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The motion was adopted.

49*

Mr. Speaker: Tie result of the
Division is, Ayes 258; Nos 97.

The Motion was adopted.
Mr. Speaker: I declare that Shri S 

V. Krnhnamoorthy Rao has been 
chosen as Deputy-Speaker of this 
House.

Dr. Renen Sen (Calcutta East): Let 
him appear before us so that we can 
see him.

Mr. Speaker: Shri Krishnamoorthr 
Rao might comc and occupy his seat 
so that'hon. Members might have a 
look at him.
(Shri S. V. Krishnam aorthy Rao then 

occupied  the D eputy -Speaker feat 
in the H ouse.)

wft v i^garrt h**

srr^?rr f. far w r  ’Em
* r r ^ r  <srh: f l N ' t

f r q r  ^  t * tpt h  ?r*fr aw

TfrnTJr ’fr m  t  i w?
fjpft ■»ft 3 -tt fam 3rTm, wtr 

hth jft »r̂ crr «rr i f*r vffnt
gfarn <frr o t r  xm  srPTT i

?*r *Tt*r w  ^  ^  ^  f t ?  
«nn< n^htn : $  t

^Frrfcrr ff i 
«ft fwnjfer tt* w  % toft

rm  m ** (srrcrrst): 
??. vr 5 t̂t erfjfTT ^  k rH t
^  if  STtffT'T ?'r tth. t , I

12.36 hrs.

FELICITATIONS TO THE DEPUTY- 
SPEAKER

Mr. Speaker: I have great pLeasure 
in welcoming Shri Krishnamoorlhy 
Rao to this high office of the Deputy- 
Spsaker of this exalted House. I have 
known him for several years. He was 
a Member of the Provisional Parlia
ment also with us. Members are not 
unaware that he has been the Deputy 
Chairman of the Rajya Sabha for a 
very long time, as long as about ten 
years probably. He has had great 
experience as a Presiding Officer, and 
the duties that he discharged gave 
satisfaction to all parties and all 
groups. Now that he has come to 
this side we hope that with his rich 
experience and knowledge we shall 
have the benefit of his capabilities 
ana his equipment as the Presiding 
Officer of this Sabha. I am very glad 
that I shall have a colleague in whom 
I cab have full confidence, and I hope 
hop. Members would also give him 
full co-operation as they have pledg
ed to me.



With these words, I welcome him 
again to this high office that he has 
been chosen to new.
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Shri A. K. Gopalan (Kasergod): 
Mr. Speaker, Sir, first of all, I con
gratulate Shri Krishnamoorthy Rao 
for being elected as the Deputy-Spea- 
ker. Sir, I want to tell you that the 
contest was not on a personal issue 
but it was on an issue of principles. 
You might remember, Sir, that while 
congratulating you on your election 
as the Speaker I expressed the senti
ments of the Opposition that the rul
ing party did not consult the Opposi
tion and it would have been better if 
they had done so. I want to say that if 
on this occasion there had been con
sultation with the Opposition before 
the nomination was made, certainly. 
I think, there would have been oppor
tunities to see that there was no con
test. But even after expressing ou> 
sentiments the ruling party on the 
other side did not consult the Opposi
tion or even talk to the Opposition 
about the sentiments that were ex
pressed here. Of course, there was a 
consultation and the consultation was, 
as I understand it, because I did not 
attend that meeting, to say that we 
must withdraw. If after our giving 
the nomination they come and consult 
us and tell us that we must withdraw 
our nomination and then call it ‘con
sultation’, it is certainly unfortunate 
and it is adding insult to injury. 
There is already an injury and insult 
is added to it. I hope at least 
after this contest in the election to 
show our protest against non-consul
tation there will be consultation with 
the opposition in the future and some 
respect would be shown to the oppo
sition in important matters such as 
this. I want to assure Shri Krishna- 
moorthy Rao that this contest is only 
on a question of principle so that as 
Deputy-Speaker he may not be pre
judiced against us. I am sure, Sir, 
that Just «s you had acted as Deputy- 
Speaker, he will also see thait the 
right! and privileges at the members 
o f the ovport&m are upheld. I one*

1884 (SAKA) to the Deputy- 494
Speaker

again promise him all co-operation on 
behalf of my party.

Shri Surendranath Dwivedy (Ken- 
drapara): While I welcome Shri Kri
shnamoorthy Rao to this high post, 
I want to make it clear that this con
test does not mean any disrespect to 
him, either as a person or to the post 
he is occupying. I knew him perso
nally when I was a member of the 
Rajya Sabha. So far as thi  ̂ House 
is concerned, I think he will have no 
difficulties and he will adjust himself 
to the circumstances and shall be able 
(o establish healthy and good tradi
tions here. This contest was a sym
bolic protest on our part because the 
party in power is neither accommoda
tive, nor is prepared to extend its 
hand of co-operation in establishing 
healthy tradi ions in this House. 
Though we have no recognised oppo
sition partv as such, as the voting on 
this issue has indicated, the entire 
strength of the opposition is much 
more than ij required for recognition 
as an opposition party. Although we 
have failed to have a recognised op
position party in all the three succes
sive elections, for the good function
ing of democracy I think i', is neces
sary that port# like that of Speaker, 
Deputy-Speaker. Chairman of the 
Public Accounts Committee and the 
Chairman of the Estimates Commit
tee. pos's which are not controver
sial, should be made open to every 
member of this House, no matter to 
which party or group he belongs. We 
shouH always try to create such 
healthy traditions when we All up 
these important posts. The party in 
power should seriously consider now 
whether it is not time that at least 
the chairmanship of the Public Ac
counts Committee should go to the 
opposition. With these words, I con
gratulate Shri Krishnamaorthy Rao 
on his election as Deputy-Speaker of 
this House.

Shri Frank Anthony (Nominated 
—Anglo—Indians): Mr. Speaker, I
think quite frankly this situation is 
not only regrettable but embarrassing
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[Shri Frank Anthony] 
and could have been avoided. The 
decision of the Independent Group to 
join in voting against Shri Krishna- 
moorthy Rao was not easily taken; it 
was taken essentially in a spirit of 
resentment. If there are any two 
offices which should be above contro
versy, it should be the office of Spea
ker and the office of the Deputy- 
Speaker. I am not blaming anyone. 
The Leader of the House was ill.

We were all very glad when the 
Minister of Parliamentary Affairs was 
elevated to Cabinet rank. I think he 
is the person who commends himself 
to every side of this House. In a pro
file which I have written about him, 
I have referred to his walking his 
teettermg tight rope with perfumed 
artistry.

Mr. Speaker: References are being 
made now to the Deputy-Speaker.

Shri Frank Anthony: So far as the
Speakership was concerned, even 
there, as you know, we very unani
mously and heartily endorsed your 
selection. But not even the motions 
of elementary courtesy were gone 
through.

Shri Nath Pai referred to the con
ventions of the House of Commons 
and we purport to function as a Par
liament or democracy drawing neces
sarily some of our conventions from 
the British House of Commons. There, 
I think, the convention is that the 
Speaker is invariably inducted by 
non-officials and when there is no 
contest a member of the Opposition 
at least seconds the proposal. Here, 
as I said, that elementary act of cour
tesy was not even extended so far 
as the Speakership was concerned.

Shri Tyagl (Dehra Dun): Even the 
Party knew nothing about it.

Sfcrl Frank Anthony: So far as the
Deputy-Speakership is concerned, 
there also the decision appeared to 
have been comjAetely unilateral My

how. friend, Shri Tyagi, just now said 
that even his party knew nothing 
about it  There was routine approval 
of the party and that approval was 
projected into this House by the issue 
of a whip.

Shri Nambiar (Triuchirapalli): 
There is a danger of his expulsion 
from the party now.

Shri Frank Anthony: I feel that all 
this was quite unnecessary. If the 
hon. Minister of Parliamentary Af
fairs insisted on a member of the 
Congress Party being chosen, Tie 
could have come to us and many oof 
us would have said *Yes’. If he had 
insisted that this should be a Party 
appointment, we probably would 
have accepted it. We might have- 
had proposals of some other names 
from the Congress Party ot people 
whom we had seen function as Chair
men and we perhaps would have ac
cepted them so that there could have 
been unanimity with regard to this 
rather exacting office. I hope Shri 
Krishnamoorthy Rao will not feel 
that there was anything personal 
directed against him. We welcome 

him to this high office.
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The Speaker knows Hindi.
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Mr. Speaker: Perhaps Shri Krishna- 
moorthy Rao would like to say a few 
•words.

Some Hon. Members rose—

Shri Tyagi: Sir, I just want to say 
-a word. These elections, both of the 
Speaker and of the Deputy-Speaker, 
were not run on Party basis at all. 
Therefore there is no question o f 
•consulting one Party or the other. 
Names were suggested. Even my own 
Party did not pass a resolution that 
the Speaker will be our Party’s candl-
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date. That was not so You were 
not our Party candidate. You repre
sent the whole House. A selection 
was made and it was supported. The 
whole House then agreed.

I entirely agree with my hon. friend 
from the other side • that it would 
have been better for the Chief Whip 
if he had been pleased to consult the 
leaders of other Parties. If the 
motions for your or his election were 
seconded by the Opposition, that 
would have been more graceful, no 
doubt. But I may make it quite clear 
that it was not on the basis of Party. 
A proposal was made and as no other 
proposal came, things came unani
mously.

Some Hon. Members rose—

Mr. Speaker: I hope other groups
also have the same sentiments to 
express.

Shri Jaipal Singh (Ranchi West): 
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I made a very happy 
discovery last week that you and I 
belong to the same tribe of sports
men. 1 read you got your hockey 
blue in Punjab; 1 got it at some other 
place. So you will appreciate when 
I felicitate Mr. Krishnamoorthy Rao.

My name came into the picture 
very suddenly. I was an innocent 
lamb that was destined to be led to 
be slaughtered. I do congratulate my 
hon friend Mr. Satya Narayan Sinha 
on his elevation to the Cabinet rank 
whereby he is assured of that seat 
which I have always disputed pre
viously, as you know.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member
should only refer to the issue that we 
have before us.

Shri Tyagi: On a point of order, I 
would like to know whether any 
Member can point a finger?

Mr. Speaker: At least some mini
mum decorum should always be kept. 
I hope that these little things would 
not be referred to so often.

to the Deputy- 493
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Shri Jaipal Singh: Now that my
hon. friend Mr. Satya Narayan Sinha 
has been raised to Cabinet rank, he 
will have to show greater stature than 
he has done in the past. Well, he has 
made one mistake. We forgive him 
for that.

As far as we in the Opposition are 
concerned, it is a happy augury for 
ug that this is the first time in inde
pendent India that in Parliament the 
Opposition have combined, even 
unanimously, in voicing a point of 
view. This is a very hapjjy sign. I 
hope this would not be the only occa
sion where the Opposition would get 
together. But more than that, I hope 
the whip will not always be necessary 
on occasions like this. There are 
many things where there should be 
freedom—party or no party. I have 
it straight from the proposer, my hon. 
friend Shri Ram Subhag Singh. I 
know things might have been very 
different if certain courtesies had been 
shown us, as has always been men
tioned.

I do not know Mr. Krishnamoorthy 
Rao very well. Of course, I have 
seen him occupying the Chair in the 
other House, but I have no doubt 
whatever since he is an elder states
man, he will show that venerable 
dignity which is very very necessary 
in the Chair here. Sir, I congratulate 
him on his elevation and I do hope 
hereafter the Minister for Parliamen
tary Affairs would have learnt his 
lesson that he should always consult 
the Opposition.

We talk of establishing healthy con
ventions. One of the healthiest of 
conventions is that of the appointment 
o f the Chairman of the Public 
Accounts Committee. I have been a 
member of that Committee as also of 
the other, the Estimates Committee. 
We know the struggles we have had
lo regard to reports, the making up 
« f  reports. I do sincerely hope, and 
•X appeal to the Leader of the House 
in particular, it is about time he 
dianges his attitude in regard to the

Chairmanship of the Public Accounts 
Committee at least.

Sir, I do hope while we talk of 
national integration, emotional inte
gration, we shall bear in mind, that 
within this House itself there must 
be emotional integration, if parlia
mentary democracy is to prosper and 
flourish.

I, once again, congratulate Mr. 
Krishnamoorthy Rao.

Mr. Speaker: I would request Mr.
Krishnamoorthy Rao to say some
thing.

Shri Krishnamoorthy Rao (Shi- 
moga): Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am grate
ful to this august House for choosing 
me as the Deputy-Speaker. 1 am 
conscious of the high aims and 
objects that have been set before this 
House when you were elected Speaker.
I am also aware of the high tradi
tions and conventions that have been 
established in this House. I am grate
ful to you, Sir, and the Leaders of 
the Opposition for the warm welcome 
that has been given to me. I assure 
them that it will be my constant 
endeavour to uphold the high objec
tives and principles and also to main
tain dignity and decorum in this 
House. I assure them that every 
legitimate demand of the Opposition 
will be met. And to you, Sir, I assure- 
my fullest co-operation and allegi
ance. I thank the House once again 
for choosing me as the Deputy- 
Speaker.

12.5S hr*.

RAILWAY BUDGET—GENERAL 
DISCUSSION—contd.

Mr. Speaker: H ie House will now 
resume the general discussion of the- 
Railway Budget.

I  might also make this announce
ment that because the General Budget 
is to be presented at five o’clock today


