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QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE
Mr, Speaker: Yesterday I had re-

ceived a notice of breach of privilege -

from Shri Kapur Singh and Shri Ram
Sewak Yadav to the effect that the
Prime Minister had publicly announ-
ced his acceptance of the resignation
of six members of the Cabinet with-
out first making a statement on the
floor of the House about this matter
of specific, urgent, public importance,
particularly when Parliament is in
session. I told him yesterday that I
bad not allowed it and that if he had

any grievance, he could represent to :
Both of them |

me in the chamber.
did come and see me.
plain it to them,

I tried to ex-

The same notice has been repeated
today by Dr. Singhvi, though he has
taken his stand on two things, first
as a privilege of the House. Then he
comes round and says that it is not
a privilege, but it is a matter of
convention. So according to his own
sta.d, he doubts whether it is really
a privilege issue, A breach of pri-
vilege is of some rights that are
vested in Members and to which they
are entitled. According to him, it is
only a breach of convention. He
himself admits it.

I had said yesterday that I would
like to know from Shri Kapur Singh
whether this Parliament had any say
in the appointment, dismissal or re-
moval of Ministers or it was only the
privilege of the Prime Minister.

Shri Kapur Singh (Ludhiana):
After having listened to your ruling,
I would not insist that it is, strictly
speaking, a privilege of the House, to
have a say in the matter of appoint-
ment or dismissal of the Ministers.
But I would still submit that this
House is entitled, if not to the pri-
vilege, at least to the courtesy, of
knowing before the public knows,
whenever decisions of such import-
ance are taken by the Prime Minister.

Mr. Speaker: I follow him.
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Dr. L. M. Singhvi (Jodhpur): 1t
would not be strictly correct to say
that I have admitted that this not
at all a matter of privilege. What 1
had submitted to you is that this is
a matter of privilege as well as of
convention, and furthar that certain
privileges may be grounded in con-
vention.

Mr. Speaker: Can he give me an
answer to the question that I put to
Shri Kapur Singh, whether this
House has any say in the appoint-
ment change....

. Shri L. M. Singhvi: That is why I
would like to clarify, and I think
that the House is entitled not merely
as a matter of courtesy, but as a
matter of convention, to expect the
Prime Minister to make a statement,
particularly......

Mr. Speaker: That is quite a diffe-
rent thing altogether. Then we get
down to what Shri Kapur Singh said,
that it is a matter of courtesy,

Dr. L. M. Singhvi: No, Sir. I go
further and say that it is not courtesy,
it is a convention, and a convention
is certainly not on the sufferance of
the Government or the Prime Minis-
ter, but it is a matter of right of this
House.

Mr. Speaker: I am only on the
authority of this House, whether it
can interfere or change, or have a
say in the appointment or dismissal

' of Ministers by the Prime Minister,

rather by the President on the advice
of the Prime Minister.

Shri Tyagi (Dehra Dun): May 1
make a submission?
ot I JaF TEE  (qTUEAT)

TEA AR . :

T AERT | X 0F A S I
T 99 A @ @ F A dfeg o
Dr. L. M. Singhvi: If you would

permit me to make my submission
very briefly, I would like, first of
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[Dr. L. M. Singhvi]

all, to say that privilege is after all
the sum total of the rights vested in
us either as a matter of convention or
tradition or as a matter which has
been accepted in all quarters. In
this case, it is not only a matter of
privilege, but a privilege that is
grounded........

Mr. Speaker: He says “not only”.
but where is that privilege, that right,
I am asking him. Can he point out
any constitutional. ...

Dr. L M. Singhvi: I may quote
from May’s Parliamentary Practice
where it says that the distinctive
mark of a practice is its........

Mr. Speaker: When there are spe-
cific rules of this House, we need not
follow. ...

Dr. L. M. Singhvi: 1 shall presently
refer to the specific rules of the
House, but we know that our privi-
leges are not codified anywhere. The
rules only relate to the procedure
which enable us to raise a question
of privilege.

=t W ¥ AR ; 37 G F

s § Ay fAde s€m fF 9=
TF & ¥ FT g9 §, 59 F 77
g foom g § 5 Q@ 3 F9 ¥ wEw
g ot fasarfisre & wvafraa g 1
9 A gre 9 fzar §

(i) not more than one question

shall be raised at the same
sitting;

(ii) the question shall be res-
tricted to a specific matter of
recent occurrence;

(iii) the matter requires the in-
tervention of the House,
=i, & 7w & fAagw w0 fF s
TR a1 T W T EeA F wfq -
T § 1 AT SE aw g A oA
S TA LT F IR HF N T @ aA
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& gfr ) § | W yeE S
et W7 FT TRAET EFR I A
& TG @eT Y A9 & & forg,
@ W FT @ AT oA Ag g oS
f Afml &1 R ANR FAT At
Ffmrfmg i  sRwmag a s
g "fEl ¥ e @ER w1 fag
T AT g Y F T A7 W § 5 wfazaw
F y@E A oYW WA e A
T FT A9 gr fF 95 S wed qe-
Wifes o § U § g A9Ed o
AT § FOG WA F | A A
T & qEE TG AT (G o1 T&@fw
Jor gAT &
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e g .

TEAA WERT : YT § "I GEev
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AR dfawm ¥ maeR ag s
fafeex 71 &% ¢ f5 ag oot sefae
T @I § 98 T B A W R AR
ag 3 ¥ fufaew & f5 s ag et
O F1 ART § a1 3§ fawmifar
gfese #1 X | T W TR
Qa7 @ a1, 31 A% A Frafesa
N FTEF AR I fopg F @
HRA A FT &% ¢ | g9 {4 @
fafreet & femms s w2 & <
W AT @%aT § | T 39 ¥ gHrq
afusx 78 & fF wrew fafrex few
1 Ty § #R few #Y A w@d §

FAamag g e agr mar @ 5
I= ¥ fafeed &1 = A w1
o &, few gw Y Taw & v fafaex
arfear a5t &3 § U oA § | AR
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FE AT ARG @R A I AR
FE @rrg T g

it U9 JaF gg ¥ A RY
FEfmg IS ¥ awaw

“The matter requires the inter-
vention of the House.”

TRy fafre o 5@ § @
@ A gew R aw W eEmw
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2| fow T gow ST &1 ar wE
F dx w i fafeex @wg s«
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oY g1 TG gt | @Ay ag s A
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Y FHC [ ¥ T T AN TR
< faam

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: 1 seek
clarification of your ruling. You were
pleased to observe that the Prime
Minister has got the right of power
under the Constitution to appoint the
Council of Ministers and also dismiss
them or remove any Minister. I be-
lieve that it is the President who has
to do that under the Constitution. It
it, therefore, right for the Prime
Minister to announce in public that
he has accepted the resignation, be-
fore the President has accepted the
resignation submitted.

Mr, Speaker: That is a different
thing altogether.

e g § o A fF
ag fawfa X o TR R gow
¥ 7g arn wman g fr fawrfar & ar
¥ AY ) Fer, A A AQ T
ST & 99 F ATEEE F@T g |

Shri Nath Pai: Sir, I am not
pursuing it. Arising out of it, the
daily Press is full of rumours about
resignations. May we know if there
is any.... (Interruptions.)

Mr. Speaker: Order, order.
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AT § 1 MR AT FIA FT HIAT A &
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12.18 hrs.

RE. HOISTING OF PAKISTANI
FLAG AT LATITILLA

Shri S. M, Bangrjee: I shall ask a
question.

Mr. Speaker: He may put it



