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17.30 lin. 

HALP·AN·HOUR DISCUSSION 

Caltlyatlon of Loag Staple Cotton 

SHRI S. R. DAMAN! (Sbolapur): 
am thankful to you to give me time to 
raise this important matter. The point 
that cotton is one of tbe most important 
cash crops has not been looked after in the 
manner as it deserves. The result is that 
cotton production in the country bas reo 
mained stationary since the last 8 years. 
Whatever targets tbe Government has fixed, 
the actual production has not come upto 
tbe targets. In our country we have great 
potentialities to increase tbe production 
but that requires some more strenuous 
efforts. In its abseoce, wbat is lbe result? 
To-day we are importing cotton worth 
Rs. 100 crores of rupee. every year and 
since tbe last 10 or 15 years we are import. 
ing every year such a big amouDt of cotton. 
Tbis Rs. 100 crores represent 20% of tbe 
last year. adverse trade balance with 
foreign countries. It is a very big amount. 
Therefore, 1 think Goverament sbolJld 
consider it very seriously and take some 
measures so that we can produce sufficien t 
cotton In tbe country to meet on demand. 

Besides I will say tbat by increasing Ibe 
normal production of our cotton we will 
abo be able to export cotton and can earD 
more than Rs. 100 or Rs. 200 crores of 
foreign exchange every year. There is tbat 
potentiality in the r~. ere ~re. 
this is a very important subject and J thInk 
Ibe han. Minister will look into tbis. 

1'7.32 brs 

[SJuoI VasudeftD Nair in the Chairj. 

Coming to the potentialities, in 1951 
Government allowed expansion of the 
textile inuuslry. That time the total num-
ber of mills was 378. It increased to 638 
in 1968 an increase of 70%. The total 
numbe; of spindles in 1951 were 11 million. 
To.day in 1968 it has increased 10 17.22 
million spindles, an increase of about 56%. 
dolh production in 1951 was 4700 million 
metres. It bas gone to 8000 melres, an 
increase of 70%. Yam production in 1951 
was 591 million kilograms. It blls gooe 
upto 950 million kilograms. an Increase of 
fil 'Yo. Cottoll cODSuml'tloll blQ alSo 1I0nc 

up from 35.78 lakh. b8.les In /950-51 to 
61.66 luh hales In 1967·68 an increase of 
about 73%. Government has been fixing 
targets for increasing tbe cotton production 
but they largely remained unfulfilled. In 
1960·61 tbe target was 651akbs hales hut 
tbe actual production was 56 lakb bales. 
In 1964-65 tbe target was 66 lakh bales but 
tbe actual production was 60 lakh bales. 
In 1965·66 it was mucb wrose. Against 
the target of 70 lakbs bales, production 
was only 56.08 lakb bales. Tbis year tbe 
actual production is 59 lakb bales. We 
bave fixed the target for 1973·74 at 84 lakh 
bales. Can we active this target with to· 
day's production at 59 lakb bales only? I 
am confident that if Govrrnment takes suit· 
able measures, right now it sbould not be 
difficult to get the targeted production. But 
it requires actio.:; to increase tbe production 
to this level. If it is neglected or t:roper 
action is not taken, tbe farmers who are 
to benefit will not get Ihe benefit. Also 
tbe textile industry will not get tbe benefit 
and bave to depend upon imported catton 
at bigber prices. 

It is a very Important matter and this 
should be looked into very seriously. 

In respect of cotton, lhe actual area 
under cultivation in I his country Is 1/4 of 
the total world area under cotton. But 
our production of cotton actually is oilly 
1'10 of tbe world. In USA their aC1N1e 
under cotton is 10 million acres, wbereas 
we bave got 20 million acres. In 10 million 
acres, they produce 90 lakh bales and in 
20 mOlion acres. we are producing only S6 
lakb bales. Please see tbe difference. 

Some people say tbat tbe Indian cotton 
price Is very bigb In tbe world. Cotton 
price is very high, I agree. But it is so 
because the cost of production in India is 
very higb one to the low yields. For ex· 
ample. in America tboy produce 60,000 Ibs. 
in 100 acres and if you take tbe value al 
Rs. 2.50 per lb. tbey will have a return of 
1,50.000 wbereas in our country in 100 
acres tbey get about 11,400 Ibs. and at tbe 
rates of Rs. 3.00 per lb. the return win be 
about Rs. 35,000. In America tbe farmers 
get the value of Rs. 1,50,000, but here our 
mao gets the value of Rs. 35,000 only on 
tbe same area. Our cost of production, 
therefore, is bigber, in tbis counlry. 

As such, farmers are not gettinl the 
ftill bene'il! orlbcir 1\1&o\iI tIDe! I, wUl COli" 
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tinue to be so unless the per acre produc-
tion Is increased. Therefore, it is very elsen-
tial that the per-acre productivity should 
go up. 

Now I want to give you certain exam-
plCIII to show how some experiments to raise 
per-acre yield have heen very successful and 
the production has gone up. 

Under the Governmen t' s package pro-
gramme, certain experiments were carried 
out in certain selected villages. In the case 
of the Virk Kbera village in Punjab. the 
production was as bigh as 652 Ibs. per acre. 
Similarly, in tbe case of another village, 
namely, Sadaainghwala in Punjab tbe aver-
aae yield was 587 Ibs. In respect of an-
other village, namely, Sarkarsamakulam 
villaae near Coimbatore in the South. tbe 
record yield in 1967·68 was 1430 lb.. per 
acre. The Government, after applying all 
the modern scientific methods have achieved 
this hiah record of 1430 Ibs. per acre. 

Therefore, I submit, there is ample 
scope for increasing tbe per-acre yield and 
by Increasing the per-acre yield the cotton 
growers will be benefited. The country 
will be saved of the loss of foreign ex-
change of save Rs. 100 crores which we are 
spending every year for Imporl of cotton 
and we will be able to cara forcian ell:-
chaoae because at prescnt there is a short-
age of cotton in the world. 

Tberefore, it is very essential that 
Government should give immediate atten-
tion to increase the per-acre yield. We 
should take steps to produce on a large 
scale the high-yielding strains and' distri-
bute tbem. We should extend irrigation 
facilities, because at present only 1{5 of the 
area-that is about 3.5 million acres is hav-
ina the benefit of Irrigation and tbe rest of 
the 16 million acres depend upon weather 
conditioDS. Also, we sbould give credit 
facilities to cultivators for buylog fertilizers, 
better seeds, pesticides, etc. Today there 
is need for greater research in respect of 
varieties of hlah-ylelding seeds. 

At present research On cotton Is entrus-
ted 10 a section of ICAR. Research wal 
formely looked after by the Indian Central 
Cotlon Committee and that Committee has 
worked wonderfully. Many seeds have 
been Introduced which proved successful 
I do not mean to say that tbis CommIttee 
.1I0ulli be ~ ~ .0 do ".1s work, 

but I think tbat Government should create 
some more research centres ell:clusively for 
cotton. According to some official agency 
there Is a scheme by which If Government 
could spend Rs. 60 crores in a period of 
five years, the production will go up and 
then we will not only be meeSing our own 
requirements, but we can also ell:port and 
earn valQable foreign excbange. This will 
mean only an outlay of Rs. 12 crores a 
year. Compared to the amount we spend 
on importing cotton. this not a big amount. 
Why not we take this opportunity to earn 
foreign exchange by exporting lakhs and 
lakbs of bales of cotton? My suggestion, 
therefore, Is that this scheme should be 
taken up so that the country becomes self· 
sullicient. My second sUllgestion is that 
Immediately some other measures and allo 
required to be taken. Today upto 40 
counts global cotton Is also used. We have 
sufficient cotton In our country to spin 40 
count yarn. Government can problbit the 
use or global cotton upto 40 counts and 
thus can give incentive to farmers to Irow 
more cotton because of the resultinll large 
demand. 

My next sUlISestion is tbat long-staple 
cotton should be produced in this country 
in a much bigger way. Today we are 
short of It. Sufficient quantity is Dot pro· 
duced in tbe country. Tberefore, I SUI-
gest that the excIse duty on cloth and yarn 
upto 60 counts made out of Indian cotton 
sbould be less aod tbose produced from 
foreilln cotton should have a higher excise 
duty. In tbis way, Government CaD give 
Incentive to produce more Ions staple 
Indian cotton and also in this way our 
cotton production can be increased due to 
the increased demand. Having said that. 
I want to emphasis tbat Government should 
give some Incentive to farmers if we want 
to become self-sufficient In cotton. Govern-
ment sbould lake up this matter very 
seriously and I hope by this meth od we 
will be successful in a attaining blgber 
production per acre. 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICULTURE, 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND 
COOPERATION ·SHRI ANNASAHIB 
SHINDB): Mr. Cbairman, I know thai 
Hon. Member Shrl Damani takes consider-
able Interest In textiles and naturally In the 
a .~ er a s wblcb are re~ re  ~ 
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mdles, mainly, cotton. Government is 
aware of tbe fact tbat Cotton Is a very 
important crop, not only from tbe poInt of 
view of income to tbe farmer as a casb 
crop, but also from tbe point of industrial 
economy for our country. 

Textile Industry is One of tbe premier 
industries of our country. We are proud 
of tbe fact tbat not only we are in a posi· 
tion to meet our requirements as far as 
textiles are concerned, but we are one of 
tbe important exporters of textiles. Tbat 
Is wby tbe production of cotton assumes 
considerable importance from tbis angle. 

Hon. Member Sbri Damani bas made 
tbe contention tbat cotton production bas 
not increased since tbe post· Independence 
period. 

SHRI S. R. DAMANI: I said from 
1960 onwards. 

SHR! ANNASAHIB SHINDE: I wisb 
to submit tbat it is not correct to say tbat 
production of cotton is not increasing our 
country. In fact in tbe immediate post-
Independence period, wben we started our 
First Five Year Plan, tbe production of 
cotton in tbis country was only at-out 28 
lakb bales, But now tbe production bas 
reacbed 47.62 lakb bales in 1965·66-49.73 
lakb bales in 1966·67 and 55.62 lakb bales 
in 1967·68. From tbese figures, it is very 
clear tbat production bas been increasing 
from tbe beginning of tbe First Five Year 
Plan and even after 1960. But I a re ~ e 
tbat our per acre yIeld as compared to 
many countries in tbe world is low. But 
Hon. Members sbould appreciate as to 
wbat is tbe reason for tbis. We grow 
cottoa in about 2 crores of acres of land. 

But out of tbis land only about 16 pcr 
cent is irrigated. Tbat means 84 per cent 
Is sucb tbat cotton is grown under raln·fed 
conditions. Naturally, tbe vagaries of tbe 
monsoon to wbicb tbis country is subject 
create a lot of difficulties. Under rain·fed 
conditions it is not possible to bave bigber 
yields. 

But take tbe case of Punjab wbere tbe 
cotton is mainly irrigated. The per-acre 
yields in Punjab are far bigber tban in 
Mabarasbtra wnicb is one of tbe important 
cotton.growlng States in our country. So, 
If proper IrrIgation facility is provided, It 
would be possible for our country to attain 
as blab ylelda as elaewbere In tbe world. 

And as Sbrl Damanl bas pointed out rigbt· 
Iy, tb e farmers in our country are second 
to none in world as far as bard work, 
ability to adopt new tecbniques etc. are 
concerned. He bimself bad pointed out 
bow individual farmers in our country bad 
attained bigber yields. So, our farmers are 
very good in this. Tbe only drawback is 
tbis. Tbe irrigated acreage of cotton bas 
to be increased. 

Take the case of Rajastban, for 
instance. Rajastban's dry climate is most 
suitable; it is re~m e  suitable for 
rowing cotton. Suppose tbe Rajastban 
canal starts operating, tben tbe Rajastban 
farmers will get water from tbe Rajastban 
canal on a large scale; tben ideal condi-
tions would be provided for growing 
cotton, ont only ordinary cotton but even 
long staple cotton. 

Sbrl Damani bad mentioned tbat we 
were importing all types of cotton. That 
is not true. In fact, we are importing 
only cotton staples of 1.16" and above. 
That is, only long staple cotton Is imported 
into our country by and large. Even tbe 
figures of import are not increasing year by 
year. In fact, even in 1952·53, we were 
importing about 6 to 7 lakbs bales. In one 
year tbereafter we went to tbe extent of 
importing 9 lakbs bales. But tbe trend of 
import is not increasing. In fact, despite 
tbe fact tbat the textile industry bas 
expanded and our production of textiles 
bas increased, tbe figure of Import of cotton 
is not increasing. In 1966·67 we imported 
about 7.75 lakbs bales, wbile In 1967-611 we 
Imported about 7.72 lakbs bales and in 
1968·69 upto 4tb Ianuary we imported 
67,000 bales, and about 3.5 lakbs bales bave 
been releaaed from global cotton. We are 
also negotiating witb tbe USA under PL-480 
for purcbase of furtber quantities. Our 
effort is as far as possible to keep our 
requirements of import to tbe minimum and 
to see tbat necessary steps arc la ken In our 
country 10 Increase our own production of 
long staple colton. 

It is encouraging to note tbat just as in 
tbe case of foodgralns wbere our sclentlsll 
working in tbe field of researcb bave acblev-
ed very good results In evolving new 
strains, similarly in tbe case of cotton, our 
scientists are almosl on tbe poiDl of 
succeeding In evolving new strains. For 
instance, tbey bave now evoh,ed MCU-S, a 
straiD wblcb ,Ielda as blah as 1900 t ... 01 
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kapas . ~r bectare, as compared to tbe 
average yield under our Indian conditions 
of 108 or 114 k.g. per hectare. Its staple 
Is 1.36" and its count is 60. Similarly, we 
have evolved a new strain called Hybrid'4, 
which yields almost 30000 k.g. per of kapas 
per hectare, and its ginning outtum is 34 
per cent and its spinning capacity is 60 
counts. Similarly, Sujata is anotber new 
strain wbich has been evolved and tbis 
yields about 3000 k.g. of kapas per hectare, 
and its staple length is 1,4" and its spinning 
cal'Bcity is 100 counts· I can mentinn tbe 
names of new strain, which are being 
evolved and whicb are under trial by our 
sclcentists. 

I must mention bere tbe Punjab Agri-
cultural University wbicb is one of the 
institutions wbicb are making a very valu-
able contribution In evolving new strains. 
We bave embarked on a coordinated 
research project on cotton, and we ellpect 
to spend about Rs, 56 rakbs over this pro-
ject, and I am quite confident that in tbe 
times to cODle we shall succeed on tbis 
front too. But tbe ~ r  has to be made 
on all sides. 

Tbe provision on plant proteclion 
measures i. also very important in respect 
of cotton. . Tbe general approacb of 
Government is not to provide subsidies, 
bur in view of th. im portance of cotton in 
our economy, we are proving certain sub-
sidies for plant protection for cotton. 

Similarly, we are also providing some 
subsidy for providiog eqnipment for plant 
production measures. -rbere is a centrally-
sponsored scbeme wbicb Ibe Centre is 
financing over and above tbe Siale pllUl 
celli... luigatioo facilities arc gradually 
ellpandW· 

Wi.. all tbese measures, I am quite 
suee lilal in the years 10 come it sbould 
be possible to reduce our requiremtoDt of 
impotted cOlton to tbe minimum elltenl. A 
target of 80 lakh ba les production has been 
filled by the end of 1973-74. I think there 
is nothing disbeartenlog in what Is ba ~ 
ina in tbe field of cotton production and al 
far as planning and actual er ~rma ~ in 
Ibe fieJd. is concerned. 

I am tbaakful to Sbri Damani for rais-
ina ~ discussion. As I 8aid in the 
belluP .. , cotton bas a very importaat 
pltIlO'I' I .. our _0lIl1. With. the co-

operation of hon. members, tbe indu.try, 
farmers and scientists, I am confident tbat 
witbln the nellt decad.. we sball make a 
very sisnificant progress in this field. 

~~~ ~ ~  iI" 
iffiTlfT f'li ~r  'liT s ~ 1960 ~ ~ t I 
51 it ;;nom ~m , fit; ~  it ~ t 
~ ~  lRrfrcit it ~ ~~ ~ it 
it flI;o;rr ~ t ? m: ~ iiiIl iliJT t 51 
'flit ~ i)"Rf ~ ~  t fiI; ~ 1ft Ifim 
'1'TlJi ~ Ff ~  ~ ~ t? m ~ 51 
~~  

~~ ~~ ~~ it 
;;it 'IiTc;;f m~ t 'flit ~ ~ m~ 
~ I lfR ~  aT ~ ~ ~ i!iTCrJ" f!ff.t;tr 
~ i!iTlI" it '" ~ ~ I m: ~­
~ ~ t 51 ~ ttl' 'flit ~  t 
~ mrr ~ m it ft;rit ? 

~ ~ ~ t f'li ..n'1'TcRRii 
ifftrn ~ 'liTe.!" 'liT s ~ i/.T ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ it ~ 'l:i1 ~  ~ ~  
51 ~ w m 'flit ~ i!i1: 

~  t I 

~ ~ ~ t fi!; 1968 it fiIRr;rr 
'!irt;r ~ ~ 'liT ~ 'IiTc;;f ~  it; 
f.Jit f.r;;nfur 1967 it; ~ fiI;lir 'flfT ? 

,,1 ~ qJm. ~r r  : W ~ 
it 'IiTc;;f 'liT «'n;r.f ",ril" it; w m it 
"'" ~r 1ft t I ~ ~ amm 'flfT 
filiFrit;m it ~~ ~ ~~ it 
m it ~ ~r 'flfT t n ~ 'Iilifm 
~ it 'IiTc;;f ~  ",A' it ft;rit ~ 
~ ~ it ~ >lIT'l: furl 'flfT t I 
'Iimf • ;mr;r.r it ~ ~ a~ i!'I"Ii lilt 
ff4 m 'liT r~ t. ~  ~ imm 
60,62 ;;mr 'Iior 'liT t m: ~ ~  
80,85 orr.r 'Iio i!i1:lfT t I ~ ~ • 

r.rit ~ m ¢\:li4t .~ · 
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fcIr; fim;ff IIiT ~ 1ft" !fi;mIT ~ 
~ ~ it; f.tit 'Ih: ~ ii; 
ftro:_ •.•. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: No speech now. 
only a questIon. At leut today, I want 
to conclude the half·hour discc:saion In 
half·honr. 

~ r  ~ n rn ii; 
m "1ft ~ IIiT mror ipff ;rtf ~. 
~~~~~~  If{ ~~ 
'CRfIm" ipff ;rtf ~ ~ t ~ IIiT I m 
~~ ~ fit; ~ (ft;r ~ 

~ ~ ~ ~ !lit ~ I ~ f.;m 
mr mr ~ ~  ft' :all" mr I1'(.r mr 
Ill\' 'I>1'?:if Ill\' srmr ~ it ~ m '«IT ori\1rr 
fit; f.;m mr it m Rflm I!i1 ~ ~ 
firt;n' t m ~ mor it ~ IIiT ~ 
r ~ m~ srmr~ 

t. ~ ~ 'IT fit; ¥T ;;rnrr t mn;r 
I!i1 ~ mr srmr ~ m 
25' mtt srmr m it ~ iii t I fim;r 

mr ~ ~ srmr ~ 
fir.Rft ;rtf t m ~ lIT<'!" f;wor ;;rnrr ~ 
finrr;r ~ Oor srmr ~ ;;mft t I ~ 
I!lIT ~ ~ irRI' If{ fcr;m IR ~ t 
fit; ;flt ~ it ~ it; .~ it ~ 
~ rni srmr II>'t ~ :;r.ntft t ~ ~ 
~ it; f.rit. ;;IT orftr ~ 'I>1'?:if t 
mm~~m ~~  m 
~ 1Iror if t. ft orftr ~ l!im" it; 
f.rit ~ !!iTt m srmr ~ ~ 
IIiT ~ trofi t? ~ i!t ;;n;m 
~ ~ ~~ .m r 
rn IIiT ~ it; omr..rrt srrmr... t I 
~~ ~ ~ ~ lIT i"6 

m r ~ ~  I ~m ~ 
~ it ~ mm' I!i1 qrit ii; ~ 
~ ~ ~ it; m if ~ ~  

~  

.n ~ mf'lh (WIT) : ~  
;f tA; tt ;r6''''ITlIT fl!; if;'Jffi IIiT 'flIT ~ 
t ~ ~  ii; f.tit I ~ ~ it 
m~ . r~~~  I 

~ ~ mr 1921 IIiT ~ 
\jf'fTil' 13 II'T"'f I!iT rorr qllT m iTOTlIT 
'IT fl!; ,!<ftfut<: m ~ 'I>1'?:if 1965·66 
if 195 ~ ~ it ~ I ~ 196fr67 
it 185 ~~ ~ r~~  
'flIT "Iiro!T t I 

m m ~ ~ oi;:r;m: if fu<:rft:r.r 
if m ~  'Iil'C<I' if !Tn: i!t t fl!; 1965-66 

~~~  ricu ~~ 'IT 
;;IT fl!; 1966-67 if 107 fim:r1lTT1r it ITlIT I 
~~ 'flIT I!im!T t ? 
~ ~ ire lI&: t fl!; ~ iTOTlIT 

f.!i ~ ~~~ r~  
~  r m m ~~~ 
1965 ~ m 1968 C!'Ii ~ ot\1fG" if 
'flIT wm: ~ t, ~ ~ ;jlrr;f if ? ~ 
m ~ If{ ~  ~  ~ GTr 1965 if 
limit it I 00 ~ if 'flIT q;;t t I 

~ ~ if ;rit '" it if;'Jffi '1ft \lm-
~ ~ f<;ro: 'flIT ~ if ~ ~ 
;r;rpfr t I ~  ~ ;r;rpfr t m ~ ~ 
00 'flIT ~ ? m ~ ;;rT ~ ~ t 
m ~ morRT ~ f.mft ~ II>'t 
~ ~~ ? 

SHRI SHRI CHAND GOYAL (Chandi· 
garh): The bon. Member knows very ~e  

tbat Ferozepur district in Punjab, especIally 
Fazilka tehsil and a large part of Hissar 
diltrict in Haryara are admirably suited 
for tbe production of long staple cotton; 
be also referred to tbe vast potentialities 
In Rajastban. In tbat context, wbat arc 
tbey going to do witb regard to tbe early 
finalization of tbe Rajasthan canal 1 What 
arc tbey going to do witb regard to popu. 
larising new bigh )ieldlng varieties wbich 
are the result of reaearcb work in various 
universities because sometimea the rcseaJcb 
work done 8uCCCIIsfully docs not reacb thQ 
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farmers? Tbirdly, tbe rate of purcbase 
tax on cotton bas been increased in the 
past years from two to tbree per cent and 
similarly excise duty on fertilizer bad been 
increased In tbis year's budget. Will tlrese 
increases not prove to be a disincentive for 
tbe production of cotton? 
18.00 brs. 

SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS 'oJe.-
MR. CHAIRMAN: I am very sorry. 

We are strictly following tbe rules. 
SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE: 

Sir, Sbri Ramavatar Sbastri, wbile 
putting bis questions, asked whetber 
there bas been any increase 
in yields and acreages, and at tbe same 
time, he gave some figures and sbowed as 
if year after year, tbe yields are going 
down and tbe acreage is also goinl down. 
As I explained in tbe beginning, in tbis 
country, almost 84 per cent of our cotton 
is dependent on rain for its cultivation. So, 
tbe seasonal nature such as rainfall, etc., 
bas much to do witb acreage and yields. 
He sbould try to appriciate it because 
as I mentioned earlier only 16 per 
ceut of our cotton-area is Irrigated. 
Wbere cotton is Irrigated, yields 
are appreciable and are comparable to 
tbose in tbe advanced countries in tbe 
world. For instance, hl Mabarasbtra, 
wbere cotton is grown under rain-fed con-
ditions, tbe yields arc very low: only 
78 kl. per bectare. But in Punjab, tbe 
yields are 333 per bectare. So, irrllation 
and seasonal rainfall make a difference as 
far as yieids are concemod. Of course, 
tbere are otber factors. Tbat means, if 
tbe farmers use improved tecbniques, tbe 
improved tecbniques can be used if tbose. 
measures suit tbe soil. Tbere are limitation •. 
We are also making efforts and arc tryin. 
to evolve new strains and new seeds wbicb 
could be supplied on a larp scale. Those· 
are some of tbe efforts wbicb we are takinl 
to increase tbe acre yield and productIon In 
general. 

Sbri Sbiva Cbandra Jba referred to tbe 
facts about prodnctiou and asked wbetber 
tbe per acre yield bas increased durin, tbe 
last IS 10 20 years. I may submit for tbe 
Information of tbe House tbat wben we 
started tbe First Plan, In tbe year 1952·53, 
per acre yield, rather, Ibe yield per bectare 

was round about 75 to 80 kp. But now, 
the yields have gone up. In the year 
1965·66, the average ~ e  per hectare was 
108 kgs.; in 1966 67, 114 kIS., and in 
1967-68, 124 kgs. So, tbe trend is upwards. 
It is not that we are satisfied witb tbls 
trend, ~ it sbows tbat tbe trend is defini-
tely upwtrds. The e ~ are not loin& 
down. 

Shri Jba also asked about the role tbat 
co· operatives play in tbe marbling of 
cotton. In fact, it is tbe effort of the 
Ministry to encourage cotton glnninl pro-
cess, and especially to encourage c0-
operative spinning milil, etc. That bas 
been our effort. I need not go into tbe 
details of it. Tbey bave been successful ID 
many parts of tbe country. 

As far as modernIsation is cow:crned, 
tbis is in fact a question whicb is beyond 
the purview of this Ministry. But tbe 
Government is attending to tbat problem, 
because the modernisation of tbe textile 
industry is of vital importance, and unless 
we try to modernise tbe textile industry, it 
would be very difficult, in tbe international 
competition, to make clotb available 
at tbe cbeaper rate to tbe consumers tbem-
selves. 

Sbri Patil put a question whether tbe 
Government intends to give a support price 
in tbe interests of tbe farmers. As aD 
enligbtened farmer bimself, Sbri PatU 
should know tbat It is tbe policy of tbe 
Government, and in fact, we baYe been 
announcing every year the support pricea. 
It ts a matter of argument wbetber tbis 
particular price Is reasonable or wbetber 
it can be 10 per cent or more. Tbat caa be 
a point for argument, but as far 88 Ibe 
Government's approacb to tbls matter Is 
concerned, we try to belp tbe farmers by 
fixing tbe support prlc.. Wben Sbrl Patil 
and some of bls colloalues took tbe initia-
tive last year tbat tbe ceiling on cotton 
price sbould be removed, Ibe GoftllDlllOllt 
responded to tbat last year &Ad tbe ceIlina 
bad been removed last year. We would 
Jllte to bave a support price. Tba' Is our 
approacb not only in reprd to cottoll but 
in regard to many other commoditl. 
also. 

Now, Sbri Goyal raised some questioDi 
but tbey bave been covered ill I117repf7, 111 
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some of tbe otber questions which bad 
~e  put. 

I am tbankful to tbe hon. Members for 
baving raised tbis discussion on tbe floor 
of tbe HoulC. 

18.04 brI. 

The Lak Stlbha th." adjou,ned ,III 
Eleve" of ,he Clock on Tue.dDy, May 13, 
196"/Val,akha 23, 1891 (Saka' . 
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