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8hri B. R. Bhapt: Mr. Deputy-
Speaker, han. Members Who have 
participated in this resolution have 
naturally highlighted the difficult pro-
blems that face Calcutta. I shMe . 
their anxiety a1bout thOse problems. 

The importance cd' Calcutta is also 
obvious. Calcutta in many ways 
occupies a very uniqUe position in our 
economic, cOl!Illlllercial and cultural 
life, particularly in the eastern area. 
Coming from the area, I emotionally 
share the feelings about Calcutta. But 
it is a well-recognised fact that 
through a rather unfortunate coinci-
dence of circumstances all the pro-
blems or rather the difficulties 
of urban life haVe accumulated in a 
manner and in an area, the like of 
which is not available in any 
other city in the world. Prdbably 
Calcutta can be compared in the size 
of its problems OCI' difIIculties to a city 
like Tokyo. Or there may be larger 
cities like New York or London. But 
there the problem has been tackled 
througb a phased programme. So the 
position thaJt obtains in Calcutta is not 
only very difficult and complex, but 
Us difficulties and problems are of 
such dimensions that they have to be 
tackled on a big scale. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: The hon. Min-
ister will just watt. The Home Minis_ 
ter wants to make a statement. 

8hri Warior: About what? 

The MiDlster of Home Mairs 
(8hri Nanda): On the situation in the 
Kutch border area. 

17:13 Imr. 

STATEMENT RE: ATTACK ON 
POLICE POST IN KUTCH BORDER 

BY PAKISTAN FORCES 

The lfinister of Home Mairs (8hri 
Nanda): We have received informa-
tion that in the early hours of the 
morning today, one of our border 
police posts was attacked by Pakistan 
forces in the Kanjarkot area in which, 
as the HOllBe has been informed, 
Pakistan has made illegal intrusions 
and set up two standing posts. Our 
border police fired in self-<iefence. 
There have been casualties on both 
sides, details of which are awaited. 

The Pakistan authorities at the local 
level this afternoon asked for a meet-
ing between the Indus Rangers and 
Rajkot Rangers at commandants' level. 
We ·have agreed to a meeting if there 
is cessation of firing Iby Pakistan. 
We haVe instructed, the authorities 
concerned to accept the proposal and 
to ask for an immediate cease-fire and 
a meeting between the eommandants 
of Indus Rangers and the DSP, Rajkot 
Rangers. This 'proposal by Pakistan, I 
may add, is different from the proposal 
for a DG-DIG level meeting between 
the West Pakistan Rangers and Rajkot 
Rangers which we had made on the 
:trd March and to wbjch Pakistan has 
not yet re;,ponded. 

We shall keep the House informed 
of further developments. We are 
taking every p05sible step to meet the 
situation. 
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Shri Ranga (Chittoor): May I ask 
for some information? From the fact 
that this statement has come from the 
hon. Home Minister I take it that 
Government is still keen on keeping 
the protection of tbi" part of the 
border as the special responsibility of 
the border police. May I know whe-
ther the Government would be taking 
necessary steps in order to strengthen, 
even if they are not prepared to hand 
over this responsibility to the defence 
forces, the hands of the border police 
with the active advice, assistance and 
guidance from the defence forces, so 
that the House ·as ·well as the country 
could feel assured that it would be 
properly and effectively protected? 

Shri Nanlla: Yes, Sir. All that the 
hon. Member has Said-iS kept in view. 

Shri Warior (Trichur): May I know 
whether the Government cannot take 
up this matter at a level higher than 
district police officers, at least at the 
level of the Ingpectors-General of 
Police? 

8hri Nanlla: That also is bejng 
pursued. 
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Dr. L. M. SiDghvi: (Jodhpur): We 
have observed that Pakistan has 
tended On the one hand to suggest 
talks and meetings between comman-
ders, and on the other to resort to 

unprovoked violence. We would like 
to have a definite assurance from the 
Government, and the Prime Minister 
in particular, that no effert would be 
spared in meetinglhig-sort of insidious 
threat from Pakistan. 

Mr. Deputy-Sptaker: He has given 
that assurance. 

Shri Nanlla: The assurance has al-
ready been given. 

Shri N. C. Chatterjee (Burdwan): 
May I know if any Pakistani military 
forces are operating in that area, and 
if so whether our defence forces have 
been alerted or stationed there or haVe 
been sent there? 
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Shri S. M. Banerjee (Kanpur): I 
would like to know whether it is a 
fact that fhis was a calculated attempt 
on the part of Pakistan to start these 
incursions in a particular area to 
divert attention from the other sensi-
tive areas like Karimganj where they 
have started firing, and if so, apart 
from taking any precautions through 
the military or police to counter the 
offensive here, may I know what steps 
Government contemplate to take to 
counteract the joint offensive of China 
and Pakistan? 

Shri Nanda: The hon. Member has 
given his idea. All this has to be 
before us. 

Sbri S. M. Banerjee: I want to 
know whether this is a part of that, 
whether thi& is a calculated attempt, 
not only in & particular area. 

Mr. D~puty-Speaker: Every effort 
will be taken, that is what he said. 

Shri S. M. Banerjee: This is a 
sudden announcement without any 
previous notice. 
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Shri 11. N. Mukerjee (Calcutta 
Central): I am prepared to coooede 

that Government is as anxious as 
the rest of us in securing the safety 
of our border.s. Wha,t disturbs me 
is this continuous report of Pakistani 
activities of a military or quasi-
military nature in different regions of 
our country. May I know, if, apart 
from taking whatever security steps 
are necessitated in different regions 
ITom time to time, we are doing 
something to counteract this kind of 
mischievous conduct on the part of 
Pakistan which, in collusion with 
China, is keeping up tension in our 
part of the world? Is Government 
doing something about it? I am 
ready to concede that Government is 
doing whatever it can to push them 
back and to secure our frontiers. But 
I want to know what is being sought 
to be done in order to make sure that 
the world gets a picture of this kind 
of pin-pricking activities on the part 
of Pakistan, particularly in alliance 
with China. 

Shri Nanda: That aspect is also 
kept in mind. 

Shri S. M. Banerjee: Sir, I want to 
make a submission. On such an im-
portant matter, when an important 
statement is made, there is no quorum 
in the House, and-

Sbri Warior: If we knew it, we 
would have secured a quorum. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: There is quo-
rum. It is an important statement 
which he wanted to make and so I 
allowed it. 

Shri Warior: We did not know that. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: They got the 
information only a sOrt while ago. 

Shri S. M. Banerjee: On such an 
important matter, tney must take the 
hon. Members into confidence; lihey 
must have conveyed the feeling to 
you and then you should have allow-
ed it. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: 
them. Shri Bhal!at. 

did allow 




