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theft ? You very well know whee pow~r 
theft actually occurs. What steps are 
you going to take to check it ? 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, the generation cost 
is actually Rs. ~. It is increased to 
Rs. 10 on the pretext that the farmers· 
are provided· electricity at the rate of 
Rs. 2. You have not done much for the 
farmers. What steps are being taken for 
checking power theft so that the farmers 
are able to get power at a cheaper rate ? 
1 he price of agricultural produces like 
\\heat, cotton, rice do not increase. 

MR. SPEAKER 
mentary. 

Put your supple-

(Interruptions) 

MR, SPEAKER: Hon, Shri Tuhiram 
wants to say that when the farmer does 
not get full price for his produce, and 
sells it at a Joss, then the Government is 
not doing him any favour by providing 
him electricity at subsidised rates. Hence 
they should be given priority. 

SHRI VAS ANT SA THE : I want to 
humbly submit that the farmers a1e the 
hackbone of our country and so, if we 
1Zive them power at subsidised rate~. we 
are not doing them any favour. I fully 
agree with the view of the hon Member. 
We should supply electricity to farmers 
at cheaper rates aJI righ~. Let a Commi1-~ 
tee of the House decide as to what should 
be the ex-co~t of generation including 
transmission minus theft, if the electricity 
board or the producer is quite efficient. 

SHR GIRDHARI LAL VYAS : Mr. 
Sreaker. Sir, please allow a discussion on 
the subject. 

MR. SPEAKER If you so suggest, 
of course, we shall. do it. But let this 
question be completed, 

(Interruptions) 
.. 

SHRI v ASANT SA THE = Theoreti-
cally, af we accept the cost as 50 paise, 
then at what rate should we buy power 

from State Electricity Boards ? Should 
they be allowed to run at a Joss ? Would 
that be in the interest of the nation.'! 
This should be discussed and whatever 
decision the House takes should be 
adhered to. I would not ltke the farmers 
to suffer. 

MR. SPEAKER Make the hon. 
Members from Uttar Pradesh understand 
it. 

[English] 

Parallel Telecommunlcatlons System 

•3. SHRI RAMSWAROOP RAM 
Will the Minister of COMMUNICA-
TIONS be pleased to state : 

(a) whether any proposals were recei-
ved from the private sector for setri,..g up 
a parallel telecommunications system to 
relieve congestion in the existing lines; 

(b) if so, the details thereof; and 

(c) the decision taken thereon ? 

THE MINISTER OF STA TE IN THE 
MlNISTR,Y OF COMMUNICATJOf'ojS 
(SHRI SONTOSH MOHAN DEV) : (a) 
No i;uch proposa,ls have been received 
from private sector for settiag up a par• 
allel telecommunications system to relievt: 
congestion ia the existing lines. 

(b) and (c) Question does not arise 
in view of (a) above. 

[Translation) 

SHRI RAMSWAROOP RAM : Mr. 
Speaker. Sir, though communicat.ion 
System is the most important organ of 
the country. yet th!:!rc is so much of line 
congestion that we cannot communicate 
from one r lace to another easily. The 
Government has stated that on proposals 
from the private sector are under con-
sideration, agreed. But I want to know 
whether efforts are being made to improve 
the communication system to relieve con-
ge~tion in the existing Jines while con-
tinuing to retain it in the public sector ? 
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[Englilh] 

SHRI SONTOSH MOHAN DEV : 
Sir. in March J 986, an Inter-Miaisteriai 
Committee was set up to examine a 
spec ia I tele-communication system for 
bu'iiness and industri ai r.etwork. They 
have submitted their Report in October 
J 9 8 6 and this is under the active con-
sideration of the Government. If it is 
implemented, there wiil be a new type of 
tele-communication systt:m for the indus-
trial and busine:;s houses. 

[Transfalio11) 

SHRI RAMSWAROOP RA\1 Has 
expert opinion from other CO\.mtries been 
taken to relieve congestion in the Jines ? 

(Englifh) 

SHRI SONTOSH MOHAN DEV 
Sir, there are enough experts within the 
country to look after the maintenanco of 
the telc-communication system :rnd a 
continuous process is going on to improve 
the service. There is no need to get any 
foreign experts for this purpose. 

SHRI ASUTOSH LAW : Sir, may I 
know fcom the hon. Minister, in view of 
the Government's deci~ion not to give to 
the privait" sector the tek-communication 
svstem. whether the Government is now 
considering to st:t up a N1gam in Calculta 
cnnsidcring the fact that rhe Calcutta 
Telephones has at present got no admini-
stration, it is not working at all. There. 
fo-e, I would Jil<:e to know whether the 
Government has got any positive pro-
no~a I to set, up a Nigam in Calcurta, 
instead bf Calcutta Telephones. 

SHRI SA.NTOSH MOHAN DEV : 
Sir, the Calcutta Telephone system is 
working, but it certainly need3 imprJve-
ment. 

(Interruptions) 

SHRY ASUTOSH LAW It is not 
wor1<ing at all. On 19U, 197 and 18& 
there is no response. Nobod'' can get 
any response for the trunk cans, STD, 
Assistance-nothing at all. There is no 
telephone system working there. 

SHRI SONTOSH MOHAN DEV : 
Sir, as I said, the teleohone system is 
working there. There are certain improve-
ments ne~ssary and the Government is not 
censidering creation of any Nigarn at the 
moment. 

SHRI THAMPAN THOMAS: In this 
context, I would like to know how many 
applications an:. p.ending throughout the 
country-it is just to shClw the gravity-
and how you are going to cater to their 
needs. Still are y.ou viewing it as a luxury 
or utility and what is your plan to cope 
up with the situation ? Is there any pro-
gramme for the Government in that 
manner? 

SHRI SO"ITOSH MOHAN DEV : 
Sir, at present there are about JO Jakhs 
in the waiting list in the country. In the 
Seventh Five Year Plan our target is to 
corrmission I 6 lakhs, thereby not only 
the existing waiting Jis t, but future pro-
snective consumers will also be looked 
after. 

MR. SPEAKER Question No. 4-
Shri V.S Kri:;hna Iyer. 

[ Tran ... /utio11] 

SHRJ JAGANNATH CHOUDHARY: 
Mr. speaker, Sir, l wa.nt to put a ques-
tion regarding telephones. 

MR. SPEAKER I have already 
cal:ed the next name you can put it later 
on. 

( E11g/islz] 

Setting up of Ess Ill and Ess IV units 
of Indian Telephone fodustrles 

*4. SHRI V .S. KRISHNA IYER 
Will the Minister of COMMUNICA-
TIONS be pleased to state : 

(a) whether there is any proposal to 
set up electronic switching system I!I and 
electronic switching system IV units of 
Indian Telephone Industries; 

(b) if so, the places where these are 
proposed to be set up; 




