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CALLING ATTENTION TO
MATTER OF URGENT PUBLIC
IMPORTANCE

DEATH OF 114 CHILDREN IN THE REFUGEE
CaMPS IN MADHYA PRADESH

Shri Hem Barua (Gauhati): Sir, I
call the attention of the Minister of
Rehabilitation to the following mat-
ter of urgent public importance and
I request that he may make a state-
ment thereon:—

“The death of 114 children in
the refugee camps in Madhya

Pradesh between May and
August, 1964.”
The Minister of Rehabilitation

(Shrj Tyagi): Out of 16 Camps for
new migrants which have been set
up and which are being managed by
the Government of Madhya Pradesh,
3 Camps are located in the Betul
district. Between the 13th of April
and the 7Tth of June, 1964, 2,509 fami-
lies consisting of 10,621 persons were
accommodated in these camps. The
families were sent from Mana Camp
where they had lived in tents to the
Betul Camps where they were put
in into Bashas. Adequate arrange-
ments for medical attention had been
made. A sum of Rs. 252720 had
been sanctioned to the State Govern-
ment for the provision of medical
facilities including a Base hospital
and camp dispensaries.

When the Collector of the district
learnt that mortality among children
in the camps had been higher than
normal in the month of May, he
apprised the Madhya Pradesh
Director of Health Services of the
situation and the Director of Health
Services deputed a  Specialist in
children diseases to visit the Camps.
The Specialist who visiteq the
Camps early in June found that the
normal vulnerability of children to
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disease during the hot weather had
been aggravated by the fact that
they were already suffering from
severe malnutrition and also because
of insanitary habits &nd by disregard
of medical advice by their parents.
He also discovered that the high
mortality was also due to the fact
that the children in many cases had
first been taken to quacks practising
medicine in the Camps and were
very frequently brought to the hos-
pital when it was too late to save
them. Sometimes patients were not
brought to the hospital at all. For
example, of 60 deaths in one Camp
only 17 occurred in the hospital. It
is possible that in a large number of
cases the parents did not realise the
serious condition of their children
and medical advice was sought too
late to save their lives. During the
four monthg from May to August
1964, 114 children died in these
camps. The main causes of deaths
were diarrhoea with dehydration,
hyperpyrexia and broncho pneumo-
nia. As a result of the immediate
steps taken by the Director of Health
Services, Madhya Pradesh, the death
rate which had been rather highk in
May and June was brought back to
normal for the population in subse-
quent months. Among the asteps
taken were a strict insistence on
sanitation, intensive propaganda to
encourage people to bring their
children to the Camp hospital, more
rigorous action against the breeding
of flies and special attention paid to
sickly and weak children, These
measures appear to have been effec-
tive. May I say that it breaks my
heart to picture displaced mothers
wailing over the dead bodies of their
babijes in their laps? My heart goes
out to them in grief and sympathy.
Shri Hem Barua: May I know if
the attention of the Government is
drawn to a statement made wy tke
State Agriculture Minister on the
floor of the State Assembly to the
effect that the deaths of 114 children
were caused by insanitary  condi-
tions to which they were subjected
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in transit as also before? If so, may
‘I know the reaction of the Govern-
ment to these allegations made by
‘the State Minister on the floor of the
Assembly?

Shri Tyagi: I may say for the in-
toi'matmn of the House that the
camps were no doubt over-crowded.
'We had received notice that two
$pecial trains were to come and we
3134 made arrangements for an
adequate number of migrants who
Were due to come. But, instead of
’two four special trains  started
coming and’ it became very difficult
to manage the affairs, It was on that
“ccount “that hurried arrangements
fhiad to be made. These migrants
Svere transferred from Mana camp
because it was over-crowded. I have
read the statement pointeq out by
%he hon. Member. But the condi-

jons in the camp were not so much
sanitary as the habits and the con-
‘dition of the migrants themselves.
hey were so famished and tired in
€hat heat that they could not know
Sheir children were ill. Further,
With one vomiting the child died
and there was no time to take the
c‘mld to the hospital or even to re-
rt. Such were the conditions,
{imatic and otherwise.

o gev T g (3W) ¢
T ag WG Y & qandey ¥ sl
ﬁﬂémaﬁr!ﬁm*m
N rEEigi? A W

gfq:gwaﬁfﬁﬂ'(ﬁﬁm
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I framy @ & dar 8 gor
T ¥ qqrar § sanar a1 &ow Qv
gt & fom & weware amet wr mww
aF T & ;9 e e W oAy
N AR AT WA Ay Ao
R I

St gew W wmEw o feaw
qr ?

WA WG ;AT G2 IoX
g wuF e fFaa-feay e
it & fadr ar

st et g 0% $9 F 0F oF
fedmat ot AT agl smex ¥ )
Shrimati Renu Chakravartty (Bar-
rackpore): How many doctors to how
many refugees?
W REAW U AFEL § W F
qre a/qr ! . Wag AEF &)

Shri Tyagi: I will collect the in-
formation.

ot goow fag (F7AT) AT &
9T ghar § & @ a= frd ¥
T qifFE™ ¥ 9 4 a1 gaR
M ¥ qEAly WAE ¥ T gRY
I FX <& 91 5 39 graT syer
B3 gt T IS ?

ot el : & & ol oo ¥ w9 3
ot frar ) o @ wmr qRed
ngg%rﬁwmmmuam
srafiat #7 & W T8 FATT wreHT A
ard @ gz AE W AT
AN AG FT FFAT |

ot aoare g 0 & & g ¥
fome ¥ off w1 & @z wow ¥
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@ arar feam g, 9@ i 7@ grow #
wTaT @ gt Y oux sfewfar ¥ I
T R A fg aws wmwowr &
o g g 5 & qar & A
iRiFImaedamigr ¥
W qal AT A AT AN TR
s fSm M 3 agr i T ad

st @Et ;. AEAE aeE A%

G § AFFT F g0 {qF g6
FF, T F AR AN T TN
T ARG T A | T I A
AT FEheTE w1 o7 foF A FT g
q | 9qe § "ragar #7 I9g ¥ AR
qfs oifeea & oot F W Tw@
AR B F T OX 4, §F dT9W
e 7 I #Y g1 g faar o fF
F W agT T FTaF |

oo AT o gH T FT
afgd f araim sy ofeqrie &
3T I @, TEY A w37 q¢ fww
SEHT T FEE A G AR |

st arnd (feame) : Wi & geaTY
ot %7 #1¢ Frg Ad) ©@ 7€ £ AR
Esic 7 e S

WU AP : WIT qAT F | Ry
AT F TN T AT G

*ft aEreY ;AT & gy faeefy 3
-AE AT T TG A | TR
9T T A § AT F T |

IR WEAT . Hq WY W 7
-ferd 1 Fare qfed

ot TR & AW @ @O
afeT @ 3@ FrawET W@ E A D
@Rl At aT T AT 1 114 F=AT HY
a8 AT & g i Trom A O e
wrefaa &1 a1 9% 97 1 79 g F
AT wgar g oofee s & 9
-y foriard fFm & & 1 Y are

(Interruptions)
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Ny TR
7R @ a1 qER WY §6 el w
¥ fad darc 7 @ T W aw ot W
Frerd A famr o g &ft & @
TR 39 # e & | & Srawn
gt § 5 ;r g sw el
Y My F for §arc

ot melt: T a3 adi v B
o AR rawt | ¥ ¥ aw frgr T
fF aravE @ a7 & 5 Afea T8 &
W gFew @A @ AR W,
TEAHE ¥ I FT qATEG AT T
S Y T A T § @@ F AEFAL
F A AT M, Wiy fF 3 FEr
AFT IR T FIAM ARG T
iy #gr a1, Wiy a8 s @
& o A & @

e faeran (STt TR

Shri Daji (Indore): Is it a fact
that, firstly, anti-cholera injections
were not available in the dispensary
attached to that camp; secondly,
sulpha drugs were not there; third-
ly, one doctor looked after three
camps and wag on travel; fourthly,
only compounders were available;
fifthly, sewage was bogged and
stinking; sixthly, houses were leak-
ing and water entered in the houses
so that children had to sleep inside
the room full of water; and lastly,
all this was pointed out repeatedly
to the authorities there but neither
the State Government nor your De-
partment looked into the matter? I
have given you a personal eye-por-
trait of the camp there.

sft =it : R @ A T A Y
fF ary war a1 | e & a8 W FET
argar g fr @t o s o e ¥
o T gt &
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Shri Daji: One doctor for
camps.

st mreft: & ¥ v et @
form w2 faar § | F19T & FTor =AY Y
AT gl

Shri Daji: You call it diarrhoea.

three

Shrimati Renu Chakravartty: Sul-
pha-drugs were also not available.

Shri Buta Singh (Moga): Was there
one doctor for three camps?
st wdw fag feegmit (&SeT) :
T AT I FY AT T AE B g@Q A
T A9 AG 91 Y fF qww ax q=n
Y fea 1 qaT AR F ST G AW
Sl

it wgrit : & 3 oo & oot fean e
wFa A T gy R a ¥ a=u
fR g AR A A AT T I T Y
B SEqaT & fedft Y gae o A @
s T8 q@ ¥ i v | A o
g% & 9 SuRE = ¥ g &, memarei
¥ Fedte it 7 @ S agat A7 |

ot qroft : s Aet § & AR

st wwrmT mreAt:  (faeiR):
& st =g g 5 fow o= & |
¢ 97 F waew @ 4@, F fRw 9w
¥Y)

oft @rlt . a7 AR R T
& | 3% I A I F W qHT G G
¢, ¥few qawmr mn § fF @ saRER
FOS ¥

1 Qo fao WY (W) :
TR FrAs W maed
iz W gY dawT ¥ W AW N
& a1 ¥ T fear § 9@ & Qv Aw
qxar € f5 aoer foar @@ & e fow
wot T g & 2, W g e
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A F g R ad g § & @a
ez ¥ ¥ goAT WTed g f6 o -
fafeeow & A% o wewr Ao &
T IEF IR QM T W
TF well §, A AT Y A g F w1
T @ F1 & W fF sawer ot
FOFM AN R aE ¥ A
BT T TANTH TG HT MY AT 114
g a1 1 A & TE g TRl A%
A | 37 g e & Fagaed?
T 3E F I F G I J9 F7ATT
T dTRgarad ?

QW WEEA : IR Tg qGT Fa
foF o A FOF AT T A
Fg |

=t o o WINTY : FT AR F AR
A &F R LRI AT AT HT A
feafq #1 @z & @17 & fod G @ o
# St =mRat § fF w a9 w Ay
Wi & foa fveTe & o o qerey
T T R

Mr, Speaker: His question is whe-
ther it is proposed to have an en-
quiry made to find out the causes of
deaths of such a large number.

Shri Ranga (Chittoor): Yes, Sir;
we all want it.

st @t : & F st st foer oy f
2,52,720 To WX WM TAANE HY
s & fay s g W e &
fog R & 7% ¥ Afew a8 Tl ST
sreqaTe #Y fafewr aitg adf @t a% |
Tq AN W AT ¥ IT G amers
RN oA A fafcewr amg
€ A I F FRT, AT FT TAATH
X far a1 gwifs we
Fr T fafeem Fig Al aorg
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o1 wEdt off, Afe ag wom AT fea
T 47, TATHT FT G TS 9T |

Shri Ranga: Will there be an en-
quiry to go into this matter?

sft et & ag oo w1 w@r A fE
2,52,720 To TH FT & g weq wqw
TEANe # WR X feF W@ ¥ arfE
7z #5799 W § (Interruptions ) at av
w1 saTe 3 dfo ar qe 20 Sl

oW WP A TANE g W)
g1

Mam:IqAFNFTE FF
TR ¥ & grew 7 e & oY aqerar
aga § s dgor mawie A aE ¥ A
T aF W gy § AR T W
87 #q F FO9 § IT F &
TIHT A AAT T AT |
87 camps are managed by the State
Governments.  Because they are
spread over many States, the
management there is directly that of
the State Governments themselves,
We give them grants. So, from that
point of view I was just informing
the House that a grant of Rs. 2,52,720
had already been given to the
Madhya Pradesh Government for the
arrangement of medical facilities in
these camps. And they had done so.
But the buildings could not come up

so soon, and, therefore, they had
made provisional arrangements in
those Basha huts which were al-

ready there. And those huts were
used for hospitals; the doctors were
also there. I am sorry I have not
got the exact number of doctors who
were there; medicines were also
there. Ag regards inoculations
against cholera etc., all those in-
oculations were always given as a
rule; as soon as the displaced per-
song cross the border the necessary
injections are always given,
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Another point which I might men-
tion is this....
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Shri Daji: We want an inquiry.
This money was not utilised by the:
Madhya Pradesh Government. I can
give you the information that the
money was not utilised by the
Madhya Pradesh Government.

st dvrx W (Fget) @ wew

)

AR, AT AT FT A § |

e wEv: F aar g o oo
AT FT TW §, AT Wi w9 I
S |

TREH A RARARARI@E &
T AR T THREEQ FSRRGE
F & fou damx § 6 2o sater arerer
¥ T= & 7 FY 71 q9E A WK 9
TR § F1E T FEW F T | g
AR |

ot [T # T wer FAT ATRAT
far I Y 7Y g% € T <9 gL A qrqAET
g N ag T ag aww & |
(Interruptions). ¥ #vq ITrELEEAT
we wENe & gfwomw § R

(Interruptions).

I am not yielding. I refuse to
yield the floor. I must have my say.

&7 v FT gfra @2 TaAHE
¥ AT AT &1 I« WY A
Afew fear Y &7 <z madidie § ¥ awmr
CEATE HTE W IS GG I A -
samare fa¥r | afs weEr WX A
ara qot & A & o aTHIE A qH
FI& WOHT 3 A |



3283

Calling Attention

ot g T wEAW AR
T wafe & 7

:

At @ ;¥ @ aEde FY TR
fa foer war g 5 ag oA &
T fod 2

S5t gER wT wEAW ;¥ @I
QAT T TfET

Shri Tyagi: I refuse to interfere

with the affairs of the State.

TN WERq - AFAT dIgd A
T a1 F @I F fF 7@ g .
F @ TaAAe & foer faqr omaT @
FX A NF AE &1 Ay @Y IR W
FET AT 1 (Interruptions).
AT & TAAAT THA THIC KGO
@ AT qIET Ig FATH IBT qHA ¢ |

I gFR W FIATW T ATIATES
gt

Shrimati Renu Chakravartty: On a

-point of order......

Shri Ranga: May I make one sub-

mission?......

s WA AT MAH HERT,
¥y ffec frmam Ffaa & 7
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Mr, Speaker: Shri Ranga.

Shrimati Renu Chakravarity: I
wanted to raise a point of order.

Mr, Speaker: I have called Shri
Ranga already. ~ Let him have his
say first.

Shri Ranga: This arose out of an
all-India calamity. Parliament as
well as this Government have taken
up this responsibility for making
arrangements to look after the peo-
ple who have come away from
Pakistan, because we have felt it as
an all-India  responsibility. @ We
placed funds also at the disposal of
the Ministry. The Ministry con-
cerned now says that they had
placed those funds at the disposal of
the State Governments, and, there-
fore, it is their responsibility. I
would submit that that is not so. The
State Governments were good enough
to take up this responsibility on our
behalf, in order to look after those
people. In that process we find these
calamities taking place.

Therefore, we are only suggesting
that the hon, Minister should be
good enough to look into the matter
and to order an inquiry, in co-
operation, if need be, with the con-
cerned State Government, and not
necessarily by the State Government,
so that they would be able to help
us at least for the future to prevent
such calamities, and also to lay down
what relations there should be bet-
ween the State Government and the
Union Government in regard to the
utilisation of this money for the pro-
tection of those people.

Shrimati Renu Chakravartty: My
point of order is this. The hon. Min-
ister is trying to get out of his
responsibilities by saying that all the
job that he has to do is to sanction
money and after that he has no
further responsibilities.

As far as the Rehabilitation Ministry
is concerned, we know it on very
good authority for the last fifteen



3285 Calling Attention ASVINA 1, 1886 (SAKA) to Matter of Urgent 3286

years that the Centre is responsible for
rehabilitaticn. a1t e Stateg have to
get everything sanctioned from the
Centre and then the Centre sanctions
the money; and though the agency is
the State, the Centre must keep an
eye as to what exactly has happened
and how far the schemes have come
into being, The hon, Minister has no
right to say to this House that it ig a
matter for the State, and that the
Centre only sanctions the money and
it is a matter for the State whether
the money is utilised for building
hospitals or for putting shacks
‘without anti-biotics, without medicines
for inoculations against cholera,
‘without doctors and so on. That
.answer cannot be tolerated in this
House

Shri H. N. Mukerjee (Calcutta
Central): Quite a large number of
children have died, and that is why
the House is agitated. From what the
hon. Minister has said, I could gather
that there was some discrepancy in
regard to the communication about
the number of refugees who were
going to reach certain destinations.
On his own admission, it has
happened that a very much larger
number of refugees, have arrived at
a certain point causing a great deal
of dislocation. Here, the Central
responsibility comes in in a very
direct and immediate way. It is for
the Centre always to make sure of
co-ordinating arrangements so that
the receiving camps get to know how
many people to expect; there might
be a slight overlapping, but there
should not be the kind of thing which
Shri Tyagi has just reported.

Here, therefore, is something which
prima facie demands an immediate
inquiry without prodding by Mem-
bers of Parliament. I cannot under-
stand why with all the sympathy to
which he gave pious expression, he
did not think of having this kind of
inquiry made at once.

That is why I submit, quite apart
“from the purely technical aspects of

Public Importance

the matter which gre very important,
that the Centre is responsible for
rehabilitation, and Shri Tyagi should
not be there if he fails in this res-
ponsibility. Therefore, I feel that
children being involved, he should
behave rather differently than what
he has happened to behave.

Shri U. M. Trivedi (Mandsaur): I
want to make it clear that the point
before the House is very simple. Shri
Tyagi’s suggestion is that the Madhya
Pradesh Government or the State
Government or whosoever is con-
cerned is an agency on behalf of the
Central Government. The accusation
is against that agency for having
acted in a callous manner, which has
resulted in the death of 114 children.
Does Shri Tyagi want to suggest
before the House that that agency
against which the accusation has
been made 1is the agency which
will give the reply and which will
hold the inquiry into this matter? Or
will the enquiry be made by the
Centre to find out how that agency
has miserably failed to discharge the
duty that has been cast upon it?

It was an essential duty on the part
of the Central Government. Rehabili-
tation is not a subject governed by
any of the entries in the State Lists.
It is entirely a subject governed by
the Union List, and it is the incum-
bent duty of the Union Government
to find out how this mistake arose
and how this callous attitude was
adopted. and what difficulties were
there, The inquiry must be made by
the Central Govvernment and it
cannot be left into the hands of the
State Government which has acted in
this manner.

_ Shri Daji rose—

Mr. Speaker: Shri Daji  has

already had his chance.
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Shri Daji: I only put a question

earlier. ] want to make one submis-

sion now.

Mr. Speaker: Shri Hem Barua.

Shri Hem Barua: The hon, Minister
has said that the responsibility rests
with the State Government because
the camps are in the State. But the
State Minister has said that the
responsibility rests with the Central
Government because these people or
these children were on their way to
the camps from the transit camps.
So, there are two sets of different
sets of opinions.

Now, the hon. Minister has said
that the Central Government has
sanctioned money for hospitals and
all that and that is budgeted by the
Central Government out of its
budget. The State Government should
account for the money to the Central
Government and we also came into
the picture in that.

Therefore, an inquiry should be
made in order to clarify the position.
Whether it is the State Government’s
version that the Central Government
is responsible for the death of 114
children that is correct or it is the
Minister’s version that it is the res-
ponsibility of the State that is to be
relied upon has to be clarified. At
the same time, money is spent by the
State Government and sanctioned by
the Central Government. That has
also to be clarified.

Mr. Speaker: Again and again, the
same thing is being repeated. Now
enough has been said?

An Hon. Member: What is his
reaction?

Mr. Speaker: If there is any reac-
tion, there is no further opportunity.
They must wait and see what the
reaction is.

Shri Tyagi: I sincerely appreciate
the sentiments expressed by my hon.
friends on the other side in sympathy

to Matter of Urgent
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these children, Every Indian

3288

with
would have sympathy for them. But
I am afraid that I have been mis-
understood. 1 never said that the
Central Government had no responsi-
bility at all. What I submitted for the
information of the House was that
the camps were managed directly by
the State Government and not
directly by the Centre. I gave them
the figure of directly-arranged camps,
which the Centre arranges and
manages that is, 8; the other camps,
more than 80, are under the manage-
ment of the State Governments. I
had said that the funds are given by
us from the Centre and we surely
have all types of responsibility except
that of direct administration. For that
purpose, the State Governments.
carries out our policy and our sanc-
tions generally. It is for that reason
that they ask for grants to put up
those hospitals.

As soon as these deaths started
increasing, the local authority imme-
diately deputed Dr. Powhawala by
Gandhi Medical College, Indore who
is a specialist in children’s diseases.
He has already given his report.
Immediate jnquiry was conducted and
action was taken according to the
recommendations which this doctor
made to us. That was done.

If even now, my hon. friends feel,
as some of my friends do, that some
further investigation should be made,
I do not say that I want to shirk
responsibility. 1 will surely ask the
State Government—because they
themselves are equally anxious about
this matter; they are not guilty of
anything—to depute some officer to
make an inquiry. I have no objection
to that. I assure Members that I shall
ask the State Government to make
further inquiries.

Shri Hem Barua: Let there be a
parliamentary inquiry.

Mr. Speaker: He would take note
of all that has been said by hon.
Members.



