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17.00 hrs.

CALLING ATTENTION TO MATTER
OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPOR-
TANCE

CrLosure OF HEeAvy ELECTRICALS
’ FAcrory, BHOpPAL

Shri A, N, Vidyalankar (Hoshiar-
pur): Sir, ] call the attention of the
Minister of Steel, Mines and Hcavy
Engineering. to the following matter
of urgent public importance, and I

request that he may make a state-
ment thereon:
“The  ciosure of the Heavy

Electricals Factory. Bhopal.”

The Minister o. Steel, Mines and
Heavy Engineering (Shri C. Subrama-
niam): On the 12th February, 1963
Madhya Pradesh Government passed
orders declaring Heavy Electricals Em-
ployees Union (INTUC) as the repre-
sentative Union for thc electrical in-
dusiries. The application of Heavy
Electricals Servants Trade Union
(HESTU) was rejected on the ground
that inspite of being given several
opportunities they had failed to adduce
evidence to substantiate their claim
that they had the largest membership
among the workers of H, E. L. They
were also not able to give any evidence
in support of their objections against
Heavy Electricalgy Employees Union
not qualifying for being declared as
the representative Union.

The immediate result of this decla-
ration wag that the Heavy Electricals
Employees Union came to be asso-
ciated in various bi-partite bodies in
the factory like Joint Committee,
Grievance Procedure Committee,
Emergency Production Committee etc.
The HESTU, in desperation, engaged
itself in fomenting labour trouble in
various sections of thre factory on the
slightest pretext. During the cur-
rent financial year, there have been as
many as 10 such incidents, including 2
cases of assault inside the Plant and
one case of the Union authorities forc-
ing their way in the administrative
block of the factory, after abusing and
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threatening the security staff on duly
there. Whenever HESTU people or
their spokesmen raised the question of
their strength among the workers and
complained against the action of
Madhya Pradesh Government in dec-
laring the INTUC Union as the repre-
sentat've Union, they were advised to
file an application before proper au-
thorities under Section 17 of the
Madhya Pradesh Industrial Disputes
Act to get the alleged wrong undone.
HESTU continued to engage itself
actively only in fomenting labour trou-
ble in this factory.

The situation came to a hcad on the
9tir of January 1964 when they started
hunger strike in batches of two in
front of the administrative building
of the factory and declareq that unle.s
all their demands were fulfilled thzy
would give a call for general strike in
the factory from 13th Februa>y,
1964, As 13th February approachel
they intensified their activities, held
severa] meelings in the precincts of the
factory and also staged a demonstra-
tion in front of the house of the Chief
Minister. The State Government at
this stage issued an order under rule
126 (1) (a) D. I. R. banning strikes
by the employees of Heavy Electricals.
On the 13th February, the Chief Mi-
nister discussed the whole 1ssue with
the HESTU representatives and per-
suaded them to withdraw the hunger
strike so that their grievance could be
considered in a peaceful atmosphere.
The Union agreed to do so and the
Chief Minister showed them the cour-
tesy of reading their letter in the ,
Vidhan Sabha ag a part of his state-
ment on the situation obtaining in
H. E. L. The hunger strike was given
up.

A series of meetings then followed
between the Chief Minister and the
representatives of the Union. The
Union demanded that the Registrar of
Representative Unions should take ac-
tion to cancel the recognition of HEEU
of his own accord under Section 16 of
the M. P. Industrial Relations Act. The
Chief Minister did not agree to this,
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[Shri C, Subramaniam]
as none of the conditions laid down in
in the said section, were gpplicable to
the present case, but advised them to
move the Registrar under Section 17
of the Act for recognition. The Union
was also assured that necessary steps
would be taken to ensure a fair and
impartial enquiry into their applica-
tion.

Suddenly, on the evening of 20th
February, 1964 HESTU held a meeting
and took a decisinn that they would go
on strike from the 24th February,
even though a large number of wor-
kerg opposed such a move. The Presi-
dent of HESTU also resumed his
hunger strike simultaneously,

The situation in Heavy Electricals
became fraught with serious conse-
quences and the State Government
felt that it could not be allowed to
deteriorate any further. They, there-
fore, arrested Shri Bhowmick,
President of the Union and 7 others
under Rule 30 of the Defence of India
Rules and prcmulgated orders under
Section 144 Cr. P.C, prohibiting meet-
ings, processions etc. within the Heavy
Electrical Township. As a result o;
this firm action, the President of the
Union sent a letter from the jail ad-
vising the worker; not to go on strike
and gsking them tn await instructions
from their leaders. The Union autho-
rities also indicated that they woul”
proceed according to Section 17 of the
M. P. Industrial Relationg Act to get
themselves declared as the represen-
tative Union for the electrical indus-
tries and the arrested persons were
thereafter released.

Soon after, with the concurrence of
M. P. Government, I agreed to receive
a deputation of Heavy Elertricals Ser-
vants Trade Union. They wanted to
discuss with me various grievances
which they had against the manage-
ment. They were told that according
to the existing provisions of M. P, In-
dustrial Disputes Act, the demandg of
the workers could only be discussed
with the representative union, which
they were not. I also explained to
them that the proper forum for dis-
cussing the demands of the workers
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was the plant management,
In gpite of this, the workers
later wrete a letter to me which con-
veyed an impression that I had dis-
cussed their demands and had agreed
to look into them. Consequently, a
clarification was issued from the Sec-
retariat reiterating the position stated
by me above,

The Heavy Electricals Servants
Trade Union, on receipt of this letter,
started a vicious propaganda against
the management and the Central Gov-
ernment and asked the workers to as-
sert their right by every means, Over-
night the agitation was taken up by a
so-called Committee known as “Gandhi
Samiti”, which issued directions to the
workers to commit all sorts of acts of
indiscipline on the shop floor. They
were asked to raise slogans, to stop
work and take rest during working
hours, not to punch their cards and
not to obey the orders of the mana-
gement. Those who did not agree
with these things were intimidated to
fall in line with thre rest. This started
on 19-3-1964. The acts of indiscipline
and hooliganism went on increasing
day after day, and on 25-3-64, the
General Manager and Resident Con-
sultant were followed by a group of
workers when they went round the
factory and were hooted down all
through their rounds. Effigies of offi-
cers were burnt inside the factory. On
March 27, 1964, Shri B. U. Varishni,
Test Engineer, Traction Motor Depart-
ment was surrounded by the workers
because he chided them for their in-
discipline on the shop floor and was
hit on the back of his head by some-
body in the crowd. There has been
practically no production in the Heavy
Electricals during the last 10 days on
account of these acts of indiscipline.
which continued to increase both in
intensity and viciousness. We as well
as the management hoped that better
sense will prevail among the workers
and they woulq restore to nornal
work. The increasing tempo of de-
monstrations and acts of indiscipline,
however, convinced us ag well as the
State Government about the futility
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of such a hope. The Management as
well as the State Government became
anxious about the deterioration in the
law and order situation, which was
going from bad to worse every day.
They were particularly worried as
the workers were stopping work and
holding these demonstrations etc. in
deliberate deflance of orders under
Rule 126 (1) (a) of the DIR,

Action, therefore, had to be taken
to put a gtop to these acts of indisci-
pline and hooliganism by the workers
of Heavy Electricals. The State Gov-
ernment issued warrants of arrest
against the persons who were either
acting in defiance of orders under the
DIR or from whom breach of peace
was apprehended. They have so far
arrested 54 persons—14 under the
DIR and 40 under Section 107|117]151
Cr. P. C. Orders under Section 144 Cr.
P. C. have also been promulgated
banning demonstrations, precessions,
collection of persons etc, In order to
avoid trouble inside the factory, which
may have led to serious consequences
including damages to the valuable
equipments installed in the factory,
the General Manager has, as g precau-
tionary measure, shut down the fac-
tory under Clause 48 of the Standing
Orders with effect from 6:00 A. M.
today.

Even today, the Gandhi Samiti has
come out with a bulletin condemning
the arrest of the workers and has laid
down a programme for to-day's de-
monstrations, including strike for half
a day and taking out a procession of
workers for demonstration before the
Vidhan Sabha to protest against the
arrests. Only 12 persons attempted
to hold this demonstration and they
have bcen put under arrest.

In spite of this, the situation in the
Plant area as well as in the township
of Heavy Electricals (India) Ltd, is at
present quiet and peaceful,

Shri A. N. Vidyalankar: May 1
know what specific act after the arrest
of some of the workers were noticed
by the authorities that constituted,
in their opinion, as a threat of vio-
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lence and danger to the safety of the
plant?

Shri C. Subramaniam: Do
mean after the latest arrests?

Shri A. N. Vidyalankar: Yes.

Shri C. Subramaniam: No, Sir.

It was done simultaneously, because
in the heat of the struggle if the

you

plant should be kept open there
might be acts of sabotage.
Shrimati Maimoona Sultan (Bho-

pal): May I know whether the
demand for the increase in Dearness
Allowance was also discussedq when
these workers sought an interview
with the Minister and whether any
assurance was given to them? If
any assurance was given, may I know
the details of that assurance?

Shri C. Suramaniam: They handed
over to me a pamphlet containing 13
demunds. One of them referred to
dearness allowance. As I already
expla‘ned, this matter had to be dis-
cussed with the representative union
and also with the plant n:anagement.
Therefore, 1 told them that their
first duty is to go and apply under
section 17 of the Madhya Pradesh
Act and get themselves recognised as
a representative union, and every
other thing should follow that.

Shri R. Barua (Jorhat): May I
know when this Gandhi Samiti was
formed and how many of the arrest-
ed persons belonged to it?

Shri C. Subramaniam: We do not
know the composition of the Gandhi
Samiti. Pamphlets were being issued
in the name of the Gandhi Samiti.
We do not know the composition
und we cannot say how many of the
Ghand: Samiti men have been
arrestted.

ot ovier ®r (FgadY) o w
w3q & o fager fadl wow A e
7fraa % @Ugr 937 9 ™ ar, 3%
qE & F0 T FFLAT TAT & FIOT
w7 5 FION & ag FHW@HT a7
firqi o @ A F AT AGAE
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Shri C. Subramaniam: I thought 1
gave delailed reasons why it has
been shut down now. That is be-
cause of the competition between the
HESTU Union and the INTUC which
is the representative union.

Shri Hem Barua (Gauhati): May
I know if this Ganhri Samiti which
is trying to exploit the name of the
Father of the Nation is @ wing of
this Heavy  Electricals Servants
Trade Union; if so, what are thecir
political affiliations? |

Shri C. Subramaniam: This Heavy
Electricals Servants Trade Union
claims to be an independent trade
union, but by all accounts which I
am able to receive and from the in-
formation I have, it is a Communist-
inspired union.

Shri Hem Barm: He jhas not
replied to my question. I wan! tn
know whether this Gandhi Samiti is
a part of that union?

Shri C. Subramaniam: Yes, yes.
It is u part. As a matter of fact, per-
sons who hold responsible positions
in the Heavy Electricals Servants
Trade Union are participating in this
Gandhi Samiti.

Shri Vishram Prasad (Lalganj):
The Minister has just stated that thc
trouble started from the month of
February and now the situation is
peaceful. May I know why within
this period the Government did not
take proper action so that the matter
could have been solved beforehand
peacefully?

Shri C, Subramaniam: I have al-
ready stated that the present series
of trouble started on the 19th March
1964. 1 was constantly in touch with
them and, as a matter of fact, I
was hoping thal after a few days of
aglitation and demonstration they
would calm down and take to normal
work. But they thought it as a sign
of weakness and every day indis-
cipline increased.

Shri Warior (Trichur): May I
know whether the intention of the
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Government js to sit quiet until the
situation coolg down or the Govern-
ment is ready te set up any machi-
nery to reconcile the situation and
thus keep the production going?

Shri C. Subramaniam: Govern-
ment's intention is to take firm and
strong steps (o put down this indis-
cipline.

Shri Vasudevan Nair (Ambala-
puzha): Is it not a fact that as
far as deurness allowance is con-
cerned the workers in this factory
are given much less an amount than
cven the workers in the Bhilai plant
which is alsp in Madhya Pradesh
and, if so, has the Minister agreed
tn examine this genuine problem in-

stead of trying to put one union
against another, as is very clear
from this?

Mr Deputy-Speaker: No insinua-

tions should be made.

Shri C. Subramanfam: This in-
sinvation s completely wrong that
Government is trying to put one
union against the other, I am sorry
{o say that the party to which the
hon. Member belongs is trying to
exploit the situation (Interruptions).

Shri Vasudevan Nair: No, Sirn
point of order. The Minister from
the very beginning, leave alone my
insinuation, if there is any, was in-
sinuating. Let him answer my
question.

Mr Deputy-Speaker: He has ans-

wered it.

Shri Vasudevan Nair: No, Sir, He
only referred to my party. What
about the difference in dearness al-
lowance between this factory and the
Bhilai plant? ]

Shri C. Subramaniam: That does
not arise at all now. It is a question
of trying to find out whether the lab-
ourers are going to function in a
disciplined ‘'manner or not Lo
(Interruptions). As long as this in-
disc'pline persists, I am not going 1o
look into any demands. (Interrup-
tions).
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Shri Swell (Assam-Autonomous
Districts): As far as we could see, tne
main grouse of the HEL Trade Unicn
is that though they claim they enjoy
the membership of 80 per cent of the
workers there . (Interruptions)—
I said “they claim”; will you kindly
here me—though they claim they have
majority of the membership, that
claim has been by-passed; when the
Madhya Pradesh Government gave
recognition to the employees union
of the INTUC, did they try to as-
certain by private ballot as to. . .
(Interruptions)—why should you try
to interrupt; you are not the Minis-
ter—which union really enjoys the
majority of 'membership? -

Shri C. Subramaniam: I am glad
the hon. Member put this question,

because I wanted to clarify this.
Under the Madhya Pradesh Act,
when an application is made for
recognition under section 13, the

membership in that union for threc
months previous to that application
is taken into consideration, There
should have been permanent mem-
bership, they should have paid subs-
criptions regularly, they should have

lrad pass books showing that the
moneys were deposited into the
banks and everything was done in

an orderly and regular way (Inter-
ruptions). When the HESTU Union
applied for recognition, they were call-
ed upon to produce the registers, the
account books, bank pass books etc.
They appliedq for three adjournments
for producing these documents and
vet they did not produce them. After
that, they took the matter in appeal.
A High Court judge presides over
this appellate court. That Court went
into it fully and found that the
HESTU Union, which was asked to
produce documents to prove its mem-
bership did not produce the relevant
documents. Even now I have been
telling them: you kindly apply un-
der section 17 and produce all your
documents. They are not prepared
to aoply. Evidently, there is some-
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documents. That is why they are

avoiding an application under section
17.

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath (Hosh-
angabad): In view of fact that
the closure of this vital plant is
so detrimental to the defence effort,
has come quickly in the wake of the
Minister’s statement on Friday or
Saturday in answer to my question
that the work of the plant is bedevil-
led und plagued by very unsatisfac-
tory ‘management-labour relations—
that is what he himself admitted—
and that he will look into the matter
very shortly, does he [propose to
cxpedite the enquiry either by him-
self mlone or with the assistance of
any other machinery or any other
agency for this purpose?

Shri C. Subramaniam: Our  first
task  should be to restore normai
cond’tions and set the, plant working,
We shall try to do our best to restore
these normal conditions and set the
plant working and, I am sure, this
firm action will yield good results.
After that whatever inquiry is nece-
ssary could be made.

st e fag  (F77AT) £
g4 Al A T wEl W
I X TTEAT H AT AT AT
FIT 7 TY FVEMAE aid &
forr 1 ¥ § S weEEE ®AT T,
3 & g7 w7 i fmmowvEw
T TR F AT FF AY UE
FITRIAT AT A Zi S 7

Shri C. Subramaniam: I did not

follow it fully.

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Can  some-
body translate it? Y GITeT
fog saf § 4@ 7 1 <F HIH LT
1
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A wyT@ (7). YA
qgiew, qr HAH AG  wEar g,
F¥I1 IqF g & Ia & Af o
W | AT KA WERT &1 AHET
|
Mr. Deputy-Speaker:
know Hindi.

’

N

He does not

Shri Birendra Bahadur Singh
(Rajnandgaon): One pertinent ques-
tion.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: He has not
signed the calling-attention notice.

Shri C. Subramaniam: No doubt,
production is suffering in a very
vital sector. We are discussing irri-
gation and power not now as a
matter of fact, the power programme
in the next few years depends upon
the production in this factory. But
unfortunately those who are work-
ing ‘in this factory, particularly,
those belonging to the HEST Union
do not seem to realise that; or, if
they realise it they want to torpedo
it. ‘!

Shri Birendra Bahadur Singh: 1
come from Madhya Pradesh.

N gmaw fag 39 FGA
F gay # fAar zew aam ¢

Wt gaTw ey (avdr) o o3aT-
oa Wy, T ar & a7 fAamm
F7 g f& @9 wgmm faa feedy
WEY a™ F1owg qm fasr 7

¥ faedt & wamw FEAC | TH AT
w1 A # vy gy fx fasg &

wamEn, s fx tfrgs FFTEImT 7
F9 g1 2, aay faadr aaauE
siztzfaRg &, a4 # fadr A fael
IFT F IWT UF L A TE @
FT I9 W@ § @ AFR @ A
= ggdr 2 f& us & fawrwra
F weadT ¥ wg FqAUEAT HU ST
& AT g, aAr IW HA FY
gFzY ¥ fHg, 99 HE F1 FEeA
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F fau, awa wr faae w1 @
g?

Shri C. Subramaniam: The hon.
Member seems to indicate that if it
is Russian collaboration, trouble is
not likely to be there, particularly
from one quarter., But even there
they have started trouble. Because
we are doing well there and are
producing and adding to the strength
of the economy, there also they
have given notice that they would
have hunger strikes and all those
things.

Shri Brij Raj Singh:
my question.

That was not

Shrimati Renu Chakravarity (Bar-
rackpore): Why in English now?

ot gwew fag - ¥ @@ W
Aét ar 1w WA g # fv famd
F gerar fagy W FEEY FIE-
@i g, 37 # ux i W AR
TF @ gFT F IURA AF g, A
T AR W 8 fEdr S 9
g F o afz g, a1 3w &
] geEa: qw & F fag am
Iy T FA7 I A @ E 7 qg
FEAT FTRr AL grre fw faeng W oft
g O |

Shri C. Subramaniam: I do not
want to draw any inferences. No
doubt, there are troubles everywhere
and we have to face these troubles
and to the best of our ability we will
try to solve them.

Shri Kapur Singh (Ludhiana): That
is no reply.
ot wgE & Arw WA ofr
¥ 7z wAr wEar g fF s W@
ara @Y & f faveT gdan, & @
¥ FqTe-AT ¥, wAAm @Y, e
QEwe, § gy TAfEgae &
FATH-AAST q FT #T AC, A
feafs #1 Tearer @@ @y W 99
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¥ 1% F1 qag W A o w8
I F FTT AG WHE  HAT gET
73 feafa #r aoner 9t o1 @
%uﬁugsﬂwwmmgﬁ
37 wAAaYET A ufr-ad feaAr
T g d AR i v
F AT AN ¥ TR F fEE
T & @ & AR 3w oafs #
qU F F foq & W@ oIwm
FT 2

Mr. Deputy-Speaker :
does not arise out of this.

Shri R. 8. Pandey (Guna): My
constituency being a  neighbour
constituency of Bhopal .

I think, it

ANt wgEw@ . JOemw WENET,
JU wATH AT AG@YW & 1 fHo
gdar WE A FAw-AeT ¥, I
# g9 gFX 3gT @mar v g 7
ag feafa #1 gogra af @wa
§ 1 AY mE &1 qaw fReEr
arfgr

Iqrea AP SR, WK |

s wgwm . AU I FEw
g & f& ot aafw "W Fw #
TAEA @I &, IT &I AG AT FT
¥ o9 fogr war & @@ W@
= feafs F1 afl gmw™ Gwar
El

Shri P. Venkatasubbaiah (Ado-
ni): In view of the fact that the
HEST Union has been following a
deliberate policy of sabotage and is
hampering production in the Bhopal
electrical plant, what steps do Gov-
ernment propose to take to declare
that Union as illegal?

Shri C. Subramaniam: Just now
we have taken certain steps. I think
it would be possible to restore nor-
mal conditions and even the HESTU
should see reason now at least and
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see that normal conditions are res-
tored.

ot weEw : guems wERw, AT
AT TT WETAYW &, 99 FT orATT fEar
AT |

Mr. Deputy Speaker: I have dis-
alloweq that question.

Nt wEEW . SUTeqw  wWRYew,
¥ Hat FT wEmw A famr aar
g1 g A wEEm #r oRES A
AT HfTw |

o T ¥AE AW (qTEET)
#r wEgew ¥ F@ & fF ag awr
#r feafs &1 a&ft & w@@T | &
g ST Agm fFosa T@r 9
mfer earfoe g1 ¥ W gFATT
M A9 g Aq@ ¥ A, A
T 98 IT F S HET 9T E@IA-
ﬂfa%‘fmﬁt‘raﬁtw EiL
FE W E IR o ¥ G
FL TH FTWE FT Jo&T AATT &7
AT FG& |

Shri C, Subramaniam: The Gov-
ernment’s policy is always to deal
leniently and generously with the
labour and, therefore; if normal
conditions are restored, certainly
we will try to take a lenient view of
things. But those who are responsi-
ble for creating trouble continuously
will have to be dealt with in a ger-
jous and firm manner. Otherwise,
perhaps, we may not be able to en-
force normality.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Dr. Ram
Manohar Lohia. 'Not here.
Shri Bagri. Not here.



