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by the Pakistani armed forces, Gov_ 
ernment of India will change the 
decision regarding the transfer of 
Berubari to Pakistan. 

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: It has 
nothing to do with it. 
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(ll) COLLISION OF BUS WITH PASSENGER 
TRAIN NEAR SAMBRAR LAKE 

Mr. Speaker: There is a calling 
attention notice. 

Shri S. M. Banerjee: Sir, I have a 
submission to make. In respect of 
these train accidents, if an adjourn-
ment motion cannot be admitted even 
after the death of 26 persons, I do not 
know when we are going to censui'e 
the Government. 

Mr. Speaker: I will advise the hon. 
Member not to take up an argument 
at this moment when we are taking 
up the calling attl!!ntion notice. If he 
has a grievance, certainly he can 
come to me and we can discuss it. 

Shri S. M. Banerjee: There is no 
grievance against you and I submit 
to your ruling. But calling attention 
notice.will not give an ·opportunity·to 
censure the Government. They are 
playing with human lives. 

Mr. Speaker: That is why I am 
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advising him to come and discuss the 
matter with me. 

8hri S. M. Bauerjee: After the state-
ment has beer. made, it will lose all 
its worth. 

Mr. Speaker: He cannot have pre-
cedence over it? Is it his contention? 
He can come and discuss with me. 

Shrimati Reuu Chakravartt,. 
(Barrackpore): Sir, the point is this. 
Everybody feels perturbed about the 
manner in which we are having one 
accident after another. It is time that 
we had an adjournment motion before 
the House in order to censure the 
Government. It is not only to get 
information through calling attention 
notice. Suppose calling attention 
notice is given priority today, then 
the adjournment motion will not be 
considered and it will lose its validit,.. 

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Member Shri 
Banerjee says that he had given notice 
of an adjournment motion yesterday 
and that it was not allowed. Is that 
right? 

Shri S. M. Banerjee: No, no. This 
inorning I gave an adjournment 
motion. 

Mr. Speaker: That has not been 
allowed? 

8hri S. M. Banerjee: In view of the 
fact that a calling attention notice 
was there. My submission is this. It 
is not a question of a calling attention 
notice. I submit to your ruling. But 
this is an opportunity where we get 
an occasion to censure the Govern-
ment. 26 persons have been killed in 
this accident. 

Mr. Speaker: All the facts need not 
be discussed here. There is one thing 
and I said it the other day also. 
Unless all the facts are known we 
cannot discuss the adjournment 
motion. Everi now, if all the facts 
have been stated by the Government 
and in the face of those facts if the 
hon. Member feels that there ought 
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[Mr. Speaker] 
to De a motion for adjournment, he 
can corne to me. 

Shri S. M. Banerjee: The facts. are 
known. It is an un-manned gate. 
'!'here is gross negligence on the part 
of the State and the Central Govern_ 
ments, both. 

Mr. Speaker: Yes. There is a ,ene-
ral question; there are so many acci-
dents taking place. We are having a 
discussion on that and we have 
already fixed some time, I think. I 
will rather ask the hon. Minister to 
iust tell the House, because that dis-
cussion has already been fixed, when 
it would be convenient for hint to 
discuss all these railway accidents 
that have taken place. So far as the 
particular question now is concerned, 
I disallowed that because I had this 
notice also, and there is nothing for 
the present, unless the facts reveal 
that there was some such thing, on 
which censure can be made. How can 
I allow it? (Interruption). Order, 
order. Let us hear the facts, and 
then, afterwards, even if there are 
facts that are brought out and a cen-
sure motion is called for and there is 
a failure of the Government, certainly 
I can consider it. 

Shri Nambiar (Tiruchirapalli): 
These accidents are repeatedly taking 
place. That itself is sufficient to 
censure the Government. Dozens of 
people are being killed. 

Mr. Speaker: Order, order. 

Shrf Vasadevan Nair (Arnbala-
puzha): Under Rule 197, I beg to call 
the attention of the Minister of RaiL 
ways to the following matter of urgent 
public importance and I request that 
be may make a statement thereon: 

"The collision of a passenger 
train and transport bus liear Jai-
pur resulting in the death of 26 
persons and injuries to several 
others." 

• ,oj 

. The Df)plitT MInIster ill the lItiDis-
frt cit BanwaTs (Shri S. V. Rama-
sWamy): On Uth June, 1962, at about 
11.25 hrs. while 9 Up Phulera-.Todh-
pur_Marwar Passenger was runnin, 
between Phulera and Sambhar Lake 
Stations of Western Railway, a pas-
senger bus collided with· the train at 
an unmanned . level crossing gate 
situated near the Outer Signal of 
Sambhar Lake Station. 

As a result of the collision, the bus 
was smashed. Seventeen passengers 
of the bus died instantaneously, one 
died on the way to the hospital and 
seven expired later in the day in 
hospital. 

Another 23 passengers of the bus 
received injuries. 

The injured were rendered first aid 
on the spot. Medical aid was pro-
cured locally from the Civil and Salt 
Hospitals, Sambhar Lake. The Rail-
way Doctor and other railway officials 
also immediately rushed to the site. 
The injured were promptly taken to 
the Sambhar Lake Salt Hospital of 
whom, 6 were treated as outdoor 
patients. Later 6 of the injured who 
had sustained grievous injuries were 
sent by the railway medical van to 
Sawai Man Singh Hospital, Jaipur on 
the advice of the medical authorities 
at Sambhar Lake Salt hospital. 

-The Senior Deputy General Manager 
of Western Railway has visited the 
inj\H'ed in the hospitals and the site 
of the accident. 

The visibility from the railway line 
as also from the road is reported to 
be clear. 

A Senior Scale Officers' Joint 
Enquiry has be"en ordered to investi-
gate the cause of the accident. 

Shri .Vasadevan Nair: A1J has 
already been stated, it is very serious 
matter, and this accident is, sO far, 
the last of a series of such. accldArnts, 
and the Government is having a kine! 
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00$ Toutine daparlmental enquiry. 
• .ntto ~nqw. from. .the Minister what 
:ill the difficulty in COJlstitutmg ~ 
.enquiry with a ·high. court judge. ~t 
it be." judicial enquiry because sucl1 
oaccidents have been taking 1IIac:e 
:almoSt every dllY. 

The Mbilster or. Railways (Silri 
"Swaran SiJlgh):. Sir, you have been 
-pleased to direc.t that this general 
'question of accidents might be dis-
'Cussed and some 'time, I understand, 
·has. already been eamuu;ked tw .. that. 
"The general question of accidents can 
'be discussed and we will place 1111 the 
facts before the House. We may have 
many faults, but so. far as the pre_ 
·sent accident is concerned, I fail to 
,see as to what really is the bult of 
·the railways. It was day-time; it was 
mid-day. I know that all of us are 
-extremely unhappy and grieved at the 
'SlIid demise of a large number d! per-
'sons. It is a very painful thing for 
'all of us to see, but we must see that 
·the accident took place at niid-futy 
'and all· users of roaa, particularly 111: 
'unmanned level crossings, are expect-
ed to exercise their OWJl caution alsll. 
When it is known clearly that there 
"is a railway line ahead and the cross-
ing is not manned, then ·the user d! 
the road, whether he is a cart-driver 
'or a bus-driver or a truck-driver, has 
-also to observe due caution and _ 
-whether there is any traffic OIl. the 
-railway line. The train cannot' be 
"pulled up merely because a lo"i-ry .is 
1IPproa~ing. Therefore, while 'we 
-may have many faults, on this parti-
"'ular occasion, although the result has 
b~e~ tagic, 1 do no't see how the rail-
ways are prima facie at fault, 

.w ~ (f~) :.~ ri 'I'm 
"'iIT.il:<IT.~ f.!; ~ if "i1" ~ iffiT ~ 
~T~~~T .......... . 

·vant·~:~!II1'f~"i1" 

"";:n" ~(l f IH ~ ? 
~~:;j;j~~w~ 

. ? '1>1!' • 

Importance. 
~ 'Iii .. " : 1IIl'f ~~ ~, fo~T 

~.TOjJ.J ~, ~l'f~i ;j';mr "i1: ~ ~ m 
~iiir~ if ;;fT 'H~ffi ~ ~, ~T"l:ft 
lIItq;t;1l:;q ~ I !II1'f ~ ~;n ~~ 
t~~? 

~ If1'IItt : ~r.r 6"T ~'1T ~ I 

;;r;r ~ ~ f'If.I.~ ~;f ~ ~ 
~ ~T ~ ~ ~illJm<ft ~ ~ltfT ~ 
~f'f;~,~<tlT~~mmu 
if Iff.\" 'lit 'I" ~ ~ I om: om: ~ 
~T<J~ ~., •.••.••. 

'" ~ : ~ 'Ii;: ~ ~. I ;m' 
om: -uf' ~ it. 1II~ 1!#.<r. ~ ~ 
1flIT~ flI; ~Tt"fi'li ~ ;;r-;r ~ fiAiT ~ m-
'firtt m iii' rnT ~T .-m ;;rt<!; 

~,~,~~~~~ 
~ .m~~ If<: ~T ~ ~t1; ~ 1Ih: 
~~~'~r;n~~I~ 
lI"ifR~ ~ ~..rr ~ iii' f<:ro: ~T ~"'7:
iI<'f ~ ~JWiI"' $ ~l m ~ ~ ~ 
~ ..rr iftm"' ~m~: ~ ~ 
~ ~,.; ~ 'RIJ ~QR ..rr <JlI 
~ ~~ ~ .mifllT~T m-~ ~ 
~f.!;fm~~;;r-;rmrllT~· 
~ ¥ rnT ~T ~ OfT;;rtl!; 6"lf.t; 
w~..rr~~f~~m~'I"~~ 
~;r.nm;;rt ~~? 

~~",,:ll~~ 

~~~~flI;~~~;r" if«f. ~ ~ f;;rn-~ m ~ ~: Ifm ;my 

If~ I "I1T<:~~~~~.m 
~ ~ ~r ~ ;;rt1!;'1r. ~~r f", ~ 
iIilft ~ .trf tit, ~~ Q- m-, 'm. ~r' 
qt.{ ~<'T ~, m ~~ ~nrtl" 
~T~T~~I~~i'f"i.~~'RT~ 
IIiT ~~, ; f.R;!i<'T W if«f..rr ~ 



10305 Calling Attention JUNE 12, 1962 to Matter of Urgent Publ'icI0306 
Importance 

[~~~] 

~ mffi" ~ f.!; ~1iIlf·~ ~~ 
1'TT ifqT ~T I f~ 'fiT q<f;:'- I!fT ~ ~;fflT
n-~,~~~~~\!fT,~~ 
'R'T ~ m<: ~. ~ ~T"f ~ f~, 
~~~f~f.!;~ir~Tm~ 
~ 'I;I'\l: ~ afR it G<f>U ~ I 9;I1f ~~ 
~ ~ lIT ~ oft<: ~ ifqT ~ 
~~ it ~ milT ~ I 

Shri Warior (Trichur): May I know 
how this gate or level crossing there 
is kept unmanned? 

Shri Swaran Sillgh: There are 
thousands of gates in the country 
which are unmanned. This is not a 
practice peculiar to India. I know 
that in almost all railways throughout 
the world there is a very large number 
or a very large proportion of un_ 
manned gates, the presumption being 
that the volume of· traffic there is not 
such that the gates should be closed 
when the train is approaching, and 
the users of the road also take the 
precaution to see that the railway line 
is clear when they are using the road. 

Shri P. K. Deo (Kalahandi): Is it 
not high time now that we considered 
the question of providing gate-keepers 
at every unmanned crossing? 

Mr. Speaker: That is a matter for 
discussion. 

Shri Hem Bana: The hon. Minister, 
by his statement, has tried to accuse 
the users of roads because of the 
unmanned gates and the accidents 
there. In view of the fact that road 
traffic has increased by a large 
margin, is it advisable to have un-
manned gates where accidents might 
take place as has been witnessed in 
the present case? 

Shri Swaran Sillgh: As you were 
pleased to remark while the last ques-
tion was put, it is a matter for discus-
sion. But I agree, as a matter of 
teneral principle, that if at any parti-

cular level crossing the volume of 
traffic on the road is large, we should 
provide a gate and it should be 
manned. But there is no evidence 
with me at present that the road in 
question is that type of road where 
either the volume of traffic on th& 
rail is so large or the volume of traffic 
on the road is so large as to shO\'t 
that a case had arisen for the estab-
lishment of a gate and manning it. 
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Dr. L. M. Singhvi (Jodhpur): Does 
the railway administration propose to 
provide any compensation or relief to 
those who are injured or to the famil-
ies of those who are dead, without 
prejudice to . their involvement or 
fault in the matter, because that may 
be a subject-matter of enquiry? 

Shri SwaraD. SIn&'h: The railway ad-
ministration do provide ex-gratia 
compensation in certain cases. The 
general question of compensation is 
decided when railway passengers are 
involved by a statutory authority, 
namely, the Commissioner for Com-
pensation. 

Shri Mohsin (Dharwar South): 
Usually there is a gate or an iron 
chain in unmanned level crossings. 
May I know whether such a gate or 
chain was there in this case? 

Shri Swaran Sillgh: I do not think 
there is always a gate or a chain at 
all unma·nned level crossings. 
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Shri Tyagi (Debra Dun): On a 
point of order, Sir. I beg to submit 
once again that you might perhaps 
like to fix a time for these notices, 
because already 40 minutes are over 
after the Question Hour and if there 
is no limit on the number of such 
questions, I think our programme 
will be upset. 

Mr. Speaker: There are the last 
days of the session and notices for 
ordinary question~ cannot be given. 
So, I have to allow in urgent cases 
short-notice questions also. There 
were three short-notice questions. 
Then, thre are calling atten-
tion notices and adjounment 
motions. This is not the usual time 
that we take every day. But on some 
day, it may happen. I am trying to 
restrict the number as much as I can. 
But han. Members should agree that 
r cannot allow 10 notices every day. 
There ought to be some limit. 

Shri Daji (Indore): On a point of 
order, Sir. Apropos your suggestion, 
we have been cutting out adjourn-
ment motions generally and substitut-
ing them by notices of calling atten-
tion. In certain cases, Whl\n we do 
feel extremely exercised, an adjourn-
ment motion is submitted. I must res-
pectfully submit that your power in 
the matter is restricted to deciding 
whether it is a matter of public im-
portance, whether it is urgent and 
whether it is delayed or not delayed. 
Subject to these restrictions-if an 
adjournment motion fits into these 
three restrictions-it is the House 
which will have to decide whether an 
adjournment motion should be admit-
ted or not. In this case, an adjourn-
ment motion had been· tabled. The 
facts are before the House. 26 per-
sons have been killed and the Minis-
~er..... ' . 

Mr. Speaker: Or'Iier, order. I am 
not allowing . him to make a long 
statement ·here. ' 
. Shri, DaJi:, I am' not making Ii long 
satement. I have hanlly taken a 
minute: The Minister has' refused any 
responsibility'- Th:it' is what 'I am 

submitting. You should give a rulL'lg 
on this adjournment motion now. 

Mr. Speaker: This is not a question 
of denying any responsibility or not. 
That enquiry would be made. The 
110n. Minister has only said that the 
users of the road have some respon-
sibility and precaution to be taken. 
He was perfectly justified in saying 
that there are thousands of gates that 
are unmanned and if the public is 
using those roads which cross railway 
lines, certainly they have to exercise 
caution. 

Slui S. M. Banerjee: He says, tl1ere 
is not sufficient traffic. Then the peo-
ple should die like this! 

Mr. Speaker: He said, it has to be 
seen whether the traffic justifies a 
man to be posted there. That point 
has to be considered. (Interruptions). 
There is nothing more that I can say 
at present. Papers to be laid on the 
Table. 

Slui B. p. ChaUerjee: On a point of 
order regarding what Shri Daji 
raised .... 

Mr. Speaker: The 'hon. Member 
should resume his seat. Shri Daj'i 
raised a point of order and I have 
said that there is no point of order. 
Now' we should proceed further. 

12.45 hrs. 

PAPERS LAID ON THE TABLE 

NOTIFICATION UNDER MOTOR VEHICLES 
ACT 

The Minister of Shipping in the 
Ministry of TraDsport and CommUDi~ 
eatloris (Shrl Raj Bahadur): I beg to 
lay on the Table a copy of Notifica-
tion' NoF.'ti1rr (6)-MV/61 published 
in Trip~ra Gazette, dated the 25th 
November, 1961 making Certain 
amendment to the Tripura Motor 
Vehicles Rules, 1954, under sub-sec: 
tion (3) of section 133 of the Motor 
Vehicles Act, 1939. [Placed in Library: 
See No. LT-189/62]. . 


