329
17.30 brs.
HALF-AN-HOUR DISCUSSION
Cultivation of Long Staple Cotton

SHRI S. R. DAMANI (Sholapur) : 1
am thankful to you to give me time to
raise this important matter. The point
that cotton is one of the most important
cash crops bas not been looked after in the
maoner as it deserves. The result is that
cotton production in the country has re-
mained stationary since the last 8 years.
Whatever targets the Government has fixed,
the actual production has not come upto
the targets. In our country we have great
potentialities to increase the production
but that requires some more strenuous
efforts. In its absence, what is the result?
To-day we are importing cotton worth
Rs. 100 crores of rupees every year and
since the last 10 or 15 years we are import-
ing every year such a big amount of cotton.
This Rs. 100 crores represent 20%, of the
last years adverse trade balance with
foreign countries. It is a very big amount.
Therefore, 1 think Goverrment should
consider it very seriously and take some
measures so that we can produce sufficient
cotton in the country to meet on demaad.

Besides I will say that by increasing the
normal production of our cotton we wiil
also be able to export cotton and can earn
more than Rs. 100 or Rs. 200 crores of
foreign exchange every year. There is that
potentiality in the country. Therefore,
this is a very important subject and I think
the hon. Minister will look into this.

17.32 brs
[Shri Vasudevan Nair in the Chair].

Coming to the potentialities, in 1951
Government allowed expansion of the
textile industry. That time the total num-
ber of mills was 378. It increased to 638
in 1968, an increase of 70%. The total
pumber of spindles in 1951 were 11 million.
To-day in 1968 it has increased to 17.22
million spindles, an increase of abeut 56%.
Cloth production in 1951 was 4700 million
metres. It has gone to 8000 metres, an
increase of 70%. Yarn production in 1951
was 591 million kilograms. It has gone
upto 950 million kilograms, an Increase of
61%. Cotton consumption has also gone
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up from 35.78 lakhs bales in 1950-51 to
61.66 lakh bales in 1967-68 an increase of
about 73%,. Government has been fixing
targets for increasing the cotton production
but they largely remained unfulfilled. In
1960-61 the target was 65 lakhs bales but
the actual production was 56 lakh bales.
In 1964-65 the target was 66 lakh bales but
the actual production was 60 lakh bales.
In 1965-66 it was much wrose. Against
the target of 70 lakhs bales, production
was only 56.08 lakh bales. This year the
actual production is 59 lakh bales. We
have fixed the target for 1973-74 at 84 lakh
bales. Can we active this target with to-
day’s production at 59 lakh bales only ? I
am confident that if Govrroment takes suit-
able measures, right now it should not be
difficult to get the targeted production. But
it requires action to increase the production
to this level. If it is neglected or proper
action is not taken, the farmers who are
to benefit will not get the benefit. Also
the textlle industry will not get the benefit
and have to depend upon imported cotton
at higher prices.

It is a very important matter and this
should be looked into very seriously.

In respect of cotton, the actual area
under cultivation in this country is 1/4 of
the total world area under cotton. But
our production of cotton actually is only
1/10 of the world. In USA their acreage
under cotton is 10 million acres, whereas
we have got 20 million acres. In 10 milifon
acres, they produce 90 lakh bales and in
20 million acres, we are producing only 56
lakh bales. Please see the difference.

Some people say that the Indian cotton
price is very high in the world. Cotton
price is very high, I agree. But it is so
because the cost of production in India is
very high one to the low yields. For ex-
ample, in America they produce 60,000 lbs.
in 100 acres and if you take the value at
Rs. 2.50 per 1b. they will have a return of
1,50,000 whereas in our country in 100
acres they get about 11,400 1bs. and at the
rates of Rs. 3.00 per lb. the return will be
about Rs. 35000. In America the farmers
get the value of Rs. 1,50,000, but here our
man gets the value of Rs. 35,000 only on
the same area. Our cost of production,
therefore, is higher, in this country.

_ As such, farmers are not getting the
full benetit of their labour aid it will cog-
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tinue to be so unless the per acre produc-
tion is increased. Therefore, it is very essen-
tial that the per-acre productivity should
80 up.

Now I want to give you certain exam-
ples to show how some experiments to raise
per-acre yield have been very successful and
the production has gone up.

Under the Government’s package pro-
gramme, certain experiments were carried
out in certain selected villages. In the case
of the Virk Khera village in Punjab. the
production was as high as 652 1bs. per acre.
Similarly, in the case of another village,
namely, Sadasinghwala in Punjab the aver-
age yield was 587 1bs. In respect of an-
other village, namely, Sarkarsamakulam
village near Coimbatore in the South. the
record yield in 1967-68 was 1430 1bs. per
acre. The Government, after applying all
the modern scientific methods have achieved
this high record of 1430 lbs. per acre.

Therefore, I submit, there is ample
scope for increasing the per-acre yield and
by increasing the per-acre yield the cotton
growers will be benefited. The country
will be saved of the loss of foreign ex-
change of save Rs. 100 crores which we are
spending every year for import of cotton
and we will be able to earn foreign ex-
change because at present there is a short-
age of cotton in the world.

Therefore, it is very essential that
Government should give immediate atten-
tion to increase the per-acre yield. We
should take steps to produce on a large
scale the high-yielding strains and distri-
bute them. We should extend irrigation
facilities, because at present only 1/5 of the
area-that is about 3.5 million acres is hav-
ing the benefit of irrigation and the rest of
the 16 million acres depend upon weather
conditions. Also, we should give credit
facilities to cultivators for buying fertilizers,
better seeds, pesticides, etc. Today there
is need for greater research in respect of
varleties of high-yielding seeds.

At present research on cotton is entrus-
ted to a section of ICAR. Research was
formely looked after by the Indian Central
Cotton Committee and that Committee has
worked wonderfully. Mapy seeds have
been introduced which proved ful

MAY 12, 1969  Staple Cotton (H.A.H. Dis.)

332

but I think that Government should create
some more research centres exclusively for
cotton. According to some official agency
there is a scheme by which if Government
could spend Rs. 60 crores in a period of
five years, the production will go up and
then we will not only be meeting our own
requirements, but we can also export and
earn valuable foreign exchange. This will
mean only an outlay of Rs. 12 crores a
year. Compared to the amount we spend
on importing cotton, this not a big amount.
Why not we take this opportunity to earn
foreign exchange by exporting lakhs and
lakhs of bales of cotton ? My suggestion,
therefore, is that this scheme should be
taken up so that the country becomes self-
sufficient. My second suggestion is that
immediately some other measures and also
required to be taken. Today upto 40
counts global cotton is also used. We have
sufficient cotton in our country to spin 40
count yarn. Government can prohibit the
use or global cotton upto 40 counts and
thus can give incentive to farmers to grow
more cotton because of the resulting large
demand.

My next suggestion is that long-staple
cotton should be produced in this country
in a much bigger way. Today we are
short of it. Sufficlent quantity is not pro-
duced in the country. Therefore, I sug-
gest that the excise duty on cloth and yarn
upto 60 counts made out of Indian cotton
should be less and those produced from
foreign cotton should have a higher excise
duty. In this way, Government can give
incentive to produce more long staple
Indian cotton and also in this way our
cotton production can be increased due to
the increased demand. Having said that,
I want to emphasis that Gover: should
give some Incentive to farmers if we want
to become self-sufficient in cotton. Govern-
ment should take up this matter very
seriously and I hope by this method we
will be successful in a attaining higher
production per acre.

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICULTURE,
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND
COOPERATION SHRI ANNASAHIB
SHINDE) : Mr. Chairman, I know that
Hon. Member Shri Damani takes consider-

1 do not mean to say that this Committee
should be reconstituted o do this work,

able interest in textiles and naturally in the
raw-materials  which are required for
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textlles, mainly, cotton. Government is
aware of the fact that Cotton is a very
important crop, not only from the point of
view of income to the farmer as a cash
crop, but also from the point of industrial
economy for our country.

Textile industry is one of the premier
industries of our country. We are proud
of the fact that not only we are in a posi-
tion to meet our requirements as far as
textiles are concerned, but we are one of
the important exporters of textiles. That
is why the production of cotton assumes
considerable importance from this angle.

Hon. Member Shri Damani has made
the contention that cotton production has
not increased since the post-Independence
period.

SHRI S. R. DAMANI :
1960 onwards.

1 said from

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : I wish
to submit that it is not correct to say that
production of cotton is not increasing our
country. In fact in the immediate post-
Independence period, when we started our
First Five Year Plan, the production of
cotton in this country was only atout 28
lakh bales, But now the production has
reached 47.62 lakh bales in 1965-66-49.73
lakh bales in 1966-67 and 55.62 lakh bales
in 1967-68. From these figures, it is very
clear that production has been increasing
from the beginning of the First Five Year
Plan and even after 1960. But I appreciate
that our per acre yield as compared to
many countries in the world is low. But
Hon. Members should appreciate as to
what is the reason for this. We grow
cotton in about 2 crores of acres of land.

But out of this land only about 16 pcr
cent is irrigated. That means 84 per cent
is such that cotton is grown under rain-fed
conditions. Naturally, the vagaries of the
monsoon to which this country is subject
create a lot of difficulties. Under rain-fed
conditions it is not possible to have higher
yields.

But take the case of Punjab where the
cotton is mainly irrigated. The per-acre
yields in Punjob are far higher than in
Maharashtra wnich is one of the important
cotton-growing States in our country. So,
if proper irrigation facility is provided, it
would be possible for our country to attain
s high yiclds as elsewhere in the world.
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And as Shri Damani has pointed out right-
ly, the farmers in our country are second
to none in world as far as hard work,
ability to adopt new techniques etc. are
concerned. He himself had pointed out
how individual farmers in our country had
attained higher yields. So, our farmers are
very good in this. The only drawback is
this. The irrigated acreage of cotton has
to be increased.

Take the case of Rajasthan, for
instance. Rajasthan’s dry climate is most
suitable ; it is pre-eminently suitable for
rowing cotton. Suppose the Rajasthan
canal starts operating, then the Rajasthan
farmers will get water from the Rajasthan
canal on a large scale ; then ideal condi-
tions would be provided for growing
cotton, ont only ordinary cotton but even
long staple cotton.

Shri Damani bad mentioned that we
were importing all types of cotton. That
is not true. In fact, we are importing
only cotton staples of 1.16” and above.
That is, only long staple cotton is imported
into our country by and large. Even the
figures of import are not increasing year by
year. In fact, even in 1952-53, we were
importing about 6 to 7 lakhs bales. In one
year thereafter we went to the extent of
importing 9 lakhs bales. But the trend of
import is not increasing. In fact, despite
the fact that the textile industry has
expanded and our production of textiles
has increased, the figure of import of cotton
is not increasing. In 1966-67 we imported
about 7.75 lakhs bales, while in 1967-68 we
imported about 7.72 lakhs bales and in
1968-69 upto 4th January we imported
67,000 bales, and about 3.5 lakhs bales have
been released from global cotton. We are
also negotiating with the USA under PL-480
for purchase of further quantities. Our
effort is as far as possible to keep our
requirements of import to the minimum and
to see that necessary steps are taken in our
country to increase our own production of
long staple cotton.

It is encouraging to note that just as in
the case of foodgrains where our scientists
working in the field of research have achiev-
ed very good results in evolving new
strains, similariy in the case of cotton, our
scientists are almost on the point of
succeeding in evolving new strains. For
instance, they have now evolved MCU-S, a
strain which yields as high as 1900 k.g. of
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kapas per hectare, as compared to the operation of hon. members, the industry,

average yield under our Indian conditions
of 108 or 114 k.g. per hectare. Its staple
ifs 1.36” and its count is 60. Similarly, we
have evolved a new strain called Hybrid-4,
which yields almost 30000 k.g. per of kapas
per hectare, and its ginning outturn is 34
per cent and its spinning capacity is 60
counts. Similarly, Sujata is another new
strain which has been evolved and this
yields about 3000 k.g. of kapas per hectare,
and its staple length is 1,4” and its spinning
capacity is 100 counts- I can mention the
names Of new strains which are being
evolved and which are under trial by our
scicentists.

I must mention here the Punjab Agri-
cultural University which is one of the
institutions which are making a very valu-
able contribution in evolving new strains.
We have embarked on a coordinated
rescarch project on cotton, and we expect
to spend about Rs, 56 lakhs over this pro-
ject, and I am quite confident that in the
times to come we shall succeed on this
froot too. But the effort has to be made
on all sides.

The provision on plant
measures is also very important in respect
of cotton. The general approach of
Government is not to provide subsidies,
bur in view of the importance of cotton in
our economy, we are proving certain sub-
sidies for plant protection for cotton.

Similarly, we are also providing some
subsidy for providing equipment for plant
production measures. There is a centrally-
sponsored scheme which the Centre is
financing over and above the State plan
ceiling. Irrigation facilities are gradually
expanding.

With all these measures, 1 am quite
sure that in the years to come it should
be possible to reduce our requiremeat of
imported cotton to the minimum extent. A
target of 80 lakh bales production has been
fixed by the end of 1973-74. 1 think there
is nothing disheartening in what is happen-
ing in the field of cotton production and as
far as planning and actual performance in
the field js concerned.

1 am thankful to Shri Damani for rais-
ing this discussion. As I said in the
beginpiag, cotton has a very importaat
plage in our ecomomy. With. the co-

protection

farmers and scientists, 1 am confident that
within the next decade we shall make a
very significant progress in this field.

oft frwrwer s (wgaet) @ @A ot &
Farar §§ F1eT F1 NIy 1960 ¥ F@TY |
NAammaRTm i mEE T T ¢
feamr T Farfred & o3 owe dAee
Affammagrd 7 slag s ag ¢ @t
T I 919 QT ¢ oz & wee
% F€ I Fe g aqr g ! afg gt a
fraaragr 2 ?

U g9 A7 7g § fF fergmm ®
ST FreT eI § FT qg TN AyeATESE
g1 afz g, O wg T W) FeT fofew
AT &9 X 77 @ F 1 W W wheat-
WE A N W N T deEr @
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MR. CHAIRMAN: No speech now,
only a question. At least today, I want
to conclude the half-hour disccssion in
half-hour.

MTr afew : 77 @w & &
W A I W IERT WA aa,
Wi fag e wg @ 5 = uwe
STEA T A ¥F W § FUE AT v
¥ wReg § wy fF s @ e
frcinw e aw gw o § 1 AfeT
Y9 a9 SR qYT ¥ 99 A TGN AT
*t FTe ¥ STE@ AW F § Q@ q@7 T
fis fore @ & & 2ftw » w=w go7
faem § SUF FER G190 { HUW HT IR
w § ) ¥ ¥ Wi qw S ST @
taagmr A fe ger mar @ e
N, W 99 AN W 47 ) F 6w
25 Fredy STEE Wi ¥ ag wf § ) frew
¥ T W AT T § AR AW I
frwreht €0 & WA 9@ W et o @
fieaT ¥ q@ WTEE ¥F It ¥ iR
w1 FeR W a9 /AR R @
fE N TERAITWT & IR § Fgus
e, ENE SR WY W 9w g R @
wqre & fodr, ot atr @f| s
forawT o HETC ¥ oY IR TH 3 I
9 AM@ # 3, 99wt Efw Fea &
i gEa A AN ATER @ q9E
w1 frac st § 7 wefed & o
wigan § e swr@ o qeras gea freffa
F@ 1 TGR & @ W sEee
witfs s ot SEW o @ a1 gh
frrr@migm @ miw
sarerg ¥ TG SR B ggw ¥ fad
qEIT T 2 & AL A GO 0 A7
el
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st TrEAT W (TeAT) ¢ S
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TR W F Y &% § o N &
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T 2 1 W afe qArd @ o SN &9
Wram g ?eRag g W §
Su¥ g arar feae faRey gmmaw
!

SHRI SHRI CHAND GOYAL (Chandi- -
garh) : The hon. Member knows very well
that Ferozepur district in Punjab, especially
Fazilka tehsil and a large part of Hissar
district in Haryara are admirably suited
for the production of long staple cotton ;
he also referred to the vast potentialities
in Rajasthan. In that context, what are
they going to do with regard to the early
finalization of the Rajasthan canal ? What
are they going to do with regard to popu-
larising new high yielding varieties which
are the result of research work in various
universities because sometimes the reseaich
work done successfully does not reach the
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farmers ?  Thirdly, the rate of purchase
tax on cotton has been increased in the
past years from two to three per cent and
similarly excise duty on fertilizer had been
increased in this year’s budget. Will threse
increases not prove to be a disincentive for
the production of cotton ?

18.00 hrs.
SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS rose. —

MR. CHAIRMAN : I am very sorry.
We are strictly following the rules.

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE :
Sir, Sbhri Ramavatar Shastri, while
putting bis questions, asked whether
there has been any increase
in yields and acreages, and at the same
time, he gave some figures and showed as
if year after year, the yieids are going
down and the acreage is also going down.
As 1 explained in the beginning, in this
country, almost 84 per cent of our cotton
is dependent on rain for its cultivation. So,
the seasonal nature such as rainfall, etc.,
bas much to do with acreage and yields.
He should try to appriciate it because
as 1 menticned earlier only 16 per
ceut of our cotton-area is irrigated.
Where cotton is irrigated, ylelds
are appreciable and are comparable to
those in the advanced countries in the
world. For instance, in Maharashtra,
where cotton is grown under rain-fed con-
ditions, the yields are very low : only
78 kg. per hectare. But in Punjab, the
yields are 333 per hectare. So, irrigation
and seasonal rainfall make a difference as
far as yieids are concerned. Of course,
there are other factors. That means, if
the farmers use improved techniques, the
improved techniques can be used if those.
measures suit the soil. There are limitations.
We are also making efforts and are trying
to evolve new strains and new seeds which
could be supplied on a large scale.
are some of the efforts which we are taking
to increase the acre yield and productlon in
general.

Shri Shiva Chandra Jha referred to the
facts about productiou and asked whether
the per acre yield has increased during the
last 15 to 20 yéars. 1 may submit for the
information of the House that when we
started the First Plan, in the year 1952-53,
per acre yield, rather, the yield per hectare
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was round about 75 to 80 kgs. But now,
the yields have gone up. In the year
1965-66, the average yield per hectare was
108 kgs.; in 196667, 114 kgs., and in
1967-68, 124 kgs. So, the trend is upwards.
It is not that we are satisfied with this
trend, byt it shows that the trend is defini-
tely upwards. The yields are not going
down.

Shri Jha also asked about the role that
co-operatives play in the marketing of
cotton. In fact, it is the effort of the
Ministry to encourage cotton ginning pro-
cess, and especially to encourage co-
operative spinning milis, etc. That has
been our effort. 1 need not go into the
details of it. They have been successful in
many parts of the country.

As far as modernisation is coucerned,
this is in fact a question which is beyond
the purview of this Ministry. But the
Government is attending to that problem,
because the modernisation of the textile
industry is of vital importance, and unless
we try to modernise the textile industry, it
would be very difficult, in the international
competition, to make cloth available
at the cheaper rate to the consumers them-
selves.

Shri Patil put a question whether the
Government intends to give a support price
in the interests of the farmers. As an
enlightened farmer himself, Shri Patil
should know that itis the policy of the
Goveroment, and in fact, we have been
announcing every year the support prices.
It ts a matter of argument whether this
particular price is reasonable or whether
it can be 10 per cent or more. That can: be
a point for argument, but as far as the
Government’s approach to this matter is
concerned, we try to help the farmers by
fixing the support prices. When Shri Patil
and some of his colleagues took the initia-
tive last year that the ceillng on cotton
price should be removed, the Government
responded to that last year and the celling
had been removed last year. We would
like to have a support price. That Is our
approach not only in regasd to cotton but
in regard to many other commodities
also.

Now, Shri Goyal raised some questions
but they have been covered in my reply ®
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some of the other questions which had 18.04 hrs.

been put.

I am thaokful to the hon. Members for The Lok Sabha then adjourned till
bhaving raised this discussion on the floor  Eleven of the Clock on Tuesday, May 13,
of the House. 1969/ Vaisakha 23, 1891 (Saka'.
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