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TimrrY-FIRST REPORT 

SMt Rane·(Bi1ldana): Sir, I beg to 
present "the Thirty-first Report of :the 
~ Advlsory;'COmmittee 

l'Ui hrB.. 

CALLING.,ATl'ENTIONTO MAa'TER. 
OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPOR:rANCE. 

SftDa: TBIII:U'"BYHOUSB' SUIIGEONBOF 
HOSPl!TALS IN DELBl 

ShrtD:'C. Sharma (Gilrnaspur): I 
catF the . attention· of . 'the Minister ot 
Health to the strike threat by House 
Surgeons of hospitals in Delhi to 
press their demands. 

Tbe Minister Of Health (Dr. SushiJa 
Nayar): On the 16th of· November, 
the Interns and House Surl.eons of 
the Irwin Hospital and G. B. Pant Hos-
pital made a representation to the 
Chief Commissioner of Delhi in res-
pect of demands for increase in their 
monthly allowance' and alterations of 
their working canditions. They wanted 
an increase in the monthly allowance 
from Rs. 150l-to Rs 2501- p.m. for 
HOUSe Surgeons and from Rs 1001- to 
Rs;' 1501: p.m. for Interns with efIect 
from the current session. On the 
same day, the House Surgeons of Saf-
darjang Hospital and House Surgeons 
and Interns of the Lady Hardinge 
Hospital and Registrars of the Willing 
don Hospital made representation to 
their Superintendents along similar 
lines. They asked for time to see me 
and I received a deputation of House 
Surgeons on the 17th· evening; De-
mands in their werking· conditions 
made by some. of .them were as fol-
lows:-

(i) Duty boars- BhCNikl nGt be 
more than 48 hours and not 
mm'e then· 8hOlD!ll-a day. 

(Ii) One holiday every week 

(iii) A single seated furnished 
room. free of rent be provided 
to each House ~urIl4\On. 

There were various other demands 
relating to casual leave, medical care, 
linen, moderate rate of boarding, re-
creation' centre etc. The representa-
tives of the House surgeons and In-
terns saw me yesterday' and explain-
ed" their . difftculties and grievances.. I 
might 'mention that this was the first 
time tha.t they had brought up this 
subject, so far as' I am concerned. I 
gave them a sympathetic hearing and 
told them that their demand~ would be 
considered carefully but it was not 
proper :for them to put forth· their de-
mands together with their threat of 
strike. I explained to them that doc-
torsbe1onged to a noble profession and 
were ,not· expected to resort to trade 
unioD: methods and that such conduct 
was in fact a breach of the Code of 
Ethics which every doctor was expect-
ed to observe. The House Surgeons' 
representatives told me that the news-
paper report was incorrect and they 
had not· given any notice of a strike 
at all. I advised them to withdraw 
whatever notice they had given after 
which they went away to consult 
their colleagues. I had exnected 
that they would take the advice to 
heart'-and refrain ·from strike but was 
pa;nfully surprised to·learn today that 
some' of them have served a strike 
notiee·from mid-night tonight. 

The Interns Or Rotating Hou.em'!n 
as they are now called, are graduates 
under traininl( and are all allow-
ed full registration under the Ind'an 
Medical Council Act only after com-
pleting this .period of training. 

The,House .Surgeons who have com-
pleted their year.of·compulsory house-
manship are people undergoing a 
period of further traininl( dur'ng whiCh 
they' develop self-confidence and ac-
quire clinical experience requil"ed to 
fit .them for joining Post-graduate 
course if they so desire. The rotating 
housemen and the House Surgeons are 
also emploved for a period of 12 
months in twt> spells of s'x months 
eaclt. get Rs. 100 and Rs. 150 p.m. res-
pectively" a!OllI" with ~ furnished 
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single bachelor accommodation as far 
as practicable within the hospital pre-
mises with free water and electricity. 
The House Surgeons are also entitled 
to the services of Class IV staff and 
the use of cutlery, crockery and other 
items In the mess, They get a weekly 
ofT day and 12 days ca,ual leave In 
a year Is also allowed subject to the 
exigencies of service. Medical and Wel-
fare measures, library facilities etc. 
are provided as for other medical offi-
cers In the hospital. 

The House Surgeons, I might men-
tion, are not regular Government ser-
vants. The House Surgeonshlp is In 
the nature of extended training SO that 
they are generally anxious to spend 
as much time as possible in the wards 
etc. and the mention of a 48 hour 
week is obviously based on some 
misconception. They are free not 
to join as HOUse Surgeons if they do 
not wish to do so. They however have 
to go through a period of internship 
or lotating Hou,emanshlp as a com-
!:,!::ory period of training. 

I am aware that the cost of living Is 
showing rising trend and realise the 
hardship experienced by the young 
doctors on that account. That is why I 
have promised sympathetic considera-
tion of their difficulties. But I do feel 
strongly that it would be wrong for 
the House Surgeons to resort to 
strike to enforce the'r demands. Stri-
kes by those who have to deal with 
life and death would indicate a lack 
of due sense of responsibility imposed 
on them by the profession. which they 
have chosen for themselves. I hope 
and pray that they will desist from 
taking this very ill-advised step, 
whiCh might even be construed as 
serious misconduct in terms Of the 
Code of medical ethics adopted by the 
medical profession. 

Shrl D. C. Sharma: Besides giving 
this long lecture of medical ethics to 
Houae Surgeons and the interns, Ina7 
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1. know whether the hon. Minister baa 
given them any assurance that within 
a reasonable time, say one month or 
two months, their pay will be upgrad-
ed in terms. of the rising prices to 
which she has referred, because at 
least to some of us the demands 
seemed very reasonable? 

Dr. Sushlla Nayar: They have been 
assured that it will be done In t'he 
shortest possible time and the process 
will start after they have withdrawn 
their notice. 

Shrl Sezhl:van (Perambalurl: May 
I know whether it Is a fact that in 
Bombay the House Surgeons are given 
an allowance of Rs. 200 per month? 
If so, could it not be done in Delhi 
also? 

Dr. Sushlla Nayar: No. in Bombay 
they are not given Rs. 200. They ale 
given only Rs 150. 

11ft ~ m'lf\' (f""f'fn- ) : 
ft~~~~f'li'~~ 
it .n-~ ~ 'l\1" '\Tlf'l\1" ~r ~ 'flIT 
m m ~til' ~T miT >;font 
1 9/14 it ~ ;forn:f!l' iii" mlf.r im 

'l\1" 'f1, 'R Ofq (ff;; ~ (f'!i' ;;.r 'R ~ 

f.rah:r ~1 ~T ~ <!<T ~ I fl m:r.r 
"'Tf~"'T~'R'rij-~? ~ 
~fh!fu~(fT 'Ii'Of<!'li' ~'f!'t1ffili".m 
it~'Ii'<:fu<rr~? 

Tlo ~ ~: ~ <mI' '1<'rn' ~ 1 
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Ilft ~q (<fu:r'T&): Ofq 

lia'T ~~ iii" 'f1'm:r it ~ <mI' 'fT f.f; 
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~ i!r ·Iflff ~1 WIT 1fln' 

Tlo~~: ;;ii!ri{\' JGmfuI 
~T ~ ~ lli1TT, ~ 17 ~ 
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if>i 'I1i'ln" l:" mr ~ ~h if.r ;R\;r ~ ;;rR ~ !flIT ~ I ~ ~ 
'EI'~ ~~ ~ ~oliW it ~mr amf ~f.f;~~~~~ 
~T I ~, ~ ;f;ft iii 01l"<'lro ft ~ 

"" ~ ,Q'q' : ~o~ ~ 
~ ~r, '1R q;roiik 1IiT ~6 
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"" 'P'" ..... ~ (ffitl') ,0: 
ft ~ "1~ ~ f~ ~ ~ fiI;R 
~ ~;:r ~, a';;it ~ mr.rl it; omr 
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1I'i\" ~ ~T ~n: m; ~ ~T, 
~ '3"'~ ~ '1ft Q1l'lIi'T ~T ? 

~o ~ ;fIlf1: : ~ ~ 
l1mf ~ I ~ iI'ffi' fu;;:IT it ;;IT iff<: 1f.~ 
~ ~ f~, fi~fq;;, tl''1il{~;;(;r 

$ 'Rf ~"'", {;;if ~ ~ 
...,. ~lIT 2 41 ~ I fi;; if ~ "9CTT 'liT 
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~I 

,",. ~o;mn: : ~ . ..n 
~ ~ m 11ft ~Tmr m ~ mfli;0 
lI1.f ~ ~Wr 1iT ~ ~ ij-
~T~tl~~~ij-~it 
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IfIft ~, 'l<: ~T mr ~ ;;ff.t ij- If<'i ~ 
'I1'!n";;crT~;;@~ I fitl'T~ij­

WiJ rf;~ it ~ tlT1f.t lI1lit t I ;;f't 
~I~ m;;r;; irt: <mr m11; ~ m mr.rr 
lfior~~ f~~, ~ '«IT aT fitl' 
;rrn~"","tl'Ii<:TT ~ fit; ~ ~ ~ oriT 
f.f; ~it ~m '«IT ~ crT ~If ~~ ~T 
~ <mr m ;;rRf i!rf.t;;; ~if 1l'T\i1f ;;@ 'IT 
'Ii qrq-~ ~~tft ~r;;(\' ~ ;; 

~ 1ft0~ ~ ~~~ii; 
on€fqrq-m~~~~~ 

m it I ~if'!n"_ II{ ~ f.f; ~ 
~o"'" ~ l¢t @' iI(f t II{ ~ 
tf.l;~m~~if~tf.r; 
~ ~ l!;;fT~ t 111 ortT t ~ lrU 
llIT1IT t fit; ifij ~ ;fR ~ <¥T ~ .je-
m~~~~tq~~ 
f'IqT lIi<:, ~ ~ m iI'ffi' ~1Irtt ~ 
i1iT ~ 'I1~ 1{~~~ 
~1' "fTQ1i'r I ;f~ ~ ~~ ~ if 
f1f;m: crT l!i<:0 iff ~~ if;;ffll;';r 'q1J'q' ~ 
~.t ;;~i\1' f~ ~ ~ ~ crT m( 
"1ft r,.,cr;ft" m ~ IfiTlf;rr~ 1!;rf.f;;; iff 
~~pr~rnlmm ~~~ 
wffl ~ ~, ~ ~ cr<t>oftq; 
~~.I ~ft ~1I'f~ift 
~ fit; meU iii ~ 1iT 
~~ itlfm~~~ 
~ 'liT ~ wowr ~ m -:a-o-fr 
~r ~~ij-"'~""'~~ 
m I ~1ft~~.~'ifl'ija-t, 
~ ~ ~ f.m' 'liT fW ~it ~ . 
.,.,.~~~tl 

~ PI" .. IQffnf : ~ 
~, irt: n..- 1IiT ~ ~ ~ I 
if.r ~ 'IT fit; ~ ~ ~ w;i~ ~ 
{;;if ij- fiI;cr;ff iii <mr 'I1'!n";; ~ ~ mr.n 
iii q'RI' ~ ~ ~ I fl:rf.Im: ~ it 
qr fit; wmr ~~ WlIro q- 1fif t aT 
~armq-A~.~~­
m foro: 1f'IiTiIl 11ft ~ m ~ 
l¢t, ~ ifTl: it ~ Iflrr ~ t ? 

Mr·o Chairman: The ohon. Minister 
has already stated that now the Dum. 
ber haa gone up and they are t17iIII 
to provide accommodation as early .. 
poasIble. 
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~ Sj·"rr~,.il~ mliifl ~ 
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& I 
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tIT ~ ~ m'ifli: ; f~~ li ~T 
foo ~ ~ q"( ro~ iffif R ~ ? 

~o ~ ifI~ : '16 ~a- ~ f.!; 
~~li~~i!;mr~T 
lifT, ~ 1i<1'l ~ li ifu:IFrr ~ 
~~.~ ,i!; ~JOFT 
'liQ'ifT ,~ f.!; m omr Q<[ l!ij f~ 

ifQ:T:~ I ~m mr m qwf ~T lfi/ 
;fujr ,~ ~ ~ m{ ~ ~ f.!; ~ 
~ ~ lfi1TT I crm ~ mr lit 
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Shri Nambiar (Tiruchirapalli): 
Arising out of the answer given by 
the hon. Minister, here is a letter ad-
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Delhi, dated the 8th September, 1964, 
wherein they have aaid:-

"We are sure that the authori-
ties are quite aware of these fact£ 
and we sincerely hope that you 
would take personal interest to 
make a lIubstantial increase in the 
honorarium and make this job 
a decent, dignified and respecta-
ble one." 

In view of the fact that SUM a letter 
had been sent as early as the 8th Sep-
tember which was follOWed by ano-
ther letter to the Superintendent or 
the.. same date, what is the reason that 
the hon. Minister did not inquire into 
the matter and see whether this in-
crease in thir honorarium could be 
given or not and why it is now being 
denied on the plea that these men are 
going on action? The Government had 
enough time to consider this que3tlOn 
and avoid a situation that is brewing 
today in aU the hospitals. What is the 
reason for that? 

Dr. Sushila Nayar: I have already 
given the reply. The office of the 
Chief Commissioner, if this letter was 
sent to the Chief Commissioner, is 
completely different from the otlice 
of the Health Minister. There was nO 
information receiVed by the Health 
Ministry till the day before yesterday, 
that is, the 16th of this month. 

Shri Nambiar: We are pJlepared to 
give the copies of both these letters 
now. 

Dr. Sushila Nayar: That is not ne-
cessary now. It is obvious that if they 
have sent it to Chief Commissioner 
earlier, that office must have been 
thinking about it I cannot say. 

Some Hon. Members TOle-

Mr. Chairman: Hon. Members will 
resume their seats. Enough opportu-
nity has been given to all hon. Mem-
bers. The House stands adjourned to 
meet again at 11 o'clock on Friday. 
17.15 hrs. 

dressed by those housemen of Irwin The Lok Sabha then adjourned till 
Hospital, New Delhi, to the Chief Eleven of the Clock on Friday. Novem-
Commissioner, Delhi Adimnistration, ber 20, 1964/Kartika 29, 1886 (Sakal. 
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