ya Calling:
17 hrs.

BUSINESS." ADVISORY ‘COMMITTEE'

THIRTY-FIRST REPORT

Skt Rane(Buldana): Sir, I beg to
present-the Thirty-first Report of the
Bisiness Advisory ‘Committee

17.84 hrs.

CALLING..ATTENTION TQO MATTER
OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE.

STRIKE THREAT BY HOUSE SURGEONS ‘OF
HOSPITALS IN DFELEZ

Shri D.: C. Sharma (Gurdaspur): 1
call "the -attention- of ‘the Minister of
Health to the strike threat by House
Surgeons of hospitals in Delhi to
press their demands,

The Minister of Health (Dr, Sushila
Nayar): On the 16th of - November,
the Interns and House Surgeons of
the Irwin Hospital and G. B. Pant Hos-
pital made a representation to the
Chief Commissioner of Delhi in res-
pect of demands for increase in their
monthly allowance anq alterations of
their working conditions, They wanted
an increase in the monthly allowance
from Rs. 150|-to Rs 250|- p.m. for
House Surgeons and from Rs 100|- to
Rs; 150{. p.m. for Interns with effect
from the current session. On the
same day, the House Surgeons of Saf-
darjang Hospital and House Surgeons
and Interns of the Lady Hardinge
Hospital and Registrars of the Willing
don Hospital made representation to
their Superintendents along similar
lines. They asked for time to see me
and I received a deputation of House
Surgeons on the 17th evening. De-
mands in their werking: conditions
made by some of them were as fol-
lows: —

(i) Duty hours-showld net be
more than 48 hours and not
more then 8 hours-a day.

(ii) Ome holiday every week
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(ili) A single seated furnished
room. free of rent be provided
to each House Surgeon.

There were various other demands
relating to casual] leave, medical care,
linen, moderate rate of boarding, re-
creation - centre etc. The representa«
tives of the House surgeons and In-
terns saw me yesterday and explain-
ed- their difficulties and grievances, I
might ‘mention that this was the first
time that they had brought up this
subject, so far as'I am concerned. I
gave them a sympathetic hearing and
told them that their demands would be
considered carefully but it was not
proper for them to put forth their de-
mands together with their threat of
strike. I explained to them that doc-
tors belonged to a noble profession and
were - not ‘expected to resort to trade
union- methods and that such conduct
was in fact a breach of the Code of
Ethics which every doctor was expect-
ed to observe, The House Surgeons’
representatives told me that the news-
paper report was incorrect and they
had not given any notice of a strike
at all. I adviseq them to withdraw
whatever notice they had given after
which they went away to consult
their colleagues. I had exvected
that they would take the advice to
heart-and refrain from strike but was
painfully surprised to learn today that
some of them have served a strike
notice -from mid-night tonight.

The Interns or Rotating Housemen
as they are now called, are graduates
under training and are all allow-
ed full registration under the Ind‘an
Medical Council Act only after com-
pleting this period of training.

The House -Surgeons who have com-
pleted their year. of compulsory house-
manship are people undergoing a
period of further training dur'ng which
they - develop self-confidence and ac-
quire clinical experience required to
fit them for joining Post-graduate
course if thev so desire. The rotating
housemen and the House Surgeons are
also emploved for a period of 12
months in twon spells of s°x months
each. get Rs. 100 and Rs. 150 p.m. res-
pectively- along - with free  furnished
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single bachelor accommodation as far
as practicable within the hospital pre-
mises with free water and electricity.
The House Surgeons are also entitled
to the services of Class IV staff and
the use of cutlery, crockery and other
items in the mess. They get a weekly
off day and 12 days casual leave in
a year is also allowed subject to the
exigencies of service. Medical and Wel-
fare measures, library facilities ete.
are provided as for other medical offi-
cers in the hospital,

The House Surgeons, I might men-
tion, are not regular Government ser-
vants. The House Surgeonship is in
the nature of extended training so that
they are generally anxious to spend
as much time as possible in the wards
etc. and the mention of a 48 hour
week is obviously based on some
misconception. They are free not
to join as House Surgeons if they do
not wish to do so. They however have
to go through a period of internship
or 1otating Housemanship as a com-
pulsory period of training.

I am aware that the cost of living is
showing rising trend and realise the
hardship experienced by the young
doctors on that account. That is why I
have promised sympathetic considera-
tion of their difficulties. But I do feel
strongly that it would be wrong for
the House Surgeons to resort to
strike to enforce their demands. Stri-
kes by those who have to deal with
life and death would indicate a lack
of due sense of responsibility imposed
on them by the profession. which they
have chosen for themselves. I hope
and pray that they will desist from
taking this very ill-advised step,
which might even be construed as
serious misconduct in terms of the
Code of medical ethics adopted by the
medical profession,

&

Shri D. C. Sharma: Besides giving
this long lecture of medical ethics to
Houge Surgeons and the interns, may
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I know whether the hon. Minister has
given them any assurance that within
a reasonable time, say one month or
two months, their pay will be upgrad-
ed in terms.of the rising prices to
which she has referred, because at
least to some of us the demands
seemed very reasonable?

Dr. Sushila Nayar: They have been
assured that it will be done in the
shortest possible time and the process
will start after they have withdrawn
their notice.

Shri Sezhivan (Perambalur): May
I know whether it is a fact that in
Bombay the House Surgeons are given
an allowance of Rs. 200 per month?

If so, could it not be done in Delhi
also?

Dr. Sushila Nayar: No. in Bombay
they are not given Rs, 200. They are
given only Rs 150.

ot werm el (fasaix) -
# g ST =eaT € B ogrew awe
¥ N aE gzaw Y A A & own
T TEY IR T A qWTE,
1964 ¥ wareey waTew F AN AW
Y oY, 9T o A9 7Y qF I WAL
fauiw o @ @@ a9 g 16 A
1 forewes 7 waw § @ ? oafy
7g feafa & &) w0 a% I A & AR
% faofr w3 faem smoa ?

o FIAT AL ¢ IT I T4 & |
et HAAT FF ITH! A gEIL ATHA
oy §f

st Wgreren  (Pea) o=
F R s g dt fs
ug feafs dar & awt @, @ STy
ot Y g & fag @i aowTer
Fréars a8 ' o IRy qE A
eedt & i+ g omr ?

o sty v FA D 16 A"
1 IR gUT T, ST 17 A0
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Ft e & fear mar s &Y w0 ol
HE g% I ghgEl ¥ Ay @Td A
gt |

o Wgr ewew - gaedt & w|
A= F, AR TEANe F1 degE
FTE | FAT ErAT § HAY AT A IR
feafa &1 gary & fag

st gow W= weEw ()
# srer g § 5o www fea
9w gaq § I ¥ frEl & 9w
7F § AR ol & q@ wF Agy
§ 1w A fowaat # A9 39
A wA Ay ® A ¥, 9% a™
AT AEIRT FT AR AT T @I,
Zafaq SE ggare FY gwar & ?

To AT AW A@ IR
T & | 59 A faeet § S AR g
sevard § fafawrsw, sefam, awsrw
oY o7 FEAE, T g g
FTFEAT 247 8 1 T H § Fgai A
g o A A gw § 1 few A
T §9F IR ¥ AFS IW qWA g
g

o & (wrTim) ;- o@Ee ?

Tro gafrar T @ SARET #)Y
Zn G @ F Ffaw w7 § JF
g I o gfes 0% ¥
Harr § | IfFT T A9 T a9 W
TISY GG ! GEAT IgA SUTET qG
T, 9T IAHT §EAT 4 AN F TF I
HE 1 9% Ag ¢ | FHT qog ¥
IO 8w A feFwg @ A § 0 A
T T AR I AT A I oy
o1 sgagr faar @, 39T g A gw
I@Y AT AR § F F q@y wgA A
fr &% Qar oor T @ g ®F @
HT9F qT9 /T A1 A6 g7 AR AGY AT
F WY AT 1T AT A1 A WK A
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q gEA T s 1 B gy
guaTar & st daT | Ad) JIfE
Fqifs e gl & g § oow
e | § iR oF Sfer g &
T AW AW qF F qFC T F
Ry ¥ | IAFT Ig wEN fF gEA
TS F A A G A I I
IR @ T oo g o
qg wEw AT § AT A g AR A
g frag g A am a1 oK &5y
I S ARG TS § qG W9 AN
faggr #7300 § SO T g T
g WY I9F AW F A ¥ Ay
# AT A4 @ IS AT d
fasre @1 w0 Y 23 g IfFT w0 I7
oq Fifeda fager A AT & a1 Wi
Y faaat ot & Frad gafe &
I &7 qAW HAT | wET § g
A T &, g IART  qEAE
gAY €1 AR & g W ogwaEdr
g fF swd & fmw W
TR qgT @hd W Iy fafaw
FEWE F EH TS0 T BT IaAT
& T8 O ¥ g &) J47 A}
w51 | gafoq Wt g a8 T T g,
MR @F g & @1 39 e #=y
' FrIvEEAr TG g |

ot gew w2 wmam™ . gwlr
"R, A A FT AT AE wmw |
& o1 4 v 7% faad g avw §
¥ el & o & R Py
& qr v aE § 1 fafeet awT &
F31 & gw e varer 77 W & Ay
I TR TEE F @Y GFR X
I faq wFei A saear w@F @
®, TWH AR F ITHT AT I § 7

Mr. Chairman: The hon, Minister
has already stated that now the num-
ber hag gone up and they are trying
to provide accommodation as early as
possible, ,

e
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st gwrEE qmedt o gwnetq
EIRE, SHEK #1 aTEE 9@ I W §
A SR TEET W @ Sy geY
=ifge f faml #1 wwm fAx gg
g7

we gan A A W@
a%m faw gg & Al fraat @1 =g fay
T & T 1% A%, ae ¥ A ¥
qaar T 1 W oEWE A 9 SEwT
f adf & tea o & S= *%
wll § f Q¥ & wwr & s fe e
e A8 & wfas W F qw wEE
g1

5 g A FEAW . TG I
9 ST #1 R § d1 W AR H
A AFH & aR F AT 7T ITq9
A% A F owwEw W FAq§
gt

st «F : FT AT R 9 aqq
g0 w0 fF @ gew ae
& fearat & =T # gofeadse & o
faraa & o a1 wo fowrd @ ot
W TR fosmd wed T asit g
o AR AHT I AR F fagr F @
fafes & o @ Fvag AW @ @ 7

o gt F1aT : T FeI & fw
I fagra § guieese & am St
Y, AR 3faq aewae § AT Sy
aferer o ¥ fafgww | W
Fg & 5 9% aw @ 3% fuwwd
A | IR T @) T @ ag
I 89 ¥ w®/ Wi & 9« f5 s
BN IR AN | W AR TN 3%
YaX WS § I9Y qqA A€ WK §

Shri Nambiar (Tiruchirapalli):
Arising out of the answer given by
the hon. Minister, here is a letter ad-
dressed by those housemen of Irwin

Hospital, New Delhi, to the Chief
Commissioner, Delhi Adimnistration,
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Delhi, dated the 8th September, 1964,
wherein they have said:—

“We are sure that the authori-
ties are quite aware of these facts
and we sincerely hope that you
would take personal interest to
make a substantia] increase in the
honorarium and make this job
a decent, dignified and respecta-
ble one.”

In view of the fact that such g letter
had been sent as early as the 8th Sep-
tember which was followed by ano-
ther letter to the Superintendent of
the same date, what is the reason that
the hon. Minister did not inquire into
the matter and see whether this in-
crease in thir honorarium could be
given or not and why it is now being
denied on the plea that these men are
going on action? The Government had
enough time to consider this question
and avoid a situation that is brewing
today in all the hospitals. What is the
reason for that? )

Dr. Sushila Nayar: I have already
given the reply. The office of the
Chief Commissioner, if this letter was
sent to the Chief Commissioner, is
completely different from the office
of the Health Minister. There was no
information received by the Health
Ministry till the day before yesterday,
that is, the 16th of this month.

Shri Nambiar: We are prepared to
give the copies of both these letters
now, ,

Dr. Sushila Nayar: That is not ne-
cessary now. It is obvious that if they
have sent it to Chief Commissioner
earlier, that office must have been
thinking about it I cannot say,

Some Hon. Members rose—

Mr. Chairman: Hon. Members will
resume their seats. Enough opportu-
nity has been given to all hon. Mem-~
bers. The House stands adjourned to
meet again at 11 o'clock on Friday,

17.15 hrs.
The Lok Sabha then adjourned till

Eleven of the Clock on Friday, Novem-
ber 20, 1964/Kartika 29, 1886 (Saka).
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