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RAILWAY BUDGET-GENERAL 
DISCUSSION-contd.. 

Shrl M. R. Hasan! (Raj kat) : Will 
the han. Minister be called today? 

Mr. Speaker: There are four hours 
and twenty minutes left. 

The Minister of Raliwaya (Shri 
S. K. Patll): You have allowed some-
thing to be taken up at 3.15; that 
would also take sometime. I would 
require about an hour. 

Mr. Speaker: Can I call the han. 
ldinister at 3.15? 

Shrl Barish Chandra Hathnr 
(Jalore): If we have four hours, that 
means this will go on till II o'clock. 

Mr. Speaker: Therefore, I will call 
the han. Minister at 4 o'clock. Mr. 
Rajaram. 

Shrl Raj_ram (Krishnagiri) : Sir, 
the other day I was urlinl the han. 

Railway Minister to drop the freight 
surcharge on coal. The increase in 
freight charge could have been met 
otherwise by plugging the loopholes 
in the railway administartion. Re-
garding passenger amcniLies, I would 
like to draw the attention of the House 
to the 23rd report of the estimate3 
Committee wherein they say that the 
Committee also recommend tha t any 
shortfall against the allotment of Rs. 3 
crores far passenger amenities in any 
particular year should be made good 
in the subsequent years. The other 
day Shri Ravinder Varma has calcu-
lated that the railway spending on 
passenger amenities was short by 
Rs. 3.27 lakhs. 

There is another thing. There are 
two bogies attached to the Nilgiri 
Express from Salem Junction. The 
Nilgiri Express starts from Salem at 
10.10 p.m. and reaches Madras in the 
early morning. So also, it starta 
from Madras at 8.25 p.m. and reaches 
Salem in the early morning. There 
is a I'ot of overcrowding in those com-
partments. I am therefore requesting 
the hon. Minister to aHot a third-class 
sleeper, coach to Salem passengers 
10 that they may have a little con-
venience, be"ause the Nilgiri Express 
runs nearly for eight hours from 
Salem to Madras. 

Then, as far as the C'onversion of 
metre gauge into broad gauge is con-
cerned, the nilway administration has 
already converted Gudiwada to Bhi-
mavaram and Viiayawada to Masuli-
patam into l:>road gauge lines. As far 
as the question of economy, speed 
comfort and other things arc concern-
ed, the broad gauge system is certain. 
ly more desirable. I think there are 
no two opini'>ns on this. I am not 
insisting on a change of everything, 
and all of a sudden, but I might point 
out one thing. We are n'Ow construc-
ting a railway-line in between Salem 
and Bangalore. Now Salem to Mad-
ras is a broad guage line; SO also; 
Bangalore to Jalarpet is another 
broad gasge line. The new line which 
is under construction in between 
Salem and Bangalore Is a metre gauge 




