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CALLING ATTENTION TO MATTER 
OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

ESPIONAGt: ACTIVITIES DY Pt:RSONNEL OF 
PAKISTAN HIGH COMMISSIOl'f 

Shri S. M. Banerjee (Knnpur): I 
cal! the attention of the Prime Minis-
ter to the following matter of urgl'nt 
public importance and requesl tha<l 
he may make a statement thereon: 

The recent espionage activities 
by personnel of the Pakistan Higa 
Commission in New Delhi. 

The Minister or state in tbe MInIs-
try of External AiJairs (Shrimati 
Lakshmi Menon): On November a. 
at about 7 P.M, the Delhi Police 
apprehended one Abdul Majid, to-
gether with one Bijay Kwnar Bhatta-
charya, an Assistant in the office of 
the Deputy Financial Adviser to the 
Ministry of Defence. The two were 
taken to the nearby police station, 
where Abdul Majid disclosed that he 
had known Bhattacharya since March, 
1959, when he used to accompany 
Mohd. Latif Malik, a Second Sec-
retary in the Pakistan High Commis-
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.Ion, to Ram Lila Ground, where 
Malik used to meet Bhattacharya. 
Abdul Majid also stated that Bhatta-
charya used to visit the office of the 
Pakistan High Commission and, that 
Bhattacharya had also been introduced 
to Ghulam Haider of the Pakistan 
High Commission. Abdul Majid re-
~  that since February 1963, he 
had been meeting Bhattacharya quite 
frequently. During these meetings 
BhattacharYa had given him docu-
ment·s and other information for 
which he was being rewarded in cash. 

Abdul Majid was allowed to leave 
'he Police Station, when it was esta-
blished on the strength of an identity 
.ard issued by the Ministry of Exter-
Dal Affairs that he was a Pakistan 
cational working as a driver in til" 
Pakistan High Commission. Bhatta-
charya was placed under arrest, pend-
ing further interrogation and enqu'ry. 

During preliminary interrogation, 
Bhattacharya confirmed that he had 
had continuing contacts with Pakistan 
officials. He also confirmed that he 
had received fixed monthly rewards, 
as well as ad Iwc payments in ('1sh 
and kind, in return for his furnishing 

~  information to Pakistani 
officials. He n3med, in particular, 
driv('r Ab"lul Majid, Ghulam Haider 
and Second Secretary, Mohd. Latif 
JiIalik as his principal contacts h, the 
Pakistan High Commission. He also 
,ave information of the type of 
material which he had passed on to 
the Pakistan officials. 

On November 9, the Pakistan High 
Commission presented a note to the 
JiIinistry of External Affairs, com-
plaining against. what they termed, 
the ill-treatment of driver Abdul 
Majjd by the Delhi police on the even-
ing of November 8. The Pakistan 
Dote· alleged that the drivel' had been 
beaten up before he was taken to the 
Police Station and later he was 
!!tripped and searched in ~  Poliee 
Station. 

On November 12, the Commonwealth 
liJecretary lent for the Pakistan High 

Imjwrtance 
Commissioner and informed him of 
the circumstances under which a driver 
of the High Commission had been ap-
prehended by the Delhi Poli"e. The 
High Commissioner was told that 
since Bhattacharya in his confession 
before a Magistrate, had specifically 
named three members of the High 
Comm:ssion, the Government of India 
was constrained to request the Higb 
Commisioner to remove these three 
persons from Delhi within 48 
hours The Commonwealth Secretary 
repudiated the allegation that driver 
Abdul Majid had been beaten up or 
otherwi'e ill-treated. No pressure 
was put on the driver to induce him 
w make any disclosures, and he Wall 
allowed to go away as soon as he had 
established his identity. 

On November 15, the Pakistan 
Foreign Office requested our High 
Commissioner in Karachi to withdraw, 
within 48 hours, three officers ot al-
most identical rank, alleging that these 
officers had indulged in "organised 
espionage and subversive activities". 
Our High Commis,ioner W3P banded 
over a note in which these officers were 
named, it being said that G. R. 
Iyengar. a Second Secretary in 
our High Commission, ~  been 
devoting his time to "espionage 
and subversive activities since June 
1962". Our High Commissioner aC'-
cepted the note but Observed that the 
allegation made therein, were without 
any foundation or substance. and said 
that the action taken by the pakistan 
Government was clearly retaliatory. 
The Pak'stan official who received 
the High Commissioner said that the 
action taken against the IndiaI' officials 
in Karachi was independent or what 
had been done in Delhi. 

It wilI be recalled that in Septem-
ber 1963, the Government of India 
had been obliged to ask for the with-
drawal of the Air Adviser to the 
Pakistan Hilfu Comm'ssion in New 
Delhi and three others, on the basis 
of eertain o~ made by Pilot 
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[Shrimati Lakshmi Menon] 
Officer Shanna of the Indian Air 
Force. This was followed by retalia-
tory action by the Government of 
Pakistan, a whole week after the Pak. 
istan Air Adviser and others were 
involved in that incident. In the pre-
sent case, the Pakistan Government 
have once again taken retaliatory ac· 
tion, after the involvement of person· 
nel of the Pakistan High Commission 
had been discovered in espionage ac-
tivities. 

It is clear from the timing of the 
expulsion of our officers from . ~

tan the ranks of the officers selected 
for' expulsion, as also their numbers, 
that in both cases the Government of 
Pakistan was solely motivated by a 
spirit of retaliation and thl'ir action 
on both occasions was not based on 
the discovery of any unlawful aetivity 
on the part of the staff in our High 
Commission in Karachi. 

Shri S. M. BaBerjee: After these 
facts have been revealed to us that 
there are Pakistani spies in the Indian 
Air Forte and also in the Ministry, 
I would like to know what concrete 
steps have been taken to screen some 
of these agents, and what steps Gov-
ernment o ~  to take to tighten 
security measures against such people. 

Shrimati Lakshmi Menon: These 
things do happen even when ade-
quate security measures 'ife taken 
for ~ g ot officials, etc. In ~ 
case, as was pointed out, this has been 
going on for some time. And It is 
because of the security measures that 
we have taken that we are lble to 
detect such cases. 

Shri Da!! (Indore): In view 0; the 
incidents coming up on.! ~ another 
Is it the Government's view that this 
Is an isolated instance, or, is t.here 
a network ot Pakistani espionage 
gro·.ving, and in order to check that 
espionage network, what action has 
been taken against Pilot Officer ~  
and whether he has been 3ent to 

·court-martial or not. 

Shrimatl Lakshml Menon: I do not 
know what action was taken against 
Mr. Sharma. 

Mr. Speaker: That is a 
thing, but the rest of the 
might be answered. 

diffm'ell t 
question 

Shri S. M. BaBerjee: Last time, it 
was raised. 

Shrimati Lakshmi Moon: As soon 
as we come across an incident like 
that, the mechanism that we ~ at 
our disposal is put into actio!} and 
every care is taken to find Ollt whe-
ther'there is any ring or organisation 
engaged in espionage, and th'! result 
will be known in course of time. 

Shri Daji; She ~ not given the 
reply. My question was clear. What 
is the Government's conclusion about 
it and whether attempts have been 
made to check it. 

Mr. Speaker: The question was 
whether it is an isolated case, whe-
ther the Government conSIders this 
as an isolated case or ,':hether the 
Government finds that there is some 
ring or some conspiracy .:oing on in-
cessantly. 

The Prime Minister, Minister of 
External Affairs and Minister Of Ato-
mic Energy (Shri Jawaharlal Nehru); 
We have no definite proof of any ring-
ring means connected link3. ~  

there is some common micd behind it 
is another matter. But 30 far as w. 
can see, these are isola ted .:ases, no 
doubt motivated by common thought 
or common mind. 

Shrimati Lakshml Menon: Sir, 
might add that Mr. Sharma is bema 
court-martial led. 

Shri Balkrishna Wauik (Gondia): 
May I know, apart from Paki9tan, 
whether there are any otner countl'iee 
which are interested in our :;ecrets and 
whether Government are taking . any 
action in regard to them? 

Mr. Speaker: Here, it is the Pak-
istan High Commission. Shri Badt'. 

Shrl Bade (Khargone); Last time 
also, the Pakistan Government had reo-
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quested us to keep the matter secret 
for three or five days, and 'after keep-
ing the matter for five days; they had 
retaliated. This time also, ;l is report-
ed in the press that the Pakistan Gov-
~  has again requested us to 
keep the matter secret an':! then they 
have retaliated. When these conven-
tions are not observed by the Pakistan 
Government, may I know why we 
should observe these conventions and 
oblige them and then instigate them to 
retalia te tihe action? At the same 
time, why was the driver allowed to 
go, because the driver is not a mem-
ber of the embassy? 

Shrimati Lakshmi Menon: 'rile hor. 
Member is not correct when he says 
that Pakistan has ask"d us to keep it 
~ . There is a certain o ~ 

prescribed tor SUM cases. When a 
matter like this is brought tn the 
notice ot the receiving HIgh Commis-
sion, the High Commission of t.he 
sending Government i3 a3ked to witt-.-
draw those persons from the Mission. 

Shrimati Renu Chakravartt,. (Bar·· 
rack pore ): What about the dat?? 

Shrim:Lti Lakshmi Meno.: ~ gi\'e 
them a reasonable time according to 
the convention for diplomatic immu-
nity. 

Mr. Speaker: What the hon. Mem-
~  feels anxious to know, so far u 

I can understand, is, how was it that 
Pakistan could bring forward their 
-complaint first. 

Shrlmati LakshmJ Menou: They did 
not. 

Shrimati Renu Chakravartt,.: Just 
in time. 

Mr. Speaker: That is a mi. take 
probably. 

Shrimati Lakshmi Menou: 
'people kit the place on the 
Pakistan brought a complaint 
that. 
1400 (Ai) LSD-5. 

'Ihn&'? 
14th; 
after 

Silrl H. N. MukerJee (Caicutta Cen-
tral) : There is another part of the 
question-that the drivel has no dip-
lomatic immunity. Is, it the policy of 
Government to allow people who have 
no claim to diplomatic immunity to 
be just sent out of this country? 

Shrl We: So far' as the dri"er is 
concerned, he is not a member C1f the 
embassy anywhere. 

Shri Tyagi (Dehra Dun): 
driver a Pakistani nationui? 

Shrimati Lakshmi Menon: 

Is the 

Yes, 

Shri Bade: But he is not ImlllUne. 

Mr. Speaker: No arguments, please. 

Shrimati Lakshmi MeRon: Wp have 
tlsked the Mission to withdraw t!lose 
persons and they have gon.! away. 
(Interruption,) , 

Some Hon .. Membel'll rose-

Mr. Speaker: Order. order. The 
question is whether it was t'Ompulsory 
for us to releas!' the driver 01' ~  
We could keep him under arregt when 
he had no diplomat,ic immunity. 

Shrimati Lakshmi Menon: All diplo-
matic personnel enjoy immunity from 
court proceedings or tlie process of 
law. 

An Hon. Member: Driver . o~ 

Shri Daji: Does the dl'1ver also en-
JOY diplomatic ~ 

Mr. Speaker: Order, order. Shri 
Brij Raj Singh. 

Shri H. N. Mukerje,e: What i3 the 
reply to the question I had put·! 

Shri Daji: What is the reply to the 
question? 

Mr. Speaker: Order, order. 

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: cannot 
precisely say what the constitutional 
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[Shri Jawaharlal Nehru] 
procedure and the international 
procedure is. There is a difference 
between diplomatic personnel and 
diplomatic immunity. It is the normal 
convention for members of the staff-
even those who are not considered 
part of the diplomatic staff-to have a 
certain diplomatic immunity. How 
far it goes and when it need not be 
observed, I cannot straightaway say. 
But I did enquire about it at that 
time and I was told that accord-
ing to normal international practice, 
this is done and these people are ask-
ed to go away, even including the 
driver. 

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath (Hoshan-
gabad): On a point of order, Sir. There 
is an apparent inconsistency between 
what the Prime Minister has said now 
and what the Minister of State said 
in answer to my question in the last 
budget session. She said, if I remem-
ber aright, that cooks, menials, but-
lers, drivers, etc. do not enjoy diplo-
matic immunity and only the echelons 
above enjoy it. Who is right-the 
Prime Minister or the Minister of 
State? 

Mr. Speaker: The Prime Minister 
has made a distinction between the 
two. Diplomatic personnel are diffe-
rent from those others als') who 'en-
joy some kind of immunity from 
arrest. (Interruptions). We can-
not argue about it. The answer has 
come. 

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: The 
answer has not come. asked a 
pointed question. 

Shrimati Lakshmi Menon: May 
say in answer, Sir, that there is ab-
solute immunity from processes of 
law for all persons of the diplomatic 
mission. (InteTruptions). 
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~ ;fi;w ~. ~o . 1  ~,o  ~ ~  

~ ~, ~ gr, >rT ~ ~ ilT7 it 
~ ? '1'. 

Shrimati Lakshmi Menon: They 
were certain clauified documents deal-
ing with defence grants, posting of 
officers. etc. 

Shri Bade: I want to know whe-
ther there is a difference between 
secret and classified documents? 
ClassifiE'd means not secret at all? 

Shrimati Lakshmi Menon: It is 
secret. 

pi; ,-,~  If! p:r", ~ ...,  : 
~  o O ~ DT'Ii' ~  ~ 1'" !("lIT ~ >:=ct' 'n: 
fiR-lw. . ~ '1i'1 ~  ~  (;IT 
m'li'kIT;fT m'li'IT '1fT (('Ii' ;frfer ~ ofr 
w ;ir;; <i[1' g~  if:t ~  ,i "I'f'li'-

!$l:!T" ird.'t ~ fnro; g ~  <f.T ~ .  it 
m ~  ;:fif-f iI''RT ;;ff t ? 

aarlll' ~~  ~ ;rr,,1"" ~  
<io« 'f,'ifCT 7 

Shri Hem Barua (Gauhati); From 
these two successive cnses of espion-
age by the Pakistan High Commission 
in New Delhi, in both of which 
Indians are involved, it is quite evi-
den t that there is a ring of espionage 
operating in this country. Bpcause 
of thnt and in view of the present bel-
licose attitude of Pakistan, may I 
know whether Government l):'OPOS" 
to institute ~  punishment against 
people indulging in treaS3naQ'" 
activities or not? 

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: Govern-
ment have not thought of this at all. 
Government have been thinking in 
another connection of abolishing the 
capital punishment altogether. 

Shri Hem Barua: I am asking about 
those who indulge in treason. 

Mr. Speaker: The Government have 
not thought of it. 

Ill) ~  ~ (<t.T'fT) : 'flfT 
~  il'ffi'lJ ~ I  ~ ~, H. ~ dd ir 

~ ,  it ~  ~ ifl'f f .. ~  ~ ~1  
~ lflt g -ar, iii f;;rn: ~ ;r:v <,!; r •. , 

~  

Mr. Speaker: They are in regular 
service and they will come back. 

~ I~  ~ : if lTirT m'1<1 
9;1'T ~ ~ il'R ~~ q;r .q r. I 

Shri Surendranath Dwlveliy (Ken-
drapara); It is not an isolated matter, 
~ the Prime Minister would like to 

tell us. About the mechanism which 
the Minister of State said was put 
mto action, I want to know whether, 
after they knew this. this mechanism 
has been applied to find out if one 
Mohammed Samser, who is the De-
puty Director of Intelligence Services 
of Pakistan was here in Ladakh 
Buddha Vihara for a number of days 
and carried on espionage activity and 
whether it is not a fact that this 
Buddha Vihara is a shelter for foreign 
tourists .... 

Shri Hem Buua: Honeycomb. 

Shri Surendranath Dwlvedy: ..... 
and they are "",rrying on espionage 
activities in this country. I also want 
to know whether this intelligence .';er-
vice man came as a foreign tour;"t 
in the guiSe of a lama. 

Mr. Speaker: That has nothing to 
do with this. The ~ o  is '.lbout 
espionage activity by per.;onner of 
Pakistan High Commission in 
New Delhi. 

Shri Surendranath Dwlvedy: This 
is a very i'.nportant question and it 
has some reJevanc:e to this. because 
thi.. person stayed during this period 
when espionage activity was being 
carried on. When Ihe Prime Minis-
ter says it is an isolated matter, we 
want to know actually whether they 
have made enquiries properly or not 
and whether they have come across 
th' s thing. 
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Mr. Speaker: The question is very Shrt Ranga: How can we argue 
Important, I admit. But the ques- with you, Sir? We cannot argue. I 
tion is whether it is relevant to thil am sorry. 
Or not. 

Sbrl Surendranatb Dwlvedy: It is a 
connected matter. 

SIu"! H. N. Mukerjee: You in the 
Chair have certainly sufficient discre-
tion to amplify the ambit of a parti-
cular question which is under discus-
sion and when the question at tile prc-
sent moment is of very considerable 
moment and is perturbing everybody. 
Government included, a statement is 
made by 8 leader of onc of the oppo-
sition parties in the House, rightly or 
wrongly, mentioning a certain alleged 
fact w'hich causes consternation. The 
Government might very ~  tell us 
that they have no information about 
it or whether they are going to make 
enquiries about it. But if the whole 
thing is left hanging in the air and 
the matter is going to be reported to 
the country and very rightly so, it is 
the duty of Parliament and of the 
Speaker to find out and see that some-
thing is done. 

Shri Ranga (Chittoor): 
they cannot make a reply 
can at least take note of it. 
tions). 

Evcn if 
nJ""', they 
(lnterrup-

Mr. Speaker: This is exactly what 
object to. One thing has been 

brought to my notic an:! ~ o  

knowing my reaction, others stand up 
one after the other and I would ay-
the House would excuse me--wasted 
full 20 minutes ..... 

Some Hon. Members: We have not 
wasted the time. 

Mr. Speaker: No not in this. 

Sbrl Ranga: I was only supporting 
what Mr. Mukerjee was saying .... 
(Interruptions) . 

Mr. Speaker: What have I said to 
which Prot. Ranga objects? 

Mr. Speaker: If that were the atti-
tude, certainly the procedure would be 
very smooth and probably he would 
also be satisfied, if that were the aUi-
tude that arguments are not advanc-
ed. 

Sbri Surenliranatb Dwivedy: Let us 
hear the Prime Minister's reply, Sir. 

Mr. Speaker: Is the Prime Minister 
in a position to answer this? 

Sbri Jawabarlal Nebru: have no 
mformation about that. We. g,>t re-
ports from time to time of individuals 
suspected of espionage or something 
else. Some action is taken or they ar", 
further examined and the matter is 
enquired into. But I have no infor-
mation about the particular matter 
mentioned by the hon. Member. 

Sbri Hem Barua: Will tile Prim!! 
Minister enquire into it? 

Mr. Speaker: That is exactly what 
I am go:ng to ask. ~ I  the Hous!! 
feels concerned and, as stated by the 
leader of one party, the matter ap-
pears I..) :'e a very sI!nsational and 
imporL -. t one, they desire th'at it 
might be enquired into. 

Shri Jawaharlal Nebru: It is natu-
ral, Sir, to do so. 

The Minister of Home Mairs (Shri 
Nanda): Without the House being so 
concerned, Sir, anything that comes 
from any source is a matter wh:ch 
has to be pursued intelligently and 
pursued with proper vigour. r do not 
think any assurance is required on 
tha t account. 

111'1 ~ ~1  ~  : 
~ <m'I' it 1I'l'Uf it; ~ ~  it; ~ 
~  Wtrl 1tiT fltim ~  ~ 
qm ~ ~ 1tiT ~~, ~~ 

1 ~ ~ 9' I ~ ~ ~  
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~ ~ ~~5I ~  
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'illf m ~ ::;IT m-vf or'IiT ~ 'Ii<: 1fT-

~ ~ ~ i, ~ ,  
~ o ~ '!if lWf folilIT ~ w.rqr 
~  I 

''IT ~  ~~ : ~ ~ fit; 
~ ~J~~ I ~~  
~ eft if ~ ~ Wfi"ffi fit; ~ {i;'Ii ~ 

Cf'RI' f'l'lE if; ~, ~ I I  ~ 

~  "-I" rgm m ~ ~ J ~ 
<Pi-\,: if lf€l: ~1I 11  '!iT;;rrft ~ - ~ 
~  ~ If'fllT if ~ g1Z ~ - fit; 
;j.f 'R ~ I 'f ~ ~ ~ I 

''IT ~  ~  : in:r lJ'lT<'r ~ 
t1T fit; ~ tfC'f[ if; m it. ,?R'm'!iR 

if ;;rT--.f m '!iT <f.tt ~ ~61  

~ f'lillT ~ lfT ~ I 

''IT 3 1~ I  ~  ~ qt'q 
-mr it eft m fm ~  ~ ;rtf 
fit;lT[ ~ I 

~ ~  ml'lf\' : ~ qt'q ~~ 
;tT ;no 'fQT ~ I ~ 1/TlTf ..", IiC'lT 'flit 
'l"T I -:m ifi1 eft "% -;fi ~  'fIi I 

'1i '" q 11\0 (""'.. ~~  W il1ffi 
oT m<f;fll; ~ if ~ tR'iT ItiT ~ ~ I 

J ~~~~1 

Shri D. C. Sharma (Gurd'Bspur): 
May I know i1 the Pakistan Govern-
ml'nt ~ going to take Bny action 
against those persons who have been 
involved in this incident and IIlso 
whether the Pakistan Government 

UTgent Public 
Importance 

took 'any action against the person 
who was involved in the incident 
where Shri Sharma was involved? 

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: Against our 
nationals? 

Mr. Speaker: Against their nationals 
whom We hoave asked to withdraw. 

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: I do not 
know. I cannot say. It is unlikely 
that they will take any action. 

''IT ~~ ~ 1 ~  ; 
it ~ ;;rr;:r;;r 'fTiIffi ~ fit; ;;f>i ~ ~ 
if; lfT'!ilmf iffi ~ m<: ~ ~ $ 
~  ~ ~~, eft if!lT m'!iR 
~ ~  ~~o ~ it; 
~ ma<f; 'Ii¢ ~ '!iTt ~ m 
'R fq-qr<: 'Ii<: ~ ~ I 

'1i ~ I  ~~  ~-
'IiT'B <rQO ~ I ffi;k m iffi ~, 
rn ffi;k ifq-;;f ~  ~, rn rn m.,g-
~ ~, i;fU i;fU ~ ~ ~ I ,,~ 

ori 't't<1 $ 0T<'ff if w ;;rm ~ I ~ 
'Ii'lT 'Ii'lT ~ ~ ~ ~ f'li ~ 
~ if ;o;:r ..", ~ ;rem: ~ « I 

-.To ~~ ". ( ~
am) : $ orvr ~ T<f 'f i[M gtt'iff 
1f"T ~ - ~ I 

''IT , ~ o  ~. ~ 
~ ~~ ~~  
~ T<:f ~ ~ ~, ;o;:r 'R 111 T<f 

;tT 11~ ~ ;;mIT a I 
1 ~~~~ ~~ 

~~~ ~  

Shri ~  What are the 
papers the PakistaniJ are intere.ted 
in? 

Mr. Speaker: Let \IJl proceed with 
our bwiness now. 


