
BHADRA 30, 1886 (SAKA) Railway Accident 2; 64 
at Kaithalkuchi 

12.28i hl'8. 

STATEMENT RE DEFENCE MINIS-
TER'S VISITS TO USA AND USSR 

The MinIster of Defence (Shrl Y. B. 
Chavan): Sir, this statement is a brief 
repol·t for the information of Parlia-
ment. ... 

Mr. Speaker: How long is this brief 
report? 

Shri Y. B. Chavan: It will take 15 
minutes. 

Mr. Speaker: He may lay it on the 
Table of the House. 

Shri Barish ChaDdra Mathur 
(Jalore): It is an important state-
ment, Sir. and We would like to heor 
him. 

Sbri U. M. TrIvedi (Mandsaur): We 
would like to have it read. 

Mr. Speaker: I have no objection. if 
that is the desire of hon. Members. 
He sayS that it will take 15 minutes. 
If the copies are circulated to all hOIl. 
Members, they will be able to read it 
and afterwards if some clarification is 
required I can allow them time. 

Shri llari Vishnu Kamatb (Hosh-
angabad): Tomorrow. 

Mr. Speaker: It is for them to de-
cide as they like. 

Shrt Bhaawat She Azad (Bhagai. 
pur): Since this is an important 
statement we would like him to read 
it. As in certain cases you allow 
st?tements to be read, I hope you 
Will allow this also to be read. 

Mr. Speaker: For 15 minutes .... 

Shri Bharwat Jba Azad: If you rule 
that you will not aHow statements 
which will take 15 minutes or more 
to bp read, that is . another thlnlr. 

Sbri Vidya Charan Shukla (Maha. 
IBmund): If after reading the state .. 
ment, you will allow questions it may 

be read, otherwise it may be laid on 
the Table. 

Mr. Speaker: When it is laid on the 
Table, Members will get their copies, 
they can read it and then put ques-
tions by way of clarification. If the 
House so desires. I have no objection 
in having it read now. 

Shri Banumanthab'a (Bangalore 
City): Your suggestion is very help-
ful to us, 'becaUSe afterwards we can 
put questions. 

Sbri U. M. Trivedi: That is what we 
want. 

Shrl Bem Barna: If we will not be 
aHowed to put questions now, then 
this suggestion is very helpful be· 
cause We can go through the state· 
ment and then put questions. 

Mr. Speaker: That is what 1 have 
stated just now. He miiht lay it on 
the Table. 

Shri Y. B. Chavan: Sir, I lay it on 
the Table of the House. [Placed in 
Library. See No. LT-3l88/641. 

12.31 Ms. 

STATEMENT HE: RAILWAY ACCI-
DENT AT KAITHALKUCHI ON 
NEF RAILWAY 

The Deputy Minister in the Minis· 
try of Railways (Shri Sham Nath): 
Sir, with profound regret I have to 
inform the House that on 19-9-1964 
at about 18.45 hours, at Kaithalkuchi 
station on the Alipurduar Junction-
Gauhati section of Northeast Frontier 
Railway, train No.5 Up Kamrup Ex-
press entered platform line No. 1 and 
collided head-on with the Down 
Gauhati-Lucknow Express which had 
been admitted on that line a short 
while earlier. 

As a result of the collision, the 
train engilie of Kilmrup Express de-
railed and capsized, the third-Iug-

r 
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[Shri Sham Nath] 
gage-cum-brake van next to the 

'engine derailed and capsized and the 
following two bogies--a third clalS 

'and an upPer class-got derailed and 
telescoped. The engine of the 
'Gauhati-Lucknow Express sustained 
damage and the front third-Iuggage-
'cum-brake van of this train also got 
derailed and telescoped. The second 
bogie from the train e~e, a third 
,class carriage, was also darnagl'd. 

Nine persons including two Raii-
'way employees were killed. on the 
spot. Thirty-five persons, including 
the Driver and the two Firemen of 
5 Up Kamrup Express sustained in-
juries. Twelve of the injured after 
'being given first aid on the spot re-
sumed their journey. The remainin~ 
twenty-three were sent by t.he Rail-
way Medical Van to Gauhati for 
medical treatment. One of the in-
jured in the Medical Van succumbed 
to his injuries on the way. The re-
'maining twenty-two persons were 
'admitted in hospitals, some in the 
'Gauhati Medical College Hospital 
:and others in the Railway Hospital 
at Maligaon. According to the latest 
information, eight persons have been 
discharged. 

Immediately on receipt of informa-
tion about the accident, Medical Vans 
and Relief trains from Rangiya and 
Alipurduar Junction, and other medi-
cal aid were rushed to the site. The 
General Manager and other Senior 
Officers of the Northeast Frontier 
Railway also proceeded to the site to 
.upervise the relief operations. 

The unaffected portions of the two 
-trains were despatched to their res-
pective destinations with relief en-
'gines after some detentions. 

Ex-gratia payments to the next of 
kin of the deceased and to the injur-
ed have been arranged. 

A Member of the Railway Board 
flew from Delhi on the t:1orninl ot 
20-9-1964 to visit the injured and the 
aite of accident. 

My colleague Dr. Ram Subha, 
Singh, Minister Of State for Railways, 
would also ,be visiting the injured in 
the hospitals at Gauhati today. 

The Additional Commissioner of 
Railway Safety, Calcutta has com-
menced his statutory enquiry into 
the accident. 

Shr! Nambiar (Tiruchirapalli): In 
view of the fact tha~ frequent ac-
cidents of this type of head-on col-
lision are taking place, all ordinary 
enquiry by the departmental officials 
will not suffice. This is a serioU8 
accident 

Mr. Speaker: He might put the ques-
tion whether the Government is going 
to appoint .... 

Sbri Namblar: In view of !he tact 
that accidents of a serious nature like 
head-on collision are taking "'lace, may 
I know whether Government would 
inlltitute a judicial inquiry in which 
non-officials also may participate to 
see that such accidents do not recur 
in future? 

Shri Sham Nath: As a mntter of 
fact, accidents on the Indian Railways 
have been showing a downward trend. 
As regards this accident, the Addition-
al Commissioner of Railway Safety 
is already making investigation. After 
his report has been received and con-
sidered by the Commissioner and the 
Railwuy Board, this auggestion for a 
judicial enquiry might be considered, 

Shri Namblar: In this matter, the 
enquiry that ill being held ..... . 

Mr. Speaker: The answer ha~ coma. 
What more does he want? 

Shri Namhiar: My point is this. He 
I. putting the horse before the cart .. 
(laughter) . 

WTo'(fq~~ (~): 
~.~ ..... ~.! . , 
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'8~ NII.DbIarI I am IDrry. He is 
puttmg the cart before the horse. 

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member 
should not reverse the order. 

Shri Namblar: U the Additional 
Commissioner of Railway Safety makes 
the enquiry first, followed by the other 
enquiry. the officer wilI set every 
d.ocwnent in the proper order and hide 
the real or important cause of the ac-
cident. That is what they always do 
and that il exactly what we want to 
avoid. We want a proper iI.quiry to 
be held so that the truth n.ay come 
out of ft. . 

Mr. Speaker: He has put the ques-
tion and the reaction of Government 
has come. I cannot compel Govern-
ment to take a particular course of 
action. 

'8hri Hem Baraa (Gauhati): This 
unfortunate accident took place in my 
constituency. 

Mr. Speaker: We are very sorry; 
we all sympathise with the hon. Mem· 
ber. 

Shrl Rem Baraa: In \'iew of the 
fact that this unfortunate accident 
toOk place on the main line and the 
main line operates on. what is known 
as the interlocking system according 
to which. whenever there is a train in 
the line. the signals do not show off. 
how could it be possible to have this 
accident when a train was on the line 
and these signals did not show off? 

Shri Sham Nath: This was not an 
interlocked station. Sir. 

Shri Rem Baraa: May 1 submit that 
it is a main line and, may I submit for 
the in:formation of the hOll. l\fmister. 
that on all main lines the system ie 
interlocking system. Here nlso there 
is an interlocking system. 

Mr. Speaker: What S'hould I say in 
these circumstances? tIe should make 
further enquiries and then write to 
me ..... . 

1153(Ai( LSD-5. 

Shri Rem Baraa: 
constituency. 

It is in my 

Mr. Speaker: That is not enough. He 
may write to me that !;he .-wer given 
is not correct. Then 1 will call for the 
answer of the hon. Minister and then 
decide. 

,Sbrl S. M. Banerjee (Kanpur): 
would like to know from the hon. 
Minister whether the preli~inarY eD.-
qulry has shown that this is not a case 
of sabotage or anything like that. 

Sbrl Sham Nath: How can we saY 
that? Sir. probably. it is not: it ap-
pears to be a case of human error. 
Still. we cannot say anything unless 
we get the report from the Additional 
Commissioner. 

15ft' f1NIq ~ (~): It 
~ ~~ ~ fit; ~ ~ lIlT lfiR'UT 
;m tIT ~ ~ it mAT '!lmf lIlT ~ 

~I 

~ ~'t '"'" Ii-m (m) : ;;it 
~1!t~.m~~~~;m~ 
;tt iI>1f ~ ~ lIlT fir.m: fiI;lrr ~ t ? 

"SQ''' ~)'{Q' : ~ ifi1!:T ~ fit; ~ 
~~ I 

I5ft'IIl (lfroT'l';f) :;pff ~"~ fit; 
fit;~~iti~~~~ttT 
~q;:~:;f\'~~mitll~it~ 
mt t? 

-tI t1'PA11I': t'tm IfiTf iffif ~ ~ I 

;;qff t!:" ~ gm. ~ iF ~ ~ ~ 
~ fuft!I; qt ~ iff I 
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~ ~ (f~) : if ;it.'!mmt' 
~~,ifllTm~~~~ltIT 
~ ~ W< lIT ~ "'''''''Ifoo ltIT 
\jijl<l&I.,1 W< ~ ~ ~ ~-~ 
<'I'11'f.t, ~ ~ ~ mm- <'I'11'f.t it; qnm: 
~~~ liflIT*"~~~ 
fit; ~ ~ ~rmrnr ifil ~ it; f<;ro: iflIT 

~~W~? 

eft """"": ~r <:Ai ~ 
ifiT ~ ~, ... <tit ~RI' ~ ~ m 
~w<~i1i~~~W~fit; 
~<:Ai~~,~~ifil~ 
fit;qr ;onif I ~iftft;I'!l: ~ ~ ~ 

~ ~ ~~~If.,iji ~ iFf srrmr.r 
fit;qr ~ ~ ~ I 

eft~: im~~errfit; .. 

~~m: ~ ~ iFf 

~~~fit;~it;~it~ 
~ ~ ~ fit; ~ m l:;;r ~ ~, 
~~ifiit~~~~~~ 
w< ~~ ~ifil;;"ll'Tif;'~it; 
f<;ro: ~~ 'flIT i!i7 W ~ ~ ~ 
~ ;it ~ ~ ~, ~ ifil ~ iifi<Jt it; 
f<;ro: ~ iflIT i!i7 W ~ ? 

'1'1 .,,,,1 : l:;;r iFf ~ ~ 'l'GU I 

'1'1 VI1'l';nrq: ~r <:Ai ~ iFf ~ 
t,~~~ifil~~~~ 
iifi<Jt~~if>'T~W~ I 

eft ~ ('Ilfrn'): lfIfT ~ ~ 
ij'fi'ffi'~fit;~~it~ if.r~ 
w< ~ ~ 0II'fiffl ~ ~, ~ ifil 
~~~~~~~T 
~? 

Shri Sham Nath: The question is 
not very clear; probably, the hon. 
Member wants to know the number of 
~ople to whom ex-gratia payment has 
been made. I have not got that 'igure; 
but. 1· think, all the people who were 

Kaithalkuchi 
entitled to such· payment have beeA 
given ex-gratia payment. 

"" 'l'ft1'" : itt ~ ifiT ~ ~ 
~tl 

~~m: ~ ~r t til; 
~ IfTij' ~ iiilT ~ I 

eftllmf\'~~ (~): '!l:1f~ 
,,,,,<114<1 ~ ~ ;;IT ~ ;rn f.t;it f 
~ ~~ ifil ~ it; f<;ro:, ~ ;;n;:RT 

~aT ~ fit; ~ ~ it; m:r..- it 't<W 
mtiif(e'hl ~ m E4Tif <:lim ~ 
~T? ;;IT <im ~r ~ m ~ ~ <t4T 
~ fu;:rr.-cr~) m: t fit; ~ m~..w 
~ ~ ~r-iji~r it; ~ ? 

eft """"" ~r Cfiji ~ 
~~ ~ iFf ~ ~, ~ 
~ m f~W;i ~ ~ ~ \jlf'r 

fit;qr ~ <:~r ~ I f.ircA' <im 1f~ ~ 'I'R 
~<im~~~,~~ 
f~ W'l'T 'Jcf~ ;:r;IT ~ I 

eft ~T U'f 'f<' : ~ lf~ ;;n;:m 
~r err fit; ;;IT ~rcr 73'ij' ijiitit it; f 
~ ml:l'l'<: ~ ~ ~)Ift ~~ if@' ? 

'1'T,,",,",,: lfil: m ~~~ ~ Ai 
~~ ~ IIl'T ;;IT fuCfirror ~, ~ 
~ <:V i!i7 ~1'lfU ~ I 

Shri P. C. BOrooah (Sibsagar): Kay 
I know whether the ~i>eed of traiDlI 
in the Assam section of the North-
east Frontier Railway is a little over 
10 miles an hour and. it so, may I 
know whether in this caSe the speed 
was more and that is why this 
accident occurred? 

8br1 Sham Nath: One train was 
stationed at the station, while the 
other train coming from tile other 
side collided with it. There was DO 
quest!ian of speed being more thaD 
what it should have been, and caua-
ing by itself the accident. 
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SIarI P. c. Borooall: May I know 
whether the aver~e speed i& only 10 
miles per hour? 

SbrimaU Savltd Hiram (Banda): 
May I know how far this is correct 
that the number fit the killed persons 
as stated by the Minister is not cor-
rect and that, according to the num-
ber given in the various newspapers, 
the number of casualties was mllcl:1 
more and also how far this is correct 
that the driver of the train .... 

Mr. Speaker: She expects the Minis-
to answer how far it is correct that 
the answer of the Minister is not 
correct. 

Shrlmatl Savitri Nigam; I draw the 
attention of the Minister to the news-
paper report where it is stated thnl 
1ate number of casualties is more. 

Mr. Speaker: She ought to ha;re PLt! 
it in that manner. 

Shri Sham Nath: I have not seen 
any newspaper report in which the 
number at people killC!d or the num-
ber of persons injured is more than 
what our report says. I am sure that 
the number of people originally killed 
was 9 only. 

Mr. Speaker: It is 10 now. It was in 
the papers today that it hilS gone to 
10 now. 

Shri Sham Nath: Yes, Sir, it is 1~ 
now, 9 plus 1 who? died in the hospital 
Originally, it was 9 only. 

tJf\'1!0 mo ~ (~): W 
~ <tT fui'Ii lIfiiI' q<f; ~ <tT ~ 
~? 

11ft ~ : arg<r ~m~ I 
It ~ ~ for; ~ fim;r~ fTq')t ~ 

~ ~ <tT ,,~ <tiW ~ ~ 
it;~m~1 

1U. bra. 

STATEMENT BY MEMBER UNDER 
DIRECTION lUi 

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath (Hoshan-
gabad): Mr. Speaker, by your leave, 
Sir, under Direction 115, I wish to 
point out an inaccuracy ill 'l statement 
made by the Minister of LIIw on the 
10th of this month. 

On that day, in response to a Calling 
Attention Notice regardmg the Elec-
tion Tribunal's verdict on the elec-
tion to the Lok Sabha frOm Gonda 
Parliamentary cOIl/Stituency of uttar 
PradeSh during the general el<!ction~ 

of 1962, the Law Minister made a 
statement. In reply to a question rais-
ed by me, you were kind pnough to 
reinforce the query I put "What 
about the letter of Shri Jawaharlal 
Nehru? Has any action been taken on 
it?" .... the Minister went on to say: 

"The present Prime Minister, 
who was Home Minister then, and 
our late Prime Minister were ap-
prised of the allegations concern-
ing this election. I met the late 
Prime Minister and informed him 
myself. I went to the present 
Prime Minister with the Chief 
Election Commissioner. These 
allegations were communicated to 
both the present Prime Minister 
and the late Prime Minister by 
the Chief Election Commissioner 
and by myseU. Thereupon the late 
Prime Minister had written a let-
ter informing the Chief Minister 
of U.p. about the seriou~ allega-
tions whiCh have been ma,le and 
expressing his concern. Thi! reply 
has already been published ill li.P. 
by the Chief Minister .. _ " 

Then, I asked him: 

"May I request vou, Sir, in view 
of the gravity of the matter, to 
direct the Government to lay on 


