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Rs. 18.6 lakhs, with an anticipated 
return of 5 per cent. The present-
day cost is likely to be 12 to 15 times 
as much, and the Project, therefore, 
will be unremunerative. 

(c) No such proposal is included in 
the Railways' programme of cons-
truction for new lines for the Third 
Five Year Plan. 

1% 1U's. 

OBITUARY REFERENCE 

Mr. Speaker: I think, hon. Mem-
bers must have read this morning the 
news about the sad demise of the 
Maharaja of Sikkim. Of course, we 
deeply mourn the loss of a friend of 
ours. He was a benevolent ruler in 
whose incumbency the State made 
marked progress. I am sure, the 
House will join me in conveying our 
condolences to the bereaved family 
and to the Government and the people 
of Sikkim. I will request hon. 
Members to stand in silence for a 
minute. 

The Members then stood in silence 
for a short while. 

12.01 hrs, 

CALLING ATTENTION TO MATTER 
OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORT-
ANCE 

EXPLOSION IN A RAILWAY WAGON AT 
AJN} NEAR N AGPUR 

Mr. Speaker: I have 
notices from many hon. 
Shri Mani Ram Bagri is 
signatory. He may read it. 

received 
Members. 
the first 
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The Minister of Railways (Shri 
Dasappa): May I crave your indulg-
ence to make my statement in 
English? 

Mr, Speaker: Yes. 

Shrl Dasappa: On 2-12-1963 at 
10.05 hours, a covered wagon CR No, 
51176 repacked at Ajni transhipment 
shed for !tarsi Junction containing 
detonators, potassium chlorate and 
military stores exploded while stand-
ing in one of the yard lines in Ajni 
Milrshalling Yard. 

2. This wagon was repacked in the 
Ajni transhipment shed On 29-11-1963. 
It was a van made up with danger-
ous goods and sealed for Harsi with 
63 cases, details of which arc gIven 
below: 

43 cases of delorut.ors hooked from 
Itwari (Nag(Jur). 

(41 to Tanakpur, N.E. Rly, 1 to 
Solon, 1 to Joginder Nagar). 

20 cases of potassium chlorate 
from Salt Cotaurs to Kanpur. 

~se of military store, from 
Salt Cotaul's to Chandigarh. 

3. The explosion of the wagon 
caused damage to 20 other wagons 
including heavy damage to 3 wagons 
containing full pressed sotton, rolled 
paper and bitumen. There was also 
some damage to track, telephone and 
telegraph wires, railway quarters and 
staff quarters of the Government 
Medical College nearby. The dam-
age to property in the Railway pre-
mises is estimated to be approximate-
ly Rs. 1.60 lakhs. 

4. Thirty-two persons received 
minor injuries. Of these, twenty-
eight were Rail""",y employees, two 
members of Railway employees' 
families and two outsiders. No one 
was seriously injured. 


