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[Shri K. C. Sharma]
When I look back I find that out 
agriculture, our production in the 
field of the primary necessities of 
life, dates back to something like 
1320 in Europe. We had to break 
the hard ground. It is good that the 
hon. Minister has taken up the mea
sure seriously and emphasised the 
necessity of research, the necessity of 
co-operation, the necessity o f pro
viding measures for better prices f° r 
the produce to the producer and so 
on. These are exactly the things that 
would induce and enable the pro
ducer to produce more and to pro
duce better. (Interruption).

Things have changed. Everybody, 
even a school boy, if he is asked to 
do it, refuses because it is a difficult 
task, it is a difficult proposition. This 
plough, this wooden plough is 3000 
years old. We are still sticking to 
it. Nowhere else in the world it is 
used. You sit in the Parliament, in 
the most modem institution and ask 
the farmer to go 3000 years back. 
It is an impossible proposition. Our 
farms, our fields, those that are in 
existence, are like those farms and 
fields that were in existence in 1320 
in Europe. Agriculture, the main 
occupation of our people, the main 
support of our people, is as 
primitive aa it was in 1320 in 
Europe. You sit in this most modern 
institution of Parliament talking fine 
English whereas the farmers nolding 
two fa&ghas of land are still a* the 
farmers in Europe were in 1320, hav
ing no knowledge, having no facilities 
whatsoever and having no incentives. 
It is Impossible to work like that. It 
is cruelty inflicted on them. It is the 
most inhuman attitude towards them. 
No life is worth living if there is no 
change. So I welcome this measure 
becausc it provides for scientific re
search, to give the farmers the know
how in the matter of production, to 
give incentives to the farmers to pro
duce more and produce better, it will 
create in them the will to work and 
the will to work harder. It wi!l pro
vide for science and modern techno
logy !n the field of cultivation with

the institutions to be established and 
things will change. I wish things 
change speedily. I do not mind some
thing irksome here and there provided 
the desired aim, the desired objective 
is achieved.

With these words, Sir, I heartily 
support the Bill.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: We will con
tinue this debate tomorrow. We shall 
now take up the other business.

14.30 hn.

DISCUSSION RE: FAMINE CONDI
TIONS AND STARVATION 

DEATHS IN ORISSA
Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Now the House 

will take up discussion on the famine 
conditions and starvation deaths in 
Orissa. Shri Kishen Pattnayak:

Shri S. M. Banerjee (Kanpur): Sir, 
before Shri Kishen Pattnayak speaks, 
it will be better if the hon. Minister, 
who had been to Orissa, makes a state
ment. We are told that he went sim
ply to Bhubaneswar and that he 
could not go to Kalahandi because of 
rain. So, why should he not make a 
statement now so that it will be easier 
for us?

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: You will make 
a statement now or will you reply 
to the debate?

The Minister of Food, Agriculture, 
Community Development and Coope
ration (Shrl C. Snbramanlai): 1 will 
reply.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: The Mover
can take 15 minutes and others 10 
minutes each.

fvsrr <rar»TTW ) :
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Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Other Mem
bers will have no chance then.

ftwpf ' ■■
^ ?[*T % ^TcT^ 20

f w  ^  f̂rr *T I
Mr. Deputy-Speaker: 2£ hours have 

been allotted for this.

Shri P. K. Deo (Kalahandi): We
were told that we will be given 20
minutes and the Mover 30 minutes.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Where is the 
time then?

Shrl P. K. Deo: My constituency is 
the worst hit.

Shri Surendranath Dwlvedy (Ken- 
drapara) Let others speak then. We 
would not speak. If you want that 
everybody should participate and no
body should say anything specific, give 
five minutes to each, let everybody 
speak and we will not participate in 
the debate.

Shr] Hari Vishnu Kamath (Hoshan- 
gabad): In view of its importance, let 
the time be extended by half an hour.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: At five o’clock 
we have the half-an-hour discussion.

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: The half- 
an-hour discussion can go up to six 
o’clock.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: The Mover
can take 15 minutes and others 10 
minutes each.

Shrl P. K. Deo: It i6 no use speak
ing then. The British Parliament cen
sured the Government of India in 
1867.

Shri Surendranath Dwlvedy: There 
is no use participating in the debate 
in that case.

Shri Ranfa (Chittoor): I do not 
propose to speak; therefore, give my 
chance to Shri P. K. Deo.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Shri Pattna
yak may go on.
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Shri Kishen Pattnayak: Two minu
tes are already over. Please note that.

fiwPT t m n w : a'TTwrcr 
*rnr 11 prnfta fatT ^  Twft

1 vr ^  vttw mr «tt fa
fa® ^ tnVTRTT

ft̂ TT fa  WT
tfrr ^  vrenr

fa  wm fa*rr
$ ? w i n  wr %
% T t  W T rTV <TpT ?
«rY#r tfr ¥Tfr?r $ f  fa  ffri ft  
WZ TT 1 *r wrfvn

tfa- VT ^TT TT T̂T I
^ Jw fa

frr fa^rr w;
fat* d«M<SI J 5T9T*T
^  T t̂ f[ WTW WTT ^7T
% far* 1 ^ wrwm Jf w^r

fa W R  *TSft t t  fWr 1 
niO<a 15 ?fT^W 9TV I 'd'l % 
^ T T  % ^  ^  T!r innTTf ^
fa**! I £ fa  ^ WTT ffiPT ^A*tt 
% WT^T ofa % fti^ MdH I

% ittkt if i ipr
fa tft 4^ iic*i flTTT ^ *TT TTtr
mfc^i |faft f. rTW fc t f  *ft

wiki $ fftrr  aft 1 vw
iff vrt WT?T ?T̂ r fa  VTM
fat̂  <iVn VT^ 1TTV M hFt’̂ r
^ W ' f r r m  ^ f f a ^ r ^
7TT^ft T T  f̂^PTT # IT ^  fa  f t f  ^

ffarr ir #3 wr w tt
?ft H T  ’IW T ^ *TTT ^

f’TTT? . . . .  (u ifv w ) I I

wni^V ( f fm r )  : mw w t f v n f t  
fa  w n r  hV*ii % *rw iw ?rry
f»T M¥f% fa*TT n m  s . . .
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« f t  * h t f t  : * t p t  ^ t *T t  * r t  ?ft
Tfa%  'T^t *Ft t ,

f  1

«ft ftrar * r c m  (*ifft) ^  
t  1

vnemtr ; Pt>VH
*TH»TT^» IT^fV ^TTTt T W  I

•ft ftWM qtW m V  : 18 fTRT

e TTW t ^1% ST*ft U'fTTH 

cTO M§-*0 t  1 ^  f̂t «Jlfmi
^  *ftfTcT fTT̂ ft *t «n?t ^ t  I^W I 1 5

w  sftr 1 5  v^r u f a i  r̂t%
%  t>l <ul ^ c R T  ^ T T  W T 5 T  fTT^ ?VT % 
$t W T I zffaRT 1 5 fTT̂ T *>t f̂t »Tf I 

y fd q M  ^  ^  f t  * f t  z f h R T  qft
SnTf^T *T^r STf^T % ^ F R %  ^  1 in rft 

^fT fTTeT XTW T T^T ^ ' i ’s lt i 1 i f  

9 TfT  V T  ^  fa^T^T ^ T^ TfK T ^ I 
*f$ft ^ h r z r  ^ft ^ n r f t  wrq- #  s f > T r t  
f t  %cTT^rft 5  T ^ T  I *T |fto T
^ tTTT t| |  far y rtw r % ^TT^T v rfyv  

%, fR^RT TO | tftT STfT Rl l̂cl faTJTT 
3TT fTVcTT ^ I % SPJ t̂ vi I ̂ -s) %

^cTifav 2 VTtY ^t ^TRTTt VT TrffTT
^fr *  25  ŝ T ■qiqei ^t q n rrr  
j f  ^ %ftx 4 v r tr  vrvnft % annw ^
50 W f  2^ "<1iqH gTTT ^ I 2 *>0«
VTWRt f?TTT 2 5 <’11** Z ~*T iftT 4 f><l* 

ITTWT̂ r (Vi I* 5 0 c*i ^ fV i
*t fa  «HlM i f  -qiqH ^?t 

$ * ftT  T « t^ T  i f  VT HTfy«HI f
^fftfw rr T f t f T T  ^  ^ i f t  I V T T^ t

i f  ^  i f  W T  ^TT?RT eft JT?ft

JT̂ tT̂ T ^  f^T far ĵftWT % 3RTKT 
t, ^ t  i ^  frrnr <ft % ^ R t 
^ t  *f t  1 <r3rT, ^r w ^nw  ^f r̂hn" f f

if ^T ^ %fâ T t̂^TT r̂ T̂TW ^ K i ^ 
?ft Tt̂ TRT 1 000 CTT %
'dr^ l ^  ^ t r t  ^ t  wrm w r  i v r  
^rr v r w  ^ far r̂ faRRT mt̂ m

M̂ l t̂cTT ^ *T f̂t 'Jd'lI t̂cTT ^
^fanT ft ^*il<i Vt ^TT ^ I el I ^ ?
^  frr^ %wm %  «ft^5 « f t  «rrfa ' t n  %
iftfvsR^' ffrr t  t  fn^nr f ^  srr̂ ft 
•tia 1 'Jftfrr % 3>,t t  «rnr ^ frr'^TfT
f^s- ^t mr T w t ft 1 ?rfar^
^  fRCRRT ^ft ^tcft t  ? fTT̂  
^tfTT i f  -^Iq^ <Ft M^lqK

^  35 w rer ^ t  J i R t  ^ f? n r s r%
wrfa^r T?t 3 5 0  V P T  f^P T fT^cTT
t  ^H TT ^ fa r « J < N ^  %■ 3FT f t  VCTfTTT 

% fa^ T ^ n n v t t t ,  f^nrfcT « f t r  » h : 
v r r v f t  %  s fa r f t  v m n r r  

^ t  TRTT ^  % A r 1 5 0  ^t 2 0 0  flT*T 
^ t  frn jT T ^ r ^ rftw  v t

fTTEnr®! ar̂ t *r farwr ^ i ?fr frnr
^  ^TcT ?ft W ty  ft ?ftfaT^ V f t f a  ffT fTTcT 
•<ir§ ffHi 100 yIH ^t fTVeTT t  
<a0<5^ %  fair^ « H R  5ft^ff ^  TTfT t f n  
^t ?ftT f̂T Tf: »ft f^ft ^  ?
far ^  fR C v R T  f € ?  ^  | i t f t  *TTTT ^

^  VTWftT ^ far
^ftfrr ^t fnr^fr f^ r srwtfaw ^rr i

fH^TfT fd i  ^ ?T̂ t I -qlqri
^t V^ft ^ %fa>?T TTTT Ffhft ?r f̂T *TT 
fTT̂ HT V t  * T R  T ^ f t  ^  ? 
f*TT ^ f t f ^  * T R  T*prft t  fa» %  
ST% oq Pin  ^ t  V R T  V R x T  %  srRT ®Tfad
^t frnr tt ?ft f ^ r f  ^ m T f f f^  far 
l t̂fTT r̂ yfaVId: ^ r^ N  % mfa- 
vrRnft vt irRTRt fw  ^ Tzrrer ^ inrf^
21 srf̂ TfRT: t  m  ^fTfkit far TftWT

^T fa ® ¥  5 ft*ft V t  "MI^TT^t 7 0  Jr fa lR T : 
f  ? W  ^fTfar^t I T N %  I T t f T T  7 T  t” F  

fTT̂ TfT W6 i*! *TR TT®t
^  far «TFT ^ f t  *FT wft^T f
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*nrrer it *ft »hî *fi % tfr® f^ ft
tirft ^  ^ T T  T̂R STOfotf
% <ft§ ^  fa?rt titft ^  f  ? WT 

T̂TĈ T $££ ^ fa
yfhrr %■ «rt»ff % t o  srte% %■ f ^  
"t̂ T T̂ft ftcTT ^  qr ^R’^nr
d̂d *JijT WTT WK -̂ IqH TT ftqfa 

^ ? *rfaw % f%rr vrn ^
TO WTT x[Tf̂ TT %  vî HT 
•Tft £ I ITW ?*T *TRT % f̂ TT T ĵft
^  nrfa* «rrr vt qffarr ftjft
fa  ;aiki *  3ft -qiqci qrT ftaT $

^fhrr #  ft  *ftr ^rhrr *  
^ f f  trfav ftqfa gir^ ?nfa sftaT 
*r t a n  ^ 1 ̂ ”t )̂n 1 ^ w?t 
<9 Os*) dl#><i Ĵ*T n  ft  1

% ŵV$> q?t t o 1 <nft 
*rft t  f̂tT ift #  %

®Ft *TPT *fft «f>%«ii %fa«T ^ 
^RT V̂ TT jj fa  TfhRT TOUTS’
*Ft ^ICM^I WR ^ ft I 18

^ fa f̂t $n>TT sft cTTWVt *Tff ft  TRft
$> I 3TT V^Tf t̂<ftgW^T”TiT^e tft^o 
^ f w  ^ ?ft ^ t ^  V̂ T fa  WT  ̂ici 
J fa  Imvŝ  17“  18 T̂TcT % W T  
^T FTTlJf *  titf 5HT% ^  t  ? t  

fft fâ RTH1 ĤT ^ V t  ’tTTTT̂ T *>&ll
fa *  *ft W  ĴTrT Tt Sf fa  f*T5%
17-18 T̂FT % tT̂ TT ^?tf T̂TIVt
%■ *nfaroV ^rnrf *  j f  i

%fW $  WTvf % ^ 5  Hi+« T̂T l̂̂ <11
£ I R̂VTT % ^  ufa^ fa* £, *sft 
*JIJ$PTO % * fffat fa* {
fa 60 mW UT f̂t WT?T frff^ f  I
#  %m ^ TfpTT fa 60 9TTW *  *
5 ?TW WTVrft |̂T f, f̂t W& *T̂ r,
^T-WR Wtf WTT VT ^5V t  1
m ?  10 ?rrer imnft *n^r ^  w  t t  

f  1 inrr v tv tt fft wtt f̂t 
tit ftirrf ?rt #% Ff^mt wttfi f ,
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^ ft  ?rT̂  5ft»r *rc% 9T̂ Ft 1 r̂vhrr
*  5 0 0  ^ ^ 0  v t  f t  ?  1

WT'T̂ t : I

«ft fasi1! : IHTT Wtft
irfhrv pr ^rt *  ^ faxr irv

i f t i t  f^rjfar ^ f f? r
k t , ?ft ffV *Ft »T^t TT ^TTR
#  «fâ fT VTTT TOT f  I IHR ?̂fV 
^rftVT TF T t  T»ir̂ if84M *FT»TT 1̂(5̂
%, fft ^  MirĤ T*jgft Wftft f̂t 
f^ fa r  % % r  ^qnr ft  r̂m, w  t o  
^  wrr f a  500  vsnrtt wft

? *tt ^ift 1 ^  ijOTrft «i5t ^?rt ^t
r̂mH*i ^ *FT f  I TW

^  'J'i Vt *  HT?TT jj I

f jR  srfanfi f̂t ^ * i  0 *ft?r 
f f  ( ^ 5^  TO CflÔ P 'W

t  ^t * ft  ^rr f  1

24 5T^, wrt WCTM T t f  STTprft 
% Pi »̂c ^  U «  V7

%^r fr v r i  ? m r  9 ^  1 $Tvtmrwr

% JllfaH VrfaWT * 3T¥ VTT̂ TT,
crt^-^idH, faxrr, ^t T ff*rfa r fft 'ttt- 
w ft  #, T̂TTT T^TT ^  ^  TOT
wt% wit r̂ft f r o  1

1 8 vt «TTOT JT
TT5frj¥T *  ItittitW tit H t, ^ ft, tit 
vfa gf 1 »t m r far T|!% Vfftifhr
VT% qfTTTT % WtT f!T wrft
w  ^ t «rr, f*fffa ^rvt
*rft * t̂vt 1 *̂ l 4)̂ 1 *

% f?n̂  w  fa 
s r  *  »tt «rf 1

sr^rr «rhr *  ?ft»r ^ if  y i i ^Vht 
ifVf fa f̂t f a r o  ^ t o  vfWrvr t o  
vtwt s t 1 ĵf+ w  M\< ^ n r *fft j f ,  
prfa* ^ r  tit s fM t f r  v i  tit* sw
8 Vt tJW ST SST I
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[«ft f¥»R ]

*t*u if tot iTT
9 ST5RT V t7  VT

*rr *rt 1 tz *ft *nr% % *ftrff qprt
s t y  w r  w r  «rt, v f W  ^

91% Htfl ^ T̂TT I

sr^r wwm % zfarzz, f o m i R  
% 7 v fa ,  *Ft ^  H*if*R if
<T>pj faF Pŝ i  ̂IV T ^ ft  %

* * * i %  m *r% utr^r % ?sri s f t  %  

rnu. ®r̂ r ^¥*<1 r̂ŵ ft ^ 1 
^  *ft 't^i fa> ^  f^ ft  % *r *i^i ̂ l %

+K<M <v9TT % VI0  < It s m r  
f^TV  ̂Tjft if I 'd^lf^ VPT ^ T  4>y, 

^  f*F W  % ^ W l f t
*TR if ̂  ^ T  *Ft WR^t ^ f f ,
fapFT ^T SPTFT f̂ T̂ T ^ T  ft I

^ ^  2 S %Wrf fâ TT
% *j*T *TR if WT «TT I T R

*TRT?ft 1800 *ft *ttT 3?T if 440 
*TR*Tt ^TR ^ tl- *FT 'SIT *(% % I

TT ijfaT 'T^T *li*H» VRlft 
^  f w r ,  3ft f r

^T ^ T F  ft % MpWI < if ^TT
*TCFT ^ I 3TfT t*T 170 if

^frr «rr 1 ^  140 w t  vt d*i41
»̂T V5|f ^  VT <s( I ^VT ^T I *T$ W  

*TfrlT 200 WT f^lt ^  5TT 
ift WT *TT I HT % <TTCT ^R?t

cft»T Ŵ f *f I ^  \J?T Sffa W ft 
^  wr vr®nr Tfrr r̂r, ^Rf 

Vt fv^T 1
rr̂ r tnK VllWT % TW % *WT <Tt< 
'dff "tî l fv  ■dtJ efl'l TT ‘W l̂ <1 
?rt 1 rR- ^  1

^ R T  W* ^ 9  ft% T T  t f t  HTVTT
’TT WRT <|Pf wW'TT fTT̂ “ % Wt

t$  t  ? t t  m m

^ ftw r  w f̂r ?r^f !f t  T^ t f, ? Jt5rt 

% i f t  t a T  $,
'dfl i f  T^T % 5HT^», yH  % T*T % 

O T% , % 3 T T ^ i f ^ f ^ T ^  : uW h V h >  

? if^ y  i^rf.Mi” 1 ^  ?*t
^ft eft < T T R  tf r j r f T  S ' iP f l  is ftf^ r 

f+ ^ l 'JTT̂ f I ^ T  T T  4<4>H f l f t  ?T^t 

M l  ITFTT ^ ?

^ n rft vt ^ W f ^t m r v r  w h

!T̂ T <ft ft I tr̂ T C|̂ *HR

^ < n ft ^ fw r i f  ^fprfr ^rr < tw p r i 

?rnr % ? tr%  ^  i r t v f  7% ff f^F t?T^ <rrar
% *<{)4 ^rR 5TR wt? fTT % 1

nvnr «rt ^rrt t  vrt̂ rr
% 'ft# Wtf T̂T, ^TT
R̂T, ^  T̂T, =̂T ^  T̂T 5t1t

« r r#  i f f  ^t?r t̂ r t  i

??r i f  ^fi'i r«i^V ^  ? 60 

^  cft^T % M n  — 22  w?tz arnrr 

Wt T̂T, 1 4 4M I f f l ' l l  'H ft I |̂TT 

VRTT «i ri *i f^Vt" ^  ^ N

% f ^ T R  T̂, f*l^  % 80  

^ ft ft  sRrft qt^r %
f ^ r R  ^r 1 ctt^ ^

if— ^RT % f w  % vtifiRTR 
^T vnvrft f.— T̂?ft% if ^ r - f ^ f
'TT  V R ^ f f  f. f ^ T T  W t

*wfc{ V $  ^  w f e w  I
*f?fV q r  ir=Fm

^ftfSrT 4  <»T ^  f t r ^ f ^ T  T^  ^ I

w t < t  f f f  eft<rd m ^ h  % i r t ^ t  

1 ? ^ R f f  i f  i t r r  

^5 r| t  1 % irt-^R ^r % ?rm
»r^ ^ 1 r̂̂ r v^t ^ f t  r ^  y>i 
srMr »rt t , 4vrt vtr ^rrd

f fu n  i f  *rr f  i

VT %, v3»T i f

^ t  i jc  ^ rw  j  iftr *
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snrrfoRT ? i
t t  iH in n q  i f  *rt *•%
f[, xT'T *FT VTT McH &, ^Wt % *Tt-

+^l ^ ? *Kii '3»T T^pt
^  ^ T O
I  '

qr *far % v rv f tt^  Tt
=siWm ^  i *rt* *?t
•ramr̂ f ^tr1 ?rift vr^t $ 1 irfe 

TRT r̂ *TT T̂TcTT eft 9 T V R  
% if  *T̂ V ^TTOT T̂HTT ^ ft>

*TT *FTT I

•ft WT*ltft : ^  ^  T O R  *T̂ ,
?nr wtnf VT W  ffrTT I

«ft«T?ft «HTT  ̂ 9THf ( im M  )
^ F̂?t *Tl̂ t HTT I

•ft fiWR S1WTVV : *f?ft M̂ I<h
It * trt fvftcT TP TTT ^ for 15^T% 
vt— ■w  v t— w ro r-
<ftff er o t v t  srtfveT v t  1 «n?T <tt w r n  
•ftfar * T  S>mT ^ T T  f r  TOt 
% fa«T % *ft 'RTTVT rTTTT,
%Rrt fo r  i f  •ft *f^r •* 11
ift* zft iftVTWT̂  <?frr f — *TTOftf 

^ TT ^ n ^ "“ (̂ »T % 1FT •ft J®  
^ H tt i *rm i f  ta ft

V T^ ft I

•ft W Ffft : T T  * R
I  ttn: ^ f̂tn # r  t| ?  i

%ft « o  «fto r o f f  : *  ITT t  I

•ft w ntf : nt wrt f , i m

f  1

•ft ftWPf 9BTOW : # «ft
Vt f ®  ^TT ^TfeTT j  I W TIT-
<ftfar f% *f v t  <r » t i  % % 
•ftr tar t o  *»r % w*t w:

% f?nr if t^v irvr?r fvvpr vtvrr
1 ivhrr r̂ % « n f w r  Tf, 

wsfl'd ^  ^ f t  ^ f  TT w m  
fanrr̂ T % jtht ^  T^ft ^t%, ?nft ^tt-^tt 

r t  ^  qtr httw  % f^r%
^  ^  ’TT !f¥T I 

^TTT tpTPT ^ fv  Wdff <T̂ ftW
* M  % wpfri v$%ftr w* ^  *tt %t 
ma^if wnrRrv Jnrfir r̂r f^rrrvr 
sRTfr r̂ ^  1 T̂ Tnrr % vtv^, inntr 

% <rtvf, «TI^k ^ f t  ^  nff>| iftr 
^ t  flftir fr%, f^ t  #cft q>t j i, 
^r ^  TTeft % tr̂ r sn̂ T̂ P<mV 
% ^  ^ f r  ^idnms sp^Tfw ^7^, 
^Tfv fpr whff v t  5 1® ftrvfro ift fv
5PT%
5T?ff r̂ ^  if I&w VT w$ 1

i m  Hhnr ^ittv ^ ift 
inft’T—A <nT̂ t *ttw r̂ jf—

p f t im n r I T « n f t  *  
«nft Tf? xrlr ^  m rft *Wt vr 
^ ft I 1PIT f*Rft ^  7T?T
i n  ^  ^  t o  JTT’t̂ rr *  r̂ fnrr«r 
IHTT T f̂^T WRft *?¥ *rf ?ft f̂t
jpm fw  mw sr f̂ j f , 1% WRK «nr%
WW HT r̂ft t 3JTT ?̂t 1 5 ttlO*i %
q?%, 1 5 ZTo «ft WfOt %, fft

tTfT fv^TR Tra- 
^  ?ft •nT̂ t ?rrar ^Nft •ft w»*t pft 
aiTFft I

^ ft <TTK ^ Jm «̂TT ^ITR 5T?T
^ Pf f^rr ^ y®  v t  f?rrr It, 
fW  r s f f  ^ q t -^ r  v t  W  I, 
wm% % farr, ftw  t o  % n r ^ f f^
vt WH7T *m %, l f̂ft ^  5?rwf*T 

®nrprr^T^» • ffr a r ^ f^  ^tfsnr i 
ftnr ?fW f% *wy w fkmt  
ftn  ̂ % ii^t t c  wW TJJT |f 1
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*TT TM T | fa  VFT
qr fTfasq- Jr ft*  r̂nfr aft^TfT f̂f % 
fair HcW Tff* I 3R % WK, 3TTfTRl
% <tt sfhrrfW *$ct tftff %
*[* ft*  ^Tcft | I

9$ I *TT VTTR" W?t W*
Vtfa* I *  * t  WKf-
f*w m r^  $, ^r wwfaf *  q«F
^ t VKn W* $+in *rff Tlp ft w rfftr |

«ft ftn w Tm  : arjcT «ft* |
T¥t?TRT% I

•ft faww w i m  : %nTr *ft *ft* 
ft, «rnr ^  fa** wft vttt*  <ft* 
ft  I vmw W»t W* VT̂ TT̂ * 1

HTfijTC 5  faT *  ^ T T  *«TT ^T^TT 
j  fa  WTW ^ falj % reel'll
«ft gw^PRnr m%* vt fa **n r  r̂ft 
fnnprT j ,  *  t̂rrvr f^F*^rr tranvrT
g— «ft im tv *^TT w* I jft^RT
*  18 HT̂ ft *  ?TTf t̂ *rff
vttt|  i Rrwrt <tt v i  *rt jRuff
*  vnrvr î wr wrrtr w rr  sN1 y w  %hx
TWT TOT «TT fa  5
wft ft^ft, %fa?T t  ^ ffcft *VT

g fa  so ^ ttt nfhr 
w* ift ftnrrf vhrrrsft *  *rff $ i 
vd̂ Ml *T fatj irtr 3*ft cTT$ % iftr 
facT* fatf£ ^  ^Wfa fV s^M  *TT *
?• f r  ^  f r o f  ^TT% % fatT
fTFT ^rnft StaRT ^TTT*, ^  f^d^l 
jft^RT W*TTJ* ?rrfa ^n?t 4*  ¥t 9TTV<T, 
tnf*PF sfa *ftr jrf*^ft^m?r
^T, f^ ^  'T^T fW lT *  *ft*T ^

i

$  mwr wttctt f ,  'd̂ it-Moi irftw , 
fa  «ft gv^rnnr w v  *  »n**t

6073 Famine k A Y  11,

t »TtT?ftt-Wt# ^TR iftT »rf*WT 
W>T ^l4^M ^rft 5^ % WcTT?* I

Shri P. K. Deo: Mr. Deputy
Speak, Sir, it is the compulsion of 
conscience and compulsion of duty 
that forces me to speak unpleasant 
truth which may not be palatable to 
most in this House.

Sir, it was on the 25th of July, 
1807, Sir Stafford Northcote, then 
Secretary of State of India censured 
the Government of Bengal for want of 
foresight and energy and grave error 
of judgment in connection with the 
Orissa famine of 1806. On the 2nd 
August, 1867, there was a lively debate 
in the House of Commons and at that 
time, the Secretary of State for India 
censured the Government with these 
words:

“This catastrophe must always 
remain a monument of our failure, 
a humiliation to the people of this 
country, to the Government of 
this country, and to those of our 
Indian officials of whom we had 
been perhaps a little too proud.
At the same time, we must hope 
that we might derive from it 
reasons which might be real value 
to ourselves, and that out of this 
deplorable evil good of no insigni
ficant kind might ultimately 
arise.”

Sir. this was hundred years before. 
Just hundred years after, in 1966, 
Orissa is faced with another famine. 
They appointed a Famine Commis
sion to go into the matter. The Famine 
Commission, in their Report, stated:

‘The famine relief work in 
Orissa was anything but satisfac
tory—the whole thing was grossly 
mismanaged by the Government 
officials. A large sum of money 
was squandered away.”

This was the finding of a Government 
whom we called the Colonial—Gov
ernment. At that time India was
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under alien rule. To-day, India is a 
free country. There are irresponsible 
men who style themselves as Minis
ters of Food and who adorn the 
Treasury Benches here presiding over 
the destiny of millions of people in 
this country. They feel shy to face 
the truth; they want to hide the truth. 
The entire world knows and all the 
papers corroborate. Who does not 
know that there are starvation deaths? 
When these hundreds of people have 
been dying due to starvation, my hon. 
friend, Shri Subramaniam is not pre
pared to accept it. He always blames 
the Providence. There was a failure 
Of crops; he says that there was no 
rain. He could not go to the scarcity 
areas; because he says there was 
plenty of rain. Left him chant the 
mantra “Kale varshathu parjanyana" 
and let him be satisfied for all the 
time. But, Sir, this HouBe is not going 
to spare him. He has to be censured 
and with him the entire Government 
have to be censured. Sir, it is a 
disgrace to democracy in this country 
when a calamity of this magnitude has 
come, no adjournment motion could 
be allowed in this House. But, at 
long last, a no-day-> et-motion has 
been admitted and there too, the time 
has been restricted. You know, Sir, 
how difficult it is to present the pro
per picture of that great calamity. It 
has become very easy for Mr. Sub
ramaniam to deny all kinds of deaths 
because no vital statistics have been 
kept of these figures; no register has 
been maintained at the village level. 
It has been discontinued since intro
duction of Panchayati Raj. That is 
why when the television team 
of the B.B.C. wanted to go to that 
area and wanted to have a spot visit, 
they were not allowed to go there. 
This is a man-made famine which is 
due to the neglect of the administra
tion for not providing food and medi
cal facilities. That is why so many 
people have been dying. My hon. 
friend Shri Kishen Pattnayak has 
pointed out the starvation death near 
Khariar Road. Post mortem record 
has clearly showed the starvation 
deaths. The entire Government 
machinery are after the bold doctor
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to change the report of the starva
tion death. Why should you change 
the report? The Prime Minister will 
be visiting Khariar Road shortly. If 
she will call for the records, she will 
herself be convinced that the death 
was due to starvation.

So far as different parts of Kalahandi 
are concerncd, I would like to clear 
this misunderstanding that Navapara 
subdivision was a part of British 
India. It was all along a part of 
Raipur district and then in 1936 form
ed (part of Sambalpur district of 
Orissa. Again, after reorganisation of 
the district in 1949 it formed a part of 
Kalahandi district. It is the most 
badly affected area. It has been 
neglected for all these years. It has 
been shifted from one district to an
other. In these days, Mr. Subrama
niam could not go over there bccause 
there is no road and the entire area is 
cut off. It is neither connected with 
the Sub-Division nor with the District 
Headquarters. No relief measure was 
forthcoming in Sinapali. I was there 
day before yesterday. There, the 
entire rice stock has been consumed. 
Unless before the advent of the mon
soon the rice reaches there, the people 
who are there will die of starvation. 
Kalahandi District Was all along a 
surplus district. 50,000 tons of rice 
used to be procured from that district 
and used to be exported to all the 
deficit areas. In spite of the warning 
given by us that in 1905-66 there has 
been a failure of monsoon and as a 
result the famine is anticipated, no 
action was taken. 30,000 tons of rice 
were procured last year and were ex
ported. Sir, on the 5th of September,
1965, the Zila Parlshad passed a reso
lution anticipating these things. On 
the 16th September, the Swatantra 
party passed a Resolution and 1 m<n 
the District Collector and requested 
him to take immediate steps. On the 
4th January, I led a march of nearly
10,000 people and met the district 
collector. But all these have fallen 
on deaf ears. At long last, the 
Kumbhakarna came out of his sleep 
and the only relief that reached the
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people was in March, 1966. There too, 
the entire delivery system has been 
so defective, and there have been so 
many leakages in the delivery pipe 
that only a few drops of what was 
meant for the people trickled down 
at the other end.
15 hrs.

All the labour intensive programmes 
and all the relief works have been 
entrusted to the favourite contractors 
of the Congress Government. In this 
regard, I would like to point out what 
has appeared in The Hindustan 
Standard. The representative of The 
Hindustan Standard was there and 
he has written about the Jammasagar 
project. Even though there have 
been three Plans, there has been 
absolutely no impact of the Plans in 
that area. No irrigation project 
worth the name has been taken up. 
The representative of The Hindustan 
Standard had been to the project at 
Jamunasagar which is quite close 
to Bhawandpatna which is the district 
headquarters. He says:

“Without the slightest of ex
aggeration, it can be said that the 
Jamunasagar project is a sad re
flection on the efficiency of the 
irrigation authbrities. A scheme 
that would presumably cost Rs. 5 
or Rs. 6 lakhs should certainly not 
be in the stage of construction for 
years on end . .

It has been there since the last ten 
years but it could not be completed.
HP further says:

“The Labourers engaged on the 
project are by and large in a de
plorable condition, and when to
gether with the Panchayat 
Samiti Chairman I went to the 
site, I was shocked to find their 
women and children, many of 
whom were diseased, in as 
wretched a condition as destitutes.
I heard complaints that fair wages 
were not paid to the labourers 
and they were made to work be
yond their ability.”.

That is how the people are being 
treated.

You will be surprised to know that 
the contractor there is Sardar Ujagar 
Singh who is the chairman of the 
Mandal Congress Committee there. 
These are the people who have been 
exploiting and who have been suck
ing the blood of the people of that 
area. In that project, 60 people have 
died only last month. When Mr. 
Vaidyanathan, the Adviser to the 
Planning Commission went to the site, 
the people complained to him that 
they were not being paid properly 
and as soon as Mr. Vaidyanathan came 
away, those people who had com
plained were mercilessly beaten by 
these contractors. This is the state of 
affairs.

Mr. Vaidyanathan has rightly 
pointed out in his report that:

“There may be cases of contrac
tors taking undue advantage. But, 
unfortunately, there are no 
effective means of preventing 
this.” .
Right from the very beginning we 

have been hammering this thing be
fore Government that the Labour 
Department should be streamlined and 
there should be people to see that the 
labourers get proper wages, but noth
ing has been done in this regard.

The Prime Minister will be going 
there shortly, and I request her to 
intervene and see that all the work 
now executed by the Rural Engineer
ing Organisation is transferred to the 
village committees and to the pan
chayat. The people should be taken 
into confidence. The money meant for 
them should be given to them for 
proper work . . .

Shrl Sheo Narain: From his privy 
purpse of Rs. 5 lakhs, how much has 
the hon. Member given to the people?

Shri P. K. Deo: This situation has 
been taken advantage of even by the 
biri leave contractors . . .

Shri Bibhotl Mfchra (Motihari): 
What has the hon. Member who comet 
from that area done for that area?
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Shri P. K. Deo: I am not yielding. 
My hon. friend can have his say later.

You know, Sir, that there is mono
polistic biri leave trade in this State.
In the name of State enterprise, the 
monopolist right of collection is 
given to some favourite. Shri MuhaUb 
will bear me out when I say this, 
and he has already circulated a pam
phlet where he has stated that taking 
into consideration the pitiable state of 
affairs, the people are being exploited 
and they are being paid a very meagre 
wage which works out to 50 paise a 
day. You can very well imagine the 
plight of the people.

With all the emphasis at my com
mand, I say that the situation has 
been aggravated by the monopolistic 
biri leave trade system, the mono
polistic procurement and the levy 
system and the monopolistic forest 
contract system. Why should the
people not be allowed to collect the 
minor forest produce and sell it in the 
open market? Why should the mono
polistic right be given to a few
favourite Congressmen?

Coming to the food supply, even
though some fair price shops have
been opened, still there are certain 
areas, big and central villages in the 
interior and in the remote areas 
where even in panchayat headquarters, 
no fair price shops are there. So far 
as wheat is concerned, we are pre
pared to consume it. You may give 
us wheat, you may give us barley or 
you may give us anything edible; we 
do not insist that only rice should be 
supplied.

Wheat or barley or anything may be 
given adequately and in proper time 
it should reach the people. At the 
moment, people are living on pipal 
leaves; even cows are being killed and 
are being consumed by the caste- 
Hindus throwing to winds all the old 
religious beliefs.

The gratuitous relief cards are re
ported to be available only for a 
consideration. Only the favourites arc 
being supplied with these cards.

Orissa (Dis.)
Free kitchens have been opened by 

the Bharat Sewak Samaj. As I had 
pointed out the other day, it is the 
other side of the coin of the Congress 
Party. Free kitchens are being opened 
by some charitable people, but no 
State aid is given to them. All the 
American wheat and all the American 
milk powder goes to the Bharat 
Sewak Samaj. I would like to speak 
to tlie American Government from 
this platform, from this House that all 
their charity is being misused for 
party purposes. It is a disgrace to 
democracy. It is a disgrace to the 
Government. Why not give the 
facility to other non-officials organisa
tions also like the Ramakrishna 
Mission or other parties?

Shri Ranga: Like the Ramakrishna 
Mission or the Gauranga Mission.

Shri P. K. Deo: Why not give the 
facility to the Ramakrishna Mission or 
other parties? For God's sake, do 
not play politics with the life and 
death of the people.

Some orphanages have been started 
in Komna and Khariar. But why are 
they not being patronised by Govern
ment? These things are being cor
roborated by the Bulletin of the 
Congress Party. The District Cong
ress Party in their Bulletin have 
stated that it is the Bharat S*wak 
Samaj through which they are going 
to distribute . . .

Shri Paiaahar (Shirpuri): On a
point of order . . .

Shri P. K. Dm : I am not yield
ing . .  .

Mr. Depnty-Spaaker: He may deny 
those allegations later.

Shri Parashar: My point Of order 
is a very important one. Hie hon. 
Member has just now stated that 
through this House he is appealing to 
the American Government. No Mem
ber can appeal to any foreign Gov
ernment through this House. It 
affects the sovereignty of this House.
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I would, therefore, request that those 
remarks should be expunged from the 
proceedings of the House.

Shrl Raghunath Singh (Varanasi): 
He has got no right to appeal on be
half of us.

Shrimati Ream Chakravartty C Bar
ra ckpore) : Shri Asoka Mehta will
convey it to the American Govern
ment.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Shri P. K. Deo 
should try to conclude now. He has 
already taken about 15 minutes.

Shrl P. K. Deo: The hon. Speaker 
had told me that I would be given 20
minutes.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: But there arc 
other speakers also.

Shri P. K. Deo: I come from that 
area, and the entire discussion is on 
my area.

Shri Rarhunath Singh: ilow can
he appeal on our behalf? He can 
speak on behalf of his own party, not 
on behalf of Parliament.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Everybody
speaks on behalf of his own party. 
There is no point of order.

Shri P. K. Deo: These are to be 
tackled on a war footing. The ad
ministrative machinery has to be 
streamlined. We know how the relief 
committee has been treated. The pro
ceedings of the District Relief Com
mittee of the 15th March 1966 and 
15th April 1966 are monumental 
documents. If you go through them, 
you will be convinced that the Relief 
Committee was called. The District 
Collector was the only person who 
was present, and he wrote the pro
ceedings himself and he implemented 
the whole thing. There was the same 
force in the second meeting. The 
Deputy Minister was the president. 
He sat there for flve minutes. He did 
not have the patience to listen to the

other members. He abruptly adjourn
ed the meeting and ran away. Are 
we to run away from realities like 
this? Are we keen to tackle the 
problem? If we are, we must have a 
human approach to the subject, a 
practical approach to the subject. But 
nothing was done.

As a short-term measure, I suggest 
that emaciated people who need 
medical care should be properly 
nursed and fed. Abandoned child
ren should be looked after in orphan
ages which should be started through
out the area. A team of dedicated 
officers with missionary zeal should 
be sent to that area. The present Dis
trict Collector and Hhe Deputy Min
ister should be dismissed for their 
most callous approach (Interruptions). 
Subsidised fair price shops should be 
opened. Seeds have to be supplied in 
time. Here, you will be surprised to 
know that seeds which are procured 
in the district at Rs. 35 per quintal 
are going to be sold to people at Rs. 58 
per quintal. From this, you can 
imagine how the Government is mak
ing a profit out of this thing. Liquor 
shops should be closed and schools 
should be taken over

As a long-term measure, I suggest 
this. The 1866 famine there was a 
boon in disguise. After that famine, 
a Famine Commission submitted * 
report as a result of which the entire 
delta irrigation system in Orissa was 
taken up. Similarly, I submit that 
after this famine, this neglect area 
should receive some special treatment 
The Indravati project which has been 
pending consideration in the Ministry 
of Irrigation and Power should get the 
green signal, and it should synchronise 
with the visit of Indiraji. There is so 
much affinity between Indira and 
Indravati.

Lastly, a Famine Commission should 
be appointed to go to into the whole 
thing, xt should evolve a realistic 
famine code. Finally, th m  dwuld 
be provision for crop insurance for all 
time to come.



Shri Mahatab (A n gu l): Mr.
Deputy-Speaker, there is no doubt— 
it is admitted on all sides— that the 
situation in some parts o f  Orissa is 
really bad, as bad as is generally the 
case in a famine. There is difference 
in the language, in the w ords used by 
this side or that side. But the fact 
is admitted that the situation is bad. 
It is very unfortunate that politics is 
being introduced into this matter. This 
should not be the case ( Interrup
tions)

Shri Raghunath Singh: They want 
to take advantage o f  the situation.

Shri Mahatab: I w ould beg o f the
House to kindly listen to me. This is 
a question involving m isery to millions 
o f people. I f  w e go on in this manner,
I do not see the necessity o f speaking. 
After all, it is a serious matter.

15.15 hrs.

[S h r i S h a m  L a l  S a r a f  in the Chair]

Mr. Chairman: I have been listen
ing to the previous speakers. Certain
ly, this is a matter which w ill receive 
the sympathy o f  the w hole House. So 
I w ould request all hon. Members to 
listen to the speech and not go on 
interrupting.

Shri Mahatab: In fact, I expected 
that this matter should be discussed 
irrespective o f party considerations, 
as it has been done at the State level. 
There the relief committees have 
been form ed with representatives of 
all parties. In the districts, the relief 
committees have been constituted 
with representatives o f all parties. 
W hether they are functioning correct
l y  or not, it is for  us to point out, it 
is for us to criticise them. But the 
approach should be a non-political 
approach to these matters. That is 
m y  humble submission.

With regard to the situation as it is. 
there is no doubt there has been fa il
ure. I may tell the House in ctonfi*
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dence thnt 1 had a talk w ith the Chief 
Minister there w ith all the officers 
present when he was good enough 
to agree that there should be an in
quiry as to where and how  the ad
ministration failed. Then I sugges
ted— this was on my initiative— that 
the inquiry should not be undertaken 
now because in that case the atten
tion o f all the officers w orking there 
would be diverted to that and away 
from  the actual w ork there nbw. So 
let the crisis be over and after that 
there should be an inquiry. That ha* 
been agreed to. Therefore, there is no 
point o f dispute now. It is admitted 
that there has been failure at some 
points. There is no doubt about it.

I was thinking as to which Ministry 
has to be tackled in connection with 
this matter. Since yesterday, I have 
been trying to find out whether it is 
the Food Ministry or the Finance 
Ministry tor any other Ministry here 
at the Centre which should be taken 
to task for  whatever has happened 
there. So far as the Food Ministry is 
concerned, as far as I can make out. 
their w ork is to see that proper sup
ply takes place. But so far as the 
situation in Orissa is concerned, it is 
not want o f stock which was res
ponsible for this situation. O f course, 
there was some slackness in exercising 
control over the trade. But that is a 
different matter. So far as stock is 
concerned, it wag there. Therefore.
I do not know  how the Food Ministry 
here can be brought into the picture.

But there is one ptoint, namely, the 
purchasing capacity o f the people, 
because the crops failed completely. 
It was known to all concerned that the 
crops had failed, but no step was 
taken to take initial steps to prevent 
a catastrophe. That could have been 
taken in September last. Not only 
the zila parishad but also the pan- 
chayat samitis had reported to the 
authorities that lhi>re had been com 
plete failure of crops. It is said that 
almost the entire crop was destroyed.
I  say 'a lm W * because in some little
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areas, there was gome crop; otherwise 
there was total destruction. In spite 
of that report, no step was taken. As 
far as I have understood, no steps 
were taken because correspondence 
went on between the Orissa Govern
ment and the Central Government.

Mr. Chairman: • Does he mean at 
the State level or Central level?

•Shri Mahatab: My information is 
that correspondence went on as to 
who would finance the relief measures. 
The State Government had no re
sources of their own; they approach
ed the Central Government for 
finance. A team of the planning Com
mission visited Orissa in February 
last. They made a report. The diffi
culty arose there. This is what ap
pears to me the reasons for delay in 
action. Therefore, I said to the 
Chief Minister and 1 have also sugg
ested to the Prime Minister here this 
morning—that there should be some 
inquiry after the present crisis was 
over as to where the machinery fail
ed. That has to be found out.

1 visited these areas. I visited
some of the feeding centres. I visited 
many villages and I saw some sights 
myself. I cannot describe all these 
things in detail because one cannot
stand those sights. It is a real
famine. There is no doubt about it. 
We read accounts of the 1943 famine 
in Bengal and parts of Orissa. This 
famine can also be compared with 
that famine. Therefore, I suggest
that no useful purpose will be served 
in describing how people are dying, 
how they are suffering. I think the 
fact should be accepted as such.

Shri Namblar: (Tiruchirapalli): It 
is disputed here.

Shri Mabitmb; If is not disputed. 
Excuse me for saying so; as far as I 
have understood it, it is not disputed
here.........Dispute perhaps is taking
place on a wrong.........
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Shri Surendranath Dwivedy: Do
they agree that there is famine there?

Shri Mahatab. The Pood Minister 
said in Bhubaneswar—it has appear
ed in the papers—-that the situation 
is very difficult.

Shri Surendranath Dwivedy: Acute 
scarcity and not famine—that is what 
they say.

Shri Mahatab: What is the differ
ence?

Everybody has got his own word 
to describe it. Somebody says It is 
actute distress, somebody says it Is 
famine. I am not called upon to dis
tinguish between these two expres
sions. I do not know why this fruit
less discussion is going on over 
words. Probably it is on account of 
the fact that there is a provision m 
the Famine Code that if starvation 
deaths are admitted, then certain 
other steps must be taken. My point 
is that in spite of the fact that any 
area is not declared a famine area, 
much more than those steps are 
undertaken now.

Shri P. K. Deo: No, no. It is wrong.

Shri Mahatab: Please excuse me. 
You read the Famine Code, and you 
will see how things have changed.

I along with a professor wrote an 
article on the 1866 famine which was 
published in some research journals, 
and all the records that were read 
out gust now will be found there. 
Let us not go as far back as 1866. 
There was a drought followed by 
unprecedented floods in Orrisa in 
1955-56, when Shri Nabha Krishna 
Choudhary was the Chief Minister. 
The total amount of relief expenses 
was tt> the tune of Rs. 11 crores. At 
that time also, a Relief Commis
sioner, Mr. Ramanathan, was appoint
ed. The whole relief was based on 
the Famine Code with considerable 
modifications. The Famine Code was



amended last in 1930. Even then, 
that Code is insufficient today. There
fore, the Government is amending the 
rules now and then and they are 
meeting the situation as it arises, not 
only in Orissa but in all States. For 
instance, gratuitous relief is being 
given in some parts of U.P. even now. 
It Is not provided in the Famine 
Code. No starvation death has been 
declared there. Therefore, let us not 
fight over words.

The Question to be considered to
day is whether the conditions are of 
famine or not and whether steps are 
being taken or not. There is no doubt 
that steps have been taken since the 
second week of April as far as I 
know. It is agreed that this should 
have been taken much earlier, three 
months ago. If that had been done, 
the present situation would not have 
arisen.

There is no doubt that during 
famines all kinds of corruption take 
place. That is the usual experience, 
because people all around lose their 
moral moorings. Therefore, all kinds 
of corruption take place. Let us sug
gest how this can be checked, how 
the administration can be streamlined 
and how other checking measures 
should be taken. T îese are the mat
ters which should be discussed, I 
think at a different level not here on 
this occasion. Here, the point is that 
the Government of India should come 
forward and say that the conditions 
are equivalent to the conditions of 
famine and what steps are and will 
be taken. As far as I have under
stood from the Orissa Government, 
what they want to know is this, and 
they should be assured, that the Gov
ernment of India would finance the 
entire relief. Hiat is the problem 
now. It is not a small sum which 
will be required. My own calculation 
was that it would be about Rs. 10 
crores. The Governors own calcu
lation, I was told was also of that 
amount. Now I am told, after dis
cussion with the Planning Commis
sion team, the amount has come to
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about Rs. 11 crores or so. It has 
come to that. The Orissa Govern
ment have no resources to meet this 
famine relief expenditure. Therefore, 
it is the Government of India which 
should come to their rescue.

Shrl Ranga: What were they doing 
with oil the money?

Shri Mahatab: That is a different
matter. That question cannot be rep
lied here as to what was not done or 
what should have been done.

Mr. Chairman: The question is not 
who is to foot the bill, the question is 
—let the people get the relief.

Shri Mahatab: I entirely agree with 
you that people must be given relief.

Mr. Chairman: And immediately.

8hri Mahatab: I entirely agree with
you.

Shri Ranga: That Government
should be dismissed and the adminis
tration should be taken over.

Shri Ragfcunath Stagh: That is
political propaganda.

Shrl Ranga: Why do you say it is
political. According to him the local 
Government has failed, and it wants 
all the money from the Government 
of India.

Mr. Chairman: I would request
him, he is a very senior Member of 
this House. Let ug have some de
corum. Let the hon. Member speak. 
Everybody will have a chance to 
speak. By intervening continuously 
we lose the trend of the speech.

Shri Mahaiab: I am speaking on
behalf of myself. I am appealing to 
all the Members here and ail Out
sider that the main concern today 
should be relief of the people. Other 
considerations should come in later.
We may accuse the Government, we 
may demand their dismissal or what-
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ever we like, but that should be done 
after the misery \jf the people is 
solved. The immediate problem is 
relief. The immediate problem is that 
people should be relieved of their 
distress. We should take into consi
deration the humanitarian aspect 
now. That is my approach to the 
whole problem. Let us forget far the 
time being as to where the fault lle§, 
abuse of power here and there etc. 
There are matters which can be taken 
up at leisure, later on, but today the 
problem is that the distressed people 
must be relieved of their distress. 
That is the main problem.

That being so, first x>l all I have 
suggested that seed loans, should be 
given immediately. It is already too 
late. It is really not 30th June but 
I was told by the farmers that the 
latest by which the seed loans must 
be given i8 by the end of May, other
wise it would be too late for sowing, 
they say. Therefore, the seed loans 
should be given immediately. I am 
told a discussion is going on between 
the Planning Commission and the 
Orissa Government as to whether 
this should be short-term or long
term. I was asked to give my opi
nion. I said “payable when able.” 
should be the condition. If the crops 
are good, then the farmers may be 
called upon next year to pay. If they 
are not good, nobody can ask them to 
pay next year. Therefore, these dis
cussions are immaterial at the present 
juncture.

The farmers should be given assis
tance either in the form of loans or 
even grants, not only for seeds, but 
also for bullocks. The figure of 
Rs. 14,000 which I have got is from 
the panchayat office itself, and the 
total number of cattle, as far as can 
be judged, sold in that area would 
be about 58,000. That being so, it is 
not an easy matter to purchase 36,000 
heads immediately from somewhere. 
It will take a long time. There is a 
suggestion that large tracks could be 
ploughed by tractors. That is again

another scheme which I am not go
ing into on this occasion, but that is a 
matter for those who are in charge 
to examine whether it is feasible or 
not. Otherwise, to purchase this
56,000 heads of cattle is really a pro
position that is perhaps next to im
possibility. Then, the economic posi
tion of the farmers is such that it 
will take a long time, three or four 
years, to recover from this damage. 
It cannot be expected that next year 
they will be on their feet. Even the 
effects of the 1943 cyclone in North 
Balasore in Orissa have not yet gone, 
people have not yet recovered from 
that shock which they received then. 
I have got my experience of that. Let 
us give all possible help so that these 
people may recover as soon as pos
sible, but it will take them three or 
four years to recover gradually in 
stages.

Then with regard to the adminis
tration I am told a Relief Commis
sioner has been appointed, the ad
ministration is being streamlined. I 
had a discussion with the Chief 
Minister there, and he has been good 
enough to accept some of the sugges
tions how it should be streamlined. 
In this again I appeal to all sections, 
not only Congressmen but those in the 
opposition also to try to help the ad
ministration in all possible ways. Sup
posing at a certain stage they do not 
listen to us, they are adamant in their 
own position, then I think we should 
approach the Government of India to 
correct them because this is a serious 
matter. We cannot go and carry on 
an agitation.

An hon. Member: Thai stage has 
come now.

Shri Mahatab: If that is the point 
of any Member here, then l*t us
approach the Food Minister in his
office and try to get things done. This 
long range discussion probably will 
not bear any fruit. That is my sug
gestion, because the situation is so 
serious and I do not know how to 
describe it.



I give one instance. While I was 
there in one of the blocks, the ration 
cards were not issued because under 
the rules the ration cards had to be 
signed by a revenue officer. The BDO 
was present, the revenue officer was 
not present. I persuaded the BDO to 
sign. I said I would take the respon
sibility and protect him whattver 
might happen. I got it signed by iiim 
and got the ration cards issued. This 
is a small matter but that would have 
meant a delay of two days in distii- 
but ion. i think there are many ways 
in which we can be of use. I have been 
told that opposition Members who are 
very critical here are trying to help 
the administration there. If we nave 
other points to take up, political or 
otherwise let us take them up later 
on, not in the midst of the crisis. 
Let us try and see that people are 
relieved of their distress.

Shri L. N. Btaanja Deo (Keonjhar): 
Sir, I am one with my hon. friend 
Dr. Mahatab who spoke just before 
me that this matter has to be tackled 
from a humanitarian point of view 
and there should be no squabbling 
as to what we should do according lo 
the famine code which is probably out
dated. Our main concern here in a 
welfare state is that we should try to 
bring relief and succour to the people 
when they are hard-hit by natural 
calamities of the type that we are fac
ing in Orissa. Of course I have not 
been to the areas which are acutely 
hit just like my friend the Maharaja 
of Kalahandi and Mr. Pattanayak. 
But from what we gathered from 
papers and from • what I have heard 
from friends, the situation here is 
really distressing and is very acute. 
To tackle a problem of this magnitude 
both the resources at the command of 
the centre as well as the state had 
to be augmented and co-ordinated to 
tackle a matter of this magnitude 
It cannot be left to the state alone to 
And ways and means to meet a cala
mity of this kind. But having faced 
a similar situation in 1954 when I nud 
the fortune of being a member of the 
Orissa legislative assembly, that should 
have opened the eyes of the Govern- 
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ment to meet the situation like that. 
1 recollect what I have said on ihai 
occasion from the long-term point of 
view. Un’ess we tackle this situation 
from a long-term point of view the 
short-term palliative just to meet the 
situation as it occurs does not give 
permanent relief because we know 
from our experience about the vagar
ies of nature, especially in India and 
in the parts I come from. We have 
both the ravages of floods as well 
as drought, if not in alternate yews, 
in periods of cycles because as I have 
gathered these cycles probably come in 
periods of ten years. That is why 
what I had suggested at that time is 
useful in meeting this situation in the 
brick ward areas of those parts of 
Orissa from which I happen to come 
and from which the Maharaja of Kala
handi has come. There are Jots of 
tribal people. I am very sorry to say 
that during the period of the last 16 or 
20 years much has not been done there. 
Their main resource was the forest 
produce and they were destroying them, 
though in our lime also they *ere 
destroying them indiscriminately bui 
there were certain checks. Unfortu
nately. they were merged in a bigger 
unit and the forest reserves of those 
areas arc being depleted; they arc not 
done on a long-term planning to meet 
the requirements of the people. That 
is the main cause of the drought be
cause it is my experience of that area 
and I come from that area, that rain
fall ha; gradually, over a period of the 
last thirty years, been deteriorating in 
these areas because of the lack of 
forests which catch rain. No doubt 
something is being done to meet the 
situation by way of soil conservation 
and to augment the forest resources 
hut not in comparison to the depletion 
that has taken place or is now taking 
place because every year there are in
discriminate encroachments into the 
forests to convert them into land. Un
less this process is stopped we will not 
have adequate forests to catch the rain 
because that is the problem every
where. Deserts are not created in a 
day. The Rajasthan desert or the de
serts in other countries, they take a 
long period of time to come to the pr*-
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sent state. Unless we are able to pro
tect these areas which are being deplet
ed, especially the catchment areas of 
important rivers in Orissa and take 
action to conserve them, I do not think 
we shall fee meeting the long-term re
quirements of that part of the area. 
The next thing what we should do is 
to augment the minor and medium irri
gation projects in those areas. Small 
wells or tanks in the way of relief for 
this problem will not be meeting the 
requirements of the people of these 
areas. It is not that we do not have 
natural water resources. Our Gover
nor who is an expert on irrigation has 
suggested and has probably drawn up 
a long-term programme for this area. 
If that is executed and the planning 
commission gives the directive to the 
state (government not only in the way of 
paper p la n  but with the resources to 
meet these requirements, I think this 
problem could be solved once for all. 
While we were discussing with the 
Prime Minister the other day about the 
problem of these areas, I was one of 
the Members to discuss the matter, I 
was surprised that some of us still did 
not grapple with the situation, and with 
what is the requirements? Certain 
areas were under the rulers or were 
under the vested interests at one point 
of time. Inspite of a long lapse of 18 
years, we still say that these areas 
were neglected in those days and 
because of lack of communication the 
succour to the people did not reach . 
But we forget at the same time that 
the times have changed. Ins
pite of the lapse of 18 years, if we 
have not been pble to develop com
munications in that area, we cannot 
fairly blame those who were adminis
tering those areas and now say that 
due to their neglect of these areas, 
they are such. I give one example 
about the communication problem of 
my area. Those who come from ur
ban areas or thickly populated areas, 
probably may not appreciate the 
difficulty of catering for an area like 
my area of 3,000 square miles where 
communication is lacking. I am very 
sorry to say that in 1962 when elec

tions were in the offing, I went to 
that area and again two years ago I 
wanted to go there. I could not even 
go there in a jeep, leave alone other 
means of communications. There is 
block development. It comes under 
the block development area. Yet 
communications in that area is so 
poor that it was not possible for me 
even to go to these areas. Only in 
summer months one could go there. 
If during those periods it is difficult 
for us as Members of Parliament or 
legislature to go there to find the re
quirements of the people, you can 
well appreciate in times of emer
gency like this what succour could 
be taken to the people in those
areas? I know our Chief Minister, 
who was the revenue minister when 
he tackled the 1954-55 drought condi
tions and the hon. Maharaja of Kala
handi happened to be a member of 
the legislature those days will bear 
me out, tackled that situation ably. 
Given the resources for which our 
Government had approached the 
Government of India, I am sure he 
will be able to tackle the problem 
ahead of us because I know him to 
be verv human and he will not like 
the distress to continue in that area. 
Not that he is not very practical; he 
may be lacking the dynamism of 
some but that does not mean he is 
not in the know of the problem and 
does not want to bring relief and 
succour to the distressed people there.

I would suggest one or two mea
sures for the consideration of the 
Food Minister who had been to Orissa 
lately, though unfortunately due to 
reasons beyond his control, he could 
not go to the actually drought-affect
ed areas. But from what I gathered 
from him during my talk yesterday,
I feel he is in full grip of the re
quirements of the situation prevailing 
in Orissa. He has given particular 
emphasis on seeing that there is no 
bottle-neck at the administrative 
level. A special officer has been ap
pointed who will discharge the duties 
of the Government and do away with
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redtapism. I would urge him to ask 
the State Government to send the 
officers to help the people in those 
affected areas with a missionary zeal, 
as the Maharaja of Kalahandi was 
saying. I happened to go round cer
tain pockets in my area which has 
been affected by drought for the last 
12 years. There is one panchayat 
called Parjanpur panchayat area, 
which has been affected by drought 
for the last 12 years. Yet conditions 
there are not so severe as in those 
areas which are very badly hit. I 
went with the Collector and I found 
wherever the Collector is sympathe
tic and wants to do something, he 
can easily get it done. I was sur
prised to hear from some bon. mem
bers who had visited the severely 
affected area that the Collector and 
some officers in charge of the district 
had not yet visited those areas.

Another matter which I would like 
the Food Minister to consider is this. 
It is not so much the supply of rice 
that we want. If paddy is supplied 
to these areas, apart from foodgrains 
and fodder for cattle we can also give 
supplementary work for the people 
there if the paddy is husked there. 
Besides that, some subsidiary food 
also can be got out of the paddy, 
which is not used as rice, but small 
broken paddy that can be used for 
gruel which can form a supplemen
tary diet.

Hon. Dr. Mahtab referred to the 
tractor organisation in the State. But 
the conditions are such that we have 
got very small land-holdings where 

.even if we have the entire tractors 
at the disposal of the Government, 
we will not be able to cultivate these 
areas, because various complications 
about tenancy rights, etc. would 
arise. So, if we supply cattle which 
can do the cultivation in these areas 
it will be better.

Since the Prime Minister is visiting 
the area shortly, I would urge on 
her to go to the famine-affected areas 
specially and spend more time there

than having discussions with the offi
cials, because that will not only 
create confidence in the people, but 
it will give her an opportunity to see 
things directly for herself.

Shri -Surendranath Dwivedy: Sir,
this is a national calamity. It is 
really a slur on our democraoy that 
after 18 years of freedom, a section 
of our population has been reduced 
to a position where they cannot get 
enough to eat and they have to die 
of starvation. I have been watching 
the proceedings of the House not 
only today, but in the past whenever 
this question has arisen. I am sur
prised not only at the complacent 
attitude of the Government, but of 
my fellow Members of Parliament, 
who ought to take this matter very 
seriously. If even one person dies in 
this land, Mr. Subramaniam may feel 
that his caravan is running all right 
but the disgrace is on very Indian in 
this country. The House should seri
ously consider this matter.

Mr. Mahtab might try to white
wash the whole thing; he may be 
sincerely concerned about the suffer
ing of the people there and therefore 
he may urge “let us forget everything 
and devote our attention entirely to 
removing the distress of the people 
there at the moment” . . .

Mr. Chairman: He said, let us de
vote our attention to that Arst and 
then we can see what can be done 
about other things.

Shri Sarendranath Dwivedy: That 
is what I was saying; there is no ques
tion of interrupting me- I want to 
know what is the controversy going 
on now. This matter was first brou
ght before the Orissa Assembly not 
by me or by any newspaper, but by 
a Deputy Minister of the Congress 
Party who is representing that area. 
He said, the people are migrating 
and the situation ig very serious. 
Children have been sold and unle** 
immediate action was taken, thou
sands will die. What was the re
sult? The reply was, it is a tissue
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">f lies and third-hand information has 
been given; and, that man was asked 
not to open his mouth. That is how 
the situation has been tackled there. 
Here the Food Minister is still not 
concerned with the relief of the peo
ple, but he is only concerned with 
the controversy whether there is 
f'lmino, acute scarcity or starvation 
death. They have not the slightest 
concern. Any person with a little bit 
of concern for the people would have 
apologised before the nation.

See this report. Everybody who 
has visited that place, except the 
Minister and the officials, have said 
there have been starvation deaths. 
But Mr. Subramaniam could not go 
there because of the rains. Without 
waiting at Bhubaneshwar to talk to 
the officers, he should have gone there 
by car. But he did not go there on 
the plea that rains have come. He 
believes the same officers who have 
given this report, which is not worth 
the paper on which it is written. On 
the basis of this report decisions are 
taken. Unless the situation is ana
lysed and properly assessed, no 
amount of relief measures can be 
said to be proper for the occasion. 
Mr. Mahtab says famine conditions 
exist. Why are they fighting shy of 
declaring* this fact which has been 
admitted by all? Everybody who has 
gone there including the Press cor
respondents, except the officials and 
Ministers, has said and corraborated 
that there is starvation death. They 
have no quarrels with this Govern
ment. The Sarvodaya People and 
the Press Correspondents have no 
quarrel with this Government. The 
Staterrwn's correspondent, who is 
writing harrowing tales has no quar
rels with the Government. They are 
giving names after names. The Mi
nister could have taken a day or two 
to verify whether at least one name 
is correct. Even about starvation 
denths, what does this team, on 
which he relies, say? The Orissa Go
vernment had at long last in Novem
ber agreed. Then a Deputy Minister

after visiting that place—Deodhar 
village said there have been fl 
deaths of children due to superim
posed illness and continued malnut
rition and also the death of one 
adult. Mr. Subramaniam should 
sack these people who have given 
this report. It says that any evi
dence of widespread malnutrition 
was not visible in the area. Can you 
believe a report like this? They do 
not know the actual conditions of the 
area. About starvation deaths what 
do they say? Names have been quot
ed by Shri Kishen Pattnayak. These 
names have been published in the 
newspapers giving the names of their 
villages, their age, family names etc. 
But they have not verified this. How 
have these deaths occurred? These 
shameless creatures, they say:

“Our impression is that specific 
cases looked into are cases of 
death caused by prolonged illness 
like T.B., diabetes, etc., commenc
ing long before the scarcity 
conditions set in, though death 
was probably accelerated by mal
nutrition.’’ .

Did these nine children die because of 
diabetes? Can you imagine such a 
report on the basis of which you are 
going to decide what relief measures 
you are going to take for these peo
ple? This is the state of affairs in 
this country.

We should not flght shy of reality. 
There is a false sense of dignity in 
this country. The Prime Minister 
sometimes goes and makes speeches 
in Delhi saying that in this country 
there have been no starvation deaths, 
these cannot be starvation deaths. 
When she goes on repeating, no star
vation deaths, no starvation deaths, 
naturally, the officers who give these 
reports, who want to be good to their 
masters, prepare these reports accord
ingly to suit the statements of my 
hon. firend. Shri Subramaniam and 
the Government. That is how things 
are manipulated and the real condi
tions have been concealed.
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Sir, people are dying in their hun
dreds, That is the actual position. 
It is not a pleasure for us to come 
here and say these things. They say 
it is a surplus State. They say there 
is. no food shortage. If there was no 
iood shortage, why have these deaths 
occurred, why has this sitliation ari
sen? What is the reason for it? Has 
hie entered into it? He says every
thing is quite all right, the State is 
iHTOceeding according to Plan and 
evrything is all right. Then why 
have these things happened? What is 

explanation for it? What expla
nation has he to offer? It is admitted 
by, Shri Mahatab and a so by the re
port here that till the beginning of 
March no relief measures have been 
started in that area. You will be 
surprised to know that in the district 
of Kalahandi—my friends are trying 
to lay the blame on the ex Maharaja 
of Kalahandi although the ex rulers 
are not there an  ̂ although they hold 
the title of Maharaja there are no 
Maharajas existing in this country— 
in the present area which is a famine 
area, which never formed part of any 
native State but which formed part 
of a regular British district, famine 
conditions exists, and ii they declare 
it has a famine area four to five lakhs 
of people will have to be fed till the 
next harvest. That is the position. 
Shri Mahatab may not agree. If they 
once declare that it is a famine area, 
they will have to take up the respon
sibility of feeding these four to five 
lakhs people—I do not say, six mil
lion people.

Sir, scarcity conditions prevail 
there. Everybody is agreed on that 
point. It varies from place to place. 
But acute conditions exist in this 
area where people of all classes and 
stature are unable to maintain them
selves. Even your reilef works will 
not do anything there. In those plac
es it if necessary for the Government 
to declare, at least in respect of that
area, that it is a famine-affected area 
because a large number of deaths 
have taken place.

What they say is, and it was re
peated by my friend, Shri Menon, 
the other day, that there is no ques
tion of shortage of rice, this situation 
has arisen because of lack of pur
chasing power. You will be surpris
ed to know that after this report was 
submitted in February, between Feb
ruary and April all these deaths have' 
occurred. What has been done dur
ing this period? How are you going 
to give purchasing power to the peo
ple? What measures are you actual
ly taking in that direction? These 
are the questions that have to be 
considered.

Simply because the Central Gov
ernment does not want to say that 
it is a famine-affected area, simply 
because they do not want to say that 
these are starvation deaths in Orissa, 
the Orissa Government asks their 
people t° soy that thes are not star
vation deaths. But it has been men
tioned here that a person who went 
to the hospital died and after post 
mortem it was recorded in the hospi
tal that there was nothing in 
stomach and he died. That officer is 
being taken to task. He is asked 
why he reported likt> this This is 
worse than British period. 1 can tell 
you. even the British people, when 
in 1866 a Commission was appointed, 
said that ten lakhs of people died be
cause of the failure of local officer* 
Here they want to protect everybody 
People may die, but they want to pose 
as if they are running this cour.tr,. 
quite well. This really is nonsense 
One cannot stand this disgrace.

Let us frankly admit that there 
has been a lapse. Who is responsi
ble for that? 1 agree with Shri 
Mahatab. I would even say, appoint 
a Parliamentary Commission. Let 
our friends who do not believe thes* 
facts come with us and see things 
for themselves. Let not the Prime 
Minister go over the place in a heli
copter, spend only one or two hours 
in the affected areas and then address 
public meetings at Bhubaneshwar 
We do not want the Prime Minister 
to address meetings there. That is
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not our immediate problem. The im
mediate problem is to go there and 
see what can be done to relieve the 
sufferings of the people. Let Shri 
Subramaniam accompany us Let 
there be a Parliamentary Commis- 
•sion to And out what is the actual 
condition. Let us see what we can 
do. It is not a party question. 
There is no question of any govern
ment being toppled. If there was 
any sensible government here, it 
would have taken over the adminis
tration there. It is a question of 
saving the lives of lakhs of people.
Let us all cooperate and find out the 
facts and suggest measures to save 
the people there. For that, I am pre
pared to say, let us suspend all other 
activities and try to save these lakhs 
of people in that part of the country.

What are they eating? I have be
fore me a sample of this powder cal
led salap out of which liquor is pre
pared. This is being sold in the mar
ket. Can you imagine such a thing?
I have pictures with me here. I do 
not want to take the time of the 
House by showing these very grim 
pictures showing conditions there. I 
do not want to tire the House with 
them, with such horrible pictures at 
this stage.

But let my suggestion be accepted.
Let us go there and see things for 
ourselves. Let five or six Members 
of Parliament go there. I welcome
those persons who do not beileve 
these things to go there and And out 
the facts. Let us sit together and 
think how to alleviate the sufferings 
of these people and stop further 
miseries. Greater miseries are still 
ahead. Whatever you are hearing is 
nothing in comparison to what is 
coW>hig. I can tell you, no amount of 
grants of loans or anything of that 
sort is going to help. One panchayat 
edftied Rs. 14,000 by sale of cattle in 
the market by charging two annas 
for every sale—and these officers who 
went there have reported, that cattle 
has not gone out of the State. I

16101 Famine MAY 11,

think those persons who have not 
even the slightest idea of the living 
conditions of the people were sent 
there. Let them sit here at the Plan
ning Commission table and write
stories for the gratification of minis
ters like Shri Subramaniam who in 
turn will tell the Parliament and 
out side that everything is all right.

Mr. Chairman: Cattle were sold 
individually or in the cattle market?

Shri Surendranath Dwivedy:
Truck-loads of cattle and goats were 
sold in the market and they went out 
of the State. I can tell you another 
thing. In this part of Orissa cattle 
is not available. They come 50 or 00 
miles to our side of the State to pur
chase cattle. Not only people have 
gone out but cattle also have gone 
out. And, who had the heyday? It 
was the heyday for money-lenders. 
It was the heyday—I do not want to 
name any community—of the mer
cantile community.

An hon. Member: Marwaris.
Shri Surendranath Dwivedy: They

have done this. Nobody is trying to 
prevent this and this is happening. 
Now there is no cattle, no seed, no 
capacity even to till the land. When 
that is the situation, what should we 
do? We must see that agricultural 
operations start as soon as possible 
so that they are saved for the future.

Mr. Chairman: The hon. Member
should try to conclude now.

Shri Surendranath Dwivedy: Sir, 
you can ring the bell. You can even 
ask me to sit down. There is nothing 
more for me to say. I do not expect 
anything from this Government. I 
know that is an uPfortuate part of 
this country. Because our people 
are docile, because they are adivasis, 
because they are not politically deve
loped, they are made to suffer. If 
they had developed a situation like 
that in Bengal or Kerala these people
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would not have sat here silently and 
discussed with us what is happening 
there. Because they are peaceful 
citizens they have to die and nobody 
listens to them. It started in 
August, 1965 and now we are discus
sing what relief measures are to be 
undertaken. More than nine months 
have passed and many more months 
will pass like this. That is the situa
tion here. You may ask me not to 
say anything and I do not want to 
say anything.

16 hrs.

Regarding the fair price shops, a 
reference is made here in this report 
that 1,100 or so many fair price shops 
have been opened.

Shrimati Rena Chakravartty: Please
read out that contradictory portion.

Shri Surendranath Dwivedy: There 
are many. What can I say?

Then, l may tell you about these 
fair price shops. Everybody knows 
that Orissa is supplying rice outside. 
There are three types of rice—super
fine, fine and common rice. It has 
been admitted by this report that in 
these fair price shops rice is being 
sold for 9i paise per kilo.

Mr. Chairman: Could I ask you 
what remedies should we adopt now? 
(Interruption).

Shrimati Rena Chakravartty: Over
haul.

Shri Sarendranath Dwivedy: I am
very glad that you put that question.
I am prepared to say this that the 
present Government is thoroughly 
incapable of tackling the situation.

T̂T I m? wWf % VTf?1W
? '

Shri Surendranath Dwhredy: The
Centre should take over the entire

administration and relief measures in 
the area. Let the State Government 
agree but if the State Government 
does not agree, let us invoke Presi
dent's rule, if necessary, or the Cons
titution may be amended, if neces
sary. Again, I say that if they think 
that it is a national cause, that every
body shou'd support this, let the& 
set up a committee consisting of all 
parties to see how to tackle this v*ry 
serious situation there. We are pre
pared to lend our hand of co-opera
tion. I am prepared to suspend all 
other activities and devote ourselves 
completely and fully for that type of 
work together. That is how it should 
be dealt with.

Now what do we find? They go 
to the officials, bring the papers and 
give us the information that every
thing is all right.

Mr. Chairman: He should conclude__„t rti

Shri Surendranath Dwivedy: If you
will bear with me, I was saying that 
there are three types of rice. They 
are completely in the hands of the 
millowners. They are in league with 
the millowners. This is rice that 
has been brought from the fair price 
shop. This is worse than common 
rice and this is being sold for 91 
paise. In the market, they admit, 
rice is being sold for Re. 1. This 91 
paise per kilo rice, according to Gov
ernment’s own verification and cate
gorisation, actually should have been 
sold at 74 paise. Because the mill
owners are supplying it. some minis
ters must have told the supply qffi- 
cer to certify this so that he gets the 
money and he gets a chunk out of 
K. Nobody sees it. So many officers 
are working there but nobody sees 
it. My hon. friend, a Member o f the 
other House, who visited this area, 
pointed out to the officers that this 
is being done. He told the Chief 
Minister there that at least for God's 
sake, whatever you m*y be doing, 
pass the order that whatevW t f fe  of 
rice may be sold there, it will have
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a uniform price, that is, the lowest 
price—76 or 75 paise, not more than 
that. I do not know whether they 
have done that or not.

That is what is happening. These 
matters cannot be tackled only by 
sitting here and saying that every
thing is all right and that everything 
has been done all right. Shri Mahatab 
repeatedly stated as to what the poor 
Food Minister is to dof how can we 
make him responsible for this. Of 
course, he is speaking in Parliament. 
How can he accuse his own friend?
I can understand his difficulty and 
his awkwardness. 1 fully sympathise 
with him. But I accuse Shri Subra
maniam.

$ i

Shri Surendranath Dwivedy: I
charge him for the death of these 
people because fully well it was 
known to the Central Government, 
however halting and whatever may 
be the fault of the State Government, 
that these things are happening and 
it is going to take a serious turn. In 
spite of that, they say shamefacedly 
here again that after the reports of 
scarcity conditions were available 
they were not exporting rice. Shri 
Menon was repeating this that day. 
But the fact remains that in Janu
ary they exported rice. You will be 
surprised to know that —I was in 
Sundragarh District yesterday w h ich  
is affected 75 per cent by acute famine 
and shortage 1 was told, even dur
ing acute shortage in Kalahandi Dis
trict there was some hundreds of 
maunds of rice at Bhawanipatna, and 
it was supplied to other areas, it was 
not supplied to this place. In Janu
ary when there was shortage of rice 
and when it was not sent to that 
area. Shri Subramaniam ordered that 
rice should be sent to Kerala............

Mr. Chairman: You have to con
clude now.
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Shri Surendranath Dwivedy:...........
and to West Bengal. Rice is being 
exported. We have been doing that 
for long. We are prepared to do that 
whenever there is an occasion. When
ever it is the national demand, 
Orissa never grudges doing that. 
Though Orisa is given the lowest 
price, for the national cause Orissa 
does not bother. But is it time, I 
ask you, when there are scarcity 
conditions and they need rice, that 
you want them to export it to other 
places?

That is why 1 say that the serious
ness of the situation has not been 
realised either here or there as a re
sult of which people are dying. We 
are wasting our time here because 
we cannot paint more grim pictures 
than has already been painted in 
newspapers by independent corres
pondents and others who have seen 
the place. It is all there. Only the 
high priests of Government do not 
realise that it is there. So, if the 
discussion has any value or any
worth, let us here and now declare 
that a very serious situation has deve
loped there, famine conditions exist, 
people have died, we shall prevent 
further deaths, we shall see that the 
situation does not deteriorate and we 
will take measures for that. Let
them tell us what are the measures 
necessary for the purpose. It is not 
a question of accusing again, but I 
tell you what harm you are doing.

1 made a press statement and I 
have got a letter from the Bombay 
Central Relief Committee. . . .

Mr. Chairman: Please conclude the 
first part, whatever you were suggest
ing.

Shri Surendranath Dwivedy: I have 
made the suggestion. Let them tell 
us what concrete measures they are 
taking and what sort of help they 
need. Let us sit together, but before 
doing that we must overhaul the 
administration because whatever
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scheme you may have it will not 
work.

Then, they are doing another harm. 
Not only becaus0 of the false sense 
of dignity they  are not admitting that 
there is famine and starvation condi
tions, he has said from Bhubaneswar 
that the situation is well under con
trol. It is really very surprising that 
a responsible person like him should 
say that. He could be agitated when 
there was Hindi agitation in the south 
which affected his constituency, but 
he will not have a little concern 
when there are deaths there. He 
says, the situation is under control!

1 made a press statement and I 
have received letters from Bombay, 
from the Bombay Central Relief 
Committee, saying, “We want to go 
there to help the people and give 
them as much relief as is necessary. 
how we can be helped by Govern
ment, where do we go, how do we 
whether the railways and others 
would give us the facilities." The 
world outside knows that that is the 
situation. There are sufficient patrio
tic. citizens in this country who will 
come forward, whether the Govern
ment helps them or not, to help these 
people and to alleviate their misery. 
But let him say that there is a very 
serious situation. Let us all appeal 
to philanthropic persons, wherever 
they may be, to come forward and 
help these peop’e. Our friends, the 
peasants, in Madras, Andhra and 
other places would come forward to 
part with their seeds in order that 
agricultural operations start there. 
It cannot be done by the Government 
machinery because it moves slowly. 
He does not realise what harm he is 
doing.

Therefore, I suggest to him moat 
humbly that for the sake of these 
people let us admit that there is 
utter misery and there is famine. It 
is a disgrace and, I think, mere resig
nation will not do. By his resigning 
it wil be a political victory for us. I 
think, any respectable person would 
resign, but he would not resign. I

do not press for his resignation be
cause if I had the capacity I would 
throw him out. I do not believe in 
the mercy of persons resigning volun
tarily. The administration has failed 
completely and miserably and he 
should admit that.

- Shri H. N. Mukerjee (Calcutta
Central): Mr. Chairman, it is some
thing that the Prime Minister chose 
to be here *°r a little while because 
she had th? opportunity of listening 
to Shri Dwivedy and for a change 
Shri Nanda also graced us with his 
presence for some time, but I was 
wondering about the whereabouts of 
our Planning Minister who, I thought, 
owed it to the Minister of Food Im
ports to share and, te some extent, 
soothe his headache. But, may be, 
the Planning Minister is trying to 
recover from the impact of what he 
has himself called all “meetings of 
minds" which he experienced and 
enjoyed in America. In Orissa, there 
has been for quite sometime now in 
the political atmosphere a stink which 
rose to hifch heavens when certain 
individuals carrying the names of 
Patnaik an 1 Mitra and so on and so 
forth had created an atmosphere 
about which the wohle country was 
ashamed and remains throughly 
ashamed till today. That was a poli
tical stink and that has been succeed
ed on account of the utter inefficiency 
of the administration, to which refer
ence was made by Mr. Dwivedy in 
such eloquent terms, by the ugly 
smell of death, an excruciating smell 
of death when children die, when old 
people are left to their own resourc
es and whoever has a wherewithal 
to do so walk upto a town nearby 
leaving those areas where scarcity 
conditions are intolerable.

I had a look at those photographs 
which Mr. Dwivedy has brought with 
him and they are such as would 
wring tears out of stones. I remem
ber. the other day. to my shame that 
our friend, Mr. Kishen Pattnayak. 
had brought up the question of star
vation deaths, of children dying, in
fants dying and on that occasion
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there was resistance from the Trea
sury Benches and we had to counter 
that resistance in order to have some 
opportunity for a discussion. Our 
friend, a very good friend, Mr. Hare 
Krishna Mehtab, has suggested that 
we keep politics out of it. Who 
wants to bring politics into a matter 
where humanitarian impulses require 
to be invoked? How can we keep 
away from politics when this kind of 
thing happens? But how can we for
get the Minister over there,—I don’t 
see him; my visibility has probably 
weakened—and how is it that the 
quibbling over words continues even 
to the present day as my friend, Mr. 
Dwivedy has pointed out? How is it 
that in this House on the 27th 0f 
April, the Speaker had to exercise 
his authority after he was goaded by 
some of us, to command the presence 
of Mr. Subramaniam and to ask him 
to report in regard to conditions in 
Orissa? He wanted to go with the 
Prime Minister, clinging to her slrirt 
tails, 15 days later and give a kind 
of report and this House told him 
that he could not get away with that 
kind of absurdity. We had to do 
that.
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In the Oiissa Assembly, I discover
ed, on the 21st of April, the Deputy 
Chief Miniitter—the Chief Minister
has a deputy, a man called Mr. 
Routrey—was breezily telling the 
Assembly that there was an adequate 
supply of rice to meet all internal 
requirement in the State. The 
Statesman reports, and my firend the 
Maharaja of Kalahandi has referred 
to it, that the Orissa State Deputy 
Chief Minister for Community Deve
lopment who represents the only 
Kalahandi electorate where a Con
gress nominee got returned last time, 
had warned the Government as early 
as August that people in hills and 
other areas were in great distress and 
that they urgently needed help. The 
Opposition also was saying the same 
thing. But the Opposition is always 
sought to be black-guarded by Gov
ernment and their administrative

minions who have nothing better to 
do than to dot the i’s and cut the t’s. 
as far as governmental pronounce
ments are concerned. How can we 
keep politics entirely out of the pic
ture? They are still quibbling over 
words. The Statesman reporter who 
is writing a special feature on this 
matter writes very ominous words.
I am quoting his words from today’s 
edition of the Statesman:

“The people who are being fed 
at free kitchens at Khariar, Sina- 
pali and other places look the same 
as those who roamed the streets 
of Calcutta in the black days of 
the Bengal famine of 1943.”

Conditions in l6 llo
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This is the condition of things to 
which the country is reduced by the 
inefficiency, the callousness and the 
criminality of this Government which 
seeks to disown responsibility at a 
point of time when they could come 
forward before the House and the 
country and ask for cooperation of all 
concerned in order to resolve these 
difficulties which arise. We are al
ways ready to offer cooperation if a 
suggestion is made in time and on 
honourable terms. But it is never 
done. It is always done too late and 
in a grudging spirit and they want 
to put us in the wrong by saying that 
we do not give our cooperation. We 
have been trying to do something, I 
have noted the Members like Mr. 
Dwivedy and others have been per
sistently trying to raise this matter 
and everytime there is resistance 
from the Treasury Benches. They 
tell us we are scare-mongering, that 
we ourselves are trying to picture a 
situation in the darkest possible 
colours only in order to give the 
Government a bad name and to hang 
it. The Government does ont require 
a bad name in order to have it hang
ed. As far as the people are con
cerned, they know what this Govern
ment is worth. Only because they 
have not yet got the organisation and 
the kind of political consciousness 
that should go along with that orga
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nisational ability that this Govern
ment still continues to cling to power. 
They can only cling to power by the 
power of the purse, by that kind of 
ugly machinations, but they have no 
moral right to remain in authority 
in any part 0f the country. And 
Orissa is the pointer; the handwriting 
is on the wall.

They are postponing the elections 
in Orissa, one reason being that the 
people of Orissa in spite of their being 
submerged, in spite of their being 
considered to be not particularly 
advanced as far as political consci
ousness goes. They are still very well 
aware that this Government is no lon
ger able to serve the people and 
should be given the order of the boot 
as soon as that is possible. How can 
we keep out politics when the food 
policy of this Government has conti
nued to be such a very tragic farce 
ever since 1947? In 1948 in two 
years’ time, they said, we would no 
longer need food imports; in 1950,
there is another target year; then, 
Mr. S. K. Patil begins his buffer 
stock idea with P.L. 480 bounty; in
1966, they said, we shall cease to de
pend on foreign imports and Mr.
Subramaniam—I don’t blame him; he 
has inherited the legacy—says, in 
1971 or 1972, we shall perhaps be 
able to do something. How can we 
forgive this kind of Government?

We are told that the whole country 
is covered with community develop
ment schemes and national etxension 
blocks. The former Minister who i* 
an enthusiast, almost an evangelist, 
in regard to this matter said once 
that we have 15 million village volun
teers able to do all kinds of work. 
Where the devil are they? Where 
have they gone? Where have they 
vanished? Why cannot we mobilise 
the man-power of our people? Why 
do we have such a million strong 
volunteer force?

Mr. Chalrmaa: Who is he?
Shri H. N. Mukerjee: Mr. S. K

Dey. When I said he was an evan

gelist. I thought you recognised him. 
I may have used expression of a
tenuous character.

Mr. Chairman: I have to learn it
from the Professor like him.

Shri H. N. Makerjee: Perhaps, you
came to this House only in 1962. If 
you were her© since October, 1952, 
when that portfolio was created and 
Mr. Dey began to function, you would 
have collected so much material
about his evangelist activities that you 
would not have needed any kind of 
explanation.

Here, in this country, I refer to the 
Minister of Planning, not particular
ly because I like the look of his face, 
the problem is that there are pockets 
of distress in the State of Orissa, 
particularly in the ex-princely States 
of Orissa—I am not going to blame 
anybody—or in north Bihar or in 
Rayalaseema district of Andhra and 
s0 many other places which could be 
named or in Rajasthan from where 
plaintive telegrams are coming that 
there is no water, that people are 
crying for the sake of drinking water. 
We are celebrating the Gandhi Cen
tenary and Mr Ranga and I and Mr. 
Dwivedy are all called upon to parti
cipate in meetings to discuss such 
things as national integration, in 
order t0 commemorate Gandhiji and 
all that and the people do not get a 
drop of water to drink in Gandhiji’s 
country! There are in Rajasthan and 
in so many other areas of our coun
try pockets of distress. What has the 
Planning Commission got to say about 
it? Why don’t they look after theae 
areas? Why don’t they have the 
priorities? They have a sense of 
priority, I hope. The priorities should 
be set up and some kind of effort 
should be made to work according to 
those priorities. Many of the peo
ple concerned who are suffering are 
aboriginals, the tribal world of our 
country which is sometimes in up
roar. But they are Innocent people, 
God’s own children, so to speak, in
nocent of the trappings of the mise
rable kind of civilisation which so
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many of us seem to be proud of. 
These aboriginals of this country, 
from one end to the other, from 
Nagaland and Mizo land to Orissa, 
to Bastar, to wherever you look, are 
in trouble, in distress, in agony and 
all that. What we see from time to 
time is that we appoint a committee 
or we send a study team or we ar
range a seminar of something of that 
sort. This kind of thing just will not 
pass muster. The people’s grievances 
ai'ii mounting in this country. Woes 
and indignities abound in this country. 
It is disgrace abounding, in a man
ner which no civilised community can 
tolerate for any further length of 
time. But the rulers of our country, 
whether in the Centre ’or in the States 
never care for the people. The ad
ministration is preoccupied with 
other things, and the sufferings ac
cumulate.
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But, as i have said before in this 
House, the line between hunger and 
anger is very thin, and when the 
anger of our people, the disinherited 
of our land who have suffered through
out the ages, is roused, it may be that 
situations might arise in comparison 
with which the Russian revolution 
would look like a tea party. In this 
country you never know what things 
might happen. Provided you have 
the understanding, the wisdom, the 
insight to approach the people in 
time and bring something like a 
healing touch, you can perhaps 
manage the problem. But who is 
going to manage the problem? Has 
this team of Ministers led by who
ever is there for the time being got 
the slightest suggestion or trace of a 
capacity to tackle with imagination 
and power the problems which face 
this country? Have they got the power 
today to approach the people, to tell 
them plainly about our difficulties, 
not to put a cloak on our difficulties, 
not to hide the fact that in parts of 
our country people are starving, not 
merely mumble about the image of 
India being distorted? The image of 
India is blackened enough in the eye*

of the worid. But h a ^ ^ i i^ G o i^ -  
ment led by whoever it is, got t^e 
imagination, the power, the jgumption 
the strength, the character, to appear 
before our own people, not only in 
Parliament, but also in the country 
and do things and say things ;whi$h 
would enthuse, which 'would bring
about the result? No; they cannot do 
it. That was why Shri HSurendrsnpth 
Dwivedy hud to *ay tfiat ît would be 
like Kerala or West Bengal ia QriftBft; 
unless you look out, Kerala every
where. wou’d come into the picture, 
and there is no doubt about it. ;

I do not want merely to say things 
in sharp criticism of Government, 
though they need to be said and they 
deserve it. I say at the same time also 
that we have to make a more cons
tructive approach because for a tem
porary solution of problems we have 
to try to help as much as possible.
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In regard to what is being done, 
this report has been amply dealt with 
by Shri Surendranath Dwivedy. But 
even this report suggests that in the 
free feeding centres, the quantity sup
plied appears to be—-they cannot say 
more than that—rather inadequate. 
I do not know what to say or think 
about this tfort of thing. Only one 
meal is supplied, and even the official 
team which goes, at the time when 
things are rigged up, I am sure, in 
those particular free feeding centres, 
has discovered that the one meal sup
plied to these poor starving famishing 
people is inadequate. Do afomething. 
Please do increase the quantum of 
food,— whatever you have got—from 
these free feeding centres, and get 
the assistance of non-Offlcial agencies. 
Do not stand on ceremony. Do not 
stand on ceremony in regard to no
menclature about famine or scarcity 
conditions. Do not stand on ceremony 
regarding Government being able to 
control the situation. It is no use 
controlling the situation; do some
thing to relieve the situation. For 
that purpose, get the assistance of the 
Ramakrishna Mission or other phiUn-



thropic missions govne of which have 
already approached Shri Surendra
nath Dwivedy.
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In regard to work being offered to 
the people, let us find out what kind 
of work could be given, whifih would 
be continued even when the rains 
begin, because the rains will sbon 
start and the work has to be of such 
a nature that work continues. Even at 
the present stage, this committee re
ports:

“The result of our enquiries is 
that on an average an adult gets 
about 62 paise a day for the sort 
of work he is putting in

While he ought to be able to earn 
at least Rs. 1.25, he is getting only 62 
paise. Therefore, this aspect has got 
to be lobked into.

In regard to supply of seeds, as 
Shri Mahatab has pointed out, the 
supply of seeds should be made in 
good time so that the results can be 
Commensurate. The loans also have 
been referred to by Shri Mahatab. 
The fear is expressed that if we give 
the loans a little too early, people need 
food so badly that the loan given for 
seeds or implements or whatever else 
which may be necessary for agricultu
ral purposes would be eaten up, because 
the people would want to buy the 
food as soon as they get the mtoiMy.

Shri Ranga: Cattle-feed is also need
ed.
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whatever else you have got into the 
picture and see that the loana are 
properly utilised and are really help
ful. So also, do something in regard 
to the farm labourers who have left 
the agricultural areas and gone to 
some other township or some other 
areas, many of whom are missing, be
cause there are photographs of peo
ple, women and men waiting for their 
children to come back. Do something 
about the return of the farm labour
ers.

Then, this report says that medium 
and minor irrigation schemes could 
be of great help. But how is it that 
after so many years of talk about 
medium and minor irrigation schemes. 
we have not got much progress? We 
have Ministers here, the Minister of 
Irrigation end Power, the Minister of 
State for Irrigation and Power, and 
we have umpteen material and litera
ture supplied over what we are doing 
about the irrigation projects. How is 
it then that medium and minor ir
rigation schemes go on being neglect
ed for so long?

Then 1 would say, let immediate 
decisions be taken, because the reports 
are ready; you do not have to appoint 
another miserable Commission or 
committee or whatever it may be; 
the reports are ready on the basis of 
which, facts are available, on the basis 
of which you can have a scheme for 
the specially derelict areas of our 
country, and in regard to Orissa, let 
immediate top priority measures be 
taken so that the suffering of the peo
ple could be alleviated.

VAISAKHA 21, 1888 (SAKA)

Shri H. N. Mukerjee: I say that in 
regard to the loans, there is a fear 
expressed that thei loans <mi£)t be 
eaten up by people who are so much 
in distress that instead of keeping the 
money in reserve for the purchase bf 
implements or seeds or whatever else 
might be necessary for agricultural 
operations, they may eat it up by way 
of purchase of food; but even so, 
make a proper calculation, get the 
panchayats into the picture; get your 
national extension service blocks or

I would, therefore, conclude by 
saying this. We all want to bring 
whatever alleviation is possible to the 
misery of our people who are suffer
ing in Orissa; whether they suffer in 
Orissa or Bengal or Kerala or Gujarat, 
we all suffer. Who lives if Orissa die*° 
Does India live if Orissa dies? wo 
cannot conceive of that kind of con
tingency. Let us all behave in a man
ner which would really mean that as 
Indians we feel for the people* of 
Orissa. Let Us try to alleviate the
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position. But at the same tune, here 
in Parliament, we try to function to 
the best of our ability which may be 
very little; we try to function as the 
mouthpiece of the people. The people 
have suffered beyond words in Orissa, 
as they have suffered beyond words 
and will continue to suffer beyond 
words in many tather parts of the 
country; to that suffering, it is our 
bounden duty and obligation 
to give voice in the forum of 
the nati'on. That is why we have to 
to say, at the same time as 
we offer whatever possible co-opera
tion available to Government and 
is acceptable to Government and will 
actually be taken by Government, 
that we have to voice our indignation 
at the indignity to which our own 
people have been subject, the indig
nity of the utterest kind of poverty 
which has meant the kind of starva
tion deaths as have been reported from 
Orissa.

Mr. Chairman: Shri K. C. Jena.

Shri S. M. Banerjee: Are you ex
tending the time for this discussion?

Shri C. Subramaniam: I have to 
reply to all the speeches, and for that 
I require at least half an hour. The 
debate has to conclude by 5 p .m . If 
you are going to call any other Mem
ber now, I do not know how I shall 
be able to reply to the debate.

Mr. Chairman: He can reply to
morrow.

An hon. Member: It is only for 2\ 
hours.

Shri Surendranath Dwivedy: Let it
be extended. In order to enable the 
hon. Minister to reply adequately, let 
us extend it.

Mr. Chairman: We may extend it up 
to 5.30 p .m . and the hon. Minister may 
be called at 5.30 p .m .

Shri S. M. Banerjee; You may ex
tend it up to 6 p.m.

Shri Nambiar: All sections of the 
House may be given an opportunity.

Mr. Chairman: There would not be 
enough time for that. Let us see.

tft sNt (*nr*>) : HiTi'Tfd n ftor ,

175 ^ f̂ nrW IV fff*M sftr
OTfarrftm tft s w  50 55

£ I t̂cTT ^ fa
* t  5 R W T  «FT it*  f a f l f  ffT^FT

£ 1 *ft sft m ftrv farfr!
& * f  fSrwT f t  frorrft f t  ^ 1

1 00 T̂RT % VT
qW TT fa?TT 3TRT eft q?TT fa  ^ftHT
fT  HFT 9WTTT TT inTTT fflcTT ^ I «ft 

t  fa  fo ffa  
^TTTT % ^t yl*i % 57^
f i n H f  $ 1 vft *trr $
fa  ^rfr ffR  ?ft fttTT £ 
wftrrr ;rft ffrrr fa  srf t̂jt itttt

TRTTT TT I W  *JH ^t cffr T f 
T^t ^ r T V  % TRT «Tft M TcT I

* f  ^ rrt v v ft  vtvtztvcit 
?̂t ;T t̂ 5TTtT %nM

vnrrvr m 1 ft*rr 'tj^ t ^ 1

xx ht?t *ft f̂t t t  irnrr
m nvr vmfT

% t  1 t r 1 wrt $t irhrr ^
flTTf *TT frr Mrfcfclf. M+̂ M *TRTT
TfflT t  1 f^  ft  t^t WW?Z
*fT *TT W  3TPTT v w  £ I TT*
Tt * ft  TK fTTFffe ITT ^t fFT% ITT
TTrft t  I srf̂ r Tpar % (TFT
fa  IRTVf^T T̂T 3ft ITTTTT %

^nrr ft  TRft | iftr ̂ rft Tt fwf^-
^rt ?rwi*ra ft  ^nrft ft 1 Trftwr %
13 f^ r  ?  1 ^ ^

WTVTVTt f̂t fTf̂ T f t  ^ I



wk 6 fawf ^ f j  ;jrer wi 
farr% *tt fin ’ ^ f̂tr ^  6 ^
4mhFI <, ^vrtw iflr

I ?̂ T finrf if 3T TRT% TT 'FH^
^  srrfr £$ ft I

i f  M  vr^ ^rnrv *̂f)*i 
1 42 *TTO 88 ^TT IT̂ ry ^ | ^  ^ ^
hi0*> f̂t( *iC 112  ?=rrar
75 ^str 400TTfrif i ^ r i f  
<re fopr *rf*r 'T>̂ nr t o  $ i ft f t  
JTT̂ T I  18 mw 23 fpnr 400 r̂ J¥ iflr 
vtfw v <1?^ *>V 3ft fTTf̂ T j f  ft HT f t  

w xt ft 42 mw 14 fpnr 300 c ^ f  i 
*prc w  *fY tfifH *rtr vfftrv

vt {tc6i r ^ l  3TRT J’Tt’ *P?t $ft 
*TT9(T fttft ft 60 <TW 37 f^TT *ftr 700 
t^ry i f̂t ^nfhr %?ft % «ft N̂tt 
for ,t ^  v?rnrr 112  wra 75 fm r  
400 if *rtY *pft 60 r̂ar
37 tprrr iftr 700 ir̂ nr itVt in ft Tft
52 wrar 37 ST̂TTT 700 fireRft

vt $Tfr *r̂ t & 1 ŝ Tfft gnfhr 
i f  * r t f  f r fa  snft fc 1

5*rfar *ft ¥RT for Tffal a|%
faWf1 ST̂ PT i f  f^RV t f “F HTWPft fTT tJV
f?Tfif urfarnft ^ ftv r  f  ^ rif 

<tt m f f  f t  srfa j f  ft 1 
t o r  ^ff forte tftr ^t N t wtvtt 
*?t P<Ml£ ft fftcTT for 185

36 ^TT 24 5 f*H6<i Hi*i l̂f»i 
5W ffPT f i  ft 1 f̂o>H fr f̂ci y® ft 
for i j f m  ^rnrr it^ t  wiittt ft v f f fv  

T̂TVTT W»T Ipprlw fflnt 
ft ^rhrr ^ ttv r  i t j t w  vt 

^  ^ R ’ v^cft J I «nft ?TT ifh rr  
WTVTT ^ fh r  flfWT TT ^  TPT r ft  

TTf ^ for w h I  ^  VTUTV
^ v r  vd/l î r̂ 1 r̂jOn v tv tt  ?nft 
fo^vft JJST % VWT foqfw if Tfft j f  
t  «fVr fo^rft ?̂TT fPT% TT 
v fo r  CtHT ?T fWT̂  % f ^  f ’RT Tihn
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WTVR T̂T ^  ^  'STRTT ^ for
vt ir r fw  fwf?r f̂t for ^ ^ r
^T7% % f i tu T WTVTT foRTft mf«PF

- î^cfi ^ ^ f t  ^T^rwr wrr

^  ^TTfô  I

14.36 hrs.

(Mr. D eputv-Speaker in the Chair]

VTTTfe’ % VVT if f t  HTTTT 
?TT*F if VHT f t  T̂ T t  ^  ^ T  ?ft^ foTFT 
wrr f t  t t̂ rt ^  jft^T f  wf qiTT
irwt* ft t»t ^ r  fom t̂̂ tt ^

w*=t % f ^  |ft m ®tt %
I W  t  l F&VK

^irnft ^ VTW ?T  H
ft ^  fT»r tft fomr f„ i m

vnr VT W^hrvr fô TT TPTT ^ for 
arf ? m t  Ŵ TTf fTT I  | T?T % tPTTWT
irt m ^ ft  t, w r ”T ?friT {  

m m  % tp%  f t  wftw^r
fo^rr »rqr Jt 1 wrtr **wf wfr,
Tit?rf r̂ r p f  wtf rfrz f^ n ft
for f^rfir ^pr v ft  It iw  f t  f t  wftt 
rnHnl ft %for?T fo*T if irwr ^  
f t l i r f t m n f t f o r  T f f f f o 5 T i f T t ^  
iftiHT fn'iMi vrffrr vnffr rnp ^  nr^n 

^ 1Hl*l f t t  VTRT *TTTTT ?T?ft
VT I Q $ f̂t WTR ft  7fT ft ffTTF(t 
<rtr * tr ?T7VTTt * iFW [ T t r f  wrr T f t  ft I 
■Js'lti 1 >̂t U'ti'h f̂t ^  VT*T Vr
T|fr f̂  wYt %^r >mTir f t  wmr 
ifrr TfT ft 1 v»ft vtptt âmr mmr r̂ 

Jf fm»i frTTtjir vrm rhft % 
Wfrmrr iftfor v r  jrnrff r̂ r̂ fr *iH^q 
^ q -  «ft ft * tt*  >nrnr vt 
fo^T Tt VfT for Q R 'RTT'T
£f1W< JHTTIT WTff'T fTT J*RT f̂*TT ft I ^

r̂ for vtv^r ih p ' fftf
WFf tft ^ W t ft ift f t  arf ^for HTt3ftsr^
$  t  ^TTf ffV 1

21, 1888 (SAKA) Conditions in l6 l2u
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«<*f>r< tr^TTK ^rr r̂f̂ x> 4>-s^



[*ft ihn ]

HTtqftgW if *2  fT  $ Tff %
fa^nr r̂sTT *ft w r wr ft ? 
*Pm $n*l I ?T 1RTRT V̂ T̂T fa Vfir
?t 3Tft *Ftf z f t  *TT Tt’T f<S<ai| ^ 
"3TJT*H 4>K  ^T CJTR- ^  flW P "
^  V T^^ ’Tf'VT ^ f«f» •’i trv 3R7<T cTl <. W '*
f^W 7¥TT ir d*̂ H Pi»-5I f̂V ft $ ^
*?t TFT7̂  VT̂ TT I

th% m̂q- ift ^mr *sfr farrt * arr 
TTfr jtw t f^vnrr «tt *n̂ r ^t JTjff ft 
wfev 5ttot vntft ffor <Tf% *rr ft i 
#  ^  ^  VTFrr̂ hft w r  tn i ^irrrnrr 
ATf* % fiRTt fv  ^<9qitf) ^  wrr
^vttt vt Ssrr, «rf *f  ̂f^nr% *nw 
OT% % fw^ %H i 'Ipl, % f îi’
^Ms I *T$t 79% % f̂ TT r̂T »T?ft ^T 
gvrrcft ^ *rtr vw *ft ft m r  
>̂t faffa &mr fknx^ % vtv <rhft 

*>t vaf«ji sfa  ift v ttv  ft  n̂fy ft . .

vTmyp : impfhr fraw *>t 
innr w^iki trt TfT ft i

nit m m  : TO $  ?T*nV1 |Pr *T7 T$T
j? i ff vn^i irfrrr ^  gvgrnnr it *j^n
f*F *<*fl 'fll fr^tai ^t r̂nr 7fT ft 
T% f̂ TT f̂®FT*T $m  tT̂ TTiTV 
HitJ* % WtTPTT far ĵ5T n̂ r ^  infhr #- 
*5w<i *T Tjj $̂ W*I <dr5 I
fTTT îP?Ji» I 3ft fTrfWi VT 
ift Tfrr ft vrfrvr <TT̂  vt ^
•̂‘<5 *T ft  ŜTT̂T I ff Hl r̂il  ̂ fv   ̂*̂ >i *

vr <rtr tnr wtt ^ rtt ft
f*F n̂r if TT*T 7TJJT FTPT̂ T fft I
1IW TTR TT3TT WT ft R̂T »iw>fii

trnrvt trmr ^ irv, ^pt w% 
frr % 'tr«RT >̂ TR y^T frr ?̂ »tt i
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?TTVTT f»T VTT«T Hff fftrTT ft :—

a^rni^ yfdOHM'i, f̂ T3T~
2R, fSTVpT ^iTT, T^TR 
»ih*hH, »TtTR‘i ?T̂ T̂ T*T, T̂FTFT 
JTff?raRR, TTR 
^ffcf^firT, imrrvTT: r  
STOVT f̂ T̂ T: TTSR fw^-
\̂r<Kfd I

T̂ TRTST W t^T , HWVt ?TTirr f̂ 
^4N>i W  ^TT ^ T  ^ I WT^TVTT
% r̂nr ^ttvtt i *rf ft i
T fiT W  % TT̂ T̂ r %  THTT TT
*TT T̂TVTT T̂T WT ft I !̂q«i ?T
«raTm, “t b̂ttctt̂  srf^rtwr” ^r
^ V T  ^ In i ft, WT^t ^ T%  if ,

<i ■S i f  f*i^t ^ ffi fti <1*0 wr& ^ttwht 
wft T̂ffTT f̂ r aft <rt»r f t  ^  ft,
^ rrt q r  wrr %ftr ? r t  wfmrr ^r?-
aPTPTT ITT̂  I

f%fprr” : TT 3rt
ill( ft, T̂i<"0 'drl '̂)

% '•iIni ft, "3 f̂t STVTT f^TT^’ ^*i i f  f^ci^ 

wf %ftr ijjft «rr^ft ft, ^ r̂r 
^TT ?RVTT TT vftTVTR" ft I

“ fvnfT?[ fTTf *f I t-Tt
^  mcm «fTr m rr ^ ^jtttt ft 

i^ft ?TTf wtwht *rr -qif^u f v  ^ r r  
v t  <n*wt ?TTf % 'T«T̂ r w tr ^ ttoi

% 1̂*1 ̂  I

"TfHTR »T*T̂ nT, ^HTPT ^TiT^JT : '
^ t v i  ft, ^t% ® t? ^  ?rft
■J7T ? T ^  ft, Sirf̂ TTT qW t vfrr TTT 
^  JTFft «ftTT VTT T̂T ft I p ft M+l' 
T l  T¥ ^nff^TTf ^rtr TRT-^^K M I^t 
*TT d«H4 5̂t^t ^r * ^6H1
■jfsRT ft I



16123 Famine VAISAKHA 21, 

“ h m h  ” : f̂ RT vwhr
TC ft  5TRTT *Tft I7!
% JT̂ t X ^  f, HmI ^ft RT 
WnjZTT qT?ft T̂T % I w t  5Tf»TT *TT*FTT 
^t ^rff^ fa  T̂fT 3Tfw T̂ft f t   ̂ ^  
3TfT «TTO OT *Tt £, 3 ft  <TT 
<1>fl "Ft -d d> IMI 5THf I

IPR *K+K jftfcT T7" <ff
*Tf H<+f VTinr T ^ f t  I f̂t*T TH ^ t
facrft ft  f^rrr ^ s f t r  q<«vm
T f  T7TVT * T t  T^ ft, 3 f  f7  ^  ’T%Tft 
%̂ T aff ^ fft % f^Tt ’trtr faRW *t 
T ^ f t  I

«ft «ft*> v^rarf: ymww ffftar,
#  «*Tflrir f  fa srtaT *t *t MdHitf f t  f  

3ft TT fatf rTrt% BTt? ®t£ *^ft 
*ftT TT-i i R^I ^t fĉ TT flTVR %
^t |, inn: 'H<4>i< vnfrrr fftft, eft 
^ fat %^T ?rr% SITC ^̂ cftvhl ^ ^ft I 
%fa»T $ tffffTrTT f  fa  *Tf *pf V̂t fm  
¥TVTT T̂ Tft »Tft & I %■ WIT <H1M, 
■̂*TT̂  WTC TTtWT Vl * ^ +1M3HI  ̂ fa  
irmr ......

«ft ftnf Jtrrn r̂ : i

«ft Xo * t °  w**f : .......... TT3r^TPT
f̂t *ft *Kt £ I »prTTcT % I f f  fa r f r  t  

fa  *ft ^ v w r t  ^ XX *T*f % 
PRitVT * fofT £ fa  TT% qTff d.*r 
miMKM ^  ^ fa  # tTt̂ n r̂t 
3 ttt m ^mr £ w$, wt vbi^t^wfi *tt
fliHHT WTT £ I

®Nt *TfT5*r fas^r fa fr  ?*T T̂T̂ T X 
?TT'®r snjt Tf ?r% fa  <jH+i 

fftt ^Th^i < VTT̂ - % w*wf
MMT *TT I %fa?T ^  JJf ^H»iT
^ITfcTT f  fa  ITTftrT ^ f  T ft? rr % ^ T T f r f t  

f t r r f  iffr  C TV t ^  f*ft T f t  in  
3ffT ^ V R Tt 3|ft vn«5t *Ttir WK 

652 (Ai) LSD—13. ’

J <rtr vn>t 9rt*r vr ^ jik v t

^ I P̂TT *Tf Hft ?Tft fa  ^R1 T̂f 
^yrt^T  'Tf%, ?ft ^ffat SRTPTT 7PTT fa  
Tf anfw ^t TTf #, ITT faWeft
*̂t %, <i*1 T^rfat ’Tft ITT

5fft v t ^ *rk Tf% ^nfr |?
f̂?ft iTftor fa'TTTt ^  ?rfrT ffW eft

i»r?r ^ fltr fv^* ^ Pf» To fr̂ nRrt ^  
vr^ % <ic^t ^  1 

?ft ¥tt ĵ»t i^ tv t  ^ ^ t  r̂r w ? f  «r ? 
vtt WTftlFr (̂?t ^ ft  ^ ft%  ^fT
41^ W«T T̂TTT s f?TTT ? f*TT Tf 

*T̂  fa 5TI% Vttfft * $ T  ^  Tf^ 
?nt «?T, TT V^rvf f̂ 3TT̂  ^ ft X X  

STVTT ®̂ t vfe*T Tr̂ fST f t
ift? yn  yy irrgt ^t yj- q-?̂ MTT*flr yt y r  
^  f, f*nr % vtutt tt ?rnr^ft7 ®rnf 
^  ?  ? fm t  f̂t ^ r ^  ?reft f , v t t
^ f t ^ f a n t ^ f t  ^HTf 3|T W!T x&WX 

+<HI ftcTT ^ ft !f^t fWt
|, 9rt ^  v f f  f  1 f*ft
^  ^  iTft^T »ft H fa r ^ r  ^  ITT VT
t t  ^ f a t  , ^fT 0  qj»rr
j t  It I

ift ^ rt ?  ,

»(t ftrw *rmw*r : T?ft% f*r^ 
t  W  t  1

*ft» iw iif: ^  far Trrnpfr 
^ «rf f»f»TT T̂f<Tr f  fa ^ f <mr s^ r 

% ^  f , ^ift irnr îft,
?ft 7TPT 1JT WTT ^ t  i f ' ft% WT̂ t 
$ • 

Wt JT*̂ ftT W t f, T!T »t ¥TffT 
ift̂ T f, fa Titwr ^ r̂*r faff ?rcf irr 

f  I ^ffa’T T̂̂ ft Hftr*T 1TT-1TT
i  fa «r?t vwwft $  ifhr x fi  
f t  % 1 % far ^ fw r % %ttz
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*R7T, TOT, 3*TT * f a f  * t f  ift «RT1T
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[«ft *T« *ft° Vrff]
* 41*11 % ^  jfanrrct % *ftr 

*rt % r̂n?> <TeTT 
P fa* 7̂T 4*fei *TT 3ft 1RVT 

f^rf?T f t  *Tf 3*T fan* gst^T 
*ft %7rft*r ^Rvrr Tt f̂f
far̂ gM $ 1

^fT *TT f̂t <ft*T *nft ?̂t
fa'Ttt 5ft tp t 1 $  ^ r r  T̂feTT £ 
f a r w T J T f ^ r ^ ^ ^ f a * ^ ^  
% ^ T R  3*T tm TT q^fff % «ft*T f3TTT

fa*n *ptt, frw  ^ *TTeT
ĴTTT T̂ T̂ rr ^T% *TT ST# fâ TT *RT I 

$  *7f S^TT Mlfcell $ far 3TW * f  £t*T *fT 
«Tjf̂ t «ft, eft 3*t% WT STRT STFTT «TT I
inrr ^t*ft % ?j^f wr It
TTet % fâ TT cTT Q72TT ft*TT, eft % 
^ t  JTf ^T *T% ft̂ T far ^ ft % f̂t»T fa*T 
?TTf % ^ R T t  % *tt * f  t  ?

$  *TT'T?TT |T fa- ^rt^T *Ft F̂TcTT 
«-H {£ I <FTT 'dilttl F̂t 'S’RrfT vt T̂T*Jcf
ft% % * ft  qr ^ ft  qf<fc«ifo qrr 
^  ft<fft, eft %TT <si*̂  1 ci % far 'd'Sl̂ ll ^t 

HTVTT VnTR- ?Tft T f ?TVcft <ft I 
^T 2Rrf T ftm  % 3fr *T*ft, * f t  HTTTT ft, 
3ft W^lHTT «t><M ^Teft T̂TVTT t ,  

*rc*rrr ^t v n f a  *?t ^ r  Jf fa^
?TT «reRT T̂T Tft wtT TfT 3TT 7fT  ̂
fa  3ft *TT ?Pfft -̂ *iiq ?Tft ft̂ TT,
m*r ^ n r r  % fpt f t  »ft
ft*TT I

m r r̂w far ^  % ^far^rm t , pr^Wt 
% wtr ^ ftir  ^rvtt vsfî ft  ̂ fa  ?̂r 
t̂ VTT̂ T ?»ft T^t  ̂ ^  fantr^Tft

^ far ^ft^T ir ^tr?T ISTFTT ŜT% 
«nm rr Tt 3tt% i ^  f*w, «ft far^R 

+, % ^RRT %" 4A T̂ 
% ?rnr w*r  % %fn «ft f f ^ t  % xft % 1

îfaiH faw T̂ft qr Frt7! fâ TT T̂TT 
*TT Tj |( ftr T^(

^T*ft T̂TWT VfT v s n  ^ 1̂ 1 far f̂t̂ T f̂l[% »t 
*T^ I fatl 1 *fl V t ?TW>T̂ t «Tt»T fa t̂
5TPT f f t T  q^<iT ifr^  |
Jft^ r » r T W  f W  1̂7% I t  »TTTFrTT 
f  fa  JTf ?̂V t  I

>Tf &fTt %TFT VT |«rfnr t  fa  fan? 
^ Tfr *?cft ^ft ^ f t  f?t w n n v  ^ ftrw Tir
ct^T«t »̂TT ^Tff%, ’tTR ’ I
i* m  % Ml ĉi ¥T HT̂ TT 3R WT ? ff ? 
?ftr '37T rft^ft % V̂ yR- 3TT T^fSTtW WTT 

f , 3ft ITT ^ r  f  I ^ fmndl  ̂ fa
^ tw r  ^  3f t  M p r^ r«  ^r’TVT fr,
?7T ?TcT ^t ̂  fa  ŜT % WT
fft% 3TT T f  T % I

% srr^ % f w r  *RT°rn' wft
^TT% ^t 3|Tcft f[ I 5UJTT3T ^ift %
I T t  % W>V\ ^fT 3TRTT t  fa  ^ K T  îfT^T 
f t  »1 f  f , fa^T Vt ^3Tf % 5fR ?TT n f , ^ 
F̂̂sfr 3f?t irrm t  fa  'rmT vs  »rt, ^»tt

*?fT 3fT̂ T t  fa  ^  T? TTm I ^ ^̂ nneTT 
jj fa: VTJT ^T T̂cT 5fT 4>^m f t  

fa 3Tt qT̂TT T5T p., 3tjft  ̂ T* tTTT
% ITT W W V  ?T^T Tt T^T %t 
eft m f\  eHT f t  3TT̂  I S f t  *TT 

M T O fT  ^ t rTTTTJ % T f T  3TRTT % 
f a  SPTT ^TfTVT 3f a  % f t  3HIT, *TR*J*T 

^ fa  % f t  3rnT, eft ?rrft ^ t^  far r̂ ^rr^^ft,

^ fa *  * R T  ^ r r  T?  TRT, eft f^T JT^T ĤTT 
^  I ?ptt farf?T^ft ^ t VTBnTTWt ^T 
ITTHTT %Ŵ T TTeT <T7 % fa  fTRt 
^ fa % ft 3 n % !f tT ^ n J T ft ,  ?rt fa r  
f»T hrf^THTt ^t T̂̂ TeT f t  wm ^? WH 
^ f  ^T ^eTTm  ^  ^?ff % ^ t fa^TT t  I 
eft ^ n  %mt ^ r  ^  ^  wr ^ t* t* t  
f t  TOTT % ? WT ^TT il-^ W  TO 
1RTT ? f  ^̂ TfTeTr ^ fa  f**TT ?Tft f VT I



TT̂ T 1TTT fc, f̂*FT *ftr- 
^7^ qTET *ft*T

WTff f  rTtiff *f*V T̂TVff TT, V 
for* f̂ TT f*RT WT $ ?
£f%*T f*T <T>T ft WR-^TT

ft fTfT f% flTt ft
VT fv̂ TT TW, JTF W f fwnrr ipff ?
+Vr ft ^ ?Tt*T 'jft ^TVt •T̂ t $ft ft?

mjfV ?TTO ?rft% ft ff> TO
v*w $  fa ir  fftrr * t  far* jftfft i t
w m  vrwft ft, nrfer spr ft
wt tfjft w i q+rft ft?

ft v *  f̂rsr, & m m  * r fm ,

%ftr ^ I ft f̂ RT fTTf ft Tf*T
*TT 7  ̂ft, V’TFT ft f̂ TW rTTfT ft *f1fM«rY 
% f w R  $n ft, THTTRT m TTHWIH m 
TrfT sr îr % «pff foPTf ft 3ft trNnqfr
ft, xnrr *ft fTFTfT 7ft, <ft I f  f?R 

•Tf̂ t ft fV <rt*T ft wft wft, wfar 
t w  % m *  f f i  f t  w n r f, n t t  ft m  
f t  wr ^  ft *r?ft
sftr ft *i*i^n! f, fa *rnr ^  qfrfarfa 
m  ft i v i  J F W  *T ^Tffft %  
j?t f^[ qr ^  far i s stt̂ t smmft 

wtt iTsnrft w ft  ft jtt ?qjt, m  

fFTT ft VTW f ’ TTT ^T «Pt I 1 o 0
ifo U W  vnrvft <rt. ft^rrf ^ rv t
ww7" ?f)& f f  ft, *rnr 4 0 *><»
77 *rf ft i ^  W ift i t v r  ft t it tt  vr 
ar̂  F^mr' ft ?nrr ft, jffq rt ft rjfft
TPTT *T?*T TT 77 ft PPTT ft tffT WWW 9T  
TJfft ^RT irra- fapTT %■ JP̂ TT ^t
?T7̂ > 3nft pptt ft 1 ft *nmm f  fv  ?RT 
xnrrr ^  ft afi ^  r̂fhrrr < ^  *n*
%vt % ht^h ^nrfrtr ft 1

^rr v t t t  ?t trtr rfnrt w t v fu + j i  

fern jTnr d̂ T-n r ft ^rrr f  rft 
*rr * f f  jftft 1 ?fr-fr rrf?r-whi
fftfftT^TiftT TJNrfftfft^ft *TT̂ t wrrr?
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ft  %ftT «ft*ff V t  W  ?TTf ft <J«mO VT

fWVTT W>̂ , Jlf ft̂ TT l^T 'PT ¥T
WVTT ^ T  I

Shri Namblir: Mr. Deputy-Speaker,
it is very sorrowful news that we 
get from various parts of the State, 
one after the other. We heard about 
tfce famine condition or near famine 
condition in Kerala, in Bengal and the 
tragedy in Bastar and now the Orissn 
situation takes a toll of many hund
reds if innocent lives. Government 
does not at all say or feel that then* 
is famine in Orissa. From the report 
submitted by the team, it speaks 
aboui the '‘drought" conditions in 
Orirsn. as the team was sent to make 
h fresh “assessment of the present 
situation". After all what was sought 
to b.' done was only a fresh assess
ment of the situation and they never 
agreed that there was famine condi
tion. That is the 'eason why, when
ever they try to 1 <de the real situa
tion they will nev< r be in a position 
to do anything tfl’ ^iblc to improve 
the condition li»at is why we say 
the Central Gove • mnent has really 
failed. The reason may be ther :̂ 
maybe the State Government did not 
bring it to the notice of the Central 
Government but the Central Govern
ment cannot shirk responsibility on 
the plea that only the State Govern
ment is normally to do it and only if 
thev bring it to the notice of the Gov
ernment here they should step in. But 
it is now clear. I think there will 
be n0 dispute about the condition 
there after the speech of Mr. Mahatab 
who explained clearly that there i« 
famine and it is only equal to that nf 
Bengal: that type of conditions is pre
vailing in Orissa today. If that is so. 
the government must come forward 
and sav how thev arP going to tackle 
the emblem. The study team's re- 
oort, if you go through between th* 
lines you can see the truth behind it.
But one should have to read between 
thp lines 'Hiey state that malnutri
tion is there. 25 per cent of the 
population are affected and S6 per 
cent of the total cultivated area is 
affected. All these facts are given.

, 1688 (SAKA) Conditions in l6ia8
Orissa (Dis.)



[Shri Nambiar]
Still they say that there is no famine. 
How could we be able to tackle the 
problem? Here we do not want to 
have any political gain out of it. After 
all we do not want to play politics 
with the lives of the people. They iay 
we are bringing this to the notice of 
the people because we want to take 
political advantage. No. What re
lief are you going to give to .the people 
in question? Mr. Mahatab said that 
Hs. 10 crores are required to do this 
and the question is whether the 
Central or State Government should 
foot the bill. They have endless cor
respondence. Are we to know that 
this correspondence will go on and to 
take more time? Will relief go or 
not go? If they say that foodstocks 
•are available, then the question is one 
of distribution or the question of pur
chasing power. If it is a question of 
the purchasing power then small little 
works here and there brought in 
through contractors will not suffice. 
Therefore. the whole thing has to bo 
brought on a warfooting and the en
tire thing has to be planned out. Then, 
there is the question of usage of land 
for cultivation immediately after the 
rains come in. All these things are to 
be looked into. Government cannot do 
these things through its administrative 
machinery alone. Government must 
take the co-operation of the people, 
voluntary organisations, etc. must 
form committees at the lowest and th<? 
highest level. Shri Dwivedy said 
that li' prepared to co-operate. 
MmV rrom that area, members of 
the legislative assembly, panchayats 
and all these people should be asso
ciated with the distribution arrange
ment of the food, whether it is free 
kitchen or free packets, whatever it 
is. There must be publicising of th? 
actual position so that the country’s 
conscience can be roused and then the 
entire people from the whole country 
will send assistance to the area. 
Therefore, the Government should r.ot 
take it as a matter of prestige. Th*jy 
seem to be afraid that if such a con
dition is exposed it will be taken ad
vantage in the coming elections. On 
this side we never take it that way
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because we see the sufferings of u*e 
people. Let them not labour under 
false conception about the opposition. 
They may have their own political 
reasons. We plead; we press the 
Government of India at the centre to 
step in with all the resources at its 
disposal, all the power it can command 
and with the full support of the en
tire people of this country, we will 
see that the famine situation in Orissa 
is ended in favour of the people. If 
the Government will come forward 
with such a thing, we will fully co
operate with the government and we 
want it to be done.

1966 Conditions in 16130
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Sbri A. C. Guha (Barasat): M:.
Deputy-Speaker, I think the time is 
short. I do not like to enter into any 
details. In the beginning I should 
congratulate Mr. Hlren Mukerjee be
cause in discussing such a grim and 
serious situation by his performance, 
gestures and words, he could provoke 
mirth and laughter among the Mem
bers of the Opposition, not once but 
repeatedly. This performance, is an 
indication of the seriousness they 
attach to this problem.

According to this report, there are 
about 45 lakhs of people affected by 
drought conditions. Whether it is 
famine condition or acute scarcity 
condition—it is rather a question of 
academic discussion. The real fact is 
that there is acute distress, affecting 
about 45 lakhs of people resulting in 
some deaths. Whatever steps have 
been taken by the government seem 
to be inadequate. So far in the re
cord, one lakh of persons are covered 
by gratuitous relief. This team has 
recommended that at least two lakh 
persons should be covered by tho 
gratuitous relief; it should be done 
immediately. The number should be 
further increased. The number of 
fair price shops are not adequate and 
in these shops the price is 91 paise 
per kilo which was higher than toe 
ration shop price in Delhi and Cal
cutta. The open market price is only



one rupee. The difference betwe:» 
the fair price and the open market 
price should be much wider than this.
It should not be more than 60 or 62 
poise per kilo so that the people may 
have the power to purchase. It is 
not a question 0f so much scarcity of 
foodgrains as of lack of purchasJng 
power. The fair price shop price 
should be reduced to not more than 
Rs. 0.60 or 0.62 per kilo—may be even 
lower. Inspite of the fact that this 
team has been condemned by Mr. 
Dwivedy, this team has given out cer
tain useful facts which should be ccr- 
sidered by the Government. This 
team has stated that the average earn
ings of a man engaged in test relief 
work is only about 62 paise. The test 
relief is given to all the workers 
under piece work system; it is wrong 
and absurd. These should not be 
given under piece-work system be
cause people there have not been in 
the normal strength and they could 
not be expected to do the normal 
work. It should be given on daily 
wages. And that wage should not is 
any case be lower than the minimum 
wage fixed for agricultural labour in 
Orissa.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: There is half 
an hour discussion at 5 O'clock. Shall 
we take it up on some other day?

Shri Sham Lai Saraf (Jammu and 
Kashmir): Let it be on some other 
day.

Shri Dinen Bhaitacharya (Seram- 
pore): What is the meaning of this
discussion? . . . (Interruptions).

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: I am asking
the House whether the half an hour 
discussion can be taken up now or 
on some other day.

17 hr*.

Shri Linfa Reddy (Chikballapur): 
With great difficulty, time has been 
found today for the half-hour dis
cussion. It will not be possible to 
have it on any other day.

16131 Famine VAISAKHA 21,

Mr. Depaty-Speaker: It will bt
posted to some other day.

Shri A. C. Guha: This team has sug
gested at least Rs. 7 crores should be 
provided for relief. Thr Govern
ment have provided only Rs. 1 c/ore 
for test relief. About 10,000 p«r<ous 
are covered by the free kitchen and 
1 lakh persons by the gratuitous re
lief scheme. The total amount of ex
penditure on all these may not i.xcccd 
Rs. 2 to Rs. 3 crores. It shouli be 
raised at least to Rs. 7 crores, ‘ hi.ugh 
even that may not be quite adequat 
Sir, in the present case there should 
not be any consideration of money to 
save human life.

Within a few waeks the agricultural
season is coming. It is not o^ly a 
question of preventing starvation 
deaths, but maintaining the strength 
and vitality of the agricultural labour 
there, »o that they can put in their 
full labour in the coming season. For 
this Government should take adequate 
steps by way of gratuitous relief, test 
relief, etc.

This team has suggested many 
things— about 20 items. Through test 
relief, they should develop minor and 
small irrigation schemes which would 
be helpful for the coming agricultural 
season and other agricultural opera
tions there. With the development of 
rapid transport system famine in 
general should be a thing of the past. 
In this country, either famine or 
scarcity conditions have been continu
ing and every year there is some dis
tress in some part of the country or 
the other. I agree there has not 
been much deaths due to starvation. 
In Orissa this year there might hav* 
been a few deaths. The previous 
speaker compared the position in 
Orissa with conditions in Bengal in 
1943. That would be an absurd com
parison.

S hri Nambiar: It was Mr. Mahtab'.  ̂
comparison.

Shri A. C. Guha: He did not do tfcac. 
Then in Bengal, at least 36 lakhs of 
people died. But in Orissa the maxi-
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[Shri A. C. Guha] 
mum number that is £iven has been 
about 100 or so; that also is disputed.

Mr. Mukerjee referred to the Orissa 
situation and said that it is the crimi
nality of the Government which cre
ated such a situation. I hope the coun
try will also realise the v -H' iliiy of 
certain elements in the country which 
helped the British Government in the 
criminality of creating that man-made 
famine in Bengal in 1943. So, every
thing should be taken in proper 
perspective and we should not lose our 
sense of proportion and balanced 
thinking. We agree this is a grim 
situation. Government should not 
have allowed even a single death out 
of mal-nutrition or starvation. Mal
nutrition in a number of cases in •’< 
particular area may be due to lack of 
proper supply of food.

There is no clear definition of 
famine. The question is there is 
acute distress whether the people have 
been suffering from inadequate supply 
of food or from supply of food to 
which they are not accustomed or to 
which th  ̂ people in the country in 
general are not accustomed. Such a 
situation has been created in Orissa 
this year in ccrtain pockets. For that, 
there should be extensive relief orga
nisation. That is the first thing the 
Government should do and there 
should not be any formalities hinder
ing test relief. I find that contractors 
have been trying to profit from the 
test relief schemes at the cost of the 
starving poor peasants. I suggest 
thnt it should be done through zila 
parishads and panchayats. It is 
better the contractors are eliminated 
and the peoples’ representative orga
nisations are made responsible for 
providing the necessary relief organi
sation for the people.

WWtt : 3TTWW 
ifeft t  \

nftw ro# : us tft ifcrtf tsr t 
«(tt i f t  *rrmtsT$ i

Shri A. C. Gnha: After the Bengal 
Famine in 1943, the Bengal Govern
ment passed an Act which nullified 
all transactions, sale deeds, etc. A 
similar Act should ba passed by the 
Orissa Government also. Any sale 
of persons, children or property, 
cattle or utensils, as far as traceable, 
should be nullified and restored back 
to the original owners. There should 
be a general Act to indemnify the 
persons who have been compelled to 
sell their property and children as a 
result of this distress. Government 
should start some orphanages or 
children’s homes to take charge of 
the children of families who have 
been suffering from want of adequate 
food.

I suggest that land revenue for this 
year in the distressed area should be 
suspended and there should not bo 
any attempt to realise it. Adequate 
facilities should be provided even now 
for the coming agricultural season -fcy 
supplying seeds, fertilisers, imple
ments, loans and whatever is necess
ary. Government should not be late 
in making these preliminary arrange
ments for the next agricultural 
season.

It is really a matter of regret for us 
that the administration has failed. It 
it not so much the Ministry, because 
I find from some reports that the 
Chief Minister of Orissa even as long 
ago as August last year sent a warn
ing to the administration that they 
should report any case of distress. 
Somehow, the administration failed. 
On the one hand, some Members con
demned Mr. Subramaniam for the 
failure and callousness of his Ministry. 
On the other hand, they have sug
gested that the Centre should take 
over the administration of Orissa. 
There is no logic in this. If the 
Centre takes over the administration, 
then also those officers due to whose 
lapses this situation might have been 
created will be in the field. The 
Centre cannot change the entire ad
ministrative set-up. This is a politi
cal propaganda against the Govern



ment of Orissa. The House should 
not pay heed to that. In this grim 
situation, the House and Government 
should take a vow that there should 
not be any death due to starvation or 
mal-nutrition anywhere in the country.

The Famine Code should be amend
ed and revised.

VT<Tft : | I
3ft *J5 £  I

Shri A. C. Gmha: It was made in 
18B3, about 75 years ago. I do not 
.expect there will be famine, but there 
will be pockets of distress, for which 
there should be proper Arrangements 
for , prbviding relief either through 
test relief or gratuitous relief, so that 
■every State Government should know 
what is their obligation. It should be 
properly circulated to the administra
tion that whenever there is any dis
tress anywhere, they should imme
diately report it to the Government.
In this regard prompt administrative 
measures are the first necessity.

One lacuna has been created in the 
Orissa rural administration by the 
abolition of the chowkidari system. 
The chowkidars used to report such 
things of starvation or mal-nutrition 
deaths. Last year when I went to 
Orissa, this mater was reported to me. 
Without creating an alternative 
machinery, they have abolished tho 
chowkidari system. That also should 
be reconsidered and some alternative 
arrangement should be made.

Wffft Tm ijc* (JTRT7-) : 
TftaT ITrT

% *r?r tff mr frr *rr?rr
j  fa  ^ imr $ it  tNV
% fiRT t  • T̂cTT TT jpT
I f *  f̂rT * r  7 $  f  ?fm  'TPTt if:

yarnrr $
^  *rt Jr* <k  t w  g i crrr
JJH T̂T̂ RT f
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Mr. Deputy-Spoftker: Not necessary.
Unless it is asked for you cannot lay 
it on the Table.

■ft vrjft tiw ijri . fa
’TFT VT f̂fa-̂ FHRT

WVfi tft ftrfTRT WTjJcTf $ I 
ift ^T^lTPTT^t

wn <nrr *r? ift irr ft 1

WTT5T $H\X $  ^ M l WTT WTT

t  fa  fa rttft TOT TT3T-
 ̂rf?T TT I THpftffl

*Tft VTT ft,
^  M■’Cl $ fa

*?rr % sfnft ^  sft f  % tt

w% f  fa Tnrftfav £ 1
# f-1 $ ®M *TTTT T̂fcTT jf fa  WTftP' 7TJ-
jftfw T̂T t. I fT<T7 fartfft TOT

5Tf̂  JTFt f̂ rr %*
*sft rTVsfhfi ~v~

A?.\ *t>li <T) H A1 ITT l(| Jfl̂  V1
SnTĉ T I iTR «TTTT TT̂ PT 

 ̂<Tfa*i ■31T TT H1H1 7T3T-
*ft̂ T ^   ̂ I ? Fff TRT <fl ^  PIT5T 
fVTFTT T̂̂ TT fa ?TTf
5TTRT Cra' ^ Tti rTPT ^  £tHT I

*rr*fr
irhrr «r t7- ’rz^mrv %
f^T < 1 «jfy^ cFvh- fir
MM1 fa  vi’i %
qr r i  :A qt^ n
▼r t ’T, ??r v r  ^  1 ^  srnr 

Tfr It fa  «r mnir irirrrar^r 
% %* wfar ^  T r̂  ̂ f m i
m f t  vr f 9 q i ^  <sfr fy^rf;
^ ip m , A snn-fa^ vvitt i»t f’ r̂ 
^ fa  f  ^ fa?pft 
^ vnr f^fT f  1 ^  | fa



[ *
% «Fmr 2 o *r q*t 'tiUv  

(Vi«i % :

“We visited some of these cen
tres. The attendance seemed to 
vary from 200 to 800 and most of 
the people were really infirm 
and destitute and there was a high 
proportion of children in varying 
degrees of malnutrition.”

?ft ^  *TR% % fa  T t *TTFT 
^  VI *\ ^ I 3TT % 2 1 *T

I fa>T T̂T3T 22 if ^
Vfflr t  :

“ . . . .  a quick survey was made 
during the tour, among the culti
vators, labourers in the field as 
well as the infants, children and 
mothers attending the feeding 
centres and those coming to the 
gratuitous relief centres. It was 
generally observed that the adult 
population was healthy, cheerful 
and active whereas a few typical 
merasmic infants (thing and 
underfed) were spotted in the 
feeding centres.”

*?T*T % fait ^  JTPT
^  VTV cl

i fu f  f t ’OaiUMi in r̂TtTT  ̂ i 
VRAt ^
* t  cT f̂tr f t  %t fsnr % ^  ^ jsft-

% *ft ^rrf^r *m <i i

$ ^  WK F̂TT ^ fa  3|T
VRT *T 

q?t 5ft £T?TcT £
% 3TT if <4tHWI WT $ fa  62 
^  fa*nt f  fa  f̂ PFT r̂

WU «FPTT ^  »n : £

9 1 i 3 f ^ ^ ^ f a 3 ? t
qr aft JFFHT t  ^  iTRlf fa  ^
wfisrvmiTT 11 ^  irnpr ^ « r r f a  

fo rfa  3  aft $  i f  * f o * T f t $
Vt STW vftPFTT

t ,  W?t WRWTT VTrt frr irfHVTT
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% I X* «(Tcft & %fW* *  % fc*T
T̂rTT sfrr fartfft <tst % ?rt«T «rrr 

«Ftf 3"RT f  rft sr? T̂T
^t «*11*1*1 f  I ^  rPF ^  f^f^T 

*^ft sftr *1% ST3f?T -«Mrfl T̂ TT <T̂  
T̂hTT ?ftr TFTWT % T̂ *ft I

5TT5T <RT«FIT ^  HT̂ dl ^ fa  ^  T̂HT T̂3f- 
^faT ’HI r<Tl HI *1 rT̂T ?TtT

^  r̂fVrT »T ^  I ?HTT ^ *̂T
3>t «iVci »t % f^rr qr 'dm ̂  -rnr

^  fa  f^rr *Tt VTTVRT
11

Pl^H V^TT fa ?T*T̂ T 
f̂t i**ti ^t ^t t̂vctt £ 15®nif vf̂ Tvnr

3T »T T̂, ^t ^t»ft %
^ ’ift fff3^t % WT̂TT Tr̂ cTT ^ 

«rtr ^t *1^dH ^ ^TT ^ T T  f 1 tt$ 
f̂tT t̂^TT f̂t 'd l̂wl

% ,ft° ^ qpi 3>r wmr 3?t <#<;
^  f̂t̂ T r̂r̂ *t wtr f t
T^tT^lTT^ri IFTT ^ f t  Vt STWRT ^ 
tit*  TT ?T3 'Jim VT*T
<rt 1

$r̂ TT3T % fa  % f  fa
^  hhhL< wrr ^nr 9[TJR

vt^Nt M t o t  t t  F̂TR t  I ^  ^  ^ft?T 
»sft *1f!dT3  % ^t % I #  T?pTT ^T^TT ^ 
fa  «nrr ^  ^  t t  «rm
^  I  rft far VT STIR'
^t^cTT 1 fait 5Rrp- T ^ r f
^ T̂cff ^  ferr% spt vtfviir ^  
ir̂ TRT ^ ^  I ^  fafa^ft
^t f t  ^  f a f ^ t  *rr tpt iftr
zr% m ^ T T  wrr wnrr & * ftr  h \i i w i  *ft 

WT 5TW t  I w t  ^  JTF ^

v^sr f*<m *ft wnw ^  i
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% % *F̂ TT T̂cTT f  fa ^*ft ^W Tlff 
% W^TT TT lR tfa  VT 5T*R T^T $tdl 
^ I ?*T ^  3T¥T fa *̂T ^-^0
JĴ T >d6l*i I "3̂ T diM  % «<T<J SHTT
\JH *T?t ? T W  7T5nftf?T VT ilH k,
^t «f s t  farrcj ?rtT f^ant n i^ ff
f  t*rt ^r?ft 1 t ’t *rs? sci^n ft
^ tt ft f a  ^  T t w m  ^rft fc,

Iff, =Ft ttv tth  f., W , 

tt^ttp^: m T3TR v t h w tt  ?rft I ,  v& 
m  IRTfT UMfST f, ?? . 

OTT®T ^FTrft^T Tft t  I «TWT^?T^T?n % 
f a ^ R ^ T ^  T3Rfa $ fT* fafttft W

T T ^ f t f r  ^ tn r  fa n  f  i w  
?rft % 1 ircnret

JfTT 5TFT £ f im  wft *RTTT ^  TT^Pt Xtt*
^r^fr ^  *r fait ?T3ft % *rnr i

•ft H*Tft : Of. <TTT ft............

? T O W t f t a r a : tr e ir n T ^ s  * t t t  i

«ft iw ft  : SHRnFVT VT ft
fjFTT fW ^ ft  WtT ff*TTT % t f f f t  
VT (TTT ft I ' T T T ^ t f t W
UTT *TT ^ T  WT 'JitiHf *T I WfrV

qZST <TT X* Vt TW% 5 I *  T£*T 'TT
7WST t  I

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: No. Unless it 
i8 asked lor you cannot lay it on the 
Table.

sft «nww fu f (* * * * ) :
g q im w  *rfftre, [s ftw r  %

^  *ft i»$«w  % * t  s*Tr»t

q *  fe*T fc 3 *  *  ^  *

w  $ *  k 1 * 7/5 ,y^ T
Ttsm f  fa «rt  ̂ « :  !̂ TraT ^
^ r ^ { i T T V 7 ( T T  ^ 1 m f a  f t
?^7<ft %, w Tv rrt « ft^ n  vpnrt n r  

®TT,TTft

?rf fa^5r ft, U Oy) cr̂ f
TT WTR 5T fâ TT 7̂%, ¥nTTW%tft WF'TTtft 
frr n̂prt*T »t f w  3tt%, vt fwrcr 
*  fâ TT 3TT% ITtT 3ft JTflft fft̂ T t  *!'? *T>  ̂
1TWR TT W4M fTT TfafT %

^  SWR" % >̂K«| | I 
V̂ TT f  fa f^t ITPTfa ITT HVtft
flTTrr f̂̂ lTRT «TrTWnTr  ̂ fa  *T^ ^tVPT
^nft ?rft trr?rr <?t v fffa  tt
ftrft «fr( «rnr «fr *tm qr 
fT  VfV?ft % ITR HTfTT TUT CTTTT  ̂ I 
^rrft sRt r̂ ^Ffat it ??r jfrr ^hr % i 
^rft 5TTTT, ^rr v?mnrT, q i I  
fa ?rm ft vhrrnr vrw r 'rr fY i 
x fjt  '̂t grt T̂?r % jnft*T % ^ r t  

?Tt it ft  *tt v%vj'i % ft,
^ ft ^ft V®nF<TT 5̂ ft ft  ?TWt fr I
cpt ’tft fa fv ^   ̂fa  wntvrft irhr aft f  

cjtpt ?rft *nftfa vW ^
I  fa  HfcrniH ^t fr <r % ft  vm
%?TT ^ tft W? wmft it %ffr ift 1TRT 
VTfft f>T% ?PRt  ̂favr VRVf Ty fi^aq 
tff^r ft  ̂  iRTTT vt^nrsrft «rr ?nfr% 1 
3T̂  WRT ^ft ^ f t  T T  ?TV?ft %, WWT fa  
F̂fH1 «ft W  fa «TTTrft 2RT UVf Wt 

f\5M7dT  ̂ I f̂t V7T WTt ftf̂ T VFTT ^
?r̂  -3% f̂hn <rv v^?t *rft ft, f^nr %
% fnr*T t t  w^Ni ^6M f  1 
irw ^ fpt ar *jf®[ tt ?tt̂  ft
ft  f̂t 'it41 1PT<TT *TT IT̂T »T ?  T̂*T “f̂ T
v^t7- % *fi6TX tt  fer̂ rr itrt wtfsir i i^r *r

7̂t¥ "TTT% 3̂TR 5^" ~3ft #7 T̂Tt *TT ^?T 
wtr f*T̂  f»If>l 3TT% Ttfa T̂ T ^t «ftffJTt 
tft mT 7W' I

f^ft fT7?  % f^T’ft <ft VRTWVt 
t  FT7VTT Vt ^  VT WVT5T V TTT  

^rff% fa *rt  ̂'tt fT̂ t fiPTTTT «nfa- 
¥ir f̂t <rnt «n  ̂ i <p?t it 

^ 1 ^ ŵ t ;rft w %  
^TT, fTTTt VTtft Vt fW »T ft V f VT3FTT



f/*t

*if5r*r¥?r t f t  t f l r  * ft  g * f <nqq

fa7T*ft *ft ft , 3̂ T *T *T?T 1TT-
irFT 3TTT 73 VT 3̂RffcT 1TT?RT 
% TT«  ̂% fa*fW % TTO- <TT, ITWf ST1?
M , «TT  ̂ TpfV Oh<̂ , %W<T CTT ^TH'iT 
>̂'t tt*t *Af^r 1

faw*x vftfcr fw<j«r: nfir

^nt.^frTSft, *Tfc*TFT*m 
rt3̂  *t ft*T ft*T ?ft %Um VHTVT

f̂ TT ?Tft TO?ft *ftr W\X STFT JTT«TT 
^ f^ ^ tsT T T f s rm r  

* 7  I T̂ f̂ T̂ T ftTf? % $<BFR
ft*rf?T »PT HTtFTT ^tfsnf I * n w r  

TT 3ft UHHlf f t  H^ril £
STO- ^t ^ft TTf ^

-*ZT 'Tf̂ T̂ TT I iTft «nTT «rm
W  fWT & I

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Shri Kandap- 
pan.

«ft w n tft : r̂rTcirer hs'i<5̂ , ^tt

< ^ 7  wro %ni? % 1 #^=r frnr % w*sr 
JTffR JTgft Tftfrr TT i f t  £ *flr .

Mr. Deputy-Speaker; There is no 
point of order. Please sit down.

vft VT*$t : STSTO Hft?«T, ^ ft  *Tn 
*3/T cftfar^ I f  VTF IT fr ^ f  SfFT
§ %ttr t o t *  #aft * f t  t c  #£•* fT*r 3r 

*TT Tft $ . . . ( «IW*iiT) ... .
*rf *nrT* $ ?ft w t  $ ? 
fpf Vt %ftX f*TT f t  *re*ft $ ?

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Order, order: 
there is no point of order. .

fth wxnit sqnam  *Tf>PT, 4  *z
T f T  jj I 7 T  t  Sn f T ^ T T  fa  T*
WTH ^ WT7TT W ^ t ^  ^ . .
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Shri Sham Lai Saraf: That is not a 
meeting of Members of Parliament. 
Thai is the meeting of Parliamentary 
Science Committee.

Shri Ranga; You can send word 
through some appropriate person 01 
authority.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: There is some 
meeting. We can go on as Vong as 
there is quorum. There is no point 
of order.

*ft TTOft : i;$ ?Tft £ ?

Tnw iw  iz !TT*tT I
m r r  HT7T, $Z 3JT*1T | . . . . ( )

Shri Sheo Narain; The Food Minis
ter is there.

*ft *T*fft : im ^Tpft ^TffTT,
?TFfT | . . (W W W ) . . .

•sft ftnr : m f^rr tst 
t  ? ............ (a n r«r* )..............

Shri S. Kandappan (Tiruchengode): 
Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, recently 
our Food Minister, Shri Subramaniam, 
has prided himself in the Uajya 
Sabha while replying :o the debate 
on the food situation on the 8th 
V:i ■■.), 1906 saying:—

“we have the record and we 
can tako credit for it that we have 
not allowed large-scale famine, 
outbreak of epidemics and atarva- 
tion deaths in the country*

As if to spite him now this calamity 
in Orissa has occurred.

In all fairness to him, 1 think, it 
should be conceded thi;* there is 
nothing of a large-scale catastrophe 
that has taken place in the country. 
There have been a few Cases of 
famine here and there; perhaps, the 
condition is worst in Orissa, but for



this honestly we cannot blame ihe 
Government because they did not 
have sufficient time to work out a 
large-scale catastrophe. Perhaps, if 
enough lime is given, they may bring 
about a situation where we will have 
to face a very calamitous and a very 
tragic situation in this country.

Shri S. M. Baserjee: You accuse
the Government only for Hindi.

Shri S. Kandappan; It seems to me 
that it is a taboo for the Food Minis
ter in our country to utter the word 
“ famine” or to call a famine as 
“famine”, just as for .he rural house
wife it is taboo to call the name of 
her husband. In spite of what all the 
Government claims, it is quite obvious

* and evident that the situation is very 
bad in Orissa. Even the cautious 
report prepared by the Stud. Team 
headed by Shri Vaidyanathan, 
Adviser, Planning Commission, after 
saying that the deaths were due to 
so many other diseases, like TB and 
other epidemics, has so id:—

“though the death was probably 
accelerated by malnutrition."

The hon. Member, Shri Dwivedy. has 
already pointed to this thing. We 
should really be thankful to Dr. 
Mahatab for candidly saying that it 
is beyond description and we cannot 
etxpress the predicament and the 
traffic situation in which the people 
of Orissa are placed.

•fliere are so many paper reports, 
but I may quote here from the Indian 
Exvress from Delhi dated 9th May
wherein it is given:

“The awesome spectre of star
vation, deaths in some of the 
drought-hit areas of Orissa, does 
not strike the visitor as an act 
of God. .

On the other hand, it is a sad 
commentary on the ability of the 
administration to manage grave 
human problems in a walfv*
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State 19 year* after Indepen
dence.

It churns one’s stomach to sue 
skinny infants clinging to their 
mothers, slow and gait less death- 
walk of emaciated children, preg
nant women heavily dragging 
their leaden feet, old people with 
gnarled skins too weak to make 
their peace with God, desperately 
hungry people seeking sustenance 
in mohwa flowers and peepal 
leaves.1’
I do not think anything could be 

worse than this. Nor, I could 
appreciate the Government declaring 
something worse than this as famine 
and not this as tamine. Really, this 
is very amazing, the way the Gov
ernment brushes aside the real situa
tion in this country.

While Shri Mahatab was apoaking 
about the Orissa situation, he was 
pleading very pathetically that we 
should not take to task the present 
Government. I do not understand 
that kind of argument. It Is really 
because of the failures of this Gov
ernment that this kind of a situation 
has been brought about in our coun
try.

Our Minister, Shri Subramaniam, 
in the speech to which I have earlier 
referred, Ins candidly admitted in the 
Rajya Sabha on ‘he 8th March:—

4 "W e have failed, so far as agri
culture is concerned, during the 
Third Plan period. That we have 
to admit."

It is not only during the Third Plan 
but we have failed during all the 
Plans. Any brochure or statistic 
pertaining to the plans will shov 
that wo have failed miserably, parti
cularly on tho agricultural front in 
all the Plans. Just by way of «n 
example I will quote one thing.

In all the three Plans put together 
we had fixed the target for irrigating 
lands to the tune of 64*7 million actfi 
and our achievement was 31:6 million

1888 (SAKA) Conditions in 16144
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[Shri S. Kandappan] 
acres, not even half of what we had 
fixed. Not only this. It is only one 
example; I can go on giving any 
number of examples of this kind. We 
know pretty well that our country is 
not short of water or the potential 
land for development. In fact, as per 
the assessment made by Government 
itself, two-thirds of the utilisable 
irrigable water is being wasted and 
is flowing into the sea without being 
used. So also available land is not 
being properly developed.

After all these failures I think it 
would be in the fitness of things for 
the Government to come and confess 
frankly before the Parliament that 
they have failed and miserably fail
ed at that.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Shri Subra
maniam.

VPTlt : 8Ft7H

s  a 1 1

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: The bell is
being rung.Now there is quorum.

fvsnr : T̂TExrer
rn=T Wffft P. I

% faqT «TT fa
*TT 9TTVT

VS I fUT ?TT̂
' ?  ?

Shri C. Subramaniam: It is com
ing up tomorrow.

«ft : w*n $  £far-*rtT 
3?t, WT ifhTTT fft TOT £ ?

Shri C. Subramaniam: Mr. Deputy- 
Speaker, Sir, Members from all the 
sides had expressed concern at ihe 
situation in Orissa. It has been re
cognised that we are really facing a 
very difficult situation in that State 
and there is also acute distress and

it is not as if the State Government 
was just sleeping over it or the State 
Assembly was sleeping over it. I 
find from the records that even in 
August, 1965, there was a discussion 
about the drought situation arising 
in Orissa and after a full discussion, 
the Government indicated the steps 
they were taking for the purpose of 
alleviating distress there. Then, 
again I find that there was a three- 
day discussion in December, 1965 and 
in his reply, the Chief Minister dealt 
with the situation elaborately . and 
he also gave a list of the various re
lief works the Government was un
dertaking for the purpose of seeing 
that the situation did not go out of 
control. Again, there was a discus
sion during the Budget debate and, 
therefore, we cannot say that the 
Assembly of Orissa or the Govern
ment were not aware of the situa
tion there. But in spite of that, we 
do find the actions taken there were 
not adequate to meet the situation. 
That will have to be admitted.

After our own letters from here 
and various other representations also, 
the Collectors Conference was con
vened in the first week of April to 
discuss the situation in Orissa parti
cularly in these drought affected areas 
and also to evolve measures for the 
purpose of seeing that relief mea
sures were taken in an adequate 
measure. I have got the proceedings 
of the (Collectors Conference and the 
various orders issued after that. 1 
find, after that, there has been a 
good deal of earnest effort to see that 
things improve there.

Shri Surendranath Dwivedy: That
was in April.

Shri C. Subramaniam: Yes, the
first week of April. Therefore, when 
Mr. Mahtab said that only from 
March onwards more adequate mea
sures were undertaken, I am in agree
ment with him and, as a matter of 
fact, it was further intensified dur
ing April. That is why when I
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stated that the situation was coming 
under control, it was not because of 
a sense of self-complacency that I 
stated that it was coming under con
trol but it was after having looked 
into the various measures which the
S ate Government was taking for the 
purpose of seeing that the situation 
did not go out of control.

The intensity of the drought also 
we have to realise it, looking into 

the statistics, is as has been equalled 
only by the drought of 1886. Alter 
1886, this is the worst drought that 
has happened. In 1886, this drought 
was in the coastal area, particularly, 
in the districts of Cuttack and Puri 
and it is on record that a million peo
ple died there and more than a 
million cattle perished at that time. 
After that, this is the worst situation 
which we are facing today. Fortu
nately, because of that warning in 
1886, various measures were taken in 
the coastal districts, some irrigation 
projects and all those things. That is 
why, in spite of the monsoon failure, 
the coastal districts have not been 
affected to the same extent because 
o f the assured irrigation. But, un
fortunately, in this area, western part 
of Orissa, which Prof. Mukerjee also 
described as occupied by Adivasis----

Shrl Surendranath Dwivedy: Mostly
ex-princely State areas.

Shri C. Subramaniam: In this area 
which, unfortunately has been hit 
now, we find that even one failure 
brings about an intensity of misery, 
an intensiiy of difficulties, mainly 
because of the historical background 
also of this area. It is not only the 
Adivasis area, as Mr. Dwivedy was 
pointing out, but it is the ex-princely 
State of Orissa.........

Shrl P. K. Deo*. Noapara sub-divi
sion was never in the princely State, 
it was in Madhya Pradesh.

Shri C. Subramaniam: Hie hon.
Member need not have a guilty con
science. He is no longer a prince. 
He is one of us now. He is amongst

us. He in his previous incarnation 
and his grag^-fathers were respon
sible.

Shri P. K. Deo: It was never n the 
princely State.

Shri Kishen Pattnayak: Snmbalkot 
was certainly not the princely Strte 
area.

Shrl C. Subramaniam: This is the 
background. Even the colonial rule 
was something tolerable. But this 
backward princely State rule was 
worst. It is for that___

Shri Kishen Pattnayak: This is a 
map prepared by you. He is telling 
a while lie.

vft «nj TTKT %
Trjq- i

TT*T HW  : sft WTfT
t, 1

Shri Raghunath Singh: This in not 
the way to interrupt the Minister. This 
is the turn of the Minister to reply. 
What he has said is correct

Shri S. Kandappan: He is side
tracking the issue.

Shri Raghunath Singh: He is not
side-tracking the issue.

Shri C. Subramaniam: I am not
sparing myself even. Kindly, hear 
me.

Shri P. K. Deo: You are proceeding 
on false premises; it was in British 
India.

Shrl C. Subramaniam: This is the 
background we have to keep in mind. 
Unfortunately, even though princely 
areas have been abolished, this feudal 
set-up, the feudal exploitation, has not 
been broken still. It still continues 
there. There is another difficulty, that 
in spite of democracy, in spite of In
dependence, there arc pockets where 
feudalism still persists, it has still got 
a grip on the people. I dYj agree that 
this is a disgrace that in Independent



[Shri C. Subramaniam]
India, the feudalism system still per
sists. I think, it should be the duty of 
this country and particularly of Par
liament to see that this feudal set-up, 
this feudal grip, is brokfen as quickly 
as possible.

Shri P. K. Deo: It gives place to a 
new feudalism.

Shri C. Subramaniam: Unless this
grip is broken, whatever measures 
we take will not yield results.

Shri Surendranath Dwivedy: I agree 
with the background that you are 
giving. But the particular area which 
is worst affected, which we call famine 
was never under any princely State.

Shri C. Subramaniam: I will come 
to that.

Therefore, if we want socialism, 
when wc talk of socialism, particularly, 
when we want to see that there is 
more equitable distribution of wealth, 
first of all, this primitive type of 
feudalism and thtose aspects of feuda
lism will have to be obliterated. That 
should get the first priority. Mr. 
Mukerjee was talking about the prio
rities. I will attach first priority 
to this. That will have to go. But I do 
agree that in spite of that a certain 
■hare of what is happening to day 
will have to be borne by the Govern
ment in Independent India also. I find 
today, not only in this Adivasis area 
but lake any tribal area anywhere, I 
m  afraid, that development which is 
t»iken place is not worth mentioning. 
Therefore, it is necessary that we 
lh'ould have this priority. As a 
matter of fact, that is what we are 
discussing for the last two or three 
days after return from Orissa, that in 
planning, the priority will have to go 
to these down-trodden millions of 
people, the scheduled tribes and *che- 
dueld castes. Unless we do that, we 
cannot call ourselves a civilised Gov
ernment.

.*TT*TTTf n I
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Shri C. Subramaniam: Therefore.
I am prepared to share the respon
sibility to thiB extent___

I
Shri P. K. Deo: After eighteen

years he has learnt this.
Shri C. Subramaniam: We have

learnt it at least now, but some peo
ple did not learn at all.

*h w m t : sfttf I
Shri C. Subramaniam: That is why 

they cling to the same old methods 
o ' what I would call reactionary 
policies and they want to proceed on 
the basis of those reactionary policies. 
Therefore, I am not ashamed of it, 
but I am glad that people are realising 
that we are prepared to learn these 
things, and we are learning these 
things. That itself is a sign of pro
gress. Therefore, while I am asham
ed that such a thing has happened 
about, that we have realised it and 
we want to give priority to the 
development of these areaB will have 
to be taken into account. But this 
is the background unfortunately. 
Orissa in the whole set-up of India is 
one of the most backward States, 
and in the most backward State 
this area seems to be the most back
ward. This is the real difficulty. That 
is why the intensity of the misery 
is so much. Therefore, as has been 
pointed out by my hon. Friend Shri 
Mahatab. our endeavour should now 
be to see how we could minimise 
this misery, and Wow we shall be 
able to see that there is an end of 
unnecessary suffering of the people. 
That should be our first concern, and 
as a matter of fact, even though I had 
not gone to the area as such, I can 
assure Won. Member.. .  •

Shri P. K. Deo: I was there waiting 
to receive you.

vm rf Jfr ^  1T?T I
Shri C. Subramaniam: I am not go

ing to defend myself I know where

1966 Conditions in 16150
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to go. It is not as if I did not want to 
go there. If that were the case I need 
not have gone all the way to Bhu
baneshwar for thi£ purpose. Some
body has s*id *why not go walking?' 
I wish I were able to walk in two days 
250 miles to reach that, place. There
fore, there should be some sense of 
proportion when they make such 
suggestions •

Shri Kishen Pattnayak: There is a 
motorable road.

Shri C. Subramaniam. Therefore, 
what is important now is this. How 
do we see that the conditions do not 
further deteriorate, and how do we 
see that conditions improve? How do 
we gee that the people’s sufferings are 
removed as quickly and as effectively 
as possible? That was the one thing 
with which I was concerned. After 
the return of the team. I had a discus
sion, and then I had a long discussion 
with the Chief Minister and the other 
Ministers and the 'officers concerned 
there. As I have already stated, since 
March or April, various measures have 
been taken. First of all, they have 
made an attempt, every earnest 
attempt nnd fto a ceriain extent a 
successful attempt also, in opening 
these relief works on an extensive 
scale.

Shrl P. K. Deo: Question!
Shri C. Subramaniam: Whether they 

are adequate o»r not, generally the 
number of works, I am told, is quite 
adeauate. Whether all the people who 
nrp ready to work are getting emp- 
'oyment or not is a matter for verifi
cation, and if necessary, any further 
expansion of these works will have 
to be dtone, and that has been discus- 
ed. But what I want to suggest is that 
within a mesaurable distance you 
will find that the test works are going 
on everywhere; according to the re
port that is what we find.

fthri P. K. Deo: It should go into
the interior.

Shrl C. Subramaniam: But what is 
important now is this. It is not merely 
a question of providing test relief

work. Somebody condemned this 
report. Of course, one can condemn 
anything. But if one looks into it one 
will find that in spite of these relief 
wiorks having been started, there is 
one important inadequacy or deficien
cy which has been pointed out, and 
that is the wage which a person is 
able to earn today. Whatever, might 
be the reason, whether it is weak 
ness of the people or malnutri
tion or whatever it be they are 
not able to work for more than 
four hours. I do not think that in 
the present conditions you can expect 
them to work for eight hours and put 
in hard labour. 1 do not think that 
that would be possible. Therefore, if 
they go for work at 8 u.m. and come 
back by  12 noon, I am not surprised 
about it. They say that according to 
the standards laid down, that is Rs. 
1.75 for 100 c.ft. of earth-work they 
nre able to earn 'only 02 paise on an 
average; the* average is 02 paise, but 
it varies actually from SO paise to 75 
paise. Therefore) some people earn 
only 50 paise. This is grossly inade
quate to meet their requirements. 
That is w hy the first thing that wi? 
have discussed is that while we have 
undertaken these works, we should 
also ensure that they earn a wage 
which will be adequate to meet their 
dnily  requirements, if not effect some 
saving; this is not the time when they 
will be able to effect some savings. 
So. we made two suggestions with 
regard to this. One was that 
they should increase this rate 
to Rs. 1.75 to an adequate extent 
so that doing this amount bf work for 
four hours, they  will be able to earn 
at least Rs. 1 to 1.25 which would be. 
adequate That is one way of deal
ing with it. Another way of dealing 
with it would be to provide them 
some grains a’so in kind, in addition to 
the wage. They have agreed to try 
both these methods and whichever 
would be successful would be spread 
out, so that there will be an adequacy 
of the wages earned by these people 
which alone would give them the 
purchasing power to get their daily 
req u irem en ts of food, apart from other 
things.



Shri Surendranath Dwivedy: Grain 
means paddy or rice? They should 
give them paddy.

Shri P. K. Deo: For how long will 
this experiment go on?

Shri C. Subramaniam: I am coming 
to that. That is also another pbint 
which has been taken up.

This is one aspect of it. Anothe” 
thing is that when we say that they 
should earn this wage, we should also 
look into the price at which these 
grains are sold, so that whatever they 
purchase would be adequate for them.

Then, there is the point raised by 
Shri Surendranath Dwivedy and some 
other hon. Member with regard to the 
price at which rice is being sold. It 
is 91 paise per k.g. At that price, no
body will be able to purchase ade
quate quantities. Therefore, we have 
decided at what price rice should be 
sold. I was told that already an order 
had been passed that there should be 
no distinction between first grade, 
superior and all those things; it should 
be sold as a common variety, what
ever be the quality of the rice. But 
at the meeting, somebody brought for
ward some technical difficulty with re
gard t*o that. But this is not the tim»; 
when technical difficulties should be 
brought in. We should solve those 
problems. Therefore, that order has 
been passed. But apart from that, I 
have given them the assurance that we 
shall stock particularly some millets 
like milo or jowar which would be sold 
at a much lower rate, namely 35 to 
■40 paise per kg., and as far as these 
are concrened, they should be sold 
without any limitation in regard to th» 
quantity, so that anybody who wants 
these things could get them and these 
cheaper grains would be available to 
them to any extent; and we have al
ready started moving milo to Orissa 
so that this could be sold at a sub
sidised rate and anybody will be in 
a position to purchase sufficient 
quantity of it to the extent he re
quires it. That is one decision which
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has been taken, and we are trying to 
implement it. This is one area in 
which there was a deficiency, and we 
have tried to make up that deficiency.

The next area in which they have 
tried to provide relief js by way of 
gratuitous relief by giving cards to 
the various disabled persons, old 
persons and persons sufferings from 
disease so that they wooild be able to 
get 290 gms. of foodgrains per day. 
I am told it is being given in the form 
of rice and wheat, and they have al
ready distributed about one lakh of 
cards. With regard to the persona 
who have received these cards, ic 
some places there are complaints and 
there are some irregularities that 
persrons who are entitled to the cards 
have not obta fried the cards while 
ordinary persons who would not be 
entitled to them have got it. This is 
a matter which will have to be looked 
into. We have made the suggestion 
in any event that even if a person 
who is entitled to it has got a card, he 
will not be in a very prosperous con
dition, and, therefore, we need not go 
and snatch away that card from him 
at this time, and let him get the be
nefit of that card. But in addition to 
that, we should see that all the dis
abled persons, all the old persons and 
the persons suffering from disease 
should be in a position to get the 
cards, and that is why we have sug
gested that with in the next ten 
days there should be an additional 
distribution of one lakh cards, parti
cularly, under proper supervision to 
those weaker sections of the people 
who wtould be entitled to this. That 
has also been agreed to, and I hope 
it would be done much more effective
ly and efficiently, and these sections 
should be covered by that. If it is 
necessary to increase the number, I 
can give the assurance to this Hbuse 
that this figure of one lakh is no 
magic number, but we think that it 
would ordinarily cover those persons, 
but if it is necessary to increase the 
number, certainly we would increase 
it. This «  the second aspect bf tt



The third aspect is with regard to 
these free feeding centres. Free feed
ing centres fall under two heads. 
One is for the school chilren, in whose 
case the school lunch programme has 
been going on for some time. With 
regard to this, I was told that the 
schools were to be closed for holidays 
very soon. We took the decision that 
even though there would be holidays 
We should pay some honorarium for 
the teachers who stay behind and 
should continue this food programme 
for the children even during holidays 
and I have given the assurance that 
we would provide___

Shri Kishen Pattnayak: Is there a 
distinction between the school child
ren and other children?

StbrlC. Sobramaniam: In the school 
programme, all the father chilren also 
are included. Therefore, if we close 
them, it is not only the school-going 
children who would suffer but also 
other children. So a decision has been 
that these schools will not be closed 
down simply because schools are 
closed during holidays. It will be 
continued.

In addition to that, we have agreed 
to give multi-vitamin tablets and other 
nourishment for these areas... .

Shri P. K. Deo: The Congress Gov
ernment needs vitamins.

Shri C. Subramaniam: This will 
compensate for other deficiencies. 
This is another thing which we have 
decided.

I forgot to mention one thing. With 
regard to gratuitous relief, the feeding 
centres, it has been pointed out that 
the quantiy of food supplied parti
cularly for one meal only is inade
quate. So we have taken another 
decision that all those who attend free 
feeeding centres would also be en
titled to get a gratuitous relief card 
and they w ould be able to get 290 gms 
not a lesser quantity. I do not think 
a little bit of overfeeding will do any 
injury to them. Therefore, we have 
decided that they should also be 
given those cards. This is how we 

652 (Ai) LS—14. i

16155 Famine VAISAKHA 21, 1888 (SAKA) Conditions in 16156 
Orissa (Dis.) 

have looked into and arranged the 
present programme and tried to re
move various difficulties.

Another factor which have taken 
into account is concerning test relief 
works which will have to be closed 
down when the monsoon starts. We 
did not want to do that. Therefore 
we considered whether there should 
be relief works carried on even after 
the monsoon starts. We came to the 
conclusion that it will have to be car
ried on. So a small committee has 
been appointed consisting of the Chief 
Engineer, Director of Agriculture and 
others for the purpose of identifying 
some works which could be carried ton 
even during the monsoon season. Even 
if it is a question of some small work, 
it should be carried on so that they 
may be able to earn this wage. 
Therefore, that is also being under
taken now. Hence those relief works 
will not stop when the monsofan starts, 
but will be carried on. This is how we 
have looked at it and tried to solve 
the immediate problem. We have 
taken decisions in this regard. For the 
purpose of carrying out these decision? 
effectively, we came to the conclusion 
that there is no use people looking 
to Bhubaneswar to solve problems, to 
find out what decisions should be taken 
what is the staff to be employed for 

this purpose etc. That is why the 
Orissa Government have agreed to 
station one officer of the status of 
Member of the Btoard of Revenue with 
all powers delegated to Wm who will 
have his headquarters in this very 
area and who will function with all 
these powers on the spot. Even if he 
does not have the power in respect ox 
some matter, he will take the decision 
when something has got to be done 
and will report back to Government 
that he has done so in anticipation of 
approval. That also hag been agreed 
upon. This is how we have tried to 
look upon this problem and attempted 
to fill up the deficiencies and inade
quacies as best we can. This is one 
side.

The second side which was empha
sised by h&n. Members, particularly



[Shri C. Subramaniam]
by the hon. Member who intitiated 
the debate, is with regard to agri
cultural operations. We will have to 
attach great importance to this be
cause without normal agricultural 
operations being undertaken, th.se 
people will find themselves in greater 
difficulties soon after the monsoon 
when the agricultural season com
mences. In this, first of all, prepara
tion of the land is important. With
out that they will not be able to under
take agricultural operations. There
fore, we tried to find out how far the 
farmers have got the capacity to 
undertake the tillage of the land in 
the coming agricultural season. Thore 
was an estimate given by some Minis
ters and some officers that about 
70 per cent of the land had 
already been ploughed. But 
some people say this is an over
estimate, that only 30 per cent would 
have been covered. But apart fi*>m 
these figures, the important thing is 
to And out if there is c^y difficulty 
experienced for want of ~ullocks or 
other things he needs. Where he is 
unable to find bullock p>ower, we 
should provide either bullock power 
or tractor power. As far as tractor 
power is concerned, they have about 
90 or 93 of them in Orissa. They have 
agreed to mobilise them and move 
them to this area for the purpose of 
starting these operations. But there 
•re areas where these tractors will not 
be useful because these are big trac
tors. Fortunately, the State Goven- 
ment have in their position now about 
100 power tillers, small tillers, which 
eould be used.

Shri P. K. Deo: Tractors cannot
fMch the areas once the monsoon 
•tarts-

Shri C. Subramaniam: Power tillers 
could be used particularly when there 
has been rain. When the ground is 
hard, it might not be possible to use 
them for breaking the earth, but after 
the rainfall they come in handy and 
can be used. The State Government 
have agreed to move these 100 power
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tillers also into this area and make 
them available to the people when
ever land preparation is lagging be
cause of lack of bullocks or other 
circumstances. This is how we have 
tried to solve this particular problem.

The next thing is seed. Even in 
November last, we issued circulars to 
the various State Governments which 
have to face drought conditions warn
ing them that in these acute drought 
conditions, if things were left as they 
were whatever was stored for seed 
would be consumed; therefore, they 
should be able to get from withm 
their own States or from various 
other places sufficient quantities 
seeds and stock them for distribution 
The Orissa Government also were 
alerted on this point. They hjve 
made some procurement, but * >t 
enough But they are confident th:.t 
with the second crop from Sambal- 
pur, Cuttack and various other areas 
it should be possible for them to 
have round about 5 lakh maunds of 
seeds.

•Shri Surendranath Dwivedy: Has
it been ascertained whether those 
seeds are suitable for cultivation 
there*

Shri C. Subramaniam: They say
they ere. Apart from that, we have 
already alerted the Madras and An
dhra Governments that they should 
select seeds which are suitable for 
Orissa It has been indicated to them 
what varieties would suit Orissa and 
they should make available sufficient 
quantities of seeds for the benefit 
of Orissa. But the Orissa Government 
seem to think that they would be able 
to procure within their own State.

Shri P. K. Deo: They have all been 
thinking like that from the beginning.

Shri C. Subramaniam: But still I
do not rely upon that estimate. I an 
asking the Madras and Andhra Gov
ernment to reserve sufficient quantities 
of seeds in case of emergency. The 
officer who was the Chief Secretary
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till recently, who is our Agriculture 
Secretary, is going to Orissa to 
day to find out about the adequacy 
of the measures which have been 
taken lor the purpose of agTicul- 
cultural operations, particularly with 
regard to seed. I can give you this 
assurance that we shall see that if 
sufficient quantities of seeds are not 
available in Orissa, we shall try to 
rush them from Madras and Andhra. 
This should have been undertaken a 
little earlier. I do agree that it is a 
little bit late, but it is not too late.

•ft ww fwjrrft inrebrT (fv?$T) : 
1RTT sft fa  flrfr V
fsnf farHT w it  ^affair fa*rr *ptt $ ?

Shrl P. K. Deo: Are the seeds to be
supplied free or on payment?

Shrl C. Subramaniam: The ques
tion arises how the seeds should be 
distributed and at what rate. We have 
come to the conclusion that there 
should be no extra cost, also that the 
seeds should be distributed as a loan, 
not a short-term loan, but a loan to be 
repaid in three annual instalments. 
This decision has been taken. Now 
our concern is to see that the seeds 
are available in sufficient quantities, 
not only that, but that they reach the 
farmers in time. Therfore, we have 
tried to And out what should be the 
last date by which they should reach 
the farmers and then work backwards 
and find out at what date they 
should reach the block level, at what 
date they should reach the district 
level, at what date they should be 
made available to the State authori
ties for the purpose of moving to the 
districts. This schedule of dates 
has been worked out. For the 
purpose of seeing that we stick 
to this schedule, we have fixed respon
sibility on particular individuals. At 
the State level, it is the Agriculture 
Minister and Director of Agriculture 
who would be responsible, so that 
sufficient quantities are procured and 
moved to districts by the scheduled 
date. At the district level an officer has 
been identified who will be respon
sible to see that he moves the seeds

to the block level, and at the blbck 
level the bock authorities have been 
made responsible for the purpose of 
distributing it to the farmers. There
fore, as far as possible, there is 
streamlining of administration and 
also location of responsibility, not to 
leave it saying the Agricultural De
partment is responsibe, the State 
Government is responsible etc; we 
have treid to identify and locate res
ponsibility.
18 hrs.

Shrl P. K. Deo: Is it not a fact that
the seed that was procured in the 
State for Rs. 35 per quintal is being 
supplied at Rs. 58 to the cultivators?

Shri C. Snbramanlam: A decision
has been taken, and it will be sup
plied at the rate at which it is pro
cured, the extras which are charged 
Hr seed will not be charged. I am 
not quite sure if it is Rs. 35 or Rs. 38 
but the decision Is that these extras 
would not be charged.

It is not seed alone which is Im
portant. We should have sufficient 
finances to carry on the other opera
tions, and there should also be some 
subsistence element so that till the 
harvest comes, the farmers will be 
in a position to sustain himself. 
Therefore, a programme of distribut
ing loans has been worked out, and 
for that also responsibilities " have 
been located On individual officers, 
and they have been made responsible 
for getting the loans and seeing that 
it is distributed at various evels.

This is what we were able to achieve 
by the discussion during my visit to 
Bhuvaneshwar. Even though it is 
regrettable that it was not possible 
to visit the other places, I feel we 
have done a good job, as far as look
ing into the various difflcutlies and 
difficulties is concerned, and trying to 
find out what actions will have to be 
taken.

Shri P. K. Deo: You should accom
pany the Prime Minister.

Shri C. Subramaniam: Secondly,
are we going to allow the situation
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[Shri C. Subramaniam ] 
to continue like this, not only in 
Orissa, but also in adjoining Madhya 
Pradesh, not only in Madhya Pradesh, 
but as was pointed out in Gujarat 
an^ Maharashtra, wherever tribals 
ai’e there? In Maharashtra and Guja
rat something has been done, but in 
some of the other areas, nothing has 
been donc and they continue to be 
in the same old primitive stage.
That is why it is now necessary to 
have a programme. I was told that 
the Orissa tribal area has the best 
water resources. All the rivers seem 
to start there and flow downwards. 
Therefore, that is the very source. 
In addition to that, I am told that 
all the mineral wealth is almost con
centrated in that area. In spite of 
that, it happens to be one of the most 
economically backward areas. For
tunately, already some action has 
been taken for the purpose of inves
tigating some of these medium and 
major irrigation projects, but what is 
important now is to have a worth
while programme of seeing that im
mediately those programmes are tak
en up not only for providing some 
employment, but also to have deve
lopment which would ensure that 
area against famine as even the 
coastal areas have been ensured 
against famine, by taking up large- 
scale irrigation works.

Shri Surendranath Dwivedy: Indra- 
vati project.

Shri C. Subramaniam: I am told 
there are many projects, I do not 
know the names and details, but there 
are sufficient number of projects and 
with Rs. 20 to Rs. 25 crores spent in 
the next three or four years we would 
be able almost to bring about a 
transformation of that area. That 
will have to be looked into and some 
priority will have to given to that.

In addition, I have no doubt that 
we will hav€ to look into the tribal 
and backward areas problem as a 
whole and try to give some priority 
In allocation of resources. The Plan

ning Commission has also agreed, the 
Prime Minister is involved in it, and 
we have had discussions for the last 
two days, and I can give this assur
ance that we are aware of this prob
lem and we will try to solve it as 
best as possible.

Many other points have been rais
ed. It is not as if I want simply to 
rebut or answer criticism. What is 
more important today is to see that 
these things are implemented proper
ly, and I do know the Orissa Govern
ment requires a little bit of assis
tance in this, financial asistance. We 
have discussed this with the Finance 
Minister hc has also agreed, and along 
with my Agriculture Secretary, a 
Finance man is also going to Orissa 
today. They will look into the whole 
thingt and I can give this assurance 
that none of these programmes will 
get bogged down, stopped or delayed 
for want of finances.

Shri Kishen Pattnayak: Are you
going to declare famine?

Shri C. Subramaniam: I shall come
t0 that, to your famous famine.

In addition, we have already come 
to the conclusion that we should have 
some officer, of a sufficiently high 
status from the Central Government, 
who will be visiting these States, 
particularly Orissa anj a few other 
States which are in difficulties to see 
that there is no slackening of effort, 
that they do not get into difficulties. 
To the extent possible we shall give 
this assistance, I will not call it 
supervision, I shall say offering assis
tance to the State Government. That 
also has been decided upon. We are 
trying to appoint an officer for this 
purpose. I suppose with his periodi
cal visits he would be able to report 
hack to the Central Government and 
keep us fully informed with regard 
tn the developments taking place and 
if any urgent action is necessary from 
the Central Government, we will not 
hesitate to take it.



A suggestion has been made by 
Shri Dwivedy, I am not surpristd, 
that the Orissa Government should 
be immediately dismissed. With all 
respect to my hon. friend I suggest 
this would bring about chaos there, 
because for the Central Government 
to get settled and start all these 
operations there I am sure it will 
take at least one month. Instead of 
that, I hope it would be possible to 
energise the State Government to see 
that things move on, instead of in
viting and confusion by asking the 
State Government to be taken over, 
which I feel is not constitutionally 
correct also. After all, when we 
take over in Kerala, everyobody has 
been crying hoarse that democracy 
has been murdered, and herG is a 
suggestion that democracy in Orissa 
should be murdered. I am not go
ing to be a party to that.

Shri Surendranath Dwivedy: The
life of the Assembly is over.

Shri C. Subramaniam: Therefore,
I do not think we should fall into 
the trap as saying that the Centre 
should take over.

Shri Nambiar is fresh from jail, 
with fresh ideas, therefore he sug
gested why not have election imme
diately, why should it be postponed.

Shri Nambiar: That is for Kerala.

Shri C. Subramaniam: You neither 
belong to Kerala nor Tamilnad, that 
is the great difficulty. Yqu are an 
imposter everywhere. The difficulty 
is this. Suppose we start elections 
now when people are undergoing 
this suffering, will our officials look 
after the election arrangements and 
arrange for the polling and all those 
things or to this relief work? Shri 
Dwivedy has offered his services for 
this relief work, but immediately the 
elections are there, he will be con
cerned with elections, he will not have 
the sacrificing spirit of saying that 
the elections do not matter, he is only 
concerned with the sufferings of the 
people. I am a politician and I know
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something of the election fever. Our 
vvhole attention will be diverted to 
tnese elections. Therefore, 1 am 
afraid iti s a very dangerous sugges
tion. If we are all very much con
cerned with the situation in Orissa 
and we want to take all measures 
for the purpose of containing the 
situation, I think it is a very light
hearted suggestion to say that we 
should have immediate elections 
th<*re and I hope that will not be 
done.

Mention was made I think by Mr. 
Makerjee that 1 was accusing the 
Opposition of scarc-mongering. I 
should think he was accusing me of 
scare-mongcri ng, perhaps he has 
forgotten about it I did visualise we 
were going to have a difficult situa
tion in the country and I did give a 
warning, but at that time 1 was accuse 
of scare-mongering, but let me leave 
that alone. Now every one of us has 
got involved in the present situation, 
and we hav0 to see that it does not 
go out of control, bceause this ig not 
a political matter. It is a question 
involving the lives of the people, 
involving particularly the future of 
children. It docs not matter even if 
there is some misery with regard to 
the old people. What about the 
flowering youth, the young children? 
Their whole life would be shattered. 
Therefore, we have to concentrate 
first on them. Not that I am not 
concerned with the misery of the 
others, difficulty of the others. In 
the order of priority l would give the 
first priority to give all the nutritious 
food, all the relief to the children 
and see that they get out of these 
miseries. Not that we should ignore 
the others. We must also take mea
sures to see that human misery and 
suffering is lessened and minimised 
and normalcy is brought about in this 
state. I welcome the offer made by 
Prof. Mukerjee and by the others to 
co-operate in this cause. Whatever 
might be done by the adminstartion 
on the official side, unless we as Mem
bers of Parliament an  ̂ responsible 
elected representatives participate in



[Shri C. Subramaniam.] 
all these things along with the elected 
assembly members, perhaps whatever 
action may be taken by the officials 
are likely to be deficient. These 
deficiencies will have to be made up, 
particularly by the participation of 
elccted representatives, to whatever 
party they may belong. With regard 
to voluntary agencies, I do agree that 
voluntary agencies will have to be 
brought in particularly organisations 
like the Ramakrishna Mission in 
which 1 am deeply involved. There
fore, it is not as it I would not like 
the Ramakrishna Mission to come in.
I would like the Ramakrishna Mission 
to come in. But the feeding pro
gramme should not be left to the 
voluntary organisations alone. We 
cannot say that voluntary organisa
tions have not come forward and 
therefore, these programmes have not 
been taken up. So, I have impressed 
upon the Orissa Government that if 
there is no voluntary organisation 
coming forward, that should not be 
an excuse for saying that the feeding 
programme has not been taken up.
If the voluntary organiastion is not 
there, Government will have to step 
in and see that the gap is filled up. 
In that also, I am sure the elected re
presentatives will play a great role. I 
can assure the House that it is not 
as if we are not concerned with the 
situation there, that we are benum
bed with regard to the situation in 
the country, with regard to the mise
ries of the people. We are greatly 
concerned with them. I am really 
happy that this discussion has brought 
about a better understanding of the 
situation. Particularly, I am grateful 
to the co-operative spirit in which the 
discussion had taken place. I thank 
you. ?
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Shri P. K. Deo: Sir, just one ques
tion. W ill the M inister assure the 
House that henceforth all the relief 
w orks w ill be entrusted to the people ’s 
organisations lik the panchayats and 
all that and that the contractors w ill 
be eliminated?

Shri C. Subramaniam: I am sorry
I missed this point. This is one of 
the points which 1 took up with the 
state Governments. They have agreed 
to this. Also with regard to some 
other suggestion about the distribu
tion of paddy instead of rice, we have 
put this point also to the state Gov
ernment. There were some difficul
ties raised with regard to this but I 
have said that I am not going to lis
ten to the difficulties. These difficul
ties will have to be overcome. If 
paddy distribution will be better for 
the people, it will have to be under
taken. I have also requested the 
Prime Minister to take this up and 
aee that these matters are settl
ed . .  . (Interruptions.)

^  f t r o  : ^

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: No more
questions. We have had enough now. 
The discussion is over. The House 
stands adjourned till 11 a .m . tomor
row.

18.15 hr*.

The Lok Sabha then adjourned till' 
Eleven of the Clock on Thursday, May 
12, 1966/Vaitakha 22, 1688 (Saka).
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