minister in August, 1863 but was
again appointed Minister without
Portfolio in 1964. He passed away
at Tashkent on the 11th January, 1966
soon after completing a misston of
peace to which he was sincerely dc-
dicated.

The eighteen months during which
he held the office of the Prime Min-
ister will go down in the history as a
crucial period for the country. When
Pakistan attacked our country, Lai
Bahadur Shastri proved that we are
dedicated to peace not becBuse of any
weakness but because we consider
Pcace essential for the country and
the world. When occasion arose he
met the situation with firmness and
strong will and echoed the voice of
the people. The cooperation that he
rot from the Armed Forces, from the
people and from every section of
opinion in this House and the coun-
try will stand as a unique example.
When time came he led the country
to fight bravely but once talks of
peace started, he set out in search of
peace with the same zeal. In spite of
bad health he worked for his mission
without any respite and ultimately
sacrificed his life for it. His example
of service for the country will always
be before us to guide us.

As a man he was modest and un-
assuming to the core, large and
magnanimous in spirit and a patient
listener. He had the capacity and
tact to persuade divergent political
views to a consensus.

As the Leader of the House, when-
ever he spokc, he disarmed his ad-
versaries by his gentle, humble but
simultaneously firm and persuasive
arguments.

I have received condolence messages
from 23 countries. The list will be
placed in the Library. 1 need not
read them.

We deeply mourn the loss of Lal
Bahadur Shastri. May his soul rest i
peace, and may the nation have the
strength and unity to shoulder the
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responsibilities. I am sure the House
will join me in conveying our con-
dolences to the ‘bereaved family.
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Shri Ranga (Chittoor): Mr. Speaker,

my leader Rajaji, with what you were
good enough to say and what ‘the
Prinie Minister has said, in offering
our tribute to the dervices of Lal
Bahadur Sahstri. Lal Bahadurji has
set an example to all Members of ‘this
Parliament and particularly to Minis-
ters by, what you rightly referred to,
his resignation as Minister of Rail-
ways when a terrible tragedy hap-
pened to the passengers going in'a
train that was overtaken by the floods.
Thereby, Sir, he made it clear that
in his view, though Ministers may be
changing from Ministry to Ministry
and thereforc need not be experts in
regard to the affairg of their respective
ministries, they are expected to com-
mand the loyalty, discipline, support
and sympathy of the large muasses of
people who man  these varlous
ministries and the departments in-
cluded in those ministries. It by any
chance at any time there are such
mishaps, as had happened on that oc-
casion, which indicate the loss of coh-
tro] of the Ministers over the person-
nel of their ministries, they should
pay the highest penalty and at the
same time show a sense of courage
by resigning immediately and in that
way strengthen democracy. It stands
to his credit that he was the first, and
it is unfortunate that he was also the
last to have rendered such a unique
service to the nascent democracy in
our country.

He was responsible for having set
many such other examples. The very
last one was his achievement at Tash-
kent. As I had said earlier, he laid
down his life at the alter of the
Godess of Peace, peace in the world,
peace in Asia and peace between us
and Pukistan. It is given to very few
people in history to have achieved
such a peace and to have laid down
their lives m such a unique manncr.
He deserves well of our country and
of the present-day world, which is ro
much troubled becguse of conflicts
arisimg from time to time between one
country and another, between one set

Sir, 1 associate myself, our party and of people and another. and also bet-
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LShri Ranga]
ween id ] protagonists. In a
world like this, people like Lal

Bahadur are very rare, and are very
badly needed. It is India’s good
fortune to have given birth to a man
like him cven in these days, in her
true tradition, that has come down to
us from millennia, from the days of
the Buddha down to Mahatma Gandhi.
We all grieve his death; we are alil
poorer by his death. Nevertheless,
this country and the great humanity
in our country are richer for having
seen him and worked with him.

Shri H. N. Mukerjee (Calcutta
Central): Mr. Speaker, Sir, ] asso-
ciate my party and myself with the
sentiments of sorrow which have
fallen from you, the Prime Minister
and Prof. Ranga. We have had a
dismal recess, to which testimony is
furnished by this long obituary list.
We have lost friends and colleagues,
the first among them being Lal
Bahadur Shastri. When I think of
the manner of his death I feel like
saying that it was a lovely way of
dying at the height of one's achieve-
ment, and in a blaze of glory. A qulet
ang self-effacing man, perhaps the
most undramatic of men on the world
political stage, passed away into his-
tory at Tashkent in a moment of high
drama.

We have seen Lal Bahadur Shastri
in this House and outside and the
impression he produced on us from
the very first was that of a good man
and true, whose strength lay in his
quietness and his humility. Some-
thing of his mettle was seen, as you
have sald, when he resigned his office
of Railway Minister. It was an
elevating act, almost an anachronism,
when the normal failing is to try to
stick anyhow to office.

His real mettle came out when he
became Prime Minister. Following
upon Jawaharlal* Nehru was no easy
job, but after a shaky beginning, he
attained a stature, which was the
most enylable.

He was a member of the Servants
of the People Society, founded by the
illustrious Lala Lajpat Raj and he
was a servant of the people in every
sense of the term. He emerged out
of the people and he remained one
with them. Devoid of the hereditary
and other advantages which even to-
day mean a great deal in public life
he showed what -character could
achieve in our country.

During the Indo-Pakistan con-
frontation his character shone at its
best and the world saw the massive
reserves of strength that lay behind
his mild exterior and also his insight
and his understanding. He did not
flinch when it became necessary for
this country to fight, but this House
perhaps will never forget how on one
occasion in this House, in the last
session, for a moment his voice broke
when he referred to the people hav-
ing to suffer deeply. He recovered
himself, but that one moment showed
his humanity. It is difficult also to
forget that a perverse foreign publi-
city agency stooped so low as to make
a monstrous caricature of that great
moment in parliamentary history.

At Tashkent, with the Soviet Prime
Minister’s memorable good offices, Lal
Bahadur Shastri gave along with
President Ayub of Pakistan, a pledge
to peace and good neighbourliness, a
pledge which I am sure a grateful
and sorrowing country will redeem.

This House will never cease to miss
him, and the country will remember
him as one who in his humility and
his quiet strength embodied the qua-
litie described in the Gita as Stitha
Prajna. 1 am sure you will be con-
veying to his family the feelings of
deep sorrow and sympathy on behalf
of all sections of us in this House.

@t 3o wo fkly (wmiT)
wEIH WEE, 1952 ¥ A T AGEL
e ¥ ofcaw # w1 F I QW
e qur ¥ 337 ¥ T F @ AR W
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Shri Surendranath Dwivedy (Ken-
drapara): Mr, Speaker, Sir, Lal
Bahadur Shastri was a selfless man,
devoted to the welfare of the people
of Indiaa. From the humblest
beginni he pied the highest
office in the land, the Prime Minister-
ship of this great country. Cambined
with qualities of statesmanship and
of saintliness he actually won the
hearts of millions of our countrymen
after he became the Prime Minister
of this country. It is not in the exer-
cise of authority but jn the manifesta.
tion of love and affection for the com-
mon people of this country that he
became popular. By simplicity, humi-
lity, and sincerity coupled with cour-
age of conviction and resolute action

he hag made a permanent jmpact on
the political life of :his country.
Where great men have faltered, hesi-
tated and been found wanting, this
small man, this new Prime Minister
of India, at the time of a worst crisis
showed great courage and iron deter-
mination and carried the entire na-
tion with him. This quality of his,
this leadership in administration is
very rare in our country. Although
we in the opposition were hig bitter-
rest critics, we unhesitatingly gave
our support to his leadership for the
defence of the country. We hope and
trust that this democracy, given pro-
per leadership, would thrive and meet
the challenge of any country in the
world.

We will miss him very much in this
House because the like of bhim we
will never get. Lal Bahadur will re-
main in history a great man, a great
administrator, a great Prime Minister.
Millions in the country deeply mourn
his loss. I associate myself and my
party with that grief and offer my
condolences on his degth at this hour.

Shri Tridib Kumar Chaudburi
(Berhampur): Mr. Speaker, Sir, in
Lal Bahadur we had a Prime Minister
for whom the commonest of our coun-
trymen had a feeling of clyseness
which is never to be forgotten. Shri
Asoka Mehta, in one of his references
to Lal Bahadur when he was alive,
expresseq satisfaction that in Lal
Bahadur we had a Prime Minister who
had known hunger. Since he rose
from the ranks of the poor, that itself
gave a feeling of nearness and close-
ness to him in the minds of the com-
mon masses. Great tributes have been
paid to his leadership at a critical
time of this country's history, by all
sections of our countrymen, and
people all over the world, as also to
his quiet humility and to his irm re-
ctitude in wielding the resources and
authority of State. I associate myself
and my group with the sentiments
that have been expressed “by the
Prime Minister and by various sec-
tions of the House.
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[Shri Tridib Kumar Chauduri}

1 'also wish to join with others in
requesting that the feelings of the
House may be conveyed by you to the
bereaved family.

Shri Karni Singhji (Bikaner): Sir,
on bchalf of the Independent Parlia-
mentary Group, we wish to associate
overselves with the deep sense of
national loss in the passing away of
our beloved Prime Minister, Lal
Bahadur Shastri. In the brief 18
months that he was the Prime Minis-
fer of this country, he rose to great
heights and died at the pinnacle of his
glory in the service of his country.

Shastriji won over the millions of
our countrymen during the war by
taking Parliament and the nation irto
his confidence and led us to final vic-
tory. Lal Bahadurji became a symbol
of freedom, unity and national inte-
gration and during the war he became

a tower of strength to our brave
armed forces.
Shastriji was a humble, courteous

and kind man and a source of strength
to his friends, his colleagues and to
his countrymen; but one of the varest
qualities of Shastriji was the fact that
he was a man of no prejudices. For a
person in his exalted position this was
a rare virtue. Above all, Shastri
wag a practical man and he handled
the affairs of our country in a practi-
cal way.

He was a genuine believer in socia-
lism as has been proved by the fact
that on his passing away he virtually
left nothing for his family. We, the
people ot India. can rightly feel proud
that men like Nehru and Shastriji
have been our Prime Ministers. Each
was great in his own way: each a
giant of the freedom movement

We pray to the Almighty (hat He
may rest the soul of our' deparied
leader in peace and give courage to his
family to bear this loss bravely.

Dr, K. S. Aney (Nagpur): Sir, I
wish to join in the feelings expressed
by you, the Prime Minister and other
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lecaders of parties. Lal Bahadur
Shastri was great both as a man of
peace and as a man of war. We have
heard of a few men marvellously
brilliant men and men of war. We
have heard of other eminent men
also. But it is very seldom that these
two qualities of a man of war and a
man of peace are found together In
one as we were fortunate in having
in our late Prime Minister. At least
he was one great statesman of that
rare quality who was both a man of
peace and a man of war.

Secondly, Lal Bahadur Shastri was
not merely a man of ideology, he was
a man of reality. His ideology was
blended in such a way as to adjust
itself with the situation in which he
had to work. Therefore he was able
to take very correct decisions on
momentous problems which he was
called upon to face.

Thirdly, he was an unassuming man.
Most of us have for a long time been
his co-workers. In the Congress also
1 knew him for some time in that
capacity; but let me tell you the fact
that till Lal Bahadur Shastri sat on
that particular seat I had my own
scepticism and feeling that this man
was a very good man but to be the
Prime Minister of India required not
only a good man but required some-

thing more than that. During the
short period that 'he worked he
showed that those who made the
choice, made the riecht choice. In
the short rule of 18 months he
showed how he had in him the

energy and the vigour to fight an
obstinate enemy; at the same time,
he hud the pgenerosity and the
magnanimity to offer him the best
possible chance to come to peace if he
had e real heart for it. So, whatever
we have lost at Tashkent, those losses
in my opinion are immaterial in case
the party to whom he made those
offers acts bona fide and sincerely. Let
us hope he does that.

One word more and I have done, I
remember, when I was studying In
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the college, T used to read the works
of Wordsworth. There is a small Ode,
“To a Skylark,” in that book. It reads:

Type of the wise who soar high
but never roam,

True to the kindred points
of heaven and home.

He knew his ideal and he reached the
peak also.

We are sorry we have lost that man.
But he has set an example which, Y
am sure, wil] not be lost and I hope
the new Prime Minister and her Cabi-
net will take it to their heart.

Sir, I speak on behalf of those who
do not belong to any Party and who
want to express through you their
great senge of sorrow to be conveyed
to the members of Shastriji's family.

st e went (Fraie)
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ShrigRajaram (Krishnagiri): Mr,
Speaker, 1, on behalf of my DMK.

Party in Parliament, associate myself
with the sentiments expressed by you
and others in bemoaning the demise of
our late Prime Minister, Lal Bahadur
Shastri. His demise came to us as an
astounding shock.

Within the short span of 18 months,
cur late Prime Mia ster had conduct-
ed the affairs of the nation so ad-
mirably well that he had created
history himself.

Our late Prime Minister had created
a convention—which, I wish, would

_be a tradition to be preserved in the
" politics of the

country—of accom-
modating the vievss of the Opposition,
which is a lubricating oil in the
wheels of the democratic machine. His
sincerity of purpose and earnestness of
conviction, his impeccable honesty and
integrity of the highest order, his
simplicity in life and nobility in
deeds, his practical vision and rati il
approach, his quest for peace and
lust for understanding, and his lion-
like courage and rank astuteness have
all contributed to make him a per-
sonality, unique in the history of the
leaders of the world.

He stood for peace and was pas-
sionately striving for the preservation
of peace. The emergence of the
Tashkent Declaration is an everlast-
ing, crowning success for his convic-
tion.

Our late Prime Minister, Lal
Bahadur Shastri, is no more, but his
achievements are before us and they
should guide the destiny of the nation.

Mr. Speaker, please convey our
heartfvlt sympathies and condolences
to the bereaved family.

Shri Maghammad Ismail (Manjeri):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have sincerely to
than you for allowing me to add my
share, though a humble one, to the
handsome tribute deservedly paid to
the late lamented Lal Bahadur Shas-
triji by your goodself and by the
other speakers who followed you.
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During a short period of 18 months,
Shastriji attained a stature, a very
high one, which is uncommon in the
history of Parliamentary governments
of the world. Hig unique and re-
markable qualities of heaq and heart
raised him to the high stature and
made him one of the great statesmen
of not only our country but of the
world. The humility and simplicity,
combined with unlelt firmness in
carrying out agreed policies and prin-
ciples, formed a unique feature of his
great character. He was a great
leader in leading the country to suc-
cess in war as well as in peace nego-
tiations. The Tashkent Declaration is
a landmark in the history of our
country and also that of the world
which is in earnest quest for peace.

Shastriji's  contribution to the
Tashkent consummation is a vital and
memorable one for which the world
respects him and our country. He
by his qualities and by his actions has
raised the prestige of our country and
strengthened the honour of our
country in no small measure and
this was possible because of his high
ang uncommon qualities.

His memory will ever reside in the
hearts of the people of Indja and will
inspire them and guide them to ever-
increasing progress. prosperity, ho-
nour and glory of the country,

With these words, I also join in the
tributes paid by the Members of the
House and request you to add the
Sy thies and dol of myself
and my party, to those that are to be
con’eyed to the members of the family
of the late Shastriji.

st armft (fzerT) - wenw wEET,
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Mr. Speaker:

kindly stand in silence for a
while to express their sorrow.

The Members may
short.

(The Members then stood in silence
for a short while.)

13 hrs.

Mr. Speaker: I have also to in-
form the House of the sad demise
of six other friends, namely, Shri
Ahmad Mohiuddin, Shri U. Srinivasa
Malliah, Shri P. S. Nataraja Pillai,
Shri Narhar Vishnu Gadgil, Chaudhri
Lal Chand and Shri K. G. Wodayar.

Shrj Ahmed Mohiuddin was Deputy
Minister of Transport and a sitting
Member of this House from Secundera-
bad constituency of Andhra Pradesh.
He was also a Member of the First and
the Second Lok Sabha during the
years 1952 to 1962, He was a member
of the Estimates Committee. He did
valuable work in Committces and
took prominent part in the debates of
the House. He was Deputy Minister
of Civil Aviation during the years
1958 to 1962, and of Transport and
Communications during the years 1962
to 1966. He passed away at New
Delhi on the 5th January 1966, at the
age of 67.

Shri U. Srinivasa Mallish was 8
sitting Member of this House from
Udipi constituency of Mysore. He
was also a Member of the Constituent
Assembly of India, the Provisional
Parliament and the First and the
Second Lok Sabhae during the years
1946 to 1962. He was also Beputy
Chiet Whip and Chairman of the
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House Committee of the First and the
Second Lok Sabha and made useful
contributiong in those capacities. He
passed away at New Delhi on the
19th December 1965 at the age of
82,

Shri P. S. Nataraja Pillai was a
sitting Member of this House from
Trivandrum constituency of Kerala.
He was also a Member of the Consti-
tuent Assembly of India during the
years 1948 to 1950. He passed away
at Trivandrum on the 10th January,
1966 at the age of 75.

Shri Narhar Vishnu Gadgil was a
Member of the Central Legislative
Assembly during the years 1934 to
1941 and again during 1945 to 1947, a
Member of the Constituent Assembly
of India and the Provisional Parlia-
ment during the years 1946 to 1952,
and a Member of the First Lok Sabha
during the years 1952 to 1957. He
wag also Minister of Works, Mines
and Power and, later on, of Works,
Production and Supply during the
years 1947 to 1952. He was a pro-
minent member and took active part
in debates. After his career as Parlia-
mentarian, he served as Governor of
Punjab. The last years of his life
were devoted to the fleld of education
and at the time of his death he was
Vice-Chancellor of Poona University.
He passed away at Poona on the 12th
January, 1966 at the age of 70.

.
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Chaudhri Lal Chand was a Member
of the Central Legislative Assembly
during the years 1831 to 1934 and
again during 1937. He served in the
army in the First World War and
was holding the rank of a Major. He
passed away at Rohtak on the 26th
January 1866 at the age of 87.

Shri K. G. Wodeyar was a Member
of the First and Second Lok Sabha
during the years 1952 to 1962. He
passed away at Sagar on the B8th
December 19685 at the age of 65.

We deeply mourn the loss of these
friends and I am sure the House will
join me in conveying our condolences
to the bereaved families.

Does any hon. Member wish to say
anything?....No.

The House may stand in silence for
a short while to express its sorrow.

The Members then stood in silence for
a short while

Mr. Speaker: We might adjcurn
now to meet again tomorrow at
11 amMm.

18.05 hrs,

The Lok Sabha then adjourned till
Eleven of the Clock on Tuesday,
February 15, 1966|/Magha 26, 1887
(Saka).
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