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Mr. Speaker: We will now take up Mr. Speaker: Action must have 
tl11' general discussion on the Railway been taken on it if it has been given. 
Budget. 

12.17 hrs. 

RE. ALLEGED BREACH OF 
PRIVILEGE 

Shri Indrajit Gupta (Calcutta South 
West): Sir, with your permis~ion, I 
mould like to raise the question of 
thf privilege of the House and I seek 
your guidance in the matter. As you 
know, on many previous occasions 
references have been made in this 
House to statements or declarations 
of Government policy which have 
been made outside the House while 
Ih€' House was in session. Several 
~uch instances have occurred in the 
past and you were pleased to 
()b~el've ... 

:\Ir. Speaker: If he has some such 
instance, he should write to me and 
inform me. He should not raise it in 
this manner. 

Shri Indrajit Gupta: am now 
drawing his attention to this matter. 

Mr. Speaker: He ought 
written to me so that I 
come prepared. 

to have 
could have 

Shri Indrajit Gupta: There was no 
time. It has come only in today's 
paper. 

Mr. Speaker: Then he can write to 
me today and raise it tomorrow. 

Shri Indrajit Gupta: Sir, please 
bear with me for a minute. 

Mr. Speaker: Not in this manner. 
would request him to give me notice 
just now. I will consider it and if I 
feel it is so urgent, I will take it up 
in the afternoon. 

Shri Indrajit Gupta: I have already 
given notice of a Calling Attention 
Notice, 

Shri Indrajit Gupta: It is a matter 
on which a decision has been taken 
by the Cabinet. 

Mr. Speaker: I have taken action 
on that. 

Shri Indrajit Gupta: It is a very 
important matter. It amounts to a 
fundamental revision of the industrial 
policy resolution and the House has 
not been informed about it. 

Mr. Speaker: I would request him 
not to raise it in this manner. u;,t 
him have patience. 

12.18~ hrs. 

RE: BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE 

Shri Nambiar: Sir, I would request 
that the dute for the food debate ma:r 
be announced s" that hon. Members 
may know when we are having it. 

Mr. Ijpeaker: The Business Advisory 
Committee ;s meeting tomorrow when 
it will scrutinise everything and 
decidt' what subjects should be taken 
up when. It will be meeting at 4 
O'clock. H(' enn also attend the 
meeting. 

12.19 hrs. 

RAILWAY BUDGET-GENERAL 
DISCUSSION-Contd. 

Mr. Speaker: The House will now 
take up general discussion of the 
Railway budget The hon. Minister of 
Railways was on his legs. 

The Minister of Railways .(Shrl 
Dasappa): Mr. Spe~er, Sir, ! rose 
yesterday evening to thank hon, 
Members for the good reception, 
by and large, which they have accord-
ed to the Railway Budget, I find that 
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45 hon. Members rulve taken part, 
apart from the two colleagues of 
mine, and I had the pleasure and the 
privilege of listening practically' to 
all the speeches. While they have 
generally appreciated the budgetary 
position of the Rai.lways, they have 
also done me an additional favour of 
paying me a personal compliment. 
They have referred also to my chair-
manship of the Estimates Committee. 
The Estimates Committee is one of 
the two most important parlia-
mentary committees and I am glad 
that the reports of these two commit-
tees are receiving more and more 
attention. at the hands of hon, Mem-
bers. 

May I, in the first place, deal with 
some of the financial aspects that 
arise from out of the discussion. It 
is somewhat interesting and I may 
say, strange that there have been 
contrary observations made by h~n. 
Members with rcgard to the position 
of the Railway's finances. My hon. 
fricnds, Shri Nambiar, Shri A. P. 
Sharma and Dr. Sarojini Mahishi 
have ."aid that the position has been 
very satisfactory. While my other hon. 
friends, Shri U. M. Trivedi and Shri 
Pet.er Alvares, have not exhibited 
that amount of satisfaction as the 
other hon. Members and proceeded to 
say that· the position must be 
strengthened much more. That only 
shows that the Raiiways have been 
steering through a golden mean. 

My hon. friend, Shri Warior, refer-
red to the increase in the net 
revenue of the Railways before 
making payments to the general 
exchequer as having increased from 
Rs. 99 crores, which roughly was the 
figurc for 1961-62, to about Rs. 130 
crores during the current year and he 
proceeded to say that it was an 
increaSe of 50 per cent. That is 
rather an arithmetical inexactitude, 
if I may be permitted to say, because 
it makes just 33 per cent. He also 
referred to the net surplus creditable 
to the Development Fund being well 
abOVe Rs. 30 crores durin~ the whole, 

period. It was not brought out, how-
ever, that the capital-at-charge which 
was Rs. 1,683 crores at the end of 
1961-62 had risen to Rs. 2,136 crores 
at the end of the current financial 
year-an increase of 25 per cent. 

Sir, the reasonableness or adequacy 
of any particular level of surplus 
depends upon two aspects, firstly, in 
its relation to the assets of the capi-
tal investment which earned it 
and, secondly, in relation to the 
immediate uses to which the surplus 
is to be put. In 1950-51 the surplus 
amounted to Rs. 15 crores when the 
capital-at-charge was Rs. 827 crores, 
which worked out at 1.82 per cent. 
ThEm, in 1956-57, as against a capital-
at-charge of Rs. 1,072 crores, the Rail-
ways earned a net surplus of Rs. 20 
crores, that is, 1.87 per cent. Strictly • 
therefore the net surplus for 1964-65 
when the capital-at-charge is expected 
to be Rs. 2,389 crores, should be 
substantially very much in excess of 
Rs. 40 crores which my hon. friend 
said would be reasonable. The second 
and the other important aspect to 
which I made an allusion in my 
budget speech is the increasing 
demand for rail users' amenities, staff 
welfare works and works on opera-
tional improvement which are 
essential for progressive modernisa-
tion of railway assets. These have 
resulted in an anticipated expenditure 
chargeable to surplus of nearly Rs. 30 
crores in the current . year and of 
Rs. 33 crores in the coming year. I 
leave it, therefore, to the House to 
judge whether the rise in surplus 
which is expccted to be 
Rs. 30.8 crores only in the coming 
year, even with the marginal revisions 
in freight rates which I have proposed 
can be considered as prosperous as it 

. is made out. My two colleagues have 
already explained how the estimates 
of earnings have been consistently 
realised. It was almost one of the 
stock arguments that the receipts 
were under-estimated and the ex-
penditure was over-estimated. They 
have conclusively shown how very 
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[Shri Dasappa] 
realistic it has been whether taken 
;year by year or taken over a series 
of years. As for 1964-65, not only is 
there no groW1d to think that the 
surplus is in any way under-stated, 
but the House will appreciate that 
the recent trends in traffic give some 
room for anxiety and concern. We 
had expected to lift 17 million addi-
tional tons during the current year. 
and we hope to lift the same tOlUlag~ 
in 1964-65. But, as I have stated, the 
recent trends give Us some room for 
concern, because during the last one 
or two months, there has not been the 
same traffic offering itself for the rail-
ways. 

Another point which Shri Nambiar 
referred to was with regard to the 
depreciation prOVISIOn being un-
reasonably high. He suggested that 
the railways were providing more for 
the depreciation fund than was neces-
sary. He took a figure for the total 
capital Of Rs. 1700 crores and com-
puted depreciation at 2} per cent per 
annum as working out to an annual 
provision of not more than Rs. 42~ 

crores. I believe he is an expert 
accountant. But I am rather surprised 
that he should haVe taken these 
figures. I shall presently show how 
Borne of these figures are wrong: 
Shri Warior also made a specific 
reference to the appropriation to the 
depreciation fund having been increas-
ed from Rs. 48 crores during the 
Second Plan period to Rs. 80 crores in 
the current year of the Third Plan 
period. I am heartened, however, by 
the contrary views expressed by Shri 
U. M. Trivedi who suggested that 
the depreciation fund and the develop-
ment fund should be built up in such 
a manner that the railways became 
self-sufficient and did not have to 
draw upon the general revenues for 
building themselves up. I believe Shri 
B. K. Das also said more or less the 
lame thing. 

I cannot see from where Shri 
Nambiar took the capital invjestment 
figure as Rs. 1700 crores. 

Shri Nambiar (Tiruchirapalli): 
have taken the 1961-62 figures. 

Shri Dasappa: I do not know why 
my hon. friend should go back to that 
year. The actual capital-at-charge at 
the end of 1962-63, the last com-
pleted year fOr which we have placed 
the figurl'S hefore the House, as will 
be seen from page 75 of the Explana-
tory Ml·morandum. was Rs. 1896 
erores nearly, and it is expected to. 
increase to Rs. 2136 crores at the end. 
of March, 1964, and to Rs. 2389 crores 
at the end of 1964-65. Now that he 
has got theSe figures before him I 
am ~l1re he will realise that there was 
:;orne in,'xactitude in asking for the 
cutting down of the depreciation 
amount. 

Shri Nambiar: Evpn granting that 
it is about Rs. 2000 crore:;, at the rate 
of 2~ per cent per annum, it can only 
come to about Rs. 50 crore~. How can 
it go up to Rs. 80 crores as is claimed" 

Shri Dasappa: When I come to the 
demands OD the utilisation of this 
fund. then my hon. friend will under-
stand the real position. My hon. 
friend must also know that during 
th(' Second Plan periOd we had to 
draw very much more from these 
funds than what we had provided for, 
which provision was, to the tune of 
about Rs. 45 crores every year. 

It has to be remembered that 
according to the recommendations of 
the Railway Convention Committee, 
the depreciation reserve fund has to 
finance not only replacement of 
assets-with which Shri Nambiar was 
satisfied-originally created from capi-
tal but also other assets. The value of 
all assets on this basis, with reference 
to which depreciation will have to be 
computed, is of the order of Rs. 3,000-
crores, as shown in page 77 of the 
explanatory memorandum, in relation 
to whieh the depreciation provISIon 
of Rs. 80 crores in 1963-64. which 
includes an additional provision of 
Rs. 10 crores provided by this Parlia-
ment last year, will work out to ., 
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pel' cent-about the same percentage 
as my hon. friend wants. Whethel 
the depreciation reserVe fund is kept 
uun"ec.<"arily large or affluent can be 
judg('d by the simple fact that the 
balunee anticipated at the end of 
1964-65 in the fund will not be more 
than Rs. 50 crores in relation to the 
tol31 capital at charge of Rs 2389 crores 
taking only a,sets charged in Ihe 
book, to capital and not the value of 
all capital assets, to which I have 
already rderred. 

It may also be pointed out that the 
actual withdrawal from the deprecia-
(ion fUnd in 1962-63, the last com· 
pleted year, was more than Rs. 75 
crOI'es, and this is expected to be of 
(he same order or even more in the 
('oming years with progressive 
replacement of over aged railway 
lIs,et" the need for which was 
rightly pointed out by Shri Nambiar. 
You cannot have the cake and eat it 
too. In fact, the average annual 
pl'Ovision for depreciation Of Rs. 45 
crores in the second plan period did 
not. a, I said, prove adequate. Its 
inadequacy has been corrected more 
recently. 

It ~hould not be overlooked that 
the depreciation reserve fund at any 
time should have enough money to 
meet the full replacement costs of 
assets which are replaced, and further 
the amount set apart each year from 
revenue should suffice to cover the 
up to date depreciation accruing in 
each particular year in respect of 
assets which will come up for replace-
ment later. I do not, therefore, see 
the point in Shri Nambiar's criticism 
that depreciation fund should be only 
for depreciation purposes and not for 
the purposes Of renewal charges. 
Successive Railway Convention Com-
mittees, of 1949, 1954 and 1960, on 
the last of which an important Mem-
ber of the affiliation of my hon, friend 
sat, have recommended the salutary 
principal of charging the full renewal 
and replacement costs to the depre-
ciation fund, so as to arrest the 
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iuercase of capital. I take it that he 
is in wholehearted agreement with 
his c:'stwhilP colleague and friend, 
Shri V'ttal Rao, 

Shri Nambiar: If it is no secret, I 
can reveal that I ditTered from lhat 
decision. 

Shri Dasappa: If they speak with 
divided voices, I would much rather 
go by the vice of one who has mad" 
a Ihorough study of it than that of the 
other person who bases his remarks on 
doubtful facts. 

Our purpose is not only a sound 
commercial practice, but will save 
Ih ... general pxc;.hequer to that extc:1t 
. -I am sure Ihe House will appre-
ciate this fact, the obligation of 
raising further capital loans for 
railway purposes such as has been 
advocated by Shri Nambiar. The 
I ai/ways will thus finance a substan-
tial porlion of the development pro-
gramme in successive plans, includ-
ing requirements of renewal and 
replacements from their own resourc-
es, which is what. the country expects, 
which is, as I said, what the represen-
tative of his own persuasion on the 
Committee expected. 

I would like to refer to the freights 
and fares question which has, to some 
extent, agitated some hon. Members, 
who have harped on resorting to eco-
nomy measures and therc-by eliminat-
ing any enhancement of these freights 
and fares. It is very easy for anyone 
to say that if sufficient economies are 
only resorted to the need for enhanc-
ing these taritTs could be easily obviat-
ed. What is more, this is expected' 
irrespective of the unavoidable in-
creases in working costs arising from 
increase in the per capita cost of staff 
and in the cost of fuel and other mate-
rails consumed in the course of rail-
way operations, 

It is necessary for me to recall that 
thc Railway Freight Structure En-
quiry Committee of 1955-57, consist-
ing of eminent persons including two 
MFs, went into the whole matter of 
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[Shri Dasappa] 
efficiency of railway operation before 
they came to the conclusion that an 
overall increase of freight rates was 
inescapable. As I mentioned in my 
budget speech. even with the increase 
,prop:>sed by me, we shall be going 
beyond the increases which were re-
commended by the Freight Structure 
Enquiry Committee some 7 years ago 
with respect to the working costs of 
195&-57 by a very much smaller per-
centage than would be justified by the 
increase in working costs since 1957. 
It is because of continued measures of 
.economy and operational improve-
ments bv way of better utilisation of 
equipmc';,t and persbnnel that the 
railways have been able to keep down 
the increases in fares and freights in 
this manner. These measures will be 
continued. It will be seen that the 
costs have increased by 33 per cent 
since 1957 and we have not increased 
fares by anything like that, becausp 
the increase which comes to 13 per 
cent was rE'ached on 1-7-62 and we 
·added 5 per cent hst year and 2 per 
cent this year. I certainly do not say 
that there is no scope for further 
economies, which, I may assure the 
House, will be pursued vi,((orously. 

There is no doubt about the need to 
keep down prices to t'le maximum ex-
tent possible and I have kept this 
aspect very much in mind. But I 
would point out that an increase in 
freight by 1'8 per ('I>nt can have only 
a very small effect. a fraction of a 
percentage on the cost going into the 
p~ices of various commodities. This 
is one of the aspects some hon Mem-
bers. referred to, namely. that the 
moment you raise the surcharge by 2 
p~r ('pnt. which works out effectively 
to 1'8 prr cent. you would at once 
practically dislocate prices and the), 
would be shooting up. 

It should also not be forgotton that 
the measure of rationalisation pro-
posed will mean an appreciable re-
duction in the transport cost of cer-
tain consumer goods of common use 

I General DiBcuasiOft 
like medicines, cigarettes and mach-
es. The House would surely appreci-
ate that is not practicable to expect 
there should not be even the slightest 
effect on the cost of rail transport 
when wages go up and prices of com-
modities purchased for the railways 
from different industries like steel, 
coal etc. go up. 

Shri Kashi Ram Gupta: On ciga-
rettes, the cost should not be reduced, 
because they are cancer~producing. 

Shri Dasappa: For that, he must 
refer to my han. colleague, the Fin-
ance Minister, to see how he could 
step in and bring down the consump-
tion of lady nicotine. 

Finanlly, by increasing the utilisa-
tion of railway assets, it has been 
p)ssible for the railways greatly to 
reduce for the users of the railways 
the impact felt by the railways of 
rising costs, prices and taxes. 

I would like to deal now with the 
increased demands for repairs and 
renewals and the improved stan-
dards that are required. The House 
and the country rightly want 
f'xtensive plans of adpquat.€' re-
pairs and renewals. My hon. friend 
Shri Warior and other hon. Members 
also been stressed. All this means a 
stand~rds in every direction. I need 
not dC'tail all those points. The need 
for expansion and development has 
also been stressed. All thL~ measns a 
higher level of expenditure, both re-
venue and capital. If there were to 
be no increase in fares and freights 
at all it will only mean that the gap 
will have to be made good by general 
taxation. This, as rightly pointed out 
by the Railway Freight Structure 
Enquiry Committee, will probably 
affect more adversely the prospects of 
industrialisation and further expan-
sion of trade. 

I would like to deal with A certain 
doubt that has been expressed, whicl1 
surprised me no1: a little, about the 
increases in freights and rates not 
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being fully rationl. It was the ques-
tIon whether a flat increase in the sur-
charge by two per cent in basic rates 
w;.~ weli-conceived, or it was, as 
some han. Members suggested, arbi-
trary, because it applied uniformly to 
all commodities except export ores. 
I had referred in the Budget speech 
to several factors which have increas-
ed the working expenses and other 
obligations of the railways. To re-
(;ounl some of them, increased pay-
ment t:1 workers on account of night 
duty allowance, improved cadres, in-
creased dearness allowance, improv-
ed family pen~ions, reclassification of 
cities for purposes of compensatory 
;djowllnce, to mention only a few, 
have all raised the expenses of the 
Indian railways and have affected the 
COgt of haulage of all commodities 
uniformly without exception. The 
same is obviously true of factors like 
increase in coal and diesel oil costs 
or in steel prices. These affect the cost 
of haulage of all commodities uni-
formly. Then again, the increased di-
vidend payable at 5' 75 per cent on 
the new capital has also an identical 
e/fect. A rational basic rate structure 
of the railways was evolved and ado-
pt.ed in October. 1958, after the Rail-
way Freight Structure Enquiry Com-
mittee had made recommendations in 
195'7. and there have been even one 
aT two additional steps taken since 
then by way of further adjustment 
and rationalisation where this was 
considered just. If the basic freight 
structure is fairly reasonable and not 
open to serious objection, and if the 
cost of moving all commodities has 
been increased uniformly by the 
different factors such as those I have 
mentioned, it is clearly reasonable 
and fair that the surchage devised to 
compensate for increased working 
costs and to maintain a fair return on 
capital should also apply uniformly to 
all commodities. 

It has to be remembered also that 
the increase is nit much. and is effec-
tively not more than l' 8 per cent on 
existing rates. It the freight rates of 
different commodities stood to each 

other in a certain ratio before the 
enhancement of the surcharge-and 
also, I may say, the ratio to cost-this 
ratio still obviously remains unaffect-
ed even after the additional element 
of this surcharge. There is, there-
fore, no ground to question whether 
the application of the increase is 
weII conceived. It was certainly not 
arbitrary. 

Dr. L. M. SInghvi (Jodhpur): Why 
not appoint a committee for freight 
rates? 

Shri Dasappa: We had done it, 
and it is on the basis of their recom-
mendations that we are now proceed-
ing. Another committee is hardly 
necessary. They are not going to 
differ very widely from the recom-
mendllltions of the previous Freight 
Structure Enquiry Committee. 

Shri Nambiar: We have. now over-
stepped the recommendations of the 
Committee. 

Shri Dasappa: We have not over-
stepped in any sense; on the other 
hand, we have understepped as I 
have shown. If my hon. friend has 
not f:,J]owed what I have said 

Shri Nambiar: The present two per 
cent cent increase is overstepping. 

Shri Dasappa: When there has 
been a 33 per cent rise in working 
costs, and the rise in freight rates SO 

far after the 13 per cent rise is five per 
cent, I do not think the additional two 
per ccnt is going beyond the 33 per 
cent °rise in costs wh:ch stands in 
relation to five pI Us two or seven per 
cent. 

On the importance of securing an 
adequate return on capital, I share the 
views of the hon. Members who have 



2601 Railwall FEBRUARY 26, 1964 Budget-

[Shri Dasappa] 
expressed themselves on this subject. 
It will be seen from the tables on page 
78 of the Explanatory Memorandum 
that the net return on the capital-at-
charge before dividend payment, which 
had averaged 6' 2 per cent in the first 
three years. will now come down to 
5' 6 per cent in 1~64-65, even aiter, 
let my hon. friend Shri Nambiar note. 
the intended adjustments in freights 
for the reasons which I have set out 
at some length in the Budget speech. 
The relevant facts have been set out 
in the Budget ~peech and the Expla-
natory McmJrandum. I am thankful 
to see that in general they have 
been duly appreciated by the House. 

Some of the hon. Members have 
chosen to say that the comfortable 
position in which the railways find 
themielves today is not 30 much due 
to improved efficiency as to a 
slump in business. I want to enter 
my cavpat and say a few words on 
this. I thought the Budget speech 
had made the position clear, but I 
want to explain a few facts there. 
The originating traffic lifted by the 
Indian Railways in thoe calendar years 
1961, 1962 and 1963 were 160'7, 173' 7 
and 190.5 million metric tons respec-
tively. Thus, an interval of two years 
witnessed an increase of almost 30 
million originating tons. What was it 
in the First Plan period? It 
was not more than 4' 6 million 
tons on the average. What was it 
during the Second Plan period? The 
average went up by 8 million tons. 
That is to say, for the entire Second 
Plan period it was 40 million tons. 
But in thoe first two years alone of the 
Third Plan we thave lifted an addi-
tional tonnage of 30 million. I ask 
tile persons who are rather grudging 
in giving, I will not say the devil its 
due, but the Indian railways their due, 
to say if this is not a real achievement 
on the part of thoe Indian railways. 
Is not lifting an of average increase 
of 11 million tonnes yearly in the first 
two years something very much better 
than an average of 8 million addi-
tional tonnes yearly in the Second 
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Plan period and an average of 4' 6 
million additional tonnes yearly in 
the First Plan period~ 

It is this significant and continuing 
increase in rail capacity in two suc-
cessive years that has mainly contri-
bute6 to the railways' present position 
of being able to tackle the traffic 
offered more or less currently. It is 
not at all con~("t that tile railways' 
good position is due entirely to a 
slump in th e demand for rail tra!lS-
port. I do not want. to dwell v,"r.v 
much on this suhject. I am sure ~he 
Hous~ will recognise this f!l{"t :tnd 
appreciate that it is after reaching 
much hight'r !e,,,,I,; of capaci ty .hat 
doubts ar .. being fell nnw whethe,' the 
traffic demand will rise any fut·ther 
in order to fully use up available 
rapacity. As m~' hon colleagul' has 
also said, now w,· have come to a 
position wlren we are rather doubtful 
whether, having geared U!) lh,. ra:J-
ways to meet additional trallie. so 
much of additiondl traffic as we hav(' 
envisaged will olfe'r il,eJf for us t:> 
lift. That is "hal we are worried 
about, not the question of h"sening 
the pace of our progress and t'fficie'ncy. 

Shri Thirumala Rao (Kakinada): 
OIl a point of clarification, is not t'lC 
Minister optimistic that the Third and 
Fourth Plans would call upon the rail-
ways to lift much higher loads? He 
is expressing a little diffidence whe-
thoer the acquired capacity will be 
fully utilised. Has he not got a pro-
per estimate of the economic tempo 
that is going to be brought about in 
the Third and Fourther Plans? 

Shri Dasappa: My hon. friend 
forgets that we are in the mid-
dle of the Third Plan. I am not refer-
ring to what we are going to plan for 
the Fourth Plan; we shall consider 
that in conjunction with the Planr.in~ 
Commission. We have got to reach at 
least 245 million tons by the end of 
the Plan period. I am not able tf) 
appreciat-e his point. 

Shri Thirumala Rao: Is your ~ 
mism just.itel!? 
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Sbri Dasappa: My pessimism is 
justified because in the year of gracc 
1964 we are not getting such traffic as 
we are capable of lifting. I am ~lIre 

this will not last long. Maybe, peo .. 
pIe have built up heavy stoeks of coal 
and they are noV lifting more now; 
when their stocks diminish. they will 
I'll more coal. Actually, I would also 
like to mak(' it clear beyond doubt 
that the Railways who have equipped 
themselves for ,lIl increase in traffic 
continuing steadily a('cordingly to the 
Plan would' welcome nothing better 
than the full impaet of slich a deve-
loping traffic. This would offer the 
stimulus of challenge a~ well as the 
opportunity to utiliSI' fully and etrec-
tivl'ly tht" inv,,:·:tml'llts th~t have been 
made. and to earn the im'ome that hv~ 
ba'll forecast. Although current tra-
ffic demands arc being l'urrently met, 
thl'6(, demands in rl'C'i'nt week.. have 
not been appreciahly above the levelr. 
of tht' corresponding period in 1963. 
But the Budget itself, may I say again, 
is on the hope that traffic demands 
will once again pick up and rapidly 
in('rea.s" so as to give the R"ilways a 
chanC(' to me('t thE' targets of lifting 
the additional 17 million originating 
10n~ in 1964-65 on,r til(' II"'ds of the 
l'urrc'nt y .. ar. The Y('ry fact that an 
outlay of Rs. 370 crores is programml'rl 
for l'xpan~ion and d('vc'lopmcnt pro-
grammes for 1964-65 indieates that 
th.'r" is no complacen('v and th;]t the 
Railways are getting -further geared 
up for any ('ventualit~'. I \\'US rather 
surprised that certain Members were 
harping on this question that we 
should not b(' eomplaeent. If any such 
worrt or l'Vl'n thought had escaped me 
When I presentl1d the Budget, they 
may have had some justification for 
saying it. On the other hand, we are 
going through our programmp nnd wp 
<lre not going to lessen the pace of our 
progress. Still I cannot undoerstand 
why certain Members say: The Min-
istry should not be complacent. 

Another query or conundrum was 
raised ,by Shri Warior wether Rail-
ways should be a utility service or a 
commercial service. I think he got a 

: Genera! Discussion 
right answer when immediately after-
wards it was said that it should be 
both utility and commercial service .. 
(Interruptions.) It is both-a utility 
servIce and a commercial service. We 
have never said that it was either the 
one or the other. 

Sbri H'anumanthaiya 
City): Mixed economy. 

(Bangalore 

Shri Dasappa: Let us not mix our 
thoughts now. It was said that if the 
Railways worked as a com-
mercial concern, the rate of 
return On capital would be 
much higher. The Railway Conven-
tion Committee specifically dealt with 
this problem and in 1954 came to the 
conclusion that the Railways should be 
both-a utility service and a commer-
cial concern. 

Shri Warior We have been that too. 
But whenever it is convenient for the 
Government, they say it is a commer-
cial concern and they rely upon it. 
Whenever it is convenient to say that 
it is a pu blic utility service, they rely 
on it and do not say the other. 

Mr. Speaker: Because both are 
there. 

Sbri Dasappa: I will presently tell 
my hon. friend that it ought to be 
both and it is both. Railways have to 
provide as cheap and efficient a mode 
of transport as possible in the overalL 
interests of national economy. They 
have at the same time to maintain 
their solvency and contribute sub-
stantially towards the resources re-
quiroo for their own development. 
The Railways, as a commercial 
department, pay cess together with 
sales-tax and excise duty on coal 
as we)) as sales tax on other 
materials, import duties on rolling 
stock and other items and munjcipal 
and local taxes on railway buildings. 
all of which aggregate to several 
crores of rupees a year. In fact, the 
general taxation changes made after 
the Railway Budget for the last year 
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had been formulated has led to a sub-
stantial increase in the Railways' ex-
penditure, both capital and revenue 
for which supplementary demands had 
been presented and which the House 
has been asked to vote. It would 
appear from the speech of Shri Peter 
Alvares that it is not generally appre-
ciated that the Railways have to meet 
al1 these liabilities arising out of 
taxation. 

An hon. Member said that if only 
the Railways were in the private sec-
tor it would ha~ made double or four 
times the profit. Luckily for me, 
there are a few railways still in the 
hands of the private sector. Do my 
hon. friends realise in what plight 
they are? We saw only the other day 
what the position was with regard tt.> 
the 58 light Railway ... (An Han. 
Member: Narrow gauge) No matter 
what the gauge is. Let us not confuse 
the issues. It is in the hands of the 
private sector which is alleged to 
have all the capacity to manage 
things most efficiently. But they 
are in difficulties. I do not want 
to say more. 

Shri Nambiar: 
ways. 

Shri Hati 
(Hoshangabad) : 
puge. 

They are toy rail-

Vishnu Kamath 
Scrap the narrow-

Shri Dasappa: They are now seek-
ing assistance from the U.P. State 
Government. . 

Some hon. Members were concer-
ned with co-ordination between roads 
and railways. I do not know why 
they sould have dealt so much with 
filat question because they knew that 
when Mr. Neogy resigned from his 
office of chairmanship of the co-ordi-
nation committee, there has been ar. 
announcement in the Press that this 
work is being continued with Mr. 
Tarlokh Singh as Chairman of the 
CQIllmittee. The Committee have 
gathered a large volume of very use-
full material. 

I General DiscussiOn 

13,00 hrs. 

Shri lIari Vishnu Kamath: What 
about Shri Neogy's own stak."Illent 
about his resignation? He made a 
long statement 0Il_ his resignation 
throwing a different light on the 
matter. 

Shri Dasappa: We are now talking 
of co-ordination and not Shri Nrogy's 
resignation. He may have his own 
reasons for it. But the' fact is that 
the work is now not going to stay put 
hut it will be continued without 
any break. He had, I believe. a term 
0: two years to go by still; I real!y do 
not know what exactly had beel~ don,· 
then by Shri Neogy. But the point i:;. 
it is now going to be taken uP. and I 
though I have no business to give any 
assurane" on behalf of the Planning 
Commission, I think I rna.\' hold out 
some assurance that the' final rl'porl 
On the matter will, emprg(' in aoout 
six months. J expeet that you want 
a studied report :Inri "ot a p"t~hy 
report. 

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: We ha\'e 
studying it for a long tim(' no·,\'. thl"€; 
years. 

Dr. M. S. Aney (Nagpur I: Y"u .,ave 
referred to thL report of Shri N ,'oev. 
Is he still coninuing to br' the Chair-
man of that Committre? 

Shri Dasappa: He has resigne-ci alld 
his plaC"e has been taken over by 51, :'i 
Tarlok Singh, a membrr of the Plana-
ing Commission. 

Shri Nambiar: The point was th.at 
this committee-not about Shri 
Npogy's resignation-has been made 
subsidiary to the World Bank agenc~"s 
enquiry which is uncalled fol', and 
whether the railway has any share in 
this changed pattern. That was the 
point which was raised. 

Shri Da.'1appa: J havr not much idea 
of that causal relation between one 
thing and the other. ThE' Plannin~ 
Commission is seized of it and the 
Committee members are at their job. 
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I am sure that it would be wise on Dr. M. S. Aney (Nagpur): We agree. 
the part of Shri Nambiar to reserve 
whatever remarks he has till the 
report comes out. 

Shri Sham Lal Suaf (Jammu and 
Kashmir): The Government of India 
has a committee of the WQfld Bank 
for advising coal movement, etc. 
What some hon. friend" pointed out 
was whether there is any overlapping 
between the two committees-the 
Neogy Committee and that committee. 

Shri Dasappa: I do not think it 
wuuld be pruper on my part to go into 
those facts until and unless I study 
the whole question. I do not think 
this committee which is now to be 
presided over by Shri Tarlok Singh is 
going to be influenced in any wrong 
direction because uf any other com-
mittee in the world. They are going 
to do the job in a purely scientifie 
manner and you will see when it 
comes uut that much of the apprehen- . 
sions uf some uf my hon. friends are 
wholly unfounded. 

Another point that was raised was 
that the improvement effected in tht: 
Indian railways by way of container 
service--which is really welcomed by 
the trade and commerce-is going to 
hit the industry. This is one other 
extraordinary statement that has been 
put forward. I think Ilon. Members 
will appreciate that if w~ can also 
render what is known as door-to-door 
service from one city to another city, 
from one town to another town. it is 
a thing which has got to be welcomed. 
because there will be no question of 
trying to interfere with the bulk of 
the commodity; it will be absolutely 
aate and there will be no room for 
pilferage and so on. It will also help 
the business because the railways will 
be able to go to the door of the con-
signor and it will be picking up there 
and then loading it by th-emselves and 
delivering it at the other end. So, 
this is a thing which I thought every-
body should welcome, but anyway, one 
hon. Member has chosen not to 
appreciate this good service which the 
railways have planned for themselves. 

Shri Dasappa: Thank you. It is 
clearly desirable that transport of 
goods of any category should be 
through the medium best-suited to 
carry it at minimum best-suited to 
nation. In order to facilitate the 
attainment of this objective and for 
other sound economic reasons, there 
is a continuous effort in al! the advanc-
ed countries to make freight rates 
cost-oriented to the extent feasible. 
The proposal made in regard to mak-
ing slight increases in the coal rates 
for long distances, as well as reducing 
the classification of the commodities 
now classified at very high classifica-
tions are both motivated by this COIl-
sideration. 

I now come to a very imI?ortnnt 
point which was raised by some hOll. 
Members, notably by my hon. friend 
Shri Hanumanthaiya who, I think, 
rightly stressed the importance of 
a definite policy regarding the con-
v(,rsion of metre and narrow gauges 
to wider gauges. 

Shri Hali Vishnu Kamath: He was 
here just now. Where has he dis-
appeared? 

Shri Dasappa: I would like to ex-
plain the policy that the Government 
have adopted for good and clear rea-
sons. There is no doubt that, although 
On the Indian railways well ov~ 80 
per cent of the originating tonnage in 
freight is lifted by the broad gauge, 
the existence of a multiplicity or 
gauges, with the need for tranship-
ment of traffic. docs detract from 
what would be the ideal situa-
tion. I referred, however, in my 
budget speech to the practical diffi-
culty of embarking on wholesale or-
even large-scale conversioo. I do not 
know exactly ....... . 

Shri Koya (Kozhikode) : Why is 
the Government now constructing the 
Bangalore-Salem railway line on the 
metre gauge only? 
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Shri Dasappa: That is exactly wnat 
I am going to answer. As I have said, 
however desirable may be the pro-
gramme of wholesale conversion of 
these smaller gauges into broad gauge, 
it is a difficult thing to resort to, be-
cause the cost itself. as computed by 
experts, may run into more than a 
tho\L'<3nd erore< of rupees, and if we 
haVE' got to exhaust all our energies 
and resources for this purpose, name-
ly, only on ron version, of the gauges. 
what i~ it that we can do by way of 
giving additional amenities and faci-
lities in other respects? That is not 
possible. 

Shri Sezhiyan (Pel'ambalur): It 
n<'ed not be in a single year; it may 
be done in 20 years. 

Shri I)asappa: Therefore. the policy 
is very clear: that wherever there is 
tr<lffil" justification. in areas where 
we have the metre gauge system 
now, there, we will consider the 
que~tion of converting the metre 
gauge into broad gauge. That is the 
fir~t principle. Secondly, when lay-
inl! down n~w lines. if the traffic 
ju~tifii'~ and if one or other and 
of that line is a broad gauge, then also 
we have got to consider the question 
of having a broad gauge line. Thirdly, 
wherp neither of the eI'lds has a broad 
gauge. it would be impos~ible to think 
of a broad gauge between those two 
lines, because it L. not worth-while. 
The<l we can only think of a metre 
gauge. These are certain basic prin-
ciples by which we are going. I en-
tirely agree that the ultimate de..qign 
should be to have one gauge all over 
India and that gauge, there is no dis-
put.e. should be the broad gauge, 

Shri Sezhiyan: For the Salem-
Bang:llore line. both ends arc broad 
gauge. 

Shri Da...a.ppa: If the traffic jw;ti-
fie!'. It is a very important provision. 
If. supposing, the traffic does not 
justif~·, then the likely result would 
be that having the broad gauge would 
mean more losses. That also is a sim-
ple matter fOr anybody to appreciate. 
Therefore, the question is, what we 

have chosen now is a very happy for-
mula which we have adopted, name-

.. lY, with regard to these new lineI 
where the traffic does not justify • 
broad gauge, when we build up the 
track. culverts and the bridges-
eveJ'ything~will be fore the broad 
gauge sJ;andards, so that if in 
the course of years it is found neces-
sary that the metre gauge is not en-
ough to lift the traffic, then we could 
easily convert it into· the broad gauge. 
That is not such a problem, once we 
have the bridges, culverts and tunnels, 
if any. 

Dr. M. S. Aney (Nagpur): So far 
as the existing lines are concerned, 
that formula might hold good. But 
when new lines are constructed, will 
they be uniformly broad gauge? 

Shri Da!appa: I am in entire sym-
pathy with my respected friend that 
all new lines should be broad gauge, 
but-the 'but' is inescapable because 
as I said, if the traffic does not justify 
it, and if you have broad gauge 
instead of metre gauge, the losses will 
be mUch more than otherwise. 

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: What 
about Hassan-Mangalore line? 

8hri Dasappa: It is natural that my 
friend from Mangw.ore is very much 
interested in that line. We shall con-
sider ce..rtainly at the right time whe-
ther we should have a metre gauge 
or broad gauge. But as We have 
assessed it at presel'lt, according to 
our survey, it is only metre gauge 
that is justified at the moment. But 
whether it is Salem-Bangalore or 
Hassan-Mangalore, the bridges, cul-
verts, tunnels, etc. are all for broad 
gauge--l substantially. I think I have 
made the position very clear and I do 
not think there is any need for any 
further explanation on this point. I 
take it that Mr. Hanumanthaiya and 
others who have referred to this will 
be satisfied with this stand that we 
have taken up. 

I know that one of the thing! that 
works as a handicap in the caFe of 
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multi-gauges is transhipment. It cuts 
speed, causes mOre delay and there 
are also the attendant incidental dis-
advantages of possible pilferage, 
damage and so on. We are fully con-
scious of that, but even so, as I said, 
we have got to hasten slowly with 
regard to' this matter. 

I now come to the important ques-
tion of electrification and dieselisation. 
I am thankful to the House for hav-
ing laid emphasis on a switch-over to 
either electrification or dieseJisatiOn. 
All Of us are agreed on this point that 
the steam locomative is OUt of date 
and obsolete. I would like to draw 
attention to a few figures which I have 
got here, which would be of interest 
to the House. On page 21 of this book 
on performance of our Railways 
they are given. The Canadian 
National Railways have 100 per cent 
dieselisation. The Canadian Pacific 
has 99' 80 dieseIisation. In Italy, it is 
83.11 per cent electrification and 1.02 
dieselisation. In France, it is 10 per 
cent dieselisation and 51 pcr cent elec-
trification. The British railways are 
also now dieselising to a large extent. 
They have got 11.55 per cent dieseli-
sation. In the United States, it is 
very interesting to know that 98' 72 
per cent is diesel and 1.22 per cent 
electric traction. 

In India, the position is, taking all 
the gauges together, we have 7' 90 per 
cent diesel traction and 5' 41 electric 
traction. Having regard to the trends 
all over the world and the conveni-
ence and advantages of electrification 
and dieselisation, the Indian Railways 
have not lost time in taking up the 
manufacture of electric locomotives 
and diesel locomotives. We have 
manufactured quite a number of 
electric locomotives. The first AC 
locomotive was commissioned only 
the other day bv the Prime 
Minister and the first diesel loco-
motive was commissioned by Shri 
Lal Bahadur Shastri in the first week 
of January. The advantages are obvi-
ous. As between electrification and 
diellelisatiOn, there are more advantag-
es in electrification in certain cases and 
in dieselisation in certain other cases. 
2213 (AI) LSD.-5. 
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Both are able to give us more speed 
and more haulage. But where the 
density of traffic is very high, there 
electric traction is better than even 
diesel. But in diesel traction, there 
is more of manoeuvrability, which 
advantage is not there in electric trac_ 
tion. Diesel loco can go on any track, 
whether there is electricity or not. So, 
we· feel that in Dndia, the answer to 
the problem today is to see what are 
our requirements in each line. 
13.17 hrs. 
[MR. DEPUTY-SpEAKER in the Chair] 

If the density is very much, then it 
would be t<.o our adva.ntage to go in 
for electriC traction. If the density is 
greater than what the steam locomo-
tives can negotiate. then we should go 
in for diesel traction. There is no 
doubt about that. 

In regard to this, the cost of diesel 
and the cost of power also come into 
play. Luckily for us, it looks as 
though we will be able to have high-
speed diesel oil for the purpOse of 
traction. I may incidentally say to 
those who want to put the roads 
against railways that the diesel 
locomotive consumers per tonnage of 
hauling not more than one-fifth of 
what th~ road vehicles consume. For 
every ton of goods moved, by rail-
ways, it costs substantially less than 
what it would cost if it is moved by 
road. That is realIy an advantage for 
dieselisation. 

Shl"i. Ha.ri Vishnu Kamath: Is it a 
fact that the cost of electrification per 
kilometre in India is much higher than 
in some other countries and if so, what 
are the reasons for this? 

Shrl Dasappa: I thought my hon. 
friend, more than all of IUS, myself 
included,knew this simple fact that 
we have got to import a lot of those 
parts which go for traction on the 
one side and also electrificatiun ot 
lines on the other. 

Shri Hart VL~hnu Kamath: What is 
being done to make those componenta 
here? 

Shri Dasappa: That is exactly the 
problem which we are tackling now. 
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Shrl Itashl Ram Gupta (Al'war): 
How does cost of diesel compare wiill 
cost of coal in the railways? Let us 
not compare railways with roads. 

Shri DasajJpa: Lt depends on the 
location of coal. I:f it is on the pit-
head it costs so much less and if it is 
far-off it costs more. But in any case, 
the advantage with diesel is that when 
you do not use the locomotive, you 
do not have to use diesel oil. In the 
case at steam locomotives, whether it 
is on the run or otherwise, the steam 
lias got to be kept up. 

Shri D. J. Naik (Panchmahalo): 
How docs the cost of diesel engines 
compare with the cost of steam 
engines? 

Shri Dasappa: It is vcry much 
more. We are now absolutely sPlf-
sufficient so far as our requirement~ 
of steam locomotives are cOflcerned, 
and we have brought down the price 
enormously. The cost of a steam 
engine is just about Rs. 4' 5 lakhs, for 
an electric engine it is about Rs. II 
lakhs and for a diesel engine it may 
be a couple of lakhs more .. 

Another factor which We have got 
to take into consideration is the avai-
lability of cheap power. We have got 
to work out what the running cost 
would be, quite apart from the non-
recurring cost of capital outlay, That 
would be necessary. If, for instance, 
we are able to get power very cheap, 
even a little extra cost in electrifica-
tion could be more than made UP by 
the cheap electric power that we can 
get. Therefore, I would, say to any 
State which is thinking of having 
electrification to try and offer power 
very cheap because otherwise they 
would not have any 'elect.r:ification 
done. 

I was talking about the gauge. 
might illustrate as to how we are at 
this job and we are trying to do lIS 
much as possible by way of conversion 
of these gauges. I can give one in-
stance straightaway, From Guntakal 
to Hospet we are having a parallel line 
of broad gauge, but from Hospet to 
Hubli and LOnda and then on to Mar-
magao we are surveying now for con-

I General Discussion 
version of the metre gauge into broad 
iauge. That is mainly required for 
the export of iron ore. The density of 
traffic between Poona and Miraj is al-
ready prt'tty heavy. Therefore, We ar.' 
now going on with the conversion of 
that into br03d gauge. We have got 
these things on our anvil. 

Sir, I am afraid I am taking a little 
more time than I should. 

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: To make 
it more comprehensive. 

Shri Oasappa: My han. friends are 
naturally interested in the other ques-
tion which is agitating certain people 
of certain States, and that is the ques-
tion of having new zooes. I do not 
think I should hold the House very 
long on this point because this is a 
matter which has got to be guided en-
tirely by the operational necessities of 
thE' particular area. I have already 
rC'fl'ITed to thi~, I think, in my Budget 
Speech, stating that the Efficiency 
Bureau of the Railway Board ha~ 

been continuing its study 01 the work-
loads and the operating-cum-efficiency 
indices of the different zonal railways. 
On the ba~is of this data, if it is found 
l1('cessary that any further re-organi-
sation is necessary, we would not hesI-
tate to dO that, as we have done in 
other cases in the past, but it will be 
primarily on operational grounds and 
for reasons of efficiency and service to 
the users. 

Shri Kashi Ram GuPta: Every year 
this is being repeated. 

Shri Dasappa: I believe, if my hon. 
friend was in my positiOl1, every year 
he would be creating a new zone. 

Sir, we have already resorted to re-
organisation by way of having the 
divisional system in many of the rati-
ways. We were having it only in two 
railways, Now We have introduced 
the div1sional system in all the rail-
ways, except in two smaller railways 
Where we have still not got the divi-
sional system. 

Dr. L. M. SIDghvl (Jodhpur): In 
what way is the Railway Administra-
tion considering this question of re-
zoning. What are the criteria that they 
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have arrivcd at for re-zoning-wc 
know of operational-cum-efficiency 
and all thosc things. We want to know 
at what stage the thinking on re-
zoning is in the Railway Administra-
tion? 

Shri Dasappa: I think I told you 
that we are continuously on the j'ob 
of assessing work-loads of various 
zones. I am glad that Shri Singhvi 
has put this question. I might tell the 
House that when we have got to 
th in k of a nt'w z:me we must take not 
only what is immediately before us 
but what is heJd out before us. Wc 
have to take a perspective view of 
things. Wl' must look a Iittlc far 
ahc·a(l and assess what exactly is 'the 
kind of traftk that will offer ·itself in 
different areas. Supposing you have a 
steel plant that is coming up some-
where. What happens then? You will 
hn\'p very much more to cater to in 
that area where a steel plant comes 
up. Thf'refore, a\l these things have 
to h(' looked into. The mone"t We 
find that there is need for a new 
ZO:1£' w(' will not hesitate. There is 
no doubt that it means more money. 
For instance. roughly, for a new zone 
headquarters 3000 new hands would 
be required and the recurring cost 
of administration would be about 
Rs. 2 crores a year apart from the 
non-recurring cost. Therefore, I am 
not too anxious to jump into 'Ibis 
affair until I am thorough Iv satisfied 
that it is very necessary for the pur-
pose of improving the system. And, 
as I told you, in this matter I am 
anxious to be in as close a touch as 
possible with the representatives of 
the different areas. 

Shri Kashi Rani Gupta: What about 
the change of headquarters from 
Bombay to some other place of the 
metre gauge section of the Western 
Railway? Some hon. Member has re-
ferred to it. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Order, order. 
Shri Dauppa: Now, Sir, I would 

like to deal with certain things which 
may directly concern the users. One 
thin~ is .about the speeding up of 

j Genera! Discussion 
trains. I can assure the House that I 
am not myself satisfied with the 
rathcr slow movement of many of 
these trains. It is always easy for 
me to explain the matter. I would 
say that there is the question of buil d_ 
ing up of loops, doubline: of trackll 
and so on affecting mOV2m~at. I c~n 
give var;ou" reasons. But I \-"'lldd 
like to Say that it sha;l b£' my en'b.-
vour to see that trains are speeded up 
as much as possible. 

I am glad to find that these de luxe 
trains arc very much appreciated all 
over. We havc got four such rakes 
on the move in the Indian Railways. 
I am hoping to double this number as 
parlv as possible, because I know it 
wil( b(' very much appreciated by the 
ppople. So, instead of four we can 
have eight of them in the Indian 
Railwavs. I think this is a thing 
which my hon. friends would be happy 
to hear. 

Then there is the question of sleeper 
coaches. This is another facility WhICh 
is greatly appreciated by my friends 
all over. I entirely agree with them 
that much of 'our· passenger r(>ceipts 
are from the third dass passengers. 
I am also more than convinced that 
there is a lot of overcrowding. There-
fore, I do not think it is necessary for 
any of the h'on. Members to paint this 
picture of overcrowding in very lurid 
colours. I doubt very much if some 
of those hon. friends who do paint in 
that manner have travelled in third 
class as much as I have done. I may 
be for the moment in this office, but 
I have done a great deal of third class 
travel. 

Shrt Hart Vishnu Kamath: That was 
when there was not so much conges-
tion. 

Shri Dasappa: I have had no place 
to sit and I had to get upon the 
luggage rack. 

Dr. L, M. Slnghvi: Let that experi-
ence not be forgotten. 

Shri Dauppa: There is no difference 
of 'opinion ·or controversy .and I am 
one with them on this matter. I want 
to improve the position. There are 
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[Shri Dasappa.] 
so many ways of doing it. We could 
introduce a few more trains. We are 
attempting to do it, as stated by my 
hon. friend, Shri Shahnawaz Khan the 
other day. 1 would like, if possible, 
to introduce more of janata trains. 1 
would be going into all this. 

So far as sleeper coaches are con-
cerned, we have already ordered 145 
broad-gauge and 150 metre-gauge 
sleeper coaches. If it is possible, I 
shall increase the number of sleeper 
cOllches. But there is a limit on our 
caparity to produce sleeper coaches. 
I will certainly ask the Railway Board 
to sc.~ if they can gear up the produc-
tion r'""'~hinery so as to have more of 
sleep:.: : oache's. 

1 am glad that many Members 
have appreciated the three-tier 
coaches. Of course, some said that 
their head gets knocked sometimes. 

An Hon. Member: Not three tiers; 
two tiers. 

Shr1 OasapPa: 1 have listened to all 
the speeches and I have got the notes 
here. The moment you talk of two-
tier coaches the number of sleeper 
berths will be less. I would like my 
friends to settle the quarrel between 
themselves as to whether two tier or 
three tier is more preferable. Of 
course. if all my friends say they want 
two-tier coaches, I will go in for that. 
But when there is some preference 
shown by some people for three-tier 
coaches. I cannot ignore them. 

Dr. M. S. Aney: Do not wait for 
agreement by conflicting views. Do 
what is good. 

Shri Sham Lal Saraf: As the issue 
of tickets is restricted in the first and 
second class to the n umber of sea Is 
available. similarly the issue of tickets 
for the third cla~s should also be 
limited so as to avoid ticket less 
travel. 

Mr. Depuly-Spt'aker: Now he is on 
the subject of sleeper coaches. 

Shrl Dasappa: Dr. Aney was per-
fectly right. I may assure him and 
others thN.. it does not matter what 
difference of opinion there may be, we 

will go on our own way, doing what 
We in all conscience feel is the right 
thing to do. Nobody can deflect me 
from that course of action. Having 
given sympathetic considerati'on to !Ill 
the suggestions, I hope hon. Members 
would still like me to take my own 
decision. 

Then, some hon. Members suggested 
that there should be only one class in 
the railways, a classless railway. Here 
I may point 'out that in Russia, which 
is the most Socialist state you can 
think of, there are five classes. 

Shri Warior (Trichur): Shri Alvares 
is questioning it. 

Shri Dasappa: I will give you the 
authority and then I suppose you will 
be satisfied. Otherwise, I haVe no 
objection if he makes a trip to Russia 
and 51 udies it himself. 

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: Will you 
send him? 

Shri Oasappa: Even here what is 
the present position? Our present 
first class is not the original first class 
but second class; similarly. our present 
second class is the original Inter class. 
There is only change in name. 

Dr. M. S. Aney: All forgery classes. 

Shri Kishen Pattnayak (Sambal-
pur): What about the air-conditioned 
class? 

Shri Dasappa: We have introduced 
it because there is demand. Apart 
from being a utility concern, we are 
a commercial concern also. So, we 
have to play a dual role. If people 
want air-conditioned coaches and are 
prepared to pay for them. we shaIl in-
troduce them. Here I will ask one 
question. Do we not want tourists in 
this country? Or do We want to shut 
the door against all tourists? If we 
want tourists in India, we cannot do 
Ilway with air-conditioned coaches. 

As I said, we are making every 
effort to improve third class. Now 
We haVe got better bathrooms, fans, 
mirrors and other facilities. 

Shrl Kashl Ram Gupta: What about 
the five classes in Russia? 
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Shri DasapP3: I will give you the 
authority. 

Another matter which has caused 
me a l'ot of anxiety and distress is 
ticketless travel and alarm chain pul-
ling. 

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: Which 
railway is the worst? 

Shri Da..~appa: I do not think 
should expOse anv railway. The un-
fortunate thing is, we restored the 
blanked alarm chain in the hope that 
it will be used very judiciously and 
that too only when there is a nece'-
sity. But the moment We rpsotored 
the alarm chains ticketless travel in-
creased enormously. 1 am sorry. I 
have not got the figures with me. 
Here we have to remember that the 
railways are the wealth of the nation 
and no politics should be introduced 
l'1tO it. By trying to eliminate ticket-
less travel we would be rendering 
some service to the nati·on. So I 
want my friends to co-operate with 
me in this matter. What are the sug-
gestions that my han. friends could 
offer me in order to eliminate this 
malady of ticketless travel? In 
fact it is hert that all the construc-
tive suggesti'ons of my hon. friends 
should find free play. If ho~. Mem-
bers could help me in eliminating 
ticketless travel I shall ever be grate-
ful to them. This is a matter which 
depends more upon the atmosphere 
or climate of the area. No doubt, an 
improvement in the educational sys-
tem will have its own effect. Now if 
there is ticketless tr'lVel and if a 
railway employee questions such a 
person, he is manhandled. In the 
normal course, the other passengers 
should go and assist the railway em-
ployee. But, unfortunately what 
usually happens is that tht public 
rush to the aid of the rowdy elements 
which manhandle the railway em-
ployees. 

Shri P. R. Patel: Perhaps. the rail-
ways are not helping these people .... 

Sbri Dasappa: Because he tries to 
do the public duty of going and 
collecting the fare whereas the man 
wants to travel without paying the 

fare. That is the kind of thing which 
I would beg of the h'on. Members 
here to help me in E'liminating. In 
no case should we show any sympath,' 
with people who travel without tir-
kets. It should be deemed to be an 
indecent thing and social evil if any-
body were to travel without paying 
the necessary fare. 

There are many other things which 
II would like to refer to. I am sure. 
mv han. friends would like me to say 
,.: word on the question of labour rela-
tions, but I will take s'ome other 
occasion to do 50. They wanted the 
negotiating machinery at the Centre 
to give them a regular, Rtanding tribu-
nal but we do not give in to that 
because that might mean encourage-
ment for referring a hundred things 
to this tribunal. We haVe always 
been ready. and sympathetic t'o refer 
any important matter to an ad hoc 
tribunal, like, the Shankar Saran 
Tribunal. We have accepted his 
recommendations in toto. So, what I 
would like my hon. friends now to 
think of is this. Let us all feel that 
the cause is 'One and the same, the 
objectives are the same; so. let u~ 

bend a 11 our energies to the task of 
putting forth our best, whatever the 
position may be, and see that we im-
prove the efficiency of this great 
national undertaking, the Indian Rail-
ways. 

Before I conclude .... 
Shrl Barl Vishnu Kamatb: You 

have not referred to corruption in 
the Railways. 

Shrl Dasappa: You know, there is 
the VigilancE' Department. Nobody 
will say that he would like to coun
tenance corruption in any· form Cor-
ruption takes a variety of forms. It 
is not merely money but nepoti,m 
and various other things, like, not 
meeting out punishment where it is 
justly due, not h'olding a proper in-
quiry and all these things. I am hop-
ing to give some better account of the 
work of the Indian Railways so far as 
corruption is concerned and, I hope, 
next time they would n'Ot be able to 
say so much. 
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Shri Kishen Pattnayak: What a'bout 
dearness allowance? 

Shri Dasappa: I am glad he put 
that question. They second Pay Com-
mission had said that if the cost of 
living index went up 10 points 
beyond 115 and remained there 
for 12 months, for one whole year, 
that has got to be made up. I think, 
Shri Peter Alvares said that it must 
be cent per cent. neutralisation. The 
Pay Commission did not say that. So, 
when it went up from 115 to 125, we 
did give this benefit. I believe from 
November 1960 to October 1961 when 
it stood at 125. they have been given 
this neutralisation ~nd there has been 
a rise in dearness allowance; I think, 
neutralisation went up to as far as 75 
per cent. and that is the thing which 
you must kindly welcome because it 
could not be better than that. Be-
yond 125 to 135 we have not yet had 
a full twelve-month period; even so, 
we have done something by wav of 
giving Rs. 2, Rs. 5. and Rs. 10 a~ ad 
interim relief, 

Shri Nambiar: Thl\t was for the 
increase up to 125 and not beyond 
125, which is yet to be covered. 

Shri Dasappa: I said, from 115 to 
125 it was there from November 1960, 
if my memory proves correct, to 
October 1961; s'o, that was given. 
The neutralisation then was up to 75 
per cent. But the Pay Commission did 
not say that it must be hundred per 
cent. neutralisation as my hon, friend, 
Shri Peter Alvares, said. Further 
than that, up to 135, we want to wait 
for another 12 months. Anyway, that 
is a general thing and not merely 
e'Oncerning the Railways. I go with 
the rest of the Central Government 
employees. I can assure you that so 
far as I am concerned when the time 
for neutralisation comes whatever 
formula is to be applied Railways 
will not lag behind at all. 

Dr, L. l\f, Slnghvl: ~ubstantial 

neutralisation of rising prices can ue 
d'one only if some commodity benefits 
can be conferred on the Railway em-
ployees, for example, cheap grain 
shops and things like that, so that 

I General Discussion 
they do not have to corne up again 
and again to you for neutralisation, 

Shri Dasappa: I think, my hon, 
friends will have ample opportuni-
ties to talk even abClut this demand 
and so on, 

I want to say two things before I 
conclude. A number of friends have 
made a number of suggestions. Many 
of them are w'orthy of our considera-
tion and examination. We have 
noted all of them and I have 
an idea of informing everyone of the 
hon. Members who have spoken about 
the points which I have not covered 
as to what action it is possible for US 
to take on the particular suggestion.,; 
whether they are acceptable 'or not is 
a thing which we will indicate. So. 
let not han. friends who find that we 
are unable to accept the suggestiom 
feel aggrieved because we have not 
found it possible for us to accept them 
if, after the closest examination and 
the m'ost serious thought it has not 
been found practicable or feasible, or 
there h3ve not been enough resources 
for the purpose. 

Shri Nambiar: What about th~ 

bonus proposal? It is very important. 

Shri Dasappa: All that can be 
taken up later 'on. 

There is one other thing on which, 
I think, you will permit me to say 
a few words. Certain hon, friends 
have let fall from their lips certain 
words which I wish they had omitted. 
They have characterised-some oj 
them-the Railway Board with which 
Ii am intimately asS'ociated and whose 
working ] have had the opportunity 
to see at clos~ quarters as Grand 
Moghuls and so on. I do not want to 
say t!he other words which they have 
used and which they shOUld n'ot have 
used. I' am sure, in calmer moments 
they will themselves think that they 
have done wrong to the members of 
the Board for having used those 
words, I do not want them again to 
go into the record here, 

Shri Hari Vishnu Kunath: Grand 
Moghul is not a term of abuse. 



6223 Railway Budget PHALGUNA 7, 1885 (SAKA) 
Generab Discussion 

Demands faT 2624 
Grants (Railways) 

Shri Dasappa: No, it is not; but 
were they paying a compliment to 
me as the Minister of Railways, for 
the moment entrusted with this job, 
when they said that I am heading a 
set of Grand Moghuls .... 

Shrl Warior: That is not the fault 
·of the Minister. 

Shri Dasappa: .... and I am not 
able to manage the Ministry in the 
manner in which the House would 
like me to handle the Ministry and 
the Board? 

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: It is 
only des('riptive, not abusive. 

Shri Dasappa: It is not abusive. 
am glad, he at le9.st tries to mollify 
the effect of it. But I will say thi'. 
So far as the Board are concerned, I 
have had a pretty long experience to 
deal with bureaucrats and officials and 
I do not find the Railway Board mem-
bers anything so vitally different 
from the rest of the people with 
whom I have had the privilege to 
work in a different State, of course. 
I think, they are doing a mighty good 
job. Every letter that goes out from 
an MP receives the closest attentIOn. 
1 have not seen another Ministry 
where so much of attenti'on is paid to 
every letter that has been sent by an 
MP. 

Shri Bari Vishnu Kamath: What 
.about non-MPs? 

Shri Dasappa: Shri Kamath cannot 
say that I can be different in one 
thing from another. That is not 
possible. 

Shri Bari Vish.u Kamath: I did 
not mean thal. On a point of infor-
mati'on I asked. 

Shri Dasappa: am glad, Shri 
Kamath also appredates this fact. 
want to make it amply clear here' 
and I want it to go on record that 
so far as the Railway Board and the 
rest of the Ministry are concerned, 
they are doing a very hard job and 
they are no: of the wooden or ortho-
dox type. You will see that every 
new improvement th ... t is required is 
'being made, whether it be by way of 
integral coaches, or locomotives, 

either steam or electric, or diesel 
engines, the Railways or signalling and 
so on; we are taking the quickest 
action, and trying to make as modern 
as possible. 

I am very thankful to han. Mem-
bers for having supported this bud-
get. As I said earlier, we shall all 
t>ry to do our best to see that the 
Indian Railways will give even a better 
account next year than what they haVe 
done so far. 

DEMANDS FOR GRANTS-RAIL-
WAYS 1964-65 

Mr. Deputy.Speaker: The House 
will now take up discussion and vot-
ing on the Demands for Grants III 
respect of the Budget (Railways) 
for 1964-65. 

25 hours have been allotted for the 
general discussion and the Demands 
for Grants. About 16~ huurs have 
already been taken on the general 
discussion, and so, about 8t hours 
remain for the Demands. 

Shrl Bari Vishnu Kamath (Hos-
hangabad): 10 hours were allotted 
separately for the Demands for 
Grants. So, it cannot spill over. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: The total time 
allotted is 25 hours. We have already 
taken 16t hours and we are now 
left with 8t hours. We should stid: 
to this schedule; otherwise, the entire 
time-schedule will be upset. 

Shri Sonavane (Pandharpur): De-
mands for Grants constitute a sepa-
rate item. 

Shri Sezhiyan: 10 hours were allot-
ted separately for the Demands. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: 25 hours' were 
the time aBotted for the entire Rail-
way Budget. 

Shri Kashi Ram Gupta (Alwar); 
15 hours for the general discussion 
and 10 hours for the Demands for 
Grants. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: We shall go 
by the decision of the Business Ad·-
visory Committee. 
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Sbri Namblar (Tiruchirapalli): It 
was also made clear in the Business 
Advisory Committee that we shall 
have 15 hours for the general discus-
sion and 10 hours for the Demands for 
Grants. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: We have al-
ready taken 16~ hours. If we do not 
stick to the time-schedule, we may not. 
be able to get through the budget dis-
cussion in time. 

Shri Nambiar: What transpired in 
the Business Advisory Committee was 
this. 15 hours were allotted for the 
general discussion and 10 hours for the 
Demands for Grants; then it was said 
if there was a little more stretching 
required, th3t could be done, but there 
was no suggestion to reduce the time 
allotted for the Demands to some-
thing less than 10 hours. That was the 
understanding reached. All of us 
were there. 

Sbri Hari Visbnu Kamath: On a 
point of order. The note received for 
this afternoon's meeting of the Busi-
ness Advisory Committee. from the 
Department of Parliamentary Affairs 
also makes it clear. For Wednesday, 
we find that ....... . 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: That i~ for 
today's business. 

Shrl Harl Vishnu Kamath: The Gov-
ernment's note itself says that thE' 
speech Of the han. Minister was 
scheduled to go on up to 2 p.m.; apart 
from that, 10 hours are allotted for 
the Demands for Grants. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: I do not know. 
I was not present at the Business Ad-
visory Committee. We shall proceed 
with the discussion now. and we shall 
leave it to the Speaker. 

We shall take up Demana No. 1 
first. Shall we have 51. hours for 
Demand No.1! 

Shri Namblar: No; till the eOO of 
today. we shall have the discussion on 
Demand No. I relating to the Railway 
Board. And the han. Minister may 
reply tomorrow morning. and then we 

(Railways) 
may have some cut motions for voting. 
After that the rest of the Demands 
may be taken up together. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: That is. till 
the end or today's sitting. we shall 
have the discussion on Demand 
No. 1. Han. Members who have cut 
motions to this Demand may move 
them now. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Motion moved: 
Demand No. I-RAILWAY BOARD 

"That a sum not exceedine Rs. 
1,09.50,000 be granted to the President 
to defray the charges which will come 
in ('ourse Of payment during the year 
ending the 31st day of March, 1965 in 
respect of 'Railway Board· ... 

Dr. Ranen Sen (Calcutta East): I 
beg to move: 

That the demand under the head 
Railway Board be reduced to Re. 1. 

[Top heavy administration in 
Railway Board (1)]. 

Shri Bade (Khargone): beg 
move: 

That the demand under the head 
Railway Board be reduced by 
Rs. 2,40,000. 

[Need to abolish the Direc-
torate of Vigilance(3»). 

to 

Shri Dlnen Bhattacharya (Seram-
pore: I beg to move: 

That the demand under the 
head Railway Board be reduced 
by Rs. 100. 

[Need to (i) build over-bridges 
connecting Kasba and Bally-
gunge areas and Tiljala and 
Boudel Road in Calcutta and at 
Serampore, Sheoraphuli and 
Baidyabati leve.1 crossings on 
G.T. Road, Iii) extend the over-
bridge at Dum-Dum Canton-
ment station to connect plat-
fonn No.3 with platform Nos. 1 
and 2 with an exist outside the 
station and construct an oveT-
bridge' at Dum-Dum Junction 
statiOn leading from southern 
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side with a staircase exist down 
from embankment, (iii) provide 
a level-crossing or an over-
bridge between girls college and 
tlhe boys school at New 
Barrackpore Halt station, (iv) 
broaden the subway at Konn:&-
gar, (v) construct sheds on 
Belur, Hind Motor Halt, 
Begumpur, Haripal and Bala-
rambati stations in Howrah 
Division, (vi) introduce a fast 
train on B.A.K. Loop of Eastern 
Railway, (vii) improve and 
speed up the electric suburban 
railway on Eastern Railway, 
(viii) introdu<:e more sleeper 
and reserved coaches in long 
distance trains between 
Howrah, Delhi Madras, Cochin. 
Mangalore, ' Bombay and 
Pathankot, (iX) introduce a 
daily Janata Express namcd 
Kerala-Bombay Janata Express 
to satisfy thc traffic needs, (x) 
provide through third class-
sleeper coaches from Delhi to 
Cochin and Delhi-Mangalorf', 
(xi) provide more trains between 
Cali cut and Mangalore especial-
ly during night, (xii) provide an 
additional Express train bet-
ween Mangalore and Erna-
kulam, (xi!ii) provide more 
third class sleeping a<:commo-
dation for long distan<:e passen-
gers at TelIicherry station, 
(xiv) absorb the staff of Rail-
way Electrification Department, 
(xv) grant dearness allowance 
according to the rising cost of 
living, (xvi) upgrade the posts 
of Foremen grade 'C. to Fore-
men grade 'B' in South Eastern 
Railway Workshops. Kharagpur, 
(xvii) reinstate ail employee~ 
whose services have been tE'rmi-
nated under rules 148 and 149 of 
the State Railway Es-
tablishment Code arising out 
of the Supreme Court Judg-
ment of 5th Dc<:ember 1963, 
(xviii) discontinue the practice 
of transferring class IV em-
ployees to far-off places, (xix) 
grant niglht duty allowance to 

(Railways) 

all employees performing night 
duty, (xx) implement the 
award Of Shankar Saran Tri-
bunal by upgrading the artisans 
in workshops, (xxi) condone the 
break in service of certain work-
men of Golden Rock Work-
shop and Tirunelveli (Southern 
Railway) for alleged stay on 
strike, (xxii) stop suburban 
trains at Mandalpara between 
Kankinara and Shy am nagar on 
Eastern Railway, (xxiii) provide 
a second station for Baranagar 
people on Eastern Rail-
way on the direct Barrackpore 
route, (xxiv) create a new zone 
out of Southern Railway and 
Central Railway for efficient 
transport, (xxv) continue repairs 
to railway quarters and colony 
roads even during emergency, 
(xxvi) reduce the rent of rail-
way quarters (xxvii) retain the 
loco-shed at Calicut, (xxviii) 
permit carrying of mango COll-
signments by Cochin and 
Mangalore Expresses (Southern 
Railway) for qui·ck transit, 
(xxix) evolve a formula to 
grant recognition to trade 
unions on principle of member-
ship strength, (XXX) grant re-
cognition to the Dakslhin Rail-
way Employees Union and the 
Chittaranjan Railwaymen's 
Union, (xxxi) absorb the casual 
labour after six months of 
service, • (xxxii) grant house 
building advances to all em-
ployees including Class III and 
class IV, (xxxiii) grant at least 
a month's emoluments as bonus 
per yea·r to all Railwaymen, 
(xlCXiv) evolve a coordinated 
transport policy not In line with 
the World Bank agency's pur-
pose of limiting only low-rated 
freight to Railways, (lCXXV) 
refuse the World Bank Agency's 
proposal of a pattern for haul-
age of coal to short distances, 
and (lCXXVi) retrenchment of 
existing staff and recruitment of 
new staff in Railway Electri-
fication Department, (xxxvii) 
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[Shri Dinen Bhattacharya] 
non-payment of full dues to 
retired employees even after 
several years of their retire·· 
ment, (xxxviii) failure in 
strengthening and assisting the 
Committee on Transport Policy 
and Coordination under the 
chairmansihip of Shri K. C. 
Neogy. (4)J. 

Shri Bade: I beg to move: 
Tha t the demand under the 

head Railway Board be reduced 
by Rs. 100 

[N eed for one fast train bet-
ween Bhopal and Ratlam(6)]. 

Shri Sivamurthi Swami (Koppal): 
'beg to move: 

That the demand under the 
head Railway Board be reduced 
by Rs. 100. 

[Failure to introduce new 
railway lines and new trains in 
the developed areas particularly 
in Tungabhadra project area in 
Mysore State, and (ii) ineffi-
ciency in goods transport 
especially in mining areas. (7) l. 

fir. ~~~ ;;ryi ~flli 'To ;f. Waif, l1flf 

;ir "{rm 'IR I 'To"{ "."f' l/'l'!I'T ~ <ir ;;r[lf I 

[( ~) ~~ 'Iili'ifrftit ~ ~i'f;r ~T 
ifqr'To.~dl~f~aT. (~) ~;:rr 
~ ~lfT;;r;r,,q if~llii ;iT 111rlfiJT ~<::i;r 

rn if ~, ~R (~) f<I'IT 
f'r."{riJ i'-!I'm ~<f ~Ilfif «,;r.,-fr 
f;rl.f~i 'To. q;rfrerar 'r."{~ ~ W1q;~ifT I 
(c;)] -
Qr ..... M. Singhvi (Jodhpur): I beg 

"to move: 

That the demand under the 
head Railway Board be' reduced 
to Re. L 

[(j) Ambiguity, equivocation 
and uncertainty in the matter 

Of reorganisation of Zones, and 
(ii) failure to undertake chanl-
ing of metre gaui(e to bread 
gauge on an extensive scale 
(9) ]. 

Shri Narasimha Reddy (Rajampet): 
I beg to move: 

That the demand under the 
head Railway Board be reduced 
by Rs. 100. 

~: 

[Failure to (i) provide proper 
ameni ties for the third class 
passengers, and (ii) provide pro-
per food in the dining cars and 
absence of dining cares in G.T. 
Express from Madras to Delhi 
and from Gantakal to 
Sccunderabad. (1 0)]. 

f'li' ~<'fCf ;;fri ~ "'To ;f. ~..crtfcr 11ilr 
'ti't "{rf~ ~ 0 0 ~~ ifilf 1ffr ;;rTlf I 

[( ~) ~~~ if; <iT;;rif~'fT fifmlf 
~ m"l'li' ~~>it ~ "I~"l "{~;f 'Ii') 
!lfmlf'li'ffi, (.) wr..:fT!f;;r;;.r. f~lfTlfCl' 
~iJO'{', (~) m if 1IT"{im <fTrmii 
'ti'r ~q.m, ('l!') ~~Prr if ;rf ~ri 
<1 ~i'T >ir ~<:rr, (~) t~~ ~ 
lim ~'(a'fT ~ <r.[ !lfT~lfcrr, 
(T,) t~~ if ,"~?:i"if,"{ m~~, !If,if-

~ ~ {\9} ;:ri;rfr ri ~ ~zii 
~ r'f<f m"l~ !I'~r ~fcr'fTq: ~~~"l 
rn If) !!fT~T I '( ~~) ] 

Shri Harl Vishnn Kamath (Hos-
hangabad): I meg to move: 

That the demand under the 
head Railway Board be reduce.d 
by Rs. 100. 

[(i) Need to grant dearness 
allowance according to the hilh 
cost of living, (ii) need to re-
instate in service all those who 
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we"e victimised after the strike 
of Central Government em-
ployees in July. 1960, and (iii) 
elimination of monopoly in the 
matter of Book stalls at rail-
way stations. (13»). 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: These cut 
motions are now before the House. 

Dr. Ranen Sen: I want to say a few 
words in connection with certain 
things. I do not know whether I shall 
get an opportunity to speak afterwards 
on the other cut motions, and, there .. 
fore, I shall deal with the important 
points right now. 

Yesterday, the hon. Deputy Miruster 
of Railways, Shl'i S. V. Ramaswamy, 
was talking about the catering 
arrangements. Probably, he does not 
know the horri,ble state of affairs in 
respect of the eatering arrangements 
in the railways. This point was raised 
by many hon. Members in this House 
during the railway budget discllssion 
last year also. and then also it was 
promised by the hon. Minister that the 
affairs would be looked into and things 
improved. 

But I am sorry to say that during 
the last one year, the catering arrange-
ments in the railways as a whole have 
deteriorated so much that there is a 
general tendency among the public to 
carry food with them and to avoid 
the dining cars and th~ food available 
at the stations. Not only have the 
prices of the items sold by the Cater-
ing Department increased, but the 
quality also has de~eri()rated. Of 
course. I can understand if the prices 
have risen because the prices of other 
things also are going up, and, there-
fore, I do not hold the Ministry res-
ponsible for that. But while the prices 
are rising. I do not know why the 
quality should deteriorate and why 
the passengers should be kept in a 
difficult position in respect of food, 
particularly passengers who are tra-
velling long distances. I want to pin-
point this parti-cular thing in order 
that the Ministry may tRke serious 
steps in this regard. 

I 
Secondly, in connection with the em-

ployees of the dining car, I was sur-
prised to know very recently that they 
were not regular employees of the 
railways. The Catering Department 
is a regular Department Of the rail-
ways, but the employees working in 
this department, such as the waiters 
and cooks etc. are not regular em-
ployees of the railways, but they work 
on the commission system. The com-
mission system work~ out like this 
They get two annas per rupee on what 
they sell. It comes to nearly Rs. 90 
a month including tips from passen-
gers. During the summer days when 
the traffic is less, the amount is less. 
I may also point out that for a cup of 
tea thaI. they take in the dining car, 
they have to pay the necessary 
amount; and similarly for the food 
that they take, one rupee is deducted 
every day. I was surprised to know 
all these things in detail a few months 
back. There was a regular complaint 
bv these waiters in this regard. So. 
ii we want to eradicate corruption on 
the railways, particularly in the Cater-
ing Department and in the dining car, 
it is high time that the authorities 
should look into this matter and do 
something to make the waiters etc. 
regular employees Of the Catering 
Department. 

Further, during the wihter day~, in 
the Northern Railway particularly, 
and also part of the Western Railway, 
where there is extreme cold-for ex-
ample this year the temperature 
went 'down belo~ freezing point ill 
Delhi-these people who were working 
had no winter clothes at all. At least 
from the humanitarian point of view, 
I would request the Ministry to give 
them some winter clothing so as to 
protect. them from the biting cold that 
is found in the northern parts of India 
If the winter clothes are suppli'?d once 
in two years, that would suffice_ 

The third point whieh want to 
raise is in connection with electri~ 

traction in the Sealdah division. Elec-
tric traction was introduced there 
after a long delay. This is probably 
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[Dr. Ranen Sen] 
one of the most crowded divisIons in 
India. At least that is my impression. 
I am not quite sure of that, but that 
is my impression. The electric train 
system which is running today in tile 
Sealdah division is really scandalous. 
Onlv H or 10 EMU units start from 
Seaidah and then come baek. This 
was the position in tbe Ranaghat sec-
tion about fifteen days back. In the 
Bongaon section, I am told that. only 
four or five trains are rnnning. 

The Deputy Minister in the Ministry 
of Railways (Shri Shahnawaz Khan): 
We are increasing the number. 

Dr. Kanen Sen: I know that the 
Railway Administration is increasing 
the number, but considering the tre-
mendous volume of the crowd in 
Sealdah. it is high time that the rail-
way authorities take serious steps to 
increase the number of electric 
trains. I might also point out 
that the number of suburban elec-
tric trains that run in the Bombay 
Central and VT sections is much 
higher than the number of paEsenger 
trains in Howrah and Sealdah divi-
sions which are more crowded than 
the former. As a consequence, a 
large number of accidents take place 
in the Sealdah division, particularly 
in suburban sector. Considering all 
these points, the railway administra-
tion should take early steps to in-
crease the number of trains as early 
as possible. 

14.00 hrl. 

The last point concerns my consti-
tuency. It is a very important point. 
It is about ihe construction of an over-
bridge connectin& Kasba with Bally-
gunj. Last year, I got a letter from 
the Railway Board or from the then 
Minister, Shri SwaTan Singh, that the 
matter was beinJi! discussed between 
the Railway Ministry and the Calcutta 
Improvement Trust of the State Gov-
ernment. This is being discussed for 
the last Ii years but nothing tangible 

has taken place. So I had written to 
Shri Swaran SinJi!h to expedite it. I 
was told that there was a hitch some-
WhHc between the Railway Ministry, 
the State Government or the Calcutta 
Improvement Trust. 

But this is a very important point 
connecting two important areas of 
Calcutta. During most of the time in 
the day, the level crossings are closed 
to vehicular traffic to riJake room for 
the railways to pass. There are peo-
ple coming from the Kasba area to 
Ballygunj, Calcutta proper. But be-
cause of this. so many mishaps have 
taken plact'. Therefore, I request that 
this matter be at ended to very 
quickly, this part of the construction 
work done and whatever bottleneck 
is there n'moved as early as pO~5ible. 

Shri S. N. Chaturvedi (Firozabad): 
The Railways have been able to cope 
with the increasing demands of a 
developing economy and this is a mat-
ter for satisfaction. But a good deal 
remains to· be done in regard to effici-
ency and quality of service. The 
standard of cleanliness has deteriorat-
ed, and lavatories partir.ularly. both 
in trains and at stations, are unclean, 
and stink. The same thing applies to 
maintenance and repairs. Some ot 
the first class compartments have 
descended to the levd of old inter 
class compartments. Fans and lights 
have now been provided even in third 
class compartments. But I do not 
know wherefrom the batteries are 
imported. It is a very common ex-
perience that even in the summer 
months the fans barely move but do 
not eive any breeze. It is almost 
impossible to read even in first class 
compartment. during night time with-
out straining one's eyes. 

Amenities Pt'ovided in third class 
compartments have certainly made 
travelling easy, but all this is nullified 
by the heavy overcrowdini, which has 
been ./ commented upon by almost 
every Member who spoke. Level 
crossings have frequently figured in 
the discussions either in connection 
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with the larie number of accidents on 
unmanned level crossinis or in con-
ne;:tion with traffic hold-u,ps in the 
neighbouring towns or cities. The 
railways have taken up the position 
that it is not possible for them to man 
every level crossing. That is under-
standable. But I think some system 
could be devised in this modern age 
of science whereby some sort of auto-
matic signalling contriva'lce could be 
installed to indicate whE'ther a train 
is coming or not. 

As regards traffic hold-ups, the 
railways have taken the stand that 
the local bodies should make the 
matching contribution for construction 
of overbl'idges Or under-ways. I do 
not know how far this is equitable. 
These thoroughfares existed before 
the railway~ came upon the s('ene, 
and it is because of the railways that 
traffic is being obstructed. Secondly. 
thev are a commercial enterprise. 
Th~ir earnings are larl(c which the 
fe-sources of local bodies arc not ade-
quate to mecl thi, df'mand. Even so, 
H something has to be contributed by 
them. it should be in the ratio of 25 to 
75. in no casp more. It should be 
possible in this manner to remove 
this cause of complaint at many 
places. where virtually the roads are 
elosed for a quite a lonl( time. the 
traffic cannot flow smoothly and 
easily. This complaint is not only 
because of long detentions but leads 
to malpractices. Near rural areas, I 
have myself expcrienced detensions of 
two hours and more when shunting 
was going on. I have also mentioned 
fhi" in the consultative committee, 
but I do not think thin~s hav~ improv-
ed very much. 

This also becomes a source of cor-
ruption. Complaints have been made 
that money has been realised from 
gadiwallas at ni~ht quitE' often. This 
matter needs constant vigilance. 

T should like to put in a word for 
the restoration of a railway line which 
was di-;;mantled sometime in 1938 in 
my constituency. It was the Agra-
Bah line, a stretch of about 50 miles 

I 
or so. As a matter of fact, the initial 
conception of the project was too 
narrow because the line was not con-
necl.t:d with either Jaswantnagar or 
Etawah on main line. That was one 
of the hand:caps. EVen as it was, 
there were many shortcomings. Vir-
tually condemned stock and material 
was used there. There were no 
signalling arrangements on all the 
intermediate stations Quite a few 
were merely halts. The result was 
that it took about 4 hours to cover the 
50 mile distance which by bus would 
take only aboul two hours. No bal-
la'st was laid on the track, and the 
train raised so much dust that pas-
sengers had to gasp for breath. 
Finally, when they came out, they 
had all a vcry ghostly appearance. 
The goods traffic, for want of sidings, 
was not properly exploited. Tickets 
were sold in the train, with the result 
that the major part of the income 
went into the pockets of the staff. 
Naturally, for no fault of the people 
of that area, but on account of the 
mi~management. and mishandling of 
this line, the income was very poor. 
As a result the line was di'lmantled. 
Thi~ has done a double di~service to 
us. Not only the facility which exist-
ed was withdrawn. but it also gave 
the arpa a bad name. which has barred 
future consideration of the matter. 
Whenever we have raised it in repre-
sentation'S from the pubHc and other-
wise, thp usual rePly has b~en that it 
proved unprofitnblc. Nobody has 
cared to gO into the reas;)n~ whv thi~ 
venture failed. So. T would ear~estly 
r('Qllest the hon. Ministpr to klDdly 
look into this matter. This is an 
arE'a which has gained notoriety for 
dacoity and ganl(storism. and good 
('ommunications are an llrl(pnt need 
even for thp mobilisation of the 
police force. In that c(lntext, too. it 
is very necessary that this line be 
restoTE,d. It will also helD in th'! 
e('onomic developmr.nt of ~ h:ntrorland 
of about 3.000 square miles or more. 
which is now lying backward and 
und-eveloped. J therefore plead for 
the restoration of this linr which was 
dismantled not because there wa! 
insufficient pass£'nger or goods trafflc. 
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but because the railways themselvf>s 
accorded it a most stepmothelly treat-
ment. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Shri Bade. 

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: On a 
point of order. Before my hon. frienJ 
Shri Bade speaks, I wi-;:h to ~ay it is 
rather sad that when t!1t'5e important 
Demands are being disct'ssed, there is 
profound emptiness on the benches 
opposite, nnd I would request that the 
quorum bell be nmg. Then' is IIQ 
quorum. 

An IIOD. l\1t'mber: It is empty on 
your side also. 

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: It i, 
proportionately bcttl'r 0:1 my s'de. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Do you cha,· 
lenge quorum? 

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: Yes, of 
course. 

Shri S. N. Chaturvedi: Do not mar 
thc profundity <,r the f'mptin<'ss. 

Shri Shahnawaz Khan: I thought 
there was an understandin~ that 
during the lunch hour Quorum would 
no be insisted upon 

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: That 
convention ha', been smashed. We 
smashed it in the last sf'~sion, which 
ended on that note. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: The quorum 
bell is being rung. 

An Hon. Member: Nobody is com. 
ing. 

Shrl Harl Vishnu Kamatb: Then we 
will have to adjourn. 

Mr. DeputY-Speaker: If there is no 
quoruM. I wiII adjourn the House. 
Now there is quorum, Shri Bade. 

11ft., (~) :~~ 
~, ~ott~ilimif~ 

(Railways) 

~~~~f~~'R'~ 
tf~ iii <I§a' ~ ~, ~ f;;m: 
~ tf~ ott ~ ;;ftlr f.~ ~ ~ I 

~r ~ 1frnI' ~ ~1I.f tf~ ~f 'Ilf 
?;tar flfiQi ~ ~ I ~ il:m ~ ircrr 
~ fit; I!'f;lf ~ W <nr~<r ;f~~ 

~~'I 

~ ~ it ~ lfF:T lffror;;r 
Ti'RT1f ol ~~qr 9;l'lT 9;f;iflr;: 1IT'fr t 
9fo/l' <ff:i' q;: J rm ;r;i'f ~ I 'J'OfPH"f 

it ~ 'r ~ n:r. ~ "fN'l ffzrr;: 
ll:'i ~ m ~ ~f;r;:rrr i't m 
~~ <ii ;;> 9,00 0 ~'lir f;:if I ~f'Vf ~ 

f~ ~ ~rit "flTT ofr ~~ 'MIT !pIT flf. ¥, f'f."fiifr<:T ~ ;nnit t:; '-. flf."f:l1r<:T 
If.T f"f'TT7n' ~ '1SIlT, 'fliffir. m 
;m;R it ;;rr 7f,f t ~'\. ~r 'f<l> ~ 
~ it '3lT Tirf ~. I :;flIT If.f 1fiflT i't 
;'1 'r. fn'l~.f it~, m'l1'; ~rt, ~ '1" 

~<rt~l'J'T1;W"l'il'[Ti't~~ 

if; ~ ~ .. ~ f'fo'llT, m'Vf m 
«Ii 9;l'lT m ~ i't -m <'fT'f. ~;f 

~;fitf~ IIfi~T'r~;:ror.~ 

~ t; ~ *'1 If.T :;i'r f.r.rrzrr f.;p:rr ;;rm ?:, 
-m 'liT 1f:'T"I'T if ,)~ ¥f'fJi ~ flf.7TllT 
ilr;ft ~ I ~11 fi:rn: ~i$ ~it 'r ~ 
;;ftrr ~ ~ W ~ 'f.P"!T ~':iT <iT 
~ ~i'!T ~ I <WiT '1'T ~ lfil1;<mr<r 
~i't If.T <m:'IT ~ ~ f~ <WiT 'R ~ 
~ <I§a' if;aT ~ m ~ 'R ~ 
~f <I§a' ~ ~ I 

~ ~ 'Ifm<;r ;;fi lfT$f ;;rTif\' ~, 

~ mf 11>1 t; ~ 'if<'l'<if ~ I iti<i<'\' t ~ ifF;\' i 

;;rR' iii fi:rn:-~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
~~ ~f~ ~ ~~ ~ 
~ ~ w. ~ ~ mc\'~ ~ifr ~ 
wottif'T"l'Tif~if~~~ 
m :;m: ~ if :;rr m ~ I W f;;tt 
w ;tt ~ ~ ifrITltT ;;rr;rr ~ I 
W 'TTt" iii aro WfT m"Ri ~ ftoN 
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;;rr;f ~ ~ if:or.r ~ ;;mrr ~ ~ ~ 
~f'fo~~ 'tir~ if m'i.l'2:~ 
~~~ I ~T~mlf<i~)~T 
;;mfT ~~ ¥ if; ~~~if;~~~ 
fit;it ~ ~ I ~ ~~ if@'~, 
~~~q<:~~~m~ 
~ onr m'1T<"'r '1~.".:.r ~ I ~ omff "if.i 
l#tf ~'1T '1QT ~ I Cff,T q<: 'tiT~ ~ 
~ fi<:rr ~ m7 mf~ <r.T I. '1ft &!~l!l"T 
~T ;rgT ~ I 

~ ~ <T~ if m ~ f~ f~T, 
~, GfHIi qT<: 1;!T':3"l!l" ~f~ if 
~ 'tiT '5<If<iIT err ~T ~ I ~f'f> ~ 
UStlT if; ~T1f ~ ~ lli1T ~ ~, 
wf<1'~ 73"01 * ~ '1ft s;IT<i1J" err ~T ~ I 
it iiTiiAT ~'iT ~ for, 11~ m it ~<rr 
iJ ~~ 9'fi 'J;flTT (for, 1.f.~ ~ ;;m:;r if@' a I ~ 'T7 ~) ID ifR 9'fi 'iffi"t qR 'tiff 
"I"T ~ ;;m:;r ~T ~ I ~ iff;lf sr~ 
if ~T f~%Jfef ~ I ~ ~T m<i ~ 
"QImrT ~ ~T ~ I ~ ~ 
o;ft ~'fq.:f <:Tif m ~T m f~ ~ I 
q;r ~T ~1fT ~ ~ <rif ~ I 1!~ 
Jfr.!:if if@ f~ 73";rif; mJf.r ~ <Jm-
iJ "I"T iftlf sriM" if ~~i'\ir f~ lfT 
~I 

'fEr FT ~~iI<i ~f<:lfT ~, ~t ;rT 
<iTl!I qrf~T ~ ~ I if ~ iJ ~;rr 
~ ~ fifo" lflfT "3~ "3;r ~~ ~ f~ 
~t<:r~~~r~ I ~~<T~ 
~ f~ m-~ f1.:;R ~ ~, ¥''fo"<f 
lflfT "3~ ~~ ~ for~ Ifo"~ ~ ;;m:;r 
~~lfT~?~mifm 
~ ~<T<i ttfw ~ I lfSCfT ~ ~~ 
ifiIi ~ ;;m:;r mm if; f<i~, ~ "I"T 
f~ IliT IT( err I 'iror);r m~ ncrr.rl 
;tR- it qy€t ~, ~ f'ti iR1 ~~ 
t li1l~<ittfw~ I~~it 

i (Railways) 

if!·lf sriM" iJ mf'f if; 1fT'! ~ iJ i'f'tir 
'I;f1'1:t, ¥''fo"<f ~ ~T<ilt 'foT qR ~ 'fo~T 
ITlfT f'fo ;m:;rr if; ml!l" <rr<: ~t ~ ~, w 
f~ w ~, ~ ;;m::r ~ ffi orr 
~1 ~ I f~ "W t[ll'T f'fi' ~~ 
;f,t icf<ilf 'P'IT ~ I ~ ;r 'fo~ <fi'To:ur 
iif(fT ~ iritm ~ll f~ iii! mIT;;mrr 
~ ~ I it ~ffi' ~ f'fo Ifi! m ;;m:;r 
mtr ~ oM I 

~t (f~ ~~t <fi'T ~ ~, 'J;flTT 
if.'mT ~(flfT ~Qs ij");rrfIJ"<: ~i;nr ~ 
f~ ~Ifo" ~<r.T f~lfT ITlfT I 73"~ 5i> if; <rrt it 
!j~9c <rii ~ ~ fifo" ~~ foro; "In: ~n 
~ ~, W'fo"<f ~ iJ m "IT'i ~lf1t if; 
~m:R" ~5< Ifo") ~~ ;r 'P!t. ~: m'i 
if; i:s;: Ifo"T 'l'1J:;: 'f.<: f<ilfT t[ll'T I ~~ 

Iff;:~~ m<fi'T~ qh ~ ~T<ilf 
Ifo"T ":::;, 0 0 0 l)'l'1r <f;T <iffi g-m I it Iffawr, 
1J;'IiT'3'UC;:l:l' 'foIRT <f;T w.r<: R I it crgt 
~.<:rr ~ f1.f. ~ <f;llT ~ ~T<ilf if; 
u:~uc;:~ m~ ~, efT ~ Ifo"T '[~ ;r 
~19 ~T <:6cfT ~ 11!~ lfT'ill ~ fifo" ~To 
IfTo~,\",! 0 sTo it ~ if; ~ro <l!i'i 
~ erRrr ~ I ifi~ if; ;-ro f:~ ~ 
~ erTcrT i q~ 73";r'f,"T tz'fo ~ 'f<iTij" 

mer)~~ I itm'~i!r9:I9;rr~~ 
f'fi ~ll ~if; it "t:;, 0 0 0 ~'l'it <r.T <iTll lflfT 
im I ~ ~Ifo" sr'fo"T<: i!r m'lm''l' <TO{' 

~~m~<fi'To:ur ~~~T 
~ ~ij"fo:ro; 73";r If<. <rr"l ~ 01) :qrfi!~ I 

~ Cf'Ii ~ <r.T ~ ~, 
1-'lS'-\(." <it f~ ~ ri~'! 'fo) ifw;:r 
!!:T ~, 73";r'f,") ~ ,if;r~ij" f~ 
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f~~~" 'liI' ~~ ~ 1:ij" m~ '1<: 
m ~'~ m<:~) iA ~~, cry ort: ~ 
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[..n' ~] 
~-~~ if;~n if@ ~, ~ ;rTi iflT ~ifT 
~--fif; "~ fere ~~~ ~ ~)<;y fq;ifi'ftRr 

""l 

~:~ "'nr ~rqq : ~ iflT ~~. 
~ '1"ln" ~ I 

~ .. : >;fT ~t, 'iii" iflT ~~ ~ rrllT 
~ I ~il: ~ ~ ~ I it "ffil'(ff~ fif;-;a'if ;;r)lfT 
!til ii"rvrm ~iffg;~ fm ~ I -

~l'r~ <m it f~:w m<: ~ ~ om 
if f~ ~'fT ~ ~ I m-.r l"fl"h if ~ 
W'Pffq- ~ I 

Dr. L. M. Singhvi: And rightly so. 

'IT ~ : ~ ~iJ ~ f'fi JT«'lf 'fiT >;f) 
~<;I"'3';:« fl!<-rif ~, ~ '3'if 'fi'r ~T ift.T 
~ ;;w.rr ~ I ~ ~f~if if, m~ ~~ 
<:i[9T ~, <fT l1'li '>1r "3 '1t; m~ 1ft ~'fT ~ I 

l1'li 'fi't '1'T ~;f.t ~r R;; ~~~ it m~ 
0l.f<fT9" rn lfffi" ~ I llTh iflT ifoiifT ~ 
f'f; "«r" it ~if'fi'T 'l . X X ~iT flf<iiJ ~, 

~'f; ~~ 'fiT ":(. xo m'r, "1fT" it 
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i!fi'T ~. ~X m fm:ra- ~ qh "1(' it ~'fi'T 
1. \90 ~qir fm ~, ~if," j~ 'fi'r 
":( <:;0 mit fm:rif ~ I ,.« ll"if,"T~ 'fiT q;<i 
~1 ~r lflfT ~, it ~ ~ 'Wfr ~ I ~ 
q;<i ~ v.rr ~ I it ~ ~ fifo 
~T fi:~(f ~, ~m ~r ~Rtr mq; ~ I 

f~IT~;;r;j ~ om it <l1l' ~ifT ~ 
t fof: "3'if~ CI2~ ~ft '1~~ 'iTi'rT ~T Qf 
~ I "3'if qt~ if;T fq;~'l ~1 ~ f'tilrr 
;;rr;:rr ~ I m~ ~ m~ ;;fT tJ;m 'IT W~ 
~ if,T, ~~ q-;: ~ ~m (fifo ~ ~ 

f'fillT ~ qh -;;iT ~ifol fm:RT .m~it 
1fT, ~ "30f<iT 'l"fT f11<'l'T ~ I w4t ~T 

. ~ if wf.\" ~IJ] if ~ ~ fif; War.< 
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~ iflT >if) Q:m 'IT, '3'~) ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ik f'tilrr ~ I ~1lfii'I' it ~-
11m ~ fif; ~t <fifo f~'lf iflT ~ t, 
~if q-;: {~~ ~T ~~ ~ ~ ~ f~ 
rrllT ~ I it ~:n ~ f'fi ~ q-;: 'r"'iJ: 
~~)I 
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~1fT<fTf.f;~~~)~ 
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liilT "llT ~r ~ I lf~r ifiT(IJ]" ~ fifo 'fI"!f 

~ ~ fm:ra-t ~ I ~ ;;fr <rT<f ~ ~ 
iilief(tf ~ it. ~ m"Gl!T if <r:nf 
~ I "'~ (fi!fi ~ ~ if vr.;r f~ ;;jrif 
if;T <rT<f ~, ~t ~ ~T >ifr ,. ~ ~ u;ft 
~T ~r ~ $ ;r~ ~~ w:fT ~ 
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m~' to;ft~T~~~T~ I 
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'3''1' ~1 'fiT m ij- 'tc CA'i ~ ~ 
~ I 1Il it ~~ m ltft amr ~ 
~ ~ I ;:rA'-ffimlfif m it iflff ~ 
ron- ;;mfT ~ ~ m 'tc ~ ~ 1fT~, 
fJF ~ iIT<i" I ~~ m iliT iiI' 
iiRl' it ~ iICr.'IT ~ ~ I ;iii!" qTq' 

qij- ~ mt ~ ffi ;;it ~ qTq' ~~, ~ 

~ ffi ~ ~ ~ «Ilf «Ilf ~ 
~ ~T it ffi f1ffl;rr ~ fili I!; ~ 
lIWfT iIiT 'tc ~ ~ I !Ii i 'R"m ~ 
~~ 'fiT ;;it 'if11f f~ ~, C1"Q: ;f.m 
~TdT ~, ~'fiT ~T qTq' ~ I 

~ lInIm: $ ~~R: ~ oft", it 
I!;iIi q;m:t-r ~~ I ~ ifR" it 
;;j~ ~ ;;r) ~<:IT ~, ~ If<: ~ 

t-r~~~I~I!;iIi~ 
~~ ~ I q~ ij- m "it :jjR ~ 
fW!; ~T ;ro;rfl' ~T ~ I m I!;iIi 
f~~ ~~ ~ I ~ ;rcr~T ~ 
~~f~~:jjR ~ fW!; ~~ 'fiT 
;;rmr it "'1;;r.;rr ~ % I ~ om:~ 
l:~ om: it <g ~f~ ~ ~ ~ 
~ ~l" iIiiiT ~ fili ;;rmr ~ If<: I!;iIi 
~ $ I!;iIi ~h ltft ~ iliT ;;rrit, 
~iIiif om ~ ~r f~ IpIT ~ I q~ 
If<: ~ 1 'fiT ~ ~lt;w 'fiT I{tf it ~ 
~TifT ~ ~ ~ ... "",1 'fiT ~ ~~ iIiT 
~llfiTT ~ ~T ~ I ~ 'fIfr.if fili 
m'1~~~~'1 

~TGl: iJiI ~ il16 iJ;;t mq ;iii!" rn 
~ rn, ~ ffi f~ ~ ~ 'tIT ;;mr ~, 
~ :jji!" ;;r$IT (fiI" ~ iIillf~, ~ 

~ij-~)~~~~~ I ~ 
it qTq' ~ ~ iiI' srNil'T ~ ~ fIJi' :jj~ 
;iI~ If<: m ~ ihr ~ q~ ~ 1f<:;;iT;;r) 
~T~ fl1<'l'ift ~ '3'm ~ I!it 
~qTq''tii:1 

2113 (Ai) LSD-S. 

~-a' it it ~iTT ttl" ~ ~ ~ 
~~fili~mit;il~~ ~ 
~fu.lT ~, ~ qTq' ;rf m ~ ~ 
iliT fiCfT iii'( I 

Shri P. Venkata5ubbaiah (Adoni): 
I am sorry, Sir, I have not much 
time and so I would only touch upon 
some important points. I am cons-
trained to say that my greatest regret 
is that it appears that my State of 
Andhra Pradesh is not in the railway 
map of India. Several times, our 
people and atlso the State Govern-
ment put forward certain legitimate 
and well-reasoned demands but I am 
sorry to say that they did not find 
favour with the Railway Board. 
The Railway Development Program-
me in the Third Plan periOd envi-
sages an outlay of Rs. 147 crores on 
1200 miles Of new railway lines and 
Rs. 70 crores on the electrification of 
1100 miles for existing railway track. 
The only new railway lines proposed 
for implementation during the Plan 
period in the Southern Region are: 
Mangalol'e-Hassan; Bangalore-Salem 
and 'Manamadulrali.-Vi1"lld:hunagar. 
Not even one new railway line has 
been taken up in Andhra Pradesh. 

Then again. we have been dem8l1d-
ing the creation of a new Railway 
zone out of the Southern and the 
Central Zones, not on parochial con-
siderations or provincial fanaticism 
but because of the hardships that 
come in the way of the users and the 
commercial interests and also on 
grounds of administrative efficiency. 
We nlever said that this new zone 
should be co-terminus with the 
boundaries of our State. The Central 
and the Southern zoneS are working 
hard; they are far-flung and the in-
terests of the people are not well-
served by these unwieldy zones. I 
was told that ;the present Railway 
Minister's predecessor, Shri Swaran 
Singh. was almost on the point of cre-
ating a new railway zone. I therefore, 
earnestly request the hon. Minister 
Shri Dasappa to consider this matteT 
not on any parochial considerations 
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nor on any linguistic basis but purely 
on administrative convenience and 
rendering better service to the people. 
Our State Government has been urg-
ing upon the Railway Ministry here, 
for a long time, the necessity for some 
new lines in our State. A broad gauge 
line from Ongole to Hyderabad via 
Nagarjunasagar to be later extended 
by a broad gauge line to Sirpur 
Kagaznagar in Adilabad district; a 
metre gauge line from Raichur to 
Kothagudem via SrIramnagar, Nal-
gonda and Khammam with branch 
line to Mancherla; a broad gauge line 
from Kothagudem to Visakhapatnam 
via Bhadrachallam, with a linc bet-
ween Bhadrachalam and Bailadilla in 
Bastar District, Madhya Pradesh; a 
broad gauge lin!' from Ramagundam 
to Nizamabad; a broad guage linE' 
from Nellore to Mydukur; a broad 
gauge line from Nandyal to Katpadi 
via Mydukur, Cuddappah. Pileru and 
Pakala and a separate broad gauge 
line from Renigunta to Trupati. 
They have suggested the construction 
of an overbridge at Adoni. 

I am constrained to say that these 
proposals had not been considered by 
the Railway Administration. Recently, 
replying to a question whether the 
Jines suggested by the State Govern-
ment of Andhra Pradesh for inclusion 
in the Fourth Plan have been consi-
dered, the hon. Deputy Minister, 
Shri S. V. Ramaswamy, said that no 
consideration had been given as yet to 
any proposals for construction of new 
lines in the Fourth Plan. Justice and 
fairplay demand that there should be 
all round development in every cor-
ner of the country, without regional 
imbalances. The policy of Railway 
AdministratiOn in laying new railway 
lines is to promote economic develop-
ment generally taking into considera-
tion the needs of industry, commerce 
and agriculture. In actual practice, 
however. the benefits of the new rail-
ways projected during the Third Plan 
go sUbstantially to areas lyinll( outside 
Andhra Pradesh. When a principle is 

enunciated it is just and fair that it 
should be applied everywhere, and I 
would earnestly request the Railway 
Administration to go into the demands 
of these people. 

Coming back, again, to the new rail. 
way zone, the new Railway Minister 
has been very considerate in telling 
us that it is engaging his active consi-
deration. In this connection I would 
like to tell the hon. Minister that if 
he wants to rationalise the entire rail-
\\' a y zon a I system in this coun try it 
wiil take many. many J ears. I know. 
the bureaucratic set-up is such that it 
will not be possible for the hon. Min-
ister to rationalise the entire railway 
zonal system. So I would earnestly 
request him to make a good beginning 
so that it may soon follow in the other 
zones, and I would request him to see 
that a separate new zone is created as 
earh· as possible so that it may serve 
the 'intel'E'sts of the people in a belteI' 
way. 

There is another matter with res-
pect to my constit.uency. There has 
been a proposal to construct an over-
bridge at Adoni. Adoni is a big 
commercia) centre where there is 
always a terrific traffic jam, and the 
railway gate is closed for most part of 
the day with the result that the vehi-
cular traffic comes to standstill. I 
have been urging upon the Govern-
ment to take up the construction of 
this over-bridge. I would mention 
for the information of the hon. Min-
ister that the municipality concerned 
has also come forward to give its 
share of the contribution for laying 
the approach roads. etc. I would 
therefore, request the hon. Minister to 
see that the construction of an over-
bridge there which is a long-standing 
demand and a genuine demand of the 
people is taken up as immediately as. 
possible. 

Shrl DII8IlPJlll: There is no trouble. 
can assure him that if the approach 

roads are made there is no trouble at 
all. 
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Shri P. Venkatasubbaiah: 1 am very 
thankful to the hon. Minister for hav-
ing given this assurance. I will cer-
tainly go and see him SO that he may 
be able to help u.' in this regard. 

There is another thing. The State 
Government has also sponsored pro-
posals for the electrification of exist-
ing rail way sections in the State in the 
order of priority indicated below; 

(1) Vijayawada-Waltair; 

(2) Hydcrabad-Warrangal; 

(3) Hyderabad-Kurnool. 

The"" ~:'(' the O,ree proposals that 
have been put forward. I would like 
to H'quest the hon. Minister to give 
his best consideration to this and see 
that these sections arc electrified as 
soon as possible. 

My last point is this. I would like 
to impress upon the hon. Minister 
that the Hyderabad-Bangalore rail-
way line, which is a metre-gauge line. 
should be converted into a broad-
gauge line as immediately as possible, 
because it serves two States. Mysore 
and Andhra Pradesh. Both the States 
will bE" benefited by this. This will 
be beneficial not only for passenge:' 
traffic but al~o for carrying of iron 
ore and other materials that go for 
the development of industry in this 
part of the country. So it win be in 
the best interests of commerce and 
industry and also of passenger traffic 
if this line is converted from metre-
gauge into broad-gauge. 

With regard to the catering system 
I will state only one point. Wherever 
the catering is being done by a con-
tractor it is terribly bad. I can say 
that, though there are certain short-
comings, the catering that is being 
done by the administration is by far 
satisfactory when compared to that 
done by the private contractors. And 
I would request the hon. Minister to 
slowly replace the contractors by 
departmental catering. 

One last word. The coaches that 
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are put from Hyderabad to Bangalore 
are so much out-dated-I dO not know 
whether they were in the Nizam's 
Railway and have just been put in the 
same condition-that they are terribly 
bad and do not give any sort of com-
fort to the pas3engers. The Hailway 
Administration should see that new 
railway coaches are put on this line as 
far as possible. 

Shri Alvares (Panjim); Sir, thele 
arc only two important references in 
the cut motion that I have propo,e,t 
to this Demand. The first is in rc;-
peet of dearness allowance for the 
staff, and the other is in respect of 
the victimisation of those employees 
who participated in the strike of July 
1960. 

It does not need any elaboration to 
make out a case for the grant of ade-
quate dearness allowance, particularly 
when Government have accepted the 
principal that neutralisation is the 
only rational form of keeping wages 
up to a certain standard. I would 
like to draw the attention of the 
Railway Administration to a state-
ment made many months ago by Prof. 
Mahalanobi~ that during the last 
twclve ,ear~ the real wages of indus-
rial labour had gone down. If wages 
hav~ gone down principally because 
of the high cost of living, it is incum-
bent upon Government, to say the' 
least. to maintain the standard by ade-
quate neutralisation. The Second Pay 
Commission rather than doing any 
service. really did a great disservice 
to the Central Government employees 
by leaving it to the fluid discretion of 
Government to determine the quan-
tum and the rate of dearness allow-
ance. The result has been that even 
after the consumer index rose by ten 
points and remained constant for 
about eleven months, and it fell 
down by a degree after eleven 
months, the entire amount of the 
high cost of living accumulated 
during those past eleven months 
was completely wiped away, and 
the Central Government emplo-
yees and railwaymen have to bear the 
burden of this without compensation. 
It is quite possible that this cycle is 
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repeated every time for a constant 
period at eleven months without mate-
rialising completely in the twelfth 
month. It is very easy for the Gov-
ernment to calculate the total loss 
that the railwaymen have to suffer on 
accolmt of this procedure. It is there-
fore incumbent upon Government, and 
I hope Government will give its consi-
deration to this fact that the paltry 
increase of two, five and ten rupees 
last month does not adequately neu-
tralise' the high cost of living which 
today is 13 points above 125. When 
Rs. 2 was granted, and that also on 
the basis of the consumer price index, 
in the month of January twelve 
months had been completed on an 
average of ten points in the consumer 
price index, thereby qualifying, even 
accordin!'! to the conservative recom-
mendations of the Second Pay Com-
mission, for another increase' in dear-
ness allowance. There is so much of 
hesitation on the part of the Govern-
ment and I cannot understand why 
Government insist that there must be 
an application from labour first before 
they will consider it. Already twelve 
months have elapsed. and therefore at. 
least the grant of dearness allowance 
should have been automatic. At the 
same time it is necessary for the Gov- . 
ernment to take into consideration the 
great upheaval in the country because 
of the denial of adequate neutralisa-
tion on account of the out-dated. out-
moded and unjust formula. Already 
the Government of Maharashtra has 
undertaken a revision; and unless this 
revision is undertaken by the other 
twenty-six principal cities to deter-
mine the average of the all-India 
consumer price index, the Central 
Government employees will not be 
ablp to get complete neutralisation to 
maintain a salary scale that has been 
fixed as far back as 1947. I hope 
Government will take this issue into 
consideration. 

Equal\y important of argent deci-
sion is the question of victimisation of 
the employees. In the debate on the 
budget speech, I related how the 

Supreme Court has struck down one 
decisiOn after another by invalidating 
many laws that the Establishment 
Code had maintained on the statute 
book. I am surprised that no refer-
ence has been made yet to reinstate 
all those whom the Supreme Court 
decision reinstates. Therefore, the 
Government and the railways are 
guilty not merely of not honouring 
the letter of the Supreme Court's 
decision but also of not honouring its 
spirit. 

In the strike of July, 1960, the rail-
ways removed a number of people 
from service. After a time, when the 
Government commuted the punishment 
meted out to all those who were con-
victed, all other departments of Gov-
ernment reinstated almost everybody 
in service, and I have been told on 
authority, on behalf of the Defence 
Ministry. that all minor punishments 
have already been commuted and 
negatived and the persons concerned 
have been taken back. But in the 
railways there has been a persistent 
policy to ignore the general trend 
of liberalisation that Government 
announced during thaI period. I refer 
to the announcement of the Home 
Ministry that, barring certain condi-
tions, those who took part in the 
strike should be reinstated forthwith. 
In the Secunderabad Division alone, 
there are 16 employees who had been 
sentenced by the court and who have 
been released after commutation of 
the sentences. This is the only inst-
ance in the entire Central Government 
employees' section where the railways 
have removed from service those per-
sons without referring them to the 
procedure of a charge-sheet. Repeat-
ed representations have been made 
and even after the Nagpur Bench of 
the Maharashtra High Court restored 
some employees of the Posts and Tele-
graphs department on the ground that 
discrimination was against natural 
justice, the railways remained adam-
ant to this case law. I know nO other 
Government department that refused 
to accept the spirit of law or the rule 
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of law as laid down by the Supreme 
Court and by the other courts. There-
fore, this House must take note of 
of a very serious situation whereby 
the entire atmosphere of the trade 
uniOn movement of thc CentrBl Gov-
ernment employees is vitiated by this 
adamant attitude. 

In the railways there is a provision 
of reference of the employees' cases 
to the Railway Rates Tribunal. It is 
a tribunal of a recommendatory cha-
racter. The Railway Rates Tribunal 
has in the past reviewed many cases. 
It is a sort of tribunal like the one to 
which recourse can be had by trade 
and commerce in regard to industrial 
disputes. It is also permissible for 
Class III employees to make reference 
to it in certain disciplinary cases. 
When the review promised by the 
forme!" Minister of Railways did not 
materialise after year and a half of 
waiting, the Railway Ministry sent 
some of these dispi.ites to the Railway 
Rates Tribunal at Madras. I know of 
at least one instance wbere the Rail-
way Rates Tribunal made a recom-
mendation for the reinstatement in 
service, but the Railway Board has 
turned dawn that recommendation 
and refur,ed to take that person back 
into servicc. What I desire to ask is, 
what is tfle policy governing the tri-
bunals. A tribunal of this nature 
makes a recommendatory award; the 
nature of the tribunal is of a charac-
ter whereby the third party without 
any prejudice, brings to bear its 
expert knowledge upon the merits of 
the case and gives its decision. Is it 
proper, in the spirit of labour laws 
in which they should be implemented, 
that the Railway Board can sit in 
judgment over the recommendation of 
the tribunal and negative what the 
tribunal recommended? If this hap-
pens, as has happened often in the 
railv,:ays and they are the most guilty 
party of all the other departments of 
the Government of India-I can warn 
you that labour relations are bound 
to deteriorate. especially because the 
Railway Board doe!! not honour the 
spirit of the tribunals and as far 8S is 
Possible tries to avoid a reference to 
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them. Therefore, there must be a 
statement of policy issued on the 
qUestion governing the tribunals. 

In the first instance, . the railways 
refused to make a recommendation to 
the tribunal in regard to cases refer-
red through the permanent negotiat-
ing machinery, and if it becomes 
mandatory to refer them, and if a 
favourable recommendation comes, 
that recommendation is turned down. 
Therefore, the Government must ans-
wer this important statement that I 
am making in regard to policy, and 
reinstate all those who have been 
removed from service both because of 
the decision of the Maharashtra High 
Court on the ground of natural justice, 
and the recommendations of a high-
power tribunal. 

Shri 8asumatari (Goalpara): At the 
outset, J must convey my heart-felt 
thanks to our Railway Minister for 
whom I have great respect. I have 
also had the great privilege of work-
ing with him as a Member of the Esti-
mates Committee of which he was the 
Chairman. I know his sincerity and 
ability. Therefore, I have no doubt 
in my mind that what we suggest here 
will not go out of his mind. 

In the debate on the general budget 
of the railways many things have been 
suggested and I want to point out only 
the cases which had been left by my 
han. friends, Shri N. R. Laskar and 
Shrimati Jyotsna Chanda who come 
from the same railway zone as mine, 
namely, the Eastern Zone, which com-
prises Assam, Manipur Nagaland and 
Tripura. This is surrounded by all 
foreign countries: on two sides by 
Pakistan, on the other side by Burma 
and on the northern side by China. 
Therefore, everybody knows and the 
hon. Minister knows very well of what 
strategic importance Assam is. A sug-
gestion has bpen made to the Railway 
Minister that there should be a railway 
line from Bongaigaon to Gauhati via 
Goalpara, connecting the Garo Hills. 
In the Garo Hills there are vast 
deposits of cement and coal and other 
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things. So, for want of transport, 
there is a bottleneck there, and we 
are unable to exploit the rich resour-
ces in that region. 

I then suggest that there should be 
a line with a second bridge crossing 
the Brahmaputar from Jogighopa to 
Panchratna and this bridge should be 
a road-cum-rail bridge. If that is 
done, it will be very great help for 
defence purposes also. 

1 must thank the Railway Minister 
for having taken up the broad gauge 
line from 5iIiguri to Jogighopa. In 
fact, he used to joke with me by cal-
ling me Jogighopa! This line has 
been taken up with a view to make 
transhipment up to Gauhati, along 
the river Brahmaputra with port at 
Jogighopa besides the one at Pandu. 
Therefore, I suggest that both the 
ports should be taken up and imme-
diate arrangements should be made to 
construct these ports. I do not know 
the reasons why this is delayed. 
I request the Minister just to take up 
this matter and expedite the work. 

Another small suggestion whiCh 1 
wish to make is this. There is already 
a line from Rangapara to North-
Lakhimpur, and now this line IS go-
ing to be extended up to Morkek 
Selek the construction of which has 
been resumed. Just now, In his 
reply, the han. Minister said that 
Ileeping cars are very popular and 
that people are demanding it. I want 
to point out what has been suggested 
by the people in that part of the 
country. There is no sleeper car ser-
vice from Tejpur to Rangapara and 
North to Lakhimpur. So, the people 
do not have the benefit of this service. 
They have to come to Gauhati by 
crossing Brahmaputra, to get their 
accommodation reserved. I hope the 
same facilities must be given to these 
people also. 

I once suggested that there ~l''''~ld 
be one shuttle train from Dhubd to 

Bongaigaon to carry students and 
the people coming to the courts at 
Kokrajhar. I have received a letter 
today that it has been done up to 
Kokrajhar. The request was made 
that it should be taken up to Bong-
aigaon. I hope the hon. Minister will 
keep it in mind. 

A suggestion has been made that 
there should be a line from Maranhat 
to Dibrugarh, a distance of 20 miles. 
The present existing line is more than 
125 miles. So, the suggestion has 
been made to the hon. Minister that 
a line should be constructed from 
Maranhat to Dibrugarh. 

Whenever we go by train to Assam, 
we have difficulty because the Toofan 
Mail has no dining car attached to it. 
I, therefore, request the hon. Minister 
to consider this. The standard of the 
buffet car has deteriorated very much. 
Therefore, the standard should be 
raised. 

The most touching point I have to 
make is this. I am very glad that a 
man like the hon. Minister is at the 
helm of the affairs. Railways are the 
biggest public undertaking employing 
12* lakhs .people. But when one 
looks at the appointment of scheduled 
castes and scheduled tribes, one can-
not but feel disappointed and frustrat-
ed because only 13 per cent from 
scheduled castes and 2.5 per cent from 
scheduled tribes have been appointed 
so far. I do ot know how the prob-
lem can be solved if the 
railways employing 12* lakhs, 
do not appoint more scheduled castes 
and scheduled tribes, to whom the 
Constitution has given a guarantee. 
When I raise this question with higher 
authorities like the Railway Board 
and others, they say that suitable 
candidates are not available. I do 
not know what suitable candidate 
m!'ans. It is a misleading term. For 
('It,rks, you need only matriculates .. 
Bllt ~o many graduates come to me 
and say that they have applied so 



Demands PHALGUNA 7, 1885 (SAKA) fOT Grants 

many times, but still tney nave not 
been appointed on the ground of un-
suitability. I hope the Miniser will 
take note of this and try to redress 
the grievances of the scheduled castes 
and scheduled tribes in this regard. 

From the strategic point of view, 
there should be a line along the foot-
hills of the Himalayas from Jung-
duar to Darranga. The reason why I 
am suggesting this is that the present 
line is near the Pakistan border. The 
House knows what the attitude of 
Pakistan is. So, there should be a 
stand-by line. Hope, the hon. Minis-
ter should bear in mind the construc-
tion of a new line from Jungduar to 
Darranga. 
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~, m-~r.:l'lI't~it~~~ 
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~ tl'lTT ~ ~ ~~ ~ itfm 
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f!fi ifTlTU m ~ ~ if; ~ r.r 
tilrr ~CI'Ifi"ll1l' I ~ ~ If<: 
~ !fl"'JiT ~ ;;ft if; ~ r;th:' ~r 
~qr ~ ~ if; ~ 00iIT ;;nit ~ I 

~ ~1'iI' 'it .~ mr it ~ ~ ~ I 

~iI' R!fTiI'T it 'a'ij' ffiI' ~ ~ ~ 
~<rr ~(fr ~ "IR ~r ~) it ~ 
~ <:¢ ~ f;;mt f!fi 'fiT<:V) ~ 

~~ ~m-aT~ I~~~ 
m~ 11ft ?:f"; f'fi ~ ~i ;f.T <nI'T!f imro 
q,lt emmit;~me~ 
'fT ~ "Il'lf I ~ imT ~~ <tl' mor 
rn If<: '1ft ~ ;;ft;.lr ~~ ~T ;ft 
'lIT ~ ~ I ~ qmr ~'1'T fit; ~~f"', if,~ 
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m<'Il~~m~~l'Ii1TtFt~ 
#'ft $I:J ~ rn I 

~ ~ ~ ~-mm q.t~ 
~it~q;fi~~f~<'fii·~ 

~ ~ ~~ ~ir ~ ~m.:'Hfgo;;ff 
it ll'iI Cf( mr.rr '1ft 'lft ~ ~ ~ I 

qr;fr 'liT "1ft ~'ifif SI~ ~ Of@ 
~ qfffi ~ f~ 'IiT":"'JI. ll1f.n:iT "'I ~ 
~ ~I ~ I ~ f;-.rit iru ~"ir'-T 
~f"'~~<F.r~'Il<: ~~ 
'R~~rit;w:f~~~ I 

~I ~ ~ oTt 1ftn ~ ~ mlTU 
~ "Hi'li(IOIIi( ~T ~ ~ it "1ft ~ Of 
~if;~l ~<Fmfif;f~~ 

~~~~I~;ritm~~~ 
qi"'if liT 'i. fig....n ~ ~ \3'1' 'R ~ 
~ 'fflT ~lllT ~ ""'ffi I ~ ~ 
~ it 'if~ ~ ~T -qlT ~ efr ~~ 
~ .-mr ~ ~, Tftt ~ ~ "R tFt 
~ 'ti1: '3''f'IlI ~~ 'R ;w, ~ ~ 
;;rt"I:f I 

~it"f<'l"~~~iIT1:it 
ltU~~~f"'>;fOI"~~;:r 
~ ~i!fe<;r;f;cror 'liT 'Ilfl:r m w:R 
~ it f<:rIrr ~ ;:ror ~ !fA <AA '1ft ~ 
~~~"m~.-mrift" 
rt ~ I qr;or IfT'fI ~ ~ flr<;rffi ~ 
.m: ~ \3~ ~ ~ ~ ;;rfct ~ I 
q;r :;fA; m ~ f';nrrtr imJ ~ 'Ilfl:r 
f'llliT ~ ~ ~ m cf.t"{ fuct;rI:rcr orW 
wm "Ii<: "'Tf ;;rw.rr "1ft t eft \3m 

'fTI~~t"3'm~~m 
Q:;mif iltl' f<:rIrr ~ ~ I ~ ~ ~ 
'liT'Ilfl:rfm~~~~ 
if; ~ ~trr ~l fu'!ln:rn" if.!" '" <:m 
~T ~ mm;ft.~..". ~ ~ 

vft "m ~ l"r ~ <i5: wR !fA ..". ifCIliI" 
~ tFt ~"{VaT mv:r ~ WI'fT ~-

~~~:tifif;;rif ~"Ift~ 
"{VaT I ~ f~~ itliA 
;tt ifCI"Ifutt "1ft ~ ~l I'f1fi t mv:r @" 
~ ;jlfm ~ f;r.i:t ;;rfct ~ I ~ft:e

~ ~ it ~ iIT1: it f~ f'llliT ~ 
f",~f~ ~~~m;;r 
itifqil m:r ~ tFt f,"l ~ ~ I ~ 
~ y"o-~o ~ ~ 'liT '!'f.m'f 
~l ~ ~ I ~ OlI"fiffi<rr "'l <kroT 
'liT m ~ ~ ~ ~i "'I "I1"1')fqifll 

'liT"Ift~~~'frm.: ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ ~'liT ~ if.!" 'liT 'lW 
~~~cr;;:~f~ 
'liT ~ orW ~ iit W ~1 <f.t !fl'fl 
~ ..m: ~ ~ 'R fir<;[ ~ 'fI I 

~ • f", ~I ~ ~ r.sql~ii~'" 
;f;cror~~;f.t ~~~~ 
qR~<R:liru~~f'ti~ 
#"'IT<1lI" ~ fsqldii~(1 ~ tFt ~ 
'ti1:f'f.<:~~$f~~'ti1: 
~ aTflt; <'I'M <F.r ~T ~ ~ ~ flr<;r 
w. ..m: ~'f ~r ~~ ~ qf~ ~ 
~"'roTt~~~~I~ 
vft ~ 1f1 "f<'I" ~ I 

if ~ ~ ~ mv:r mtf.f 1f~ tFt 
~ 'tiW ~ lI'R Slrtr.rr 'tiW ~ f'" 
ltU ~" =« irRI'f 'R l"fR f.til.lT \ifTli I 

IS.00 hrs. 
Shri KrishnapaI SiDrh (Jalesar): 

Sir, I would confine my remarks only 
to three points. The first one which 
1 would like to raise is about the 
Barhan-Etah Railway. This unfortu-
nate line was badly planned and very 
badly constructed. It is, therefore, 
serving no useful purpose. It is 
doing more harm than good, and it is 
responsible for causing a 
number of floods in those 
areas and inconvenience to pas-
eng61's who by mistake board the 
train. The reason is, Sir, that it WBII 
planned, for some reason or the other 
-I undel1'stand it is due to certain 
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political influences--from a place 
which is not an important railway 
centre, a place called Barhan, and by 
a circuitollS route it was taken to 
Jalesar, an important town in Etah 
District and then to Etm. Unfortu-
nately, at Etah it terminates. The 
time taken over a journey from Bar-
han to Etah is about 5 hours, although 
the same distance is covered by a bus 
In about 21 hours. Therefore, very 
few people make use of this railway. 
The railway stations are far from the 
towns with the result that no goods 
traffic passes by this line. There are 
hardly any approach roads and people 
find it very difficult to reach the rail-
way stati~ns during the rainy season. 
Therefore, as I have said before on 
one Or two occasions. unless this rail-
way line is extended to some other 
centre like Kasganj Or Kaimgooj, 
there is no earthly use fOr retaining 
this railway. I hope the Railway Mi-
nistrv will consider this suggestion. I 
think all sections of peOPle including 
the legal profession are of thi~ opi-
nion. The local lawyers' association 
has passed resolutions that this line 
should be extended to some other 
centre when it will be able to carry 
passengers and goods in a more satis-
factory manner. I therefo:re, 
hope that the Railwav Ministry will 
consider this question· seriously. 

The other point which I wish to 
raise is about the posting of low-paid 
It3ft away from their homes. This is 
a very important matter. The low-
paid staft should always be posted 
near their homes as far as possible. I 
find quite a number of them are post-
ed away and their representations 
do not bear any fruit. It is very hard 
on them. Whenever they go to their 
homes it takes them a long time. It 
is difficult for them to get adequate 
leave, in the first place, and, then, 
they are put to a lot of inconvenience 
also. I therefore, suggest, as is done 
in most other departments, that all 
the low-paid staff should as far al 
possiblE' be posted to stations near 
their homes. 

The third point, which I consider to 
be very important, these days, in view 
of the shortage of food grains and 
fodder, is that the time has come 
when the Railway Ministry should 
seriously consider organising an agri-
cultural department of its own. The 
reason for it is this, that they have 
vast areas of land on either side of 
the railway lines. In some cases, in 
big railway centres like Mathurll 
alone I think the Railways have got 
~everal hundred acres of land which, 
untii it is used for other purposes, 
could usefully be utilised for grow-
ing food grains and fodder. This mat-
tcr was discussed at one of the meet-
ings of the Board of Animal Hus-
bandry and FishE'ries in Uttar Pra-
desh, and I think quite a number of 
people suggested that the Railways 
should utilise this land. If the land 
on either side of the railway lines 
has not got irrigation facilities, it can 
be utilised for growing fodder during 
the rainy season. Where there is 
depression, they can easily grow rice 
or otlier crops. I think, if they start 
organising an agricultural department 
of their own they will be able to 
contribute several lakh maunds of 
fodder and foodgrains to our country's 
needs. It is a very serious mattei", 
and I hope the Railway Ministry 
would take this into consideration 
and do whatever it can as early as 
possible. 

Sir, these are the three points that 
[ wan ted to bring to the notice of the 
Railway Ministry. 

'" ~~ (~): 
~~, ~;to t 1R~ 
Q1!; it ~ <iW ~ 'tiTlr ~ em: it ~ fq,m: 
wglRoTI~~ 

~~;fr;;ft ~~ ~;;ft~-
;:;;r\if ~ it ll1m'f' m ~, ~ 11; ~ 
~ ~ ~ ~ffi" ~ fit; ;a-;r it I!fi ~<:rr ~ 
iii ~~~~Sf1frnm~ 
Hq-... ~ it ~ t\9\90 tiri"H 
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[>.fr ~<'fmmr ~] 
~ it ~ ~ it 5Imf fi!;zn, 
m- it ~ ~\9n ~if if il"h'lm it 
srcmrf~ I ¢~~ m~"lfr 
~1f~~f~ ?fi~if;tlm~if 
ortt ~ if srcmr rn ~ I i~ 
Cfifi" ~ ~r~ '!iT~1i ~, 
Ht~-q it ~ 1ft "!"" 'fT1f ~\90. ~c; 
~ iff , forn if ~ rlft. c;o ~~Ts 

~~ ~f 'fT1f i1i if"mf it; m-~ ~ 
gtl 

itt ~ '!iT i'f~ ~ ~ fit; ;;Y<f iI":t 
if'i"11"tT if <'i\1r 'il:fm ~ 'il:fm ~ if srcmr 
rn~, at \Jif ;;fT111lf."T >ilJRT ~ 
;fi ::;rr;'I"r ~ I it "S!mf if ~ ~ 
f~ ~ if'i"11"tT it ~if "IfIft "If~ ~J ~, 
nm ~ my ~r ~if iffi'r'hn ttffi ~ I 

~q<: ;;YT~~ ~ ,"3<1" ~ 

fom m ~ ~~ ~ 'ifTf~, ~ 
~~\J~~~~~~~ 
W \J~ if; if.T1f if ~if ~ -m.:: ~~ 
~~ ~ I iRr rome ~ f~ ~ if'i"11"tT 
~~it;m~r~~ ~~ 
itT ~ i,r.rr ~ -m.:: \Jif'IiT ~ ~ 
~~f.!;l:rr~~1 

~~ it;.m:it~ 
~iit<r["f ~~ fm ~I\J~~ 

i![i'frlIT ~ fir. ~ ~ ~ \9 ~ lfu;r;fim 
~ ~, f;;pr it ~ \9\9 1ff<:r 'fi1f ~ lff 
t I ~ it '1B ~'( ~ ~, ;;yif'ir. 
~ ~ t, ~;rtt m 
~, ¥ii>"if ~ it if ~: ~ 1fIN.T 
~ ~ ,f~ " ~ ~ it ~ I r.r ~: 
~i itii;~ l!;lf."mw-~~ ~ I 

~~~;il:fro ~ ~ ~, 
t"tm ittr W<nlT ~ I lIfr f~ ~ 
flf." CRT ~;h1ii.,- im if;<" lIT "-f IITroT;;Y 
'{=IT ~r;;ri t;TT< ~ I"~ cr;rr 1:1' ~ I 
<r.? <m?I" ~T it ~ ~ t,;;ft 

fit; ~l'I1fi:rt;~T -m.:: nma- '1ft ~f~ 
~ im ~ Ilf~ ~ 1fTlf"lfr ~ 
~ I .-1r mron t;TR: ~~ m ~ iRr 
fm~ ~ fir. ~ ~ q<: f~ if;<" it; 
~-~ ~ ~f 1"1Tif;;r cr;rrir '1ft 
Ol.f~ ~I 

":~ m it ~~"Tit ~ wr1~ a<r. 
;tt ~ it; em: it ~~r "~ifT ~ I ~ 
~ it; l!;~Jta- -m.:: ""Itir ~ ~J.fJ7 
~ ~ ITlf it I H. '(\9 if ~ If."T1f 'tiT 
~ ~T ~ 1ft ~ f~r ~ iff -m.:: 
'f>llT ~ 1ft ~ lflfT iff I !fill!" ~r" itit 
it; ;;YT f'fmif ~,,, J;fiT '1ft ~ ~ ~~ 
~ I ~ em: ;,r ~~ ;;Yf fir. if~ it ~ifT 
~,~glfCf!fi" ~ ~.~ 
~ ifiIf.f it; 1I1i">: 1ft ~ ~ it, ~ 
-m.:: ~~ 1ft ~~ it I 

it ~ ~ flf." ~ 'tiT <fifT1<T ~ I 'flit 
~ it ~ft ~T ~~, irft ~ it ~ 
f;ffiIT ~ I ~ ~ ~ ~1f i!iT1f iff ~ 
itf;;m;;wrr ~ I~~~~f.r. 
f1fTif ~ 'rIT Cfifi" '1ft 0IWf '!iT i!iT1f ~. ~ 

'f'iT ~ I J;fiT ~ ~ ~ ~ 
~ a<r. '!iT ;;ft ~ ~, ~ 1ft 
~ q.;;r '!iT <AT ~ t;TR: ~"fiF 1ft l!;l'ititc 
~ ~ ~ ~ at <'ftrfi 'tiT org:r 
~ ~~ ~ I~~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ Cf!fi" tI!'i.~ <m:if 
~ ~ ~ I 'rIT, ~, ;;ft fir. mit 
~~, iJ'tr<:m:, <JIIi '1'Ift ~, U1fT-
1~ ~1ft q<t;~~~ ~iJ~ 
~;::r ~;;mft ~ I il~~fif~1f 
i!iT1f ..rr ~ ~ it ft;rzn ~ I IlW 
~ lflIT ~ fit; ~ 1fffi ;ron it ~Ttt 
~ q<: "" ~ ~c; ""'~ ~ 
~ \JOTifT ~ ~ I ~ m ;;nTif 

it; iITri'i"~~~~T<rf~ ~, 
,nr if ~ tf.t '!iT ifi1f ~ ~ 
~ I ~q<:at ~it~~ I 
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~ (!.slilf"~~I" ~ m ~Tlf ~ f~~ 
fit;I:n'~f'fi ~ ..ntm"f~~1 
~'1'lfri1l'T~;:;fi if;~~if<titl'm~ 

~ ififf mrcrr ~, r1m ~ 
~ !1fT fu:ilt if '1iW IJ'lIT ~ I ~ 
~;uf~ ~ mq- ~T i].,- ""'" 
~~ 

~ ~ 'fii'iI'~ ~ ... '11ffl" ~<: 
1T;or ~ I im.~ i].,-~ <til ;;f'lRif 

~ I ifUOcfm ;Tom ~ ~ I ~m 
~ ... ~~~~if;furJ; ~ 
~ft ~~ ~ ... ~~ it~ fro 
;;rrtt I ~~ ~ ql'f fu~ ;r.r ~ ~ 
~ ~T ~1Tf ~ ~i'f'Jit ;T~ 
;ft '[{mifmq-~ ~ ~ I 

~q;:: ~q.~~Rft~. ~m~ 
~ ~ ~i[ ~ ~U;;'f'IT~ -iPft;orr ~ffi' 
~ I ,. ... ~f~i=t;rrll'~<f[i'f~ 

~I 

'iRe ~ 'fi1 ~ if; f.;rn:, ~ 
~ Mif;~<rt~ ~ 
ft:rliT IJ'lIT f. I ~ ~ if ~ 
em: if ~r(f qi g-lZ ~ I ijlffi 

if ~ qrnr ~ f'fi ,.~ 'f.Tlf 'q"lft if'f 
~lJl:Il If~ pr f. I ~ ~ 
~ mif'IT t I s~R~l!i't 
.~ if; fom ~ <f;T ~~ 

<tirr~ I ~ ~ if;~~ 
~~ it;fi mnr if m ~ mq-
'fr~ ~ I lI'~ fir;or If ~r.t ~ '(Ifmr l!i't 
~ \'I'ifi'(Iffq; <f;T mwrr ~ q'~(IT ~ I 

~rel CI"fi ~ ~ ..-m:r ~ ~ 
~'fiT~~~r ~ I 

mq-it ~r ~ f<ti mq 'I"t:t m if'ITit 
m~I~~~u",crn 
~ it writ ~ if A;Irr ~ I Iff 
~r ~ 'I"t:t 'i'l"fit m ~ Iff ~""'T m'l'" if 
f~antar ~Iff ~~lfif <ti~~ 
.~ I ~ Q;'fi n'fCRrIf ~ I ~ 

(Railways) 

f"''Ii~"{r~~ f'rl'CRrIf if ~ IJI"1'(Iff ~ 

~ ... r ii'~ ~.,.r ~ I il ~'1T ;;r~.:rr ~ 
f<ti ~r ~ ~ i'f<ti <f;T f~ ~f"{lIT t 
~m mq ~ fefCRrIf if:g'f'{If ~ I 
~ ~ i ,;r:m <tir Iftrr ~ I ~"'<f;T 

<f;T~ lI'i\: ~ f'f ~f ~ ~If <'frm 
<f;T ~"{. 0IfMT<: mf~ m!:T<ti ~ I 

...m 1f1lCll'r ij' ~"m ~ if; "Ill::- r 
~<ti~1 

m<,;"{-~r"{m '(If~1f q;:: iliT~ rrjq if 
'1'iI<{\"<ti it<tir-·~lfr<rf<{ m q;:: m 
'lIiTf~ ~ I ~ 'l"{ ~'fi ~'RIm ~ 
<rgi'f 'ifIU g'fr Vir I nr 'ifr ~ 
Rrr ~ omr ~ ~'fi 'Illf'fi"{ ~<m'm: 

~Ta- ~ i ~'" ITlI'r I WI'"{ <r~ ~ '"IT(IT crT 
q;mrr Qf<{f11ll'r ~ ;orr~ ~r ;orrnr I m<ti'1" 

~ ~Ta- ~a- or;;r ITlI'r I ~ ... ~ if; ~iffir
~ If ~ ... ~ • ~ ... 'l"{ ~ f;;pm: 
'fi"{'1T ;;rrf~ I WI'"{ ~t q;:: ~r"{{f~ 

~ 'I I ClQlI"'dl mq ~ rn ~r at 
'ffq' '1R1ft "{II" ~ I f;;rn i'f~ ~ '1ft ~. 
m'l ~If ~!fa-Ii~,'" <til il:r;t ~ <r'iJl'll I 

~ Ji<fr ~T~lI' it f<!~ ... ~!fl'l' 
<f;T f~'lf' 'Writ 'ifllfUf if f~r ~ ;q~ 

~Iff<r ~'T lftITf ~ I qfi<'l''Ii <tir '1ft 
:a'~it 'Wrm ~r ~ Ift~~ 
~ ~flf,' ~~'fIfurJGl'f<{ ~ 
q;:: fe~ ~!fl'I' ilSi'f "lI'f<{T ~ ~ I 
s~r ;orT i\"o ... 10 ~a- ~ Iff;orr ~ 
~ <f;T "ffli ~Tar i. ~ ~ 
w~, ~ fm:rr ~<iT ~ I m'l ~ ~ 
"'~lI'm ~r Iftrr rn ~"I ~ ~ 
~ mitifl'l'lf ~lIT"{.~ I m~ 
m'l;;r;T 'l'1t-l 'I'ftT<tiTf~r ~ '1ft 
Wtil1T <'I'ITT'1T ;uf~. ;a.~ 0l:l'1I'~"{ 
<tiT '1ft ?;T<ti ~ <fi"{'IT ~ I 

~~ :q1f'1Tq' ~I!fitl 

>.it IfmT ~If '!"o j 
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.n ~ ~: t:!.lfi fq-;re-
~ ~ ~')f~ I ffi'f f~Of« it ~cr;;rn:: 
~W ~ I 

~~ :'q'if~~ 
if.t ~ift qron: ~ lfiT ~0fT f~ ~ I 

-nlfmftm,~ (~):';3'q'J'~ 

JI'Q:~, ft ~Of "l'mt it« Of@ ~;;fT 

~ ~ ~ f'i> crffi;:r 00 ~ 'ifTf~ 
~ Of@ ~;:rr 'i!Tf~ I it7T ;pm 
it ~T Wil'T d <:(.t 'ifTf~ \lrflfi"f OlIT~iIT
f~ ,flS2' ~ f~ f;;fWlT~)1r ~, 
~ ~ r,T'fT '9if~ m~;;fT WClErnJ ~, 
~ '1ft ~T-~ mr 'f.'r f'll"f'lT ~ I 
Iii! ~ gAr ~ flfi <ITlf ~T m'!f 
~(:r ri 'f.T ~ ~ if.Tli ~ ri 
'f.T ~ ~ ~ ~1: ri 'f.T ~ ~ 'f.Tlf 
cf\m: ri «'1ft 'PJ <R' I ~ 
~'Il~ it;'m'm<: ~it ~~ 
m'l'ti ~~;:rr ~ ~ f;;y;r ~ 
~ ~T;;Jro,lfT flfi 'f.'Il'« 'f.'Il' 'iliTcT 
~Of .q: ~ qfv~ ~ it 19f;r 

rn ~~dlfiT mf~T lfiT~ 
iliff ~mr ~ I 

~i~;ro:r g'm'mfit;~ it 
~~~Ii<: "f~Tq;lfi~~dit; 
~ it foom it ~m ~lflI't it; ~Ti\' lfiT 
;;J1Il '-iT ~,.~ crm it; ~lf ifil ~ '-iT I 
~ 'fi 1ft'IT~ ~ ~ ~ g'm' I!IT I 

~ it m ~) ~'hi ~ m it 
~frnrt liT ;rm !A'mf *' ~lf 
~T ~ I ~it~m~~~ ~it I 
~ if.t ~~ it; ;if( if ft;r1fT crT ;;fcmr flfOfT 
flfi Iii! 'I E. n 'f.T fTeon' I!IT I Iii! crT 
iiTCIR' ~ Riff flfi cr'Tift ~i ~ ~ g'1T 
t ~'fio'r ~ ;;rcmr mn fit; 'It In 
'f.T ~ fs.;rr ~ I ftit ~ flfi 'I t 'I ~ it 
tiT ffi ~ it, ~ ~a' ~ ~ if 
~ .r, mil' ;f.V fi;rv ~ ~ flfi Iii! ~ 

(Railways) 

!fir fi~ ~ I ~~:>I'm ~ ~ fm;rr 
flfi '!<'I' ~T l'Ii ~ ~T f~,) it; m 
~ ~T ~ ~ ~ f:s&Oil' ¥iT I 
~ fin~ if.t f\'fliT flfi tt~~!fir lfTlfOfT 
oTlfi ~m;q:r ~ crT:orcmr flfOfT flfi 
if~~ ~ f<'rO, '&:~T ~ ~ '11rT lifT 
'A'1, 'q'if Iii! m <'I'f'&:Of Ii<: ~ ~, 
~~T ~RllTl'flf1' ~ lit~;:rr~ 
~ flfi 5~ ~'f.T' ij' tT~;;rm ~ 'fiT 
;;fT ~ ~,r1f ~, ~ ~ ~T'lT "fTf~, 
't<:r Jfiil'T ;;fT <it 5~ ~T<: ~Of ~;:rr 

"fff~ 

;re, m <tft ttlfi ~T it ft f,;mT 
~f~T m-~ I!IT IROf~ 
nrr~ onr if if ~T it ioT I f~ 
'f.T R11TOf ~~ 'ITa' it; f<'l't!; lfl!fR~ ~ flfi 
~ If<: 1f!I'i1'f rn 'IT<'l'f!fiff ~ 
~ ~ m< Of ~T 5~T lfiff fw.;t; !fiT 
;;miT ~ I ;;n"f'f ~T 'fiT ~m lI1l' 
I!ft flfi ~TOft ~ ;;fT ~, ~Of if; 
a;'i<: O:lfi-~!fi it; 3i'fT q"i14,g cWo <'I'iT 
~Ii v{ I 

Shrimati Renu Chakravartty (Bar-
rackpore): Sir, all a point of order. 
Can the hon. Minister foJlow Hindi? 
[ do not think he is following one 
word of it. 

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try 01 Railways (Sbri S. V. Rama-
IIwamy): It does not matter. The 
synopsis will be sent to us and so we 
will cover every point in the reply. 

Shrimati Reau Chakravartty: If he 
is not able to follow . . . 

Shrl S. V. Ramaswamy: I will take 
care of myself. Thank you. 

Shrl Kasbi Ram Gupta: In order to 
avoid any diftlculty, I will speak in 
English. 
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I was narrating a case of a first 
class compartment in which there 
were 15 stiches on each side; there 
were no side cushions, working fans 
or anything of that nature. When I 
got into the latrine, I found it filled 
with filth, and water was trickling 
down from above. When I reported 
the matter to the then Railway 
Minister, Shri Swaran Singh, I got a 
reply after four and a half months 
from Shri Dasappa, the present Rail-
way Minister. Of course, the reply 
was a detailed one. Then I p", nted 
out to him so many things. . 

The zonal system is a sort of caste 
system. There is distinction between 
one zone and another. If a train 
passes through two zones. say, North-
ern and Western Railways, each dis-
claims responsibility saying that the 
other is responsible. The same thing 
happens between Ajmer and Ratlam 
divisions. When the people at Ajmer 
complain about something. the rail-
ways say it is the fault of the Ratlam 
zone or division. Suppose in a train 
which passes through two zones one 
fan is found missing or defective and 
a complaint is made. The reply of 
the Northern Railways will be that 
they cannot repair it because it 
belongs to the Western Railways. So, 
it will be repaired only at Ahmeda-
bad. 

Now, first-class compartments of a 
new design, like that of the Frontier 
Mail, have been put into operation in 
this line. Unfortunately, this is a 
metre-gauge line. The result is that 
we are packed like thil:d-class pas-
sengers in it. I do not know from 
where has this engineering for the 
first-class come. In this way money 
is mis-spent and travellers are put 
to difficulties. From my own experi-
ence I say that in this first class to sit 
in the summer season is much worse 
than to sit in third class because it 
is packed and there is no air coming 
from this side or that. So, my request 
to the hon. Minister is to see to all 
these things. That is regarding the 
first-class. 

Now I come to the second-class. 
They are the worst people. They do 
not have any arrangement for sleep-
ing on the one side and have to pay 
double on the other. No accommo-
dation for sleeping is given to them. 
The time has come when that should 
be given to them. 

Coming to the third-class, what to 
say of overcrowoing! The Railways 
have got a different method of judg-
ing overcrowding. I wrote to them 
that a train should be started from 
Rewari to Alwar because there is 
overcrowding. I daily see that there 
is overcrowding, but they say, "Our 
statements show that there is nO 
overcrowding" because ticketless 
travel is never counted. 

Now I come to the point of ticket-
less travel. The TTEs on the West-
ern Railway are asked to complete 
a monthly target of, say, Rs. 500/-
or Rs. 600/-. What do they do? 
They harass the people in an unjusti-
fied way and try to make up the 
target. Sometimes they even request 
the people that if they are over-
travelling. they should at least let 
them know so that they may make 
their tickets. That is the way it is 
done. It has become a vested inter-
est. Why should the TTE be asked 
to complete a certain figure? I do 
not know that. He should not be 
asked to complete any 
him do his job. 

figure. Let 
If there 

he will 
Corrup-

is no man coming uP. 
say that none has come up. 
tion comes up in that way. 

The Class III and Class IV servants 
are not on cordial relations. The 
Class III people complain that the 
Class IV people are not under their 
discipline while the Class IV staff 
complain that the Class In people 
harass them. This has been going on 
for long and the time has come when 
this should be settled. The lot of the 
ASMs, the SMs, the Guards and the 
TTEs is no better than that of the 
Class IV servants. They have their 
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own typical problems and difficulties. 
So, 1 request the hon. Minister to see 
to this also. 

Then. rail-road co-ordination has 
already been mentioned. Coming to 
railway doctors, there is a rule that if 
railway servants want a certificate 
fOl" pension or for anything of the 
lort, they have to go to the railway 
doctor only. This puts them in a very 
great difficulty in so many respects. 
They have to travel long distances and 
so on and so forth for that. That also 
must be looked into. 

So tar as corruption is concerned, I 
think. a suggestion was made yester-
day that in certain respects there 
should be a sort at a commission. I 
say that that is much proper because 
It is not corruption now but it has 
become a regular business and a long-
standing one. So. somehow we have 
to see how to minimise it. 

The next point-and in this I have 
been encouraged by Shri Dasappa's 
speech-is whether we can have a 
broad gauge which we have been 
demanding frOm Alwar to Bharatpur. 
These are two district headquarters. 
It is a distance of 70 miles and the 
metre gauge goes in a round-about 
way. So, IT t.hat line is surveyed 
afresh on a definite scientific basis, 
[ think, it can easily be taken up in 
the Fourth Plan. So. I request the 
han. Minister at least to take note of 
this. A fresh survey S'hould be made 
for a railway line from Alwar to 
Bharatpur on the broad-gauge system 
and that way something will be 
achieved. 

Lastly, I will say only one word 
about the catering arrangement at the 
Rewari Station. The 203 Up and 204 
Down trains have no dining cars 
attached to them and the trains stop 
at such a place which is far away 
from the refreshment rooms. People 
cannot get anything from the refresh-
ment rooms because of that and they 
are put to trouble. I want the han. 

Minister to see that such trains are 
stopped at such a place from where 
the refreshment rooms are not very 
far off. 
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Shri P. R. Patel (Patan): I take 
this opportunity of placing before the 
hon. Railway Minister the grievances 
of my district and of my State too. 

I would first refer to the snail's 
sp~ of trains running between Kadi-

Bechrajee-Chanasma (Ranuj) ancI bet-
ween Chanasma-Harij and also bet-
ween Mehsana-Patan-Kakoshi sections. 
In this supersonic' age, the speed of 
the trains on these sections is just 
about 12 km. an hour. They go so 
fast that to go from Patan to Kakoshi, 
which is just a small distance of 40km. 
or so, it takes 21 hours. I asked a 
question whether the slow speed was 
because of any restrictions on the 
speed and if so, I wanted to know the 
reasons for those restrictions, whether 
it was because of worn-out rails or 
light sleepers or worn-out sleepers 
and so on. The reply given was: 

"There are speed restrictions 
over parts of these sections.". 

Then, it was stated that: 

"Renewal on Chanasma-Harij 
scction has been sanctioned and 
the work is expected to be com-
pleted by the end of 1965. Rene-
wals on Katosan Road-Beachrajee 
Chanasma-Ranuj and Mehsana-
Patan-Kakoshi sections will be 
undertaken during the current 
(3rd) Plan and are expected to be 
completed in 1967." 

So, should I give credit to the Rail-
way Board and to the Railway Minis-
ter? Do they like that the trains 
should be so slow so that there may 
not be any accidents? Do they think 
that the people on that side should 
have more pleasure of travelling in 
the trains? Is it for these reasons 
that the speed is slow on these sec-
tions? I would requl!6t you to consider 
this matter. To take two or three 
years just to change the rails and 
sleepers and that too on a small track 
of about 100 miles is too much and 
dOes not do credit to the Railway 
Board. 

Shri Dasappa: When was it delay-
ed? 

Shri P. R. Patel: It is a good thing 
that the hon. Minill\er has asked this 
question of me. But I would like to 
know from hitri when it was found 
that the rails were light and worn-
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out and when speed restrictions were 
imposed. If he goes through the 
records, it will be clear how the Rail-
way Board is working. 

Then, I would refer to another point 
where I am expressing the feelings 
of the whole of GUjarat. the Gujarat 
Government, and the Members of 
Parliament and the Members of the 
Legislature of Gujarat State, and that 
is regarding the expeditious taking up 
of the Zhund-Kandla railway line. 
The whOle of Gujarat feels that this 
line should be taken up expeditiously. 
If at all Kandla port is to be develop-
ed, then this is the prOp6!r line which 
has to be laid. This is the feeling of 
one and all in Gujarat. It seems that 
some light has come to the Railway 
Board on this matter, and, therefore, 
I would say only this much about 
this line. I would request them to 
expedite the construction of this line. 

The next point that I would like to 
refer to under the Demand relating to 
the Railway Board is regarding the 
book-stalls on the railway platforms. 
You will find that there are about 434 
book-stalls on the rail way platforms. 
Out of these, the monopoly is given to 
Messrs. A. H. Wheeler & Co" who 
have got about 330 book-stalls. 

15'34 hrs. 

rSHRI THIRUMALA RAO in the Chiar] 

And Messrs. Higginbothams have got 
56, and Swedasmitrans have got 33, 
and Messrs. Gulab Singh & Sons 13, 
and the Gita Press has got six. It is 
a wonder in these days when we are 
talking of democratic socialism how 
monopoly has been given to one parti-
cular person enabling him to squeeze 
money freely. You will find that 
these people are paying only 3 per 
cent or 4 per cent or 5 per cent or 7 
per cent, but from the publishers 
they get about 40 to 50 per cent com-
mission. They get a big commission 
from the publishers. But what do 
they pay to the Railways? I think 
the hon. Railway Minister was inclin-

ed at one time to do away with mono-
polistic business, but something cllme 
in the way. .I do not know what 
came in the way. I would be very 
happy if the hon. Minister would 
throw some light on what came in 
the way. But it seems that· this firm, 
namely, Messrs. A. H. Wheeler & Co., 
have their origin in a very pious 
place of Allahabad, and this is how 
they are having a monopoly. When 
we are talking of democratic socia-
lism, why not distribute these book-
stalls to poor persons? You can have 
three hundred persons instead of just 
one or two men, but that is not being 
done. I hope that will be done. 

I would refer to one other very im-
portant thing in this connection. A 
letter was written by a Member of 
Parliament, and the reply was given 
by the hOIl. Minister on 6th August, 
1962. It was a letter containing a 
request for permission to be allowed 
to put up a stall at Jalgaon. But the 
reply says that no other books or 
periodicals would be allowed to be 
sold and only those persons would be 
allowed who wanted to have the stall 
to sell their own books or periodicals 
or their own publications On a no-
profit basis, and that should be done 
by philanthropic institutions. So, v.e 
find that they want philanthropic 
institutions. But on the other side, we 
find that. monopoly has been given to 
just one or two men. 

I do not know whether there is 
some agreement with the firm of 
Messrs. A. H. Wheeler & Co" or the 
other people to the effect that nobody 
else can sell any newspaper on a rail-
way platform except these mono-
polists. If somebody els!,! is allowed 
to have stall, then they can sell Dilly 
their own publications and no other 
publications, and they cannot sell 
newspapers at all. This is too much 
in these days of socialism, and if at all 
we are sincere in the ideal of socia-
lism, let us stop this exploitation. 

I would submit that there should 
also be a way-bridge near Kalol. 
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That is a highway with very heavy 
traffic. Now, oil tanks are also r.Jn-
ning on that route, be.;ides so many 
cars and so many trucks, and the rail-
way level crossing remains closed for 
most of the time, with the result that 
these trucks etc., have to waste time 
waiting for the gate to be opened. Is 
it not proper to have a way-bridl. 
there, somewhere near Kalol? I would 
request the hon. Minister to look into 
the matter, and he will find that this 
is justified because the traffic is very 

'heavy there. 

Now, I would make some reference 
to small stations. Everybody talks of 
big stations and big cities only, and 
we find that new railway stations are 
coming where there were gOOd old 
one~ in these big places; it seems that 
because they are big cities they must 
have new railway stations. I do not 
want any new railway stations for 
small towns, but I wan't only a shed 
for the protection of people from heat 
and rain. I would plead for the cons-
truction of a shed at Katosan; about 
thousand of passengers are using that 
station. Then, there is need for a 
shed also at Bechraj'ee where there is 
a temple, and thousands of people use 
this station .also am yet there is no 
platform shed at this station. U at all 
we are to provide amenities, these are 
the stations which deserves those 
amenities. 

In conC'lusion, I would say a word 
about the metre gauge, broad gauge 
and the narrow gauge. I am the 
opinion that there should be only one 
gauge. I would suggest that first of 
all, we may connect the State capitals 
with the Centre. For instance, you 
will find Ahmedabad and Jaipur on 
the metre gauge. Why n'ot connect 
Ahmedabad with Delhi by a broad 
gauge line? Let us make a begin-
ning. The time taken even by a 
mail train from Delhi to Ahmedabad 
is 26 hours. This is too much. When 
J requested the Deputy Minister to 
give one train more between Ahme-
dabad and Delhi, he said there is 
heavy load on that side and he can-
not do it. !if that be So, if overcrowd-
2213 (Ai) LSD-7. 

ing is there, if heavy goods t1'8ffic is 
there, I hope this question will be 
considered. 

Dr. L. M. Slnghvi (Jodhpur): I am 
sorry that even after the disarmi·ng-
ly genial and persuasively sincere 
performance of the Railway Minister, 
we still have to seek satisfaction from 
him 'on specific matters of policy as 
well as performance. That is the 
custom of this House, and lam sure 
that when we raise these issues-
some of these have been raised be~ 

fore-we will be able to elicit greater 
C'iarifica.tion from the Minister when 
he rises to reply to the debate on 
this Demand. 

My cut moti'on is specifically in 
respect of 'ambiguity, equivocation 
BIld uncertainty in the matter of re-
organisation of zones, and failure to 
undertake changing of metre gauge 
to broad. gauge on an extensive 
scale'. I am happy that the Mini~ 
ter has assured us that he WOuld like 
to consider the first matter in the 
context of perspective planning, ill 
the context of our requirements ten 
years ahead. I think it is necessary 
to do so in order to arrive at a 
balanced estimates of our require-
ments in the matter 'Of reorganisation. 
1 am also happy that he has pointed 
out the tremendous amount of e. .. -
pense that reorganisation of zones in-
volves, and has given the assurance 
tha,t reor,anisation would be based 
mainly 'On the criterion of operation-
al efficiency. I would, however, like 
to question him further in respect of 
the agency to which he has entrusted 
the task of assessing continuously 
the perspective requirements of zonal 
reorganisation. I would like him t'O 
tell us as to how he proposes to keep 
hi!! hands on the pulse of require-
ments in the matter of reorganisation 
of Z'ones, whether it is only a hardy 
annual in the debates in the House ryr 

It is going to be looked into by t11~' 
Minister in his usual, accustomed, 
thorough manner. 

I would like to mention my sense 
'of regret and despair in respect of 



Demand8 FEBRUARY 28, 19640 for Grant. 
(RaiZ,D411B) 

[Dr. L. M. Singhvi] 
railway exparulion, or In other words, 
In the matter of laying new railway 
lines. Particularly in the part of the 
country from which I hail, I 
find that railways have scarcely 
added even an inch of extra 
running track. There has been very 
little expansion dter the good old 
princely days; I should like to reDeat 
anci underline that expression 'good 
old princely days' becaUSe that ill 
what people in my region say . . . 

Shri S. V. Ramaswamy: Is it Rajas-
than? 

Dr. L. M. Smghvi. ..... that even in 
tile princely days the railway~ had 
done exceedingly well, and they had 
made great strides particularly in tile 
State of Jodhpur. I feel that in t.':!e 
field of railway expansion, the poli-
cies have been peculiarly unimagina-
tive, inhibited and lacking in initia-
tive. It is true, as the Minister says, 
that even C'onversion from metre 
gauge to broad gauge has to be decid-
ed on the basis of traffic offering. 
Right enough, but the difficulty is 
tilat it is a vicious circle. In the less 
developed regions, where these faci-
lities of transport are not made avaii. 
able, more traffic 'offerings wia not 
arise, because traffic is created by 
greater opportunities for expansion 
and progress, and it is precisely be-
cause of lack of transport facilitil'~ in 
a region like West Rajasthan thal 
industrial expansion has fotmd tile 
biggest bottleneck. 

I would like the Minister and the 
railway administrati'on to consider 
afresh the various proposals in res-
pect of expansion of railw3Ys in 
West Rajasthan, as indeed ill other 
parts of the country. I can speak 
only about West Rajasthan, because. I 
know from personal kn'owledge that 
various new lines had been surveyed 
in the good old days, and yet in terma 
of railway expansion no steps have 
been taken. I would say . . . 

Shrj S. V. Ramaswamy: Is he 
having the Udaipur-Himmatnagar 
line in mind? 

Dr. L. M: Slnrhvi: Now that the 
hon. Deputy Minister has mentioned 
the Himmatnagar line, I want to say 
that these expansion were carried out 
largely as a consequence of political 
pressure Bnd patronage. The Himmat-
nagar line is the result of the pres-
sure from the Chief Minister who 
happens to hail from that region. 
There are many other equally merito-
rious proposals which have not 
received even half the attention from 
Government, and that is because 
there has not been enough poiitica1 
pressure to pursue those demands in 
respect of railway expansion. I 
Would like, particularly in the bord-
er areas of West Rajasthan, as indeed 
in the border areas of Assam, the 
railway links to be strengthened. 
expanded, increased, without refe-
renCe to the criterion of commercial 
feasibility. 

Sbri Warior (Trichur): That is the 
political line which I mentioned. 

Dr. L. M. Singhvi: I am glad Shri 
Warior supports me. 

Shri Dasappa: He does not know. 

Dr. L. M. Singhvi: The other day 
we heard the Minister speaking 
about shuttle trains. He said the 
effort would be to provide more and 
more shuttle trains. I had pointed 
out to the railway administration on 
an earlier occasi'on a section wher£: a 
shuttle train would be eminently 
reasonable and warranted, but it has. 
not been undertaken because either it 
happens to be represented by ueople 
in the Opposition, or because it does 
not have sufficient political backing 
from the State Government. I make 
this charge not against the rai!way 
administration only. As a matteI at 
fact, the charge is mainly directed 
against the State Government. The 
procedure which requires sponsorshlj) 
from the State Government, .md 
which lays great emphasis on such 
sponsorship is also wrong, becau.~e it 
is dter all to tilis Parliament that Ulf. 
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railway administration is basically 
responsible. 

Shri Dasappa: May I at once clear 
this point? We are not going to 
yield to any such political pres"ure 
from any Government. 

Dr. L. M. Singh vi: I am very glad, 
but in many cases in the past there 
has been consistent yielding to pre3-
sures from the State Governm~l1t. I 
am glad that the Minister is in a 
position now to say that such yield-
ing would not be permitted. 

Shrimati Renu Chaltravartty (Bar-
rarkpore): He is a new Minister now. 

Mr. Chairman: Does not the State 
Government represent the whole 
State and its interests? 

Dr. L. M. Singhvi: They are re-
presentatives certainly 'of the State, 
but they are afflicted by a malaise, 
the malaise which eats into the very 
vitals of the democratic systt:m and 
which is actually nullifying the very 
basis of the democratic system. 'Ille 
State Governments, structually 
speaking, are representatives (If the 
people, but when it comes to their 
functioning. we have found every now 
and then that they have acted ill 
complete repugnance and contrary to 
the best interests of the State as a 
whole. There is a tremendous 
amount of factional regionalism in 
the States. There are wheels \lIiilhin 
wheels, and it is only on the basis of 
this intra-State regionalism that tht-se 
demands are sp'onsored. 

Shrlmati Renuka Ray (Maida): 
They have to depend On popular sup-
port. 

Dr. L. M. Slnghvi: Yes, but it does 
not mean that . 

Mr. Chairman: The hon. Minister 
wants to c1ea·r a point. 

Shrl Dasappa: We are functioning 
in a democracy. To the extent that 

(jRaiZways) 
the State Government represe.."ltl 
popular will &nd opi'nion, every consi-
deration alld wevght will be given to 
its recommendations. What I was 
going to say is we are not going to 
fall victims to pblitical pressures, 
whether of an individual or a body. 
That is what I wanted to mak£ clear. 

Shri Nambia:r: Now he has correct-
ed and clarified the position. 

Dr. L. M. Singhvi: There is no doubt 
that all these statements are true and 
correct in their awn way, but the 
basic fact still remams that there has 
been very little expansion in the 
field of railways while thert! was 
ample expansion in the past, an:i this, 
many 'of us feel, is due to the fact 
that there is not sufficient State 
sponsorship. State sponsorship has 
been lacking because of political 
regionalism within the set-up of the 
State itself. I would not like to 
dilate on it any further. 

Shri Dasappa: Planning Commis-
sion has also a voice in these matt'!rll, 
in addition to State Governments and 
possibly representatives of th", pebple 
also who give their priorities tl" the 
Planning Commission and <0 us. 
Then it is hammered out. So, if he 
wants to ignore the State Govern-
ment altogether, I am afraid he WIll 
not be taking a very wise step. 

Dr. L. M. Singhvi: I would not say 
that they should be ignored alt.oge-
ther but at the same time I sugJest 
that even the recommenuation.; of the 
State Government if based 'on such 
regionalism should not be given pri. 
vileged status in the counsels of tne 
Railway Administration. 

A very important 
provided between 
Jodhpur. 

link must be 
JaisaJrner :md 

Mr. Chairman: The hon. Member 
must conclude his speech now, he is 
exceeding the time-limit. 
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Dr. L M. SiDghvl: There have been 
a lot of interruptions, Sir. "ihe Mi-
nillter should tell us what he "roposes 
to do about railway extlSnsion both 
in the western and in the ea~te1"n 
border areas, notably Rajasthan and 
Assam. He should give an a:;surance 
to this House about a massive pro-
gramme of research which s\tuuld 
be launched by the Railway Admm-
istration. Yesterday, I pointed out 
that the present programme is utter-
ly inadequate. For instance thHe is 
the failure of the Railways t~ pwvide 
an adequate system of dust-proo!.i.ng 
the C'ompartments. I¢ is a ticklish 
problem but I am sorry to say that 
no adequate solution has been fOLll:d.. 
I welcome the assurance by t.n~ Min-
ister in respect of acceleration of 
trains. For the first time, We I..ave 
the assurance 'of a Minister whc. say~ 
that he would not himself be satifled 
with the stock. routine assurance 
and replies. I am glad he is prepar-
ed to take a fresh look in the matter 
of accelerating trains. There are 
proposals made to the Railway bo.dmi-
nistration again and again but wc 
find n'othing but a stock. routine 
reply to these proposals. Oniy a few 
months back, I had the :>lea~ure of 
receiving Mr. Humayun Kabir, a Cen-
tral Minister, at Jodhpur and he said 
'the first thing that I am ~oing to do 
when I get back to De!hl it to tell 
Mr. Swaran Singh-t.'le Hail way 
Minister-Minister at that time-that 
this train should be accelerated. It 
could be done. I refer to Jodhpur-
Delhi Mails. 

Mr. Chairman: You should conclude 
now. There are so many han. Mem-
bers and more than four dayt h3VC 
already been taken. 

Dr. L. M. Singhvi: I am not res-
ponsible for taking four uay l. 

Mr. Chairman: I have to stiCk to 
the time-schedule. Please conclude 
your speech. 

Dr L. M. Singhvi: In passing I 
woul'd refcr to a sugge3tion about 

(Railways) 

berth reservations in seC'ond class: 
more ACC 3rd class deluxe CCllnpart-
men.ts should be put in. To neutralise 
rising prices, the Railway Adnunistra-
tion should seriously cons!ucr pro-
viding benefits such as openinl' of 
cheap grain sh'ops for the en!~'lQjleeB 

so that the monetary benefits confer-
red by the Administraticn may not 
be rendered illusory. 

Shrimati Renn Chakravartty: Sir, 
I would first like to greet the new 
Railway Minister and I hopc hE' will 
bring a fresh mind to many of the 
old subjects which We bring up as 
hardy perennials. The first p'oint 
which I would like to make is regard-
Ing these border areas. In the State 
of West Bengal, our entire railway 
system was thrown out of gear after 
partition, and even now, it is easier 
for us to ((a from North to South 
India than to go from the southern 
part of our State to the northern part 
of our State. As far as the maj':Jr 
obstacle for having the bridge across 
the Ganga, the Farakka barrage, il 
concw-ned that is a very long-term 
process and it is a problem which I 
do not want to raise just n'ow. But 
one point which I would like to urge 
is that in the border districts of West 
Bengal, the districts which border 
Eas-t Pakistan, some of 'our districts 
have been cut up between East Pak-
istan and West Bengal. For example, 
take the district of Dinajpur. East 
Dinajpur is in East Pakistan and West 
Dinajpur is in West Bengal. Actual-
ly, the headquarters of West Dinaj-
pur, Balurghat, still remains without 
a rail link at all. It is amazi·ng that 
when we have to go from Calcutta to 
Balurghat, we have to take first the 
Darjeeling Mail-not the 'other mail-
and go to a station called Tinpahar. 
From there, we have to take a small 
train to Rajmahal. and from there 
cross over in a ferry and then we 
have to take a bus-the State is run-
ning a bus service-and reach MaIda. 
At MaIda we have got to cross a river 
bv ferrv and from there We have to 
t~ke a bUs and then reach Balurghatl 
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Actually, this point has been dlSCu./S-
ed, and there have been many sur-
veys made, but somehow or other, 
something has happened, may be some 
poll tical pressure or not, I d'o not 
know-and this link remains undone. 
Alt.hough there is a broad-gauge rail-
way nearby, Balurghat still has not 
been connected through the broad-
gauge line with the rest of the State. 
Therefore, I would urge that since 
there is now a railway line 
linking up to MaIda, 
Balurghat should also be linked up, 
so that little by little we are able to 
link up all our district headquarters, 
especially to repair the damage which 
was done by partition; I would urge 
upon the Minister to look into this. 
There are many surveys also made 
about it. Somehow they do not get 
the priority. The State Government 
also on many occasions placed this 
matter before the Government, but 
we do not know where the snag lies; 
perhaps the Planning Commission is 
faced with more urgent problems. 
But now that the question of the eas-
tern sector, especially the border 
areas. has come into prominence we 
urge that this matter be fone 'into 
and given first thought. 

Then, I should lilte to say a few 
things about the suburban trains of 
Calcutta. Sometimes this House dis-
cusses the sorrows of the villagers, 
and the impression gaine.:f is that the 
big stations and the big c'tif'S and the 
people in those cities and those big 
stations are better oft'. But actually 
What happens in the big cit:es? I am 
not so aequainted with 80mbay and 
Madras, but eertainly I am very mueh 
acquainted with Calcutta. The pas-
8engers eome daily from 40 miles 
away; they get up early In the morn-
ing and leave their houses at about 
7 o'clock and come to the city which 
is 40 miles off. They work in the city 
all the day and go back sometimes by 
8 O'clock in the night. Those trains 
are terrifically crowded, as a 
result of whieh electrifiration has 
taken place now. We are having elec-
trification now. But then electrifiea-

(RaUways) 
tion has been a very slow process. 
Even now, the electrification on the 
Bongaon-Ranaghat section has Dot 
been completed. Some trains are 
running on the Ranaghat section, but 
there is yet a lot of difficulty. The 
passengers say that there does Dot 
seem to be any very gr!!at difference 
In the timing. The timing should have 
been shortened, and there should be 
much quicker running of these trains 
there. Actually, there is not a cer-
tain improvement. When having these 
electric trains, certain other 
lain other concomitants have to be 
looked into, especially in .. egard to 
these suburban trains; we must re-
alise how these passengers risking 
their lives, jump into the trains to 
catch them. In many of these stations, 
We do not have overbridges. For 
example, one of the heaviest stations 
is the Dum Dum junction and also the 
Dum Dum cantonment station. There, 
overbridges are long oVt!rrlue. The 
overbridges that are at Pl'esent exist-
Ing actually are not ade<;uate. There 
should be an overbridge at Dum Dum 
junction station and at the Dum Dum 
cantonment station also. Otherwise, 
what is the result? Peop'e have to 
cross the lines. We ourselves do it: 
when we go f~om the south-end, we 
actually have to cross the lines and 
go across the lines; sometimes we are 
going across the standinJ rakes and 
underneath them. We l'eally face 
these difficulties and sometimes there 
are accidents also in doing like that. 

Shrl S. V. Ramaswamy: Is it foot-
bridge or a road overbridg:i! that the 
hon. Member means? 

Shrlmatl Renu Chakravartty: I 
am talking about the nee-:! for foot 
overbridge for passengers. The 
Dum Dum Cantonment station 
and Dum Dum junction station carry 
the heaviest traffic on this suburban 
line. We have raised this matter 
several times in our consultative com-
mittees, but nothing seems to have 
been done. From 1951 it has been 
raised; again in 1955 it was raised. 
Now again it has been raised, but it 
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[Sbrimati Renu Chakravartty] 
seems to be getting again and again 
pushed on. 

16 brs. 

In Dum Dum cantonment station, 
big colonies have come up, schools 
and factoriell have developed. There 
should be an over-bridge from the 
outside, so that from the 
road itself, people can go up the over-
bridge and step into the platform both 
in the eastern and western sector. In 
Dum Dum junction station also, the 
need is for a foot-over-bridge on the 
50uthern side. 

The New Barrackpore station has 
expanded during the last 10 years be-
yond comprehension. Huge refugee 
colonies have come into being. There 
Is a girls' school on one side of the 
railway line and there is a boys' school 
on ~e other side. There is a big 
bazaar that has developed. All the 
time children are crossing over this 
railway line. There is no proper 
level-crossing even. It is much 
further up. So, there is need 
for a foot-over bridge. If that is not 
possible just now, at least there must 
be a manned level-crossing. for the 
kids who are going to the school and 
coming back. I have urged this on 
many occasioIUl. 

As I have been saying again and 
again, in many of the stations the 
population has grown because in Cal-
cutta, people are not able to get living 
space. The biggest run' is between 
Shyamnagar and Kankinarrah stations. 
There is a new area that has develop-
ed there called M~dalpara. The 
whole of this area which fOl'llIlerIy 
used to be a village has got a big 
propulation with lots of vegetable 
produce, etc. So, there should be a 
halt there. 

Baranagar, which is almost a part of 
Calcutta, is now on the Dakshineswar 
side of the approach to the bridge 
over Ganga. But really Baranagar is 
developing on the route to Barrack-

pore. So, there should be a second 
station there--eall it by whatever 
name you like-()n the route that goes 
to Barrackpore. This has been sur-
veyed, but up-to-date nothing has 
been done. 

Mr. Chairman: The hon. Member's 
time is up. She should try to conclude 
now. 

ShrimaU Renu Chakravartty: Yes, 
Sir. I have only one or two points 
more. 

I would take up one or two points 
about labour. My friends Mr. Alvares 
and Mr. Nambiar have already raised 
this question of DA for railwaymen, 
and the Minister has replied to it. 
But I am afraid he has to give some 
more thought to it. Unless this ques-
tion of DA is solved, the labour wiIl 
not be satisfied. It is said that until 
there is a 10 point increase, there can 
be no increase in D.A. What is this 10 
point business? If we see even the 
Government statistics, the quarrel 16 
between 2 or 3 points. The biggest 
quarrel is over the consumer price 
index. We know that in Maharashtra 
it has been proved that it was 29 
points above. There should be an 
enquiry into this. 

Coming to the price of wheat, it has 
gone up to Rs. 32. It is very sad, but 
I have to say that when we, people 
from rice-eating areas used to say that 
the price of rice is going up, our Min-
ister used to tell Us that we, Bengalis, 
are always eating rice and that is why 
the price is going up; there is plenty 
of wheat and if we take wheat, 
the price will fall. But 
when the price of what has gone 
up to Rs. 32, the poor wheat-eating 
area people are weeping and saying 
"The price of wheat has gone up to 
Rs. 32. Save the Bengalis; take away 
all the wheat from us; give us the 
rice and give them the wheat. Let 
the price fall." But we have not seen 
that. Neither you can do that nor 
you can control the price. Why 
should not the workers get the 
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increase in DA? I do not want to go 
into the details. Mr. Dasappa will 
know all that from the Railwaymen'. 
Federation. 

But the main thing is, those who 
are earning below Rs. 150 should have 
a cent per cent neutralisation. That 
is fair. It is no use countering this 
argument by saying that in our 
country the average earning is much 
les9-whether it is 31 annas or 
7t annas we need not quarrel on that 
point now. But at least the railway-
men who have given you good 
returns, who have given yOu good 
dividend and who have enabled you 
to pay to the exchequer, should have 
this neutralisation. As regards Class 
II and Class III at least Rs. 500 should 
be the minimum point up to which 
they should get dearness allowance. 

Then I come to the question of 
absorption and permanency of the 
railway electrification stafl'. A hU,ie 
number of workers have been work-
ing for the last three or four years on 
electrification right from Howrah to 
Moghalsarai and also on other sectors 
of the Eastern Railway and other 
railways. A big problem has arisen. 
We have been representing to Shri 
Ramaswamy on various occasions. As 
far as the CPC scales of pay are con-
cerned, they should have been given 
to anybody working for six months. 
That has not been done. Our friends 
of the Railway Federation have rep-
resented about it many times. We 
have also represented to the Minister. 
With regard to the railway electri1i-
cation staff a funy situation has 
arisen. New staff are being appoint-
ed and those who are already on the 
railway electrification job are being 
retrenched. At least there should be 
"first-come, last-go" or some sort of 
such a policy, and there should be a 
policy of ab~orptioTl and pennanency 
of the railway electrification staff. 
There is also the question of the per-
manency of the casual labour who 
have been there for more than three 
years. Under rule 149, already our 
Minister has said that he is going to 

consider this point and it is very very 
good. 

LasUy, on the question of compli-
mentary passes to class IV staft, I 
want to urge that there should be no 
discrimination. Shri Dasappa, when 
he was not a Minister and he was our 
colleague as an ordinary Member, has 
always stressed that we must plead 
on behalf of the poorer section of our 
people and that there should be no 
discrimination. If class II and class 
III staff can get complimentary pass-
es twice or thrice in a year after 
thirty years of service, why should 
not the class IV staff also get the same 
facility? I would urge upon the hon. 
Minister to look into this questioD 
and see that the privilege of having 
complimentary passes should be the 
same for Class II, Class III and Class 
IV stafl'. 

Shri V. B. Gandhi (Bombay Central 
South): Mr. Chairman, Sir, lately I 
have been reading some of our week-
ly papers, financial papers, papers 
like the Commerce of Bombay, The 
Capital of Calcutta, the Eastern 
Economist of Delhi and also A Review 
by the Federation Of Indian Chambers 
of Commerce. The general view 
held by these papers and organisa-
tions in respect of the Railway Budget 
is that the Railway Administration 
has not implemented fully the Rail-
way Freight Structure Enquiry Com-
mittee's recommendations, and also 
that the new addition of a supple-
mentary surcharge of 2 per cent 
should not have been made. 

On the first point, atter having list-
ened to the 'liPeech of the Deputy 
Ministry, Shri Ramaswamy, yesterday. 
and also of the Railway Minister this 
afternoon. r am now beginning to feel 
that, after all, the structure of our 
freight rates is scientificaly based, 
the basic rates are designed scientift-
cally and they take account of the 
principle of cost of service. So long 
as these new flat rate additions are 
made on percentage basis and so long 
as our basic rates continue as they 
are, they will properly reflect the 
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basic rates. Therefore, I do not think 
there is much in the contention of 
lOme of these newspepers. 

However, on the other point, that 
is, the addition of the suplementary 
surchage of 2 per cent. I am inclined 
to agree with them that this should 
not have been imposed. I am of the 
firm view, and I have expressed it 
before on many occasions, that in a 
planned economy like ours we must 
do everything to avoid any increase 
in the cost of production in the eco-
nomy. These sma,l increases here and 
there by way of railway freight and 
other charges have a pyramiding 
effect and their ultimate effect on the 
cost of production will come to quite 
a sizable figure. 

16.12 hrs. 

[MIL DEPUTY-SPEAKER in the ChaiT] 

I am not willing to agree with the 
way in which the Railway Minister 
presented the case by sayine that the 
addtion to the cost of an individual 
consumer of salt and such other things 
will be microscopic. Though to an 
individual it may be microscopic. the 
fact remains that the ultimate 
additional amount to be paid by the 
community will amount to Rs. 7'5 
crores. We cannot get away from 
that fact. 

Now I will take up the second 
point. I would like to say something 
about the contention ~t there has 
been under-estimation . of revenues 
and over-estimation of expenditure. 
I do not quite agree with the two 
Deputy Ministrs who have spoken on 
the subject who said that we ought 
to lump all the seven years together 
and that we ought to take the-revised 
figure in this case. In my view, the 
relevant figures for our purpose are 
the figures of the net surplus for the 
years 1960-61 to 1963-64. I have 
them with me and I will briefly state 
my cue. 

In 1960-61 the budget estimate of net 
surplus was Rs. 18'43 crores and the 
final figure was Rs. 32' 41 crores, i.e. 
an increase of Rs. 14 crores. In the 
year 1961-62 the budget fieure was 
Rs. 8'64 crores and the actual was 
Rs. 24'40 crores. an increase of HI. 
16 crores. In 1962-63 the Budget 
figures was Rs. 23'22 crores and the 
Actual was Rs. 42'46, that is, an ac-
tual increase of Rs. 19 crores. In the 
case of this particular year I do con-
cede that there have been certain 
abnormal conditions, like the very 
large transport of defence materials 
for our emergency purposes. But 
the size of the difference between the 
budgeted figure and the actual figure 
is still eloquent. As regards the 
year after that, already the Budget 
Estimate has increased in the Revised 
Estimate by Rs. 7 crores. 

Why are these figures which I have 
quoted more relevant for our purpose? 
It is because after all when the Minis-
try comes to this House asking for 
additional impositions, additional lev-
ies, increases in freight rates and so 
on, they base their case and their 
claim on these Budget Estimates. They 
say, "Here is the Budget Estimate and 
this is all we are likely to get; there-
fore, we need more". As I have said, 
my general case has always been that 
through these gradual increases in 
freight rates we are helping material-
ly the process of inflation in this 
country and these basic additions to 
freight rates are multiplied in their 
effect in the general inflation. There-
fore they should be avoided. 

~5I'~fq (~):~ 
~, ~ m;rn ~ ~ 111m W, znrfl' 
~, ~ tf1: mi ~ ;r q1ft ~ 
~'Ii'r~~~,'!f.!i~m 
~ l!f.l;r.r mea ~ ~ ~ If1: 
m <'n'A "'" ift;rr ~ ~ t mfiI; 
~~~~'m';;rr~~m 
~ ~;r If>1 q;mr ~ ~ I 
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Shri Narasimha Reddy (Rajampet): 
My cut motion is not like the rapier 
thrust of an angry M.P. but it is a 
gentle pat by a vegetarian like me 
with a blunted wooden sword intend-
ed to cure railway rheumatism. 

The hon. Min4ster of Railways, in 
hIs reply to the budget debate, was 
very emotional on behalf of the Rail-
way Board,,and I must say that I ap-
preciate him because he has so soon 
fitted himself into the role of a per-
fect administrator Who knows full 
well how to praise his subordinate in 
public and to chide them in private 
if they deserve it. But, however, he 
should allow us to have a fling at 
them now and then because that 
would keep them sharp and vigilant. 

My cut motiOn deals with the 
failure to provide proper amenities 
for the third-slass passengers. 

, lIailwallB) 
Of course, under this heading cornel 
overcrowding. This has been stressed 
over and over again, and I venture to 
say that it has lone deep into the mind 
of the Minister . 

But how is he going to tackle this 
question of evercrowdinl? Outwardly, 
to all appearances, it looks to me as 
though it is a physical impossibility at 
the present rate of population growth 
to solve this. But as human 
beings, we should try to do our 
level best. How are we going to 
do it? I would tell the Minister that 
it would not be possible for him to 
tackle this question by confabulations 
with his Railway Board alone because 
they may be lacking in the requisite 
resilience, imagination and elasticity 
of outlook, which are special properties 
of representatives of people, i.e. 
MPs. Let him constitute a joint com-
mitte of high railway officials who are 
in the know of these things and MPs 
representing various sections, and ask 
them to make a report. Once they 
send up their recommendations and he 
implements them when he presents 
his next Budget and when any Mem-
bers rise up to criticise him on this 
score of overcrowding, he can tum 
round and say 'Look here, I took you 
into confidence. We have all tackled 
this in a body and if we are not able 
to solve it at all, it is not due to any 
defect or negligence of mine; it is due 
to cau~ which are outside our 
control'. I would strongly suggest 
this course to him. 

Side by side with this, I would sug-
gest-I have already done SO in my 
speech on the Railway Budget pro-
per-that this can be tackled only by 
running shuttle trains between stations 
where there is heavy density of traffic. 
He can call for a report on all those 
sections havin, heavy density of traffic 
and see that as many shuttles as possi-
ble are rim there, because, as I have 
already said, at the starting points of 
big junctions like Calcutta, Bombay 
and Madras, the trains are always full. 
You may increase the number of trains 
by a dozen still they will be full. 
Hence this suggesetion. 
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Then amenities for third-class pas-
sengers hav/! to be carefully looked 
into. After all, all of us are third-
class passengers. As long as we are 
MPs we are able to travel in first· 
clas9, that is, upto April 15, 1967. 
Afterwards. we will have to travel 
third. 

Shri Yashpa! Sill&'h (Kairana): 
Only you and I. 

Shri Narasimha Reddy: So alI of us 
are interested in this. Even Shri Dasa-
ppa was saying that once when he was 
travelling third class, he could not 
find a seat, he had to manage somehow 
and so forth. 

Shri Dasappa: Not once. 

Shri Naraslmha Reddy: It is quite 
true that all of us will experience the 
samE' difficulties over and over again. 

I have already said that very often 
WE' do not find lights at nights In 
third-class compartments. Most often, 
in 99 per cent of r:ases there is no 
water in the lavatories. Even the 
lavatories at stations are very dirty 
and not at all clean. These things 
should be looked into and attended to, 
because the whole foundation of Gov-
ernment is the third-class passenger. 
What he thinks today will happen to-
morrow to the Government. So, I 
would request the Railway Ministry 
to take particular care of the third 
class passengers. We do not care a bit 
what happens to the second class or 
first-class passengers because we are 
here on the sufferance of the third-
class passengers who form the over-
whelming bulk of the population of 
India, and I will be doing a great 
injustice if I do not sufficiently 
stress this point about increasing the 
amenities for third-class passengers. 

The second point is about proper 
food in the dining cars and the abs-
ence of dining cars in the Grand 
Trunk Express from Madras to Delhi 
and in the train from Guntakkal to 
Secunderabad. The De Luxe which 
comes from Madras to Delhi has got 
a dining car attached to it from 

(Railway.) 
Madras, and it starts at about 4'30 
p.m. But the G. T. Express starts at 
about 11'30 a.m. That is not the 
time for people to take lunch. So, 
they have to take lunch somewhere 
on the way. Where are they to take 
lunch? They start at 11' 30, they can-
not take any lunch, they will 
have to take some useless stuft that is 
sold on the Gudur railway platform, 
and they will have to wait for their 
dinner at night at Bezwada. My hon. 
friend Shri A. S. Alva has mentioned 
how when he ordered his meal in 
Bezwada, instead of vegetarian food, 
he got mutton or fish soup. Such 
comic tragedies occur. The G. T. 
Express is a much more important 
train than the De Luxe. The De Luxe 
may have one big carriage for first-
class passengers, but the G. T. Ex-
press has got So many first-class 
~arriages and so many more third-
class carriages. I do not know how 
it is that On this important train a 
dining car is not attached from 
Madras up to Delhi. These are not 
things which ought to be men-
tioned by Members of Parliament or 
in respect of which pressure has to be 
brought On the railway authorities. 
[f only the mental tabernacle of the 
lower officials had been working in a 
normal, healthy manner, such things 
would not have occurred. I am so 
sorry to mention it, and I request the 
hon. Minister to look into these 
things. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: Shri Subbar-
aman 

.n.mm- '"".~ (m): 
;rnszm ~, ~ it w ~ <tmr 
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~~tl 
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Mr. Deputy-Speaker: The bell is 
being rung... Now there is quorwn. 

Shrl Subbaraman (Madurai) : I 
thank you very much for the kind 
opportunity you have given me at 
last to participate in this discussion. 

I congratula·te the hon. Minister on 
having presented a very good Budget, 
which is welcome on the whole in the 
House and outside in the country. 

A great fund of information has 
been given in the publications of Gov-
emment. They show vast improve-
ment and development in-all sides 
and sections of the railways. We all 
feel happy over it, but still there is 
room for improvement, as was admit-
ted by the hon. Deputy Minister 
himself yesterday. If we com-
pare our railways to the neigh-
bouring countries we will cer-
tainly have room to be proud but if 
we compare our railways to more ad-
vanced countries like England, Japan 
and America we have to do a lot to 
come up to their standard. 

Trains are run fairly in time. But 
the fastest train in the southern re-
gion, the Trivandrum Express is still 
running late by half an hour or one 
hour on most days though the rul1-
ning time was increased by 45 minutes 
or one hour. So, also goods traffic. 
The speed of the goods train should 
be accelerated. We read in the pub-
lications that there has been larger 
transport Of goods in the past year. 
But if you compare the traffic move-
ment of railways to road transport, 
we have to do a lot. Though road 
transport costs more, most of the 
people go in for it. I would like our 
Minister to pay more attention to this 
so that goods mav be transported 
more speedily. QTS is available only 
from big stations such as Madras, 
Bombay, Delhi and Calcutta. It mould 
be extended to commercial centres 
~ke Madurai and Tuticorin. If goods 
are booked from big city stations for 

(Railways) 

QTS -!or lone distances, that service 
should be available from and to sta-
tions. like Madurai. It is good that 
containers are available and I hope 
they wilI be fulIy utilised by the 
commercial people. 

I would like to say a few words 
about t.':!e maintenance of coaches. It 
need~ quite a lot of attention. About 
two mc;nths back, when I was coming 
to Delhi to attend the session· 
after the train left Trichi, all of • 
sudden I was woken up by water 
leaking from above. It wu 10 in 
some other carriage also. I contact-
ed the guard who said that I should 
wait till the train reached VilIu-
puram. Such is the condition of most 
of the carriages. I need not say 
anything about the bath rooms, as ] 
have said about them in the last 
speech on the Railway Budget. The 
fixtures were broken and there were 
leakages. I complained personally 
to the General Maneger of the South-
ern Railways about two months back. 
Immediately he sent one of his 
engineers along with me to inspect 
some of the carriages. I took him 
round and most of them, as I said, 
were leaking. were rusty and with 
broken fixtures. There were cobwebs 
also formed in most of the carriages 
and it showed that they had not been 
cleaned for at least a fortnight. 

I am glad that Government has set 
apart a separate research section. I 
would request the hon. Minister to 
carry on researches so that there may 
not be any dust. noise and heat in the 
carriages. We suffer very much owing 
to heat when we travel long distan~es. 
These difficulties should be avoided. 
The fittings and components and parts 
should be so manufactured or fixed 
that we feel less of the heat and there 
may be less of dust and noise. 

Shri S. V. Ramaswamy: Other than 
air-conditioned? 

Shri SubbarlUllllD: I mean the ordi-
nary class. l mould like to say a few 
words about the platforms and waiting 
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rooms. The bathrooms and lavatories 
there are not at all kept in good con-
dition. 1 know it is not only the 
mistake of the railways -but for want 
of public co-operation is also a big 
reason for such a condition of the 
bathrooms and lavatories in the plat-
forms. Anyhow, we should attend to 
this and educate Our public-passen-
gers and users-so that they may have 
a greater sense of cleanliness and 
social welfare. 

1 am glad a greater amount of 
money has been set apart for ameni-
ties. If overcrowding is avoided, that 
will be the first amenity that the peo-
ple would be enjoying, especially the 
third-class passengers. Our hon. 
Minister, Shri Dasappa, is one of the 
common men. He has associated him-
self with the common people so much 
that he does not need to be reminded 
of the difficulties and problems of the 
common man. He himself said that 
during his reply to the debate. 

Among the amenities, I would also 
suggest that more lavatories and wash-
basins are provided in the third-class 
coaches. 

I would like to say a few words 
now about the region from which 1 
come. Rameswaram is a big all-India 
pilgrim centre, but the trains avail-
.able to and from Rameswaram to cen-
tres like Madurlli are not at all satis-
factory. There should be faster trains 
so that if we want to go to Rames-
waram and Dhanushkodi, we can 
finish It in one day and come back. 
There should be more facilities at the 
waiting room at Dhanushkodi. One 
has to wait sometimes two to three 
hours at Pamban which is one of the 
corners of the island of Rameswaram; 
that should be easily avoided. A die-
sel engine can be used in the island so 
1hat these difficulties can be reduced. 

There are two important level cros-
sings in Madurai city: one at Subra-
maniapuram and the other at Meena-
kshi Mills. The Madurai citizens and 
'the municipality and representatives 
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of the public have been requesting 
the railways to construct bridges at 
these places. But we are sorry that 
nothing has been done till now. The 
overbridges or underbridges are ab-
solutely necessary in the interests of 
the city and the public. The growth 
and development of Madura! city is 
very much hampered for want of 
these bridges. If, for any reason. the 
construction of these bridges at Subra-
maniapuram is delayed I request the 
Government to kindly shorten the 
time of closing of the local crossing at 
Subramaniapuram. Sometimes, the 
crossing here is closed for as many as 
15 minutes. So, at least the closure 
time should be reduced. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker: The hon. 
Member's time is over. 

Shri Shree Narayan Das (Dar-
bhanga); Sir, there is no doubt that 
there has been all-round improvement 
in the working of the railways throu-
ghout the country. I have been asso-
ciated with the hon. Minister while 
working on the Estimates Committee 
and we have seen how hard-working 
he is. We expect that whatever re-
mains to be done in the working of 
the railways will be done in his re-
gime and alI will be satisfied. 

Though there has been all-round 
improvement in the working of the 
railways, a major portion of the im-
provements have gone to the broad 
gague system. The metre gague has 
been neglected. Whatever improve-
ments have been made on the metre 
gauge have been made on the main-
line. People who travel on branch 
lines suffer from all kinds of difficul-
ties and inconveniences. Just as there 
are backward classes and suppressed 
or depressed classes in our social 
structure, so also in the railways there 
are backward and suppressed areas. 
I hope the Minister will do justice to 
them, so that there may not be any 
dissatisfaction. 

Hon. Members have referred to 
overcrowding. That is a common 
disease. Whatever national wealth ill 
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created is being consumed by the in-
creasing population and per capita 
income is not increasing, as it should. 
So also in the railways the per capita 
accommodation is not increasing. The 
efforts made to provide more trains 
and coaches are being consumed by 
the ever-increasing population in the 
country. There are areas where the 
density of the population is very high, 
the highest in the country. I would 
draw the attention of the Minister to 
North Bihar, where the density of 
population is very great. The trains 
are not large in number and there are 
no adequate coaches. The travelling 
public have to experience much diffi-
cu:ty due to overcrowding. When we 
travel, we have to hang our lleads in 
IIhame, because people say, "Look here. 
We are paying so much as fare, but 
we have ·no place to sit." We cannot 
give any reply to them. So, this must 
be looked into. 

As there is not much time, let me 
turn to some local grievances which 
deserve attention. The first question 
is the remodelling of the Laharia Sarai 
station on the Samastipur-Narkatia-
ganj line. It has been taken up, but 
no progress is being made. We are 
told that there is some hitch in acquir-
ing land belonging to the State Gov-
ernment. We want the Minister to 
exert his influence, so that that hurdle 
may be removed and that work can 
progres~. That is a very important 
station, being the headquarters of the 
district and the work has been delayed 
tor long. On the south of that station, 
there was a level crossing for a very 
long time since the beginning of the 
railway. Agriculturists and peasants 
who have to go from this side to that 
side for their work have been using 
that level-crossing. but that level-cros-
sing has been closed and no other ar-
rangements have been made for the 
persons residing on both sides of the 
line to go from one side to the other. 
A representation has been made by 
the local people that a little beyond 
that station, another level-crossing 
3hould be provided. I think the hon. 
Minister would give attention to this. 

I, 

The people of North Bihar are very 
grateful to the railways because they 
have provided the Rajendra Put. The 
construction of this bridge will help 
commerce and trade very much. 
There is no doubt that we have bene-
fited much. but the construction of 
this railway bridge has made the 
journey not a bit easier. The time 
taken from Patna to Darbhanga is the 
same as it was before. Even the 
trains that pass through the Barauni 
Bridge, even the express trains with 
direct carriages, even the Mithila Ex-
press from Howrah, stop at every 
station and the time taken from 
Barauni to Darbhanga is 4 hours 
whereas from Delhi to Barauni it Is 
20 hours. I would like the hon. Minis-
ter to look into this matter so that the 
time taken for this distance may be 
reduced. 

With regard to catering arrange-
ments, as I have already said, much of 
the improvements that have been 
effected are on the main lines. (b 
the branch line at Samastipur the 
catering arrangement has been taken 
over by the Railways. But we see no 
improvement there. Sometimes the 
bearers do not have glass tumblers, 
sometimes they do not have enough 
spoons. Whenever we ask them they 
say that these articles are not supplied 
by the department. I was recently at 
Tundla station which is a big junction. 
,Some five or six persons were there 
in my compartment. They were not 
provided with spoons. When the 
bearer was asked he said that the 
number of spoons supplied is very 
small, several complaints have been 
made and nothing has come about. I 
would request the hon. Minister to 
look into this. 

With re!(ard to sanitary arrange-
ments, although efforts are made to 
provide better sanitary arrangements 
at way-side stations also, there Is lot 
of scope for improvement at Stations 
beyond Samastipur i.e. Samastipur-
Narkatiaganj sections and other 
branch lines are not there. I would 
request the hon. Minister to look into 
this. 
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It is gratifying to note that the 
broad gagUe line has been extended 
from Barauni to Samastipur. But that 
line should be extended from Samasti-
put to Darbhanga so that in course of 
time that may go up to the tenni-
nus station at Jainagar. That is 
the terminus station of the railways on 
that side. That connects Nepal with 
this country and that is on the border. 
1 would request the hon. Minister to 
see that the broad gague line is ex-
tended from Samastipur to Darbhanga 
so that the people of that area may 
benefit by that. 

I would iike to mention two other 
points before I close. Sometime ago 
a survey was made to have a new 
railway line from Sakri to Hasanpur 
connecting two branch lines. There 
are some villages near about and the 
people of those areas have to travel 
about 18 to 20 miles before they can 
reach a railway station. This question 
also has to be considered by the Rail-
way Minister. The survey was made 
long long ago, during the British 
period. Since then nothing has been 
done. The people of that ilaka have 
been pressing us to take it up with 
the Centre so that the new line may 
be provided. 

Then, sometime ago a survey was 
made to connect Muzaifarpur to Dar-
bhanga. At present there is the 
Samastipur-Narkatia branch line. I 
would like to draw the attention of 
the hon. Minister to this fact that 
there is a distance of 24 miles 
between Samastipur and Darbhanga. 
Samastipur is the junction of 
three lines on this side w here-
as Darbhanga is also a junction 
of three lines on the other side. The 
passengers coming from three railway 
lines on this side and three railway 
lines on the other side are carried by 
a single track between Samastipur and 
Darbhanga. I would therefore sug-
gest that either a broad gague line 
should be provided between Samasti-
pur and Darbhanga or the traek bet-
Ween Darbhanga and Samastipur 

should be doubled so that more train. 
could pass through them and over-
crowding may be avoided. 

Another point I want to stress ill 
about the Lona Road Flag Station. 
From the very beginning-I do not 
know from when-this has remained a 
Flag Station. Only for a few seconds 
the trains stop there and there is also 
only one single line. There was a 
proposal that Lona Road station 
should be transformed or converted 
into a regular station and other ame-
nities should be provided to thd 
station. I think that should be done 
at an early date. 

Lastly, I want to stress one point. 
People have been making complaints 
about t.'le working Of the Railway 
Service Commission in the r~ruit
ment of class 3 employees. So, I 
think the working of the Railway Ser-
vice Commissions shOUld be rev ito wed 
and examined to see whether tht'y are 
functioning well and whether the 
complaints made are justified or nOt. 
If they are working well, I would ~ug
&e-st that some more public ~ervice 
commissions should be created in the 
railways. According to my info:mp-
tion, there are at present only four 
commissions. I suggest that there 
may be 6 or 7 Commissions so that 
those who have to appear before the 
Commission are not inconvenienced 
very much. I will conclude with 
these words and I hOPe that whatever 
suggestions I have made will be look-
ed into and will be given effect 10. 

'" ~ If!'~ : \3'IlT~~, 
~ ~ if fm;n:rcr 'li'r ~ f<r. f<rmfT 
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<:fifT ~ I ~ l1;<r. ~ ~'f>1 ~;rr 
~ ~ I Wi<: Cf'm't ~ if ~ 'f.11 
If.<: ~T ~ en- ~ fiRT fC"R: <r.T llIcfT 
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16.59~ hrs. 

BUSINESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

TwENTY-FOURTH REPoRT 

Shrl P. R. Patel: Sir, I beg to pre-
sent the Twenty-fourth Report of the 
Business Advisory Committee. 

1'7.110 IIrs 

The Lok Sabha then adjourned till 
Eleven of the Clock on ThuTsdull, the 
27th Februarll 1964/Phalguna 8, 1885 
(Sukc:). 
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