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Government of the United States for pur-
chase of machinery for installing nuclear 

• power stations in the country, and if it is 
true, whether the Minister of Energy would 
be able to say something about it? 

SHRI VASANT SATHE: This does not 
arise out of the main Question. 

[Translation] 

SHRI JAGANNATH CHOUDHARY: Mr. 
Speaker, Sir, last time in response to a 
question put by Shri Raj Kumar Rai with re-
gard to setting up of a Thermal Power Sta-
tion at Belthara road in Ballia distnct, the 
hon. Minister of Energy had said that he 
will ask for a report in this regard from the 
Government of Uttar Pradesh. I would like 
to know from the hon. Minister whether 
the Government of Uttar Pradesh has 
since given its consent and If so, when the 
work will be taken up? 

SHRI KAlPNATH RAI: We have asked 
for a report in this regard from the Gov-
ernment of Uttar Pradesh but it has not 
been received so far. 

[English] 

Availability of Polymers 

*195. SHRI SAIFUDDIN CHOWDHARY: 
Will the Minister of INDUSTRY be pleased 
to state: 

~a) whether Government are 
anticipating shortfall in the availability of 
polymers in the country beyond 1990; and 
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(b) if so, what will be the demand and 
supply position by 19907 

THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRY (SHRI J. 
VENGAl RAO): (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) The projected demand and domestic 
availability of polymers in 1990-91 are 
858,000 tonnes and 490,000 tonnes re-
spectively, indicating a shortfall of 368,000 
tonnes. 

SHRI SAIFUDDIN CHOWDHARY: The 
hon. Minister has admitted that the short-
fall between demand and supply in 
1990·91 would be 368,000 tonnes. This 
has necessitated the Government to in-
dulge in large scale imports and it is con-
templated to build up port facilities on the 
western coast to tackle the large-scale im-
ports. May I know whether it is a fact that , 
if approval for the Haldia Petrochemicals 
had been given years ago, then we could 
tide over this shortfall between demand 
and supply and could also save the pre-
cious foreign exchange that is going to be 
expended .. -and the amount will be Rs. 800 
crores. 

SHRI J. VENGAl MD: On the petro-
chemical side, we are late-starters. Our in-
digenous production is very low, and we 
are importing in 1988 2,50,000 tonnes. 
Next year we have to start pre petro-
chemical complexes. We have appointed a 
Committee, the Abid Hussain Committee; 
they are selecting the projects and we have 
to start more projects to meet the demand. 

S~RI BAsUOEB ACHARIA : Why don't 
you give approval to the Haldia Project? 

SHRI SAJFUDDIN CHOWDHARY: Due 
to the criminal neglect, I must say, in giving 
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approval for the project for which all the 
papers are ready, we are not only going to 
lose foreign exchange worth hundreds of 
crores of rupees but also harming the 
growth of job opportunities; it will also 
hamper the ecologicdl plan that the Gov-
ernment is making by way of our failure to 
replace timber and other materials by 
polymer products. It is a criminal neglect, I 
must say. I would like to know whether the 
Minister is prepared to tell us which agen-
cies of the Government are responsible for 
this delay in giVing approval to the petro-
chemical, projects, Includang the Haldia 
Petrochemicals. 

SHRI J. VENGAL RAD: That IS a part of 
West Bengal Government. .. 

SH RI BASUDfB ACHARIA' It has been 
pending with you for the last eleven years. 

SHRI J. VENGAl RAO: More than once I 
have answered this question here. All the 
clearances were given by our Min-
Istry .... . (lnterruptlons) 

SHRI BASUDEB ACHARIA: What about 
clearance from lOBI? That has not been 
approved. (Interruptions) 

SHRI J. VENGAl RAG. They have to set-
tle with the financial institutions. The pro-
Ject Will cost Rs. 2,000 crores. 
(InterruptIons) 

SHRI BASlJDEB ACHARIA: It is a collec-
tive responsibility. Clearance from the f 1-
nance Mtnistry has not been Issued so far. 
(Interruptions) 

{TranslatIon] 

MR. SPEAKER: What are you doing, Shri 
Acharia? Why are you interrupting? 

IEngllsh/ 

Without my permission how do you go 
to hIm? Anythmg else. That IS all. 

SHRI PRAKASH V. PATIL - Not present 

SHRI SHANTARAM NAIK· Not present 

SHRI RAM BAHADUR SINGH - Not pre-
sent 

{Translation] 

SHRI C. MADHAV REDOI: Have I called 
your name? All right. 

{English] 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE 

(Interruptions) 

SHRI RAM PYARE PANIKA: This ;s an in-
sult to the House. He 15 going out of the 
House. (Interruptions) 

SHRI RAM PYARE PAN I KA: This ;s not 
good for thiS august House .... 
(Interruptions) 

(Translation J 

MR. SPEAKER: It is up to him. If he 
wants to leave, what can I do? 

{English} 

Tapping of Telephones 

*198. PROF MADHU DANDAVATF.: 

SHRI C. MADHAV REDOI: 

Will the MInister of COMMUNICA-
TIONS be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government have seen re-
cent press report regarding tapping of the 
telephonic talks held between pohtrcal 
leaders; 

(b) if so, the facts thereof; 

(c) whether such talks are tapped by the 
Telephone Department and if so, under 
whose instructions; and 

(d) if not, whether Government propose 
to get this investigated through an inde-
pendent agency as to why the talks were 
tapped and at whose instance? 

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNtCA-
TIONS (SHRI BIR BAHAOUR SINGH): (a) 
Yes, Sir. Government have seen a report in 




