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The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the 
Clock. 

[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair 1 

OBITUARY REFERENCE 

DEMISE 0: DR. ZAKIR HUSAIN, PRESIDENT 
OF INDIA 

MR SPEAKER: The hon. Prime 
Minister. 

THE PRIME MINISTER, MINISTER OF 
ATOMIC ENERGY AND MINISTER OF 
PLANNING (SHRIMATI INDIRA 
GANDHI) : Mr Speaker, Sir, I riso to speak 
with a heavy heart. Tho country has 
suffered a grievous loss, and tbe world has 
lost a man of vision and c)mpassion. Dr. 
Zakir Husain was a wise guide to our 
people. He reBected the best in the heritage 
of civilised man. He was an unusual 
amalgam of steadfastness and gentleness, 
representing the finest flowering of the 
composite culture of our country. 

It is rare to find '0 integrated a perso-
nalityas Dr. Zakir Husain·s. His life was 
rich and varied. Every visit to him, every 
conversation with him was an enriching 
experience, and I think. Sir, that thal was 
the feeling of most people who met him. He 
was a learned scholar, a thinker and a 
writer of distinction. Interested in people 
and nature, he was a connois9.eur of creative 
arts and had a deep and abiding interest 
in the finer things of life. With his wealth 
of knowledge and experience, he had a dis-
arming simplicity. Although he rose to the 
highest positions in the land, he retained the 
humility of true grea tnes. and was proud 
to describe himself as a mere teacher. He 
was so little attracted to pomp and power 
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that the high offices which he held had to 
be thrust upon him. He set the highest 
standards of conduct for himself, and every 
act and gesture of his was Jiving proof of 
this high integrity, ennobling all around him. 
To the end of his days, he remained an 
elder statesman whose soft words of wisdom 
were heard in defence of all that is of 
enduring value in public life. 

Many influences moulded his personality. 
tbe teaching of Islam and other great 
religions of our country and the world. tbe 
inspiration of Mahatma Gandhi and other 
great seekers of freedom and light the 
liberal and humane. philosopbies of the West 
and the writings of the great poets and 
autbors of all lands. He had an inquiring 
mind, not an accepting one. But he was 
free from dogma or narrowness of any 
kind and bent his fastidious intellect to a 
search for harmony and in the interests of 
a larger purpose. 

It is two years since tbe nation elected 
him to this high office. I recall the contro-
versy which was generated at that time. 
But I am sure that to-day everyone in the 
country, without distinction of party, region 
or religion, would agree that Dr Zakir 
Husain adorned the olliee of President with 
dignity, distinction and unblemished integrity. 
We did not elect him because he was a 
Muslim by birth and faith. We elected 
him because he was the most eminent Indian 
we could tbink of 10 be the first citizen of 
our Republic. And in the manner in which 
he conducted himself as President and 
earlier as Vice· President and Chairman of 
Rajya Sabha, he vindicated India's basic 
commitment to democracy and secularism. 

As President and representative of India, 
be made a deep impression on the stales men 
and people of other countries, and earned 
grealer esteelD and friendship for India. 

This evening we shall lay 10 rest a great 
India, wile belongs to the JoDg:line .of sages 
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and wise rulers of our ancient land. It is 
fitting that he should be laid to rest in an 
important centre of learning which he him-
self had built through his dedication and 
where practically every brick, book and 
trcc he had chosen. He will be one with 
the soil, the flowers and the plants of the 
land he loved so much. Dr Zakir Husain 
was a man who wanted our country to be-
come a garden and a school. His gradous 
presence is no more but his gentle words 
of deep conviction and his example of dedi-
cation, compassion and tolerance will remain 
in our memory and become part of our 
conscience. 

Mr Speaker, as the Head of the Govern-
ment I naturally mourn the death of the 
President. In the many difficult crises 
through which the country has passed during 
his brief tenure, he was a source of strength 
to my Government. But I remember him 
from the olden days of our frccdom struggle. 
I remember also his long-standing comrade-
ship with my father and other eminent 
leaders. This was a partnership which bound 
together all classes and castes, the old and 
the young in a common-cause the unity, 
the freedom and the welfare of our people. 

In paying homage to Dr. Zakir Husain, 
let us rededicate ourselves to our cherished 
values and to our unfinished tasks. 

May I, Sir, on behalf of the 
Government and also on behalf of the whole 
House, request you to be good enough to 
convey to Dr. Zakir Husain's family our 
lincercst condolences as also the assurance 
that we share their sorrow? 

May I move a Resolution at this stage? 
Sir, I bet! to move: 

"That the Lok Sabha, assembled under 
the shadow of a national tragedy, ex-
presses its profound sense of sorrow at 
the sudden death of the President of 
India, Dr. Zakir Husain, and pledges 
itself to promote the high ideals of 
patriotism, national unity, secularism 
and the service of humanity whicb he 
upheld." 

SHRI M. R. MASANI (Rajkot): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, in arlef we are united. The 

Leader of tbe House has spoken for all 
of us. I would like, on behalf of my Party 
to associate ourselves with wbat has faIlen 
from her lips and also with the Resolution 
that has been placed before the House. 

Sir, it is now more than thirty years 
that I recall first meeting Dr Zakir Husain. 
Most of the time that I knew him, I knew 
him as an educationist. It was in that 
capacity that many of us came to appreciate 
him and admire him. 

I remember, in the early forties, or the 
mid-forties when he was concerned witb 
establishing tbe Jamia Milia, I had tbe 
privilege to be of a little help to bim in 
placing that establishment on a well-endowed 
and stable basis. 

And then, later on, I knew hil)1 as 
Vice-Chancellor of Aligarh University, I later 
as Governor of Bihar and then as Vice-
President. 

As the Prime Minister had said, Sir, 
he was an embodiment of culture, of patrio-
tism and love of the country, of gentleness 
and humility. 

As the Prime Minister recalled, in 1967 
we, on this side of the House, were unable 
to concur in his election as President. 
That, Sir, was based on broad political con-
siderations and the national interest as we 
conceived it. And it was done, so far as 
some of us were concerned, with great 
regret, because of the personal regard we 
had for the man, 

He was a great Gandhian and a great 
democrat and he understood this and I 
can testify to the fact that he did not allow 
that incident to colour or mar in the slightest 
the personal relations he had with some of 
11S. I remember only a few months ago, a 
long, intimate conversation 1 bad with him 
when he shared with me his concern at the 
state of the country and the nation. 

A commentator of All India Radio said 
on Saturday night tbat be bated to think of 
Dr Zakir Husain as belonging to tbe world 
of politics. He said that "neitber tempera-
mentally nor intellectually did he belong to 
that shady world." Perbaps tbe way in 
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which we have allowed the standards of our 
public life to be lowered in the last few 
years merits the reproach. But then the 
question arises if good men like Dr Zakir 
Husain are to eschew public life and politics, 
what is to become of our country ? 

There are many wise words and many 
wise things he said which could be quoted 
and which have been quoted. But to me 
it appears that when he became President 
and gave an exhortation he told us about 
the thing most needed for our time and 
day. He said: 

"The situation demands of us work, 
work and more work, silent and sin-
cere work, solid and steady reconstruc-
tion of the whole natural and cultural 
life of our people." 

Sir. today we mourn the passing away 
and the los. of a great gentleman, a dedi-
cated educationist and a mellowed statesman. 

There is a Biblical sayiDg that "The meek 
shall inherit the earth". We do not know 
when that happy day will come; certainly 
Dot in our life-time. But the recognition, 
without his seeking, that came to Dr. 
Zakir Husain is perhaps, Sir, an augury of 
that happy day which may yet COme. 
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SHRI ANBAZHAGAN (Tiruchengode): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, we are deeply shocked at 
the sudden demise of our revered President, 
Dr. Zakir Husain, and the whole country as 
well a. Indians abroad are plunged into 
grief. 

Our President was Dot only the political 
head of our country, but also an embodiment 
the greatest traditions and the composit 
culture of our country. He was simple in 
living and humble in appearance, but great 
in ideals and noble in his thoughts. 

From the day that he came under the 
influence of Gandhiji, he took to his heart 
the cause of liberation of our great nation. To 
achieve this object, as a devout educationist. 
he wanted to do coDstructive service in the 
field of educatioD aDd strived hard to find 
and perfect a system suitable to this country. 
Gandhiji's idea of craft-cum-educatioD was 
eDtrusted to Dr. Husain, aDd through him 
basic educatioD was eDunciated. His seDse 
of duty in service of the nation was something 
deep and sublime. He was a devout Muslim 
and true to his religioD he had much respect 
fDr the religious aentiments of others. ID 
Gandhiji's words "if a man reaches the 
heart of his own religion, he has roached the 
heart. of others too". AI this ataae of per-



7 ObiJMary Reference MAY 5, 1969 l .~nc  • 
fection was attained by him, he stood as 
a great .ymbol of ow cherished idea of 
socialism. 

As President, he loved all sections of the 
public, rich an1 poor, high and low and all 
religious and linguistic groups. He enjoyed 
the confidence and admiration of one and all. 
All along his life, be tried to perform his 
duty with a sense of devotion, dignity and 
honesty. In his demise, our country has 
lost a great leader, who stood for peace, and 
for the prosperity and welfare of the vast 
multitude of our people. In him as Presi-
dent, Sir, we had an erudite scholar, an 
eminent educationist, a sobre statesman and 
a distinguished patriot. 

The scholarly words that he spoke on the 
occasion when he inaugurated the ]nter-
national Tamil Conference in Madras under 
the presidency of the then Chief Minister of 
Tamil Nadu, our late lamented leader Shri 
Anna, are still ringing in my ears. 

Our late President eulogised the Tamil 
language, its antiquity, the classical literature 
of the past, the modern development and 
its contribu.tion to the composite culture of 
this vast country. 

On behalf of the DMK Party and its 
Members and also on behalf of the people 
of Tamil Nadu, I wish to join with you all 
and with the Leader of the House in express-
ing our heart· felt condolences and pay our 
respectful homage to the departed leader. 

SHRI S.A. DANGE (Bombay Central 
South): Dr. Zakir Husain was one of these 
young men who gave up the college and 
joined the anti-imperialist national revolu-
tionary movement begun by Mahatma 
Gandhi in 1920, and till the last he remained 
loyal to nationalism and secularism. 

His election to the Presidentship of the 
Republic was a sign of the secular sense of 
the Indian people. ]t signified a continua-
tion of the movement of integration of the 
Hindu and Muslim cultures in our country 
which began in the sixteenth country under 
Akbar and Dara Shiko and the Hindu 
Vedantins at the top and saints like Kabir 
IIDd the Sufis from below. Unfortunately, 
it was broken.later by AUf8Il8IIZCh. 

Dr. Zaldr Husain's death is a great loss 
to the growth of democratic integration which 
we are trying to build in India under our 
Constitution and popular mores. 

SHRI SURENDRANATH DWIVEDY 
(Kendrapara): I fully associate myself and 
my party with the rich tributes that have 
been paid to our departed President Dr. Zakir 
Husain. 

Dr. Zakir Husain's life was a life of 
Privation, suffering and sacrifice. His quali-
ties as a person were outstanding and rare. 
He was a  real embodiment of Indian culture 
and what is known as nobility and humility. 

In this country when we have lost 
almost all great men, it is really a tragedy 
that at this juncture Dr. Zakir Husain should 
have passed away so unexpectedly. 

If any example is needed of his love of 
humanity and of his love for the integration 
of this country, then the fact that in spite of 
his bad health he dared to undertake a 
journey to NEFA, Nagaland and Assam-
which it seems had avery, bad effect on his 
health which caused his death ul timately-
shows how anxious he was to build up the 
integrity and integration of this nation. 

At this juncture when we have lost him, 
let us not talk about the election contest 
that we had. Contest is a democratic pro-
cedure which is inherent in our democratic 
system, and let not anyone carry this impres-
sion that because his candidature was con.' 
tested there was any lack of respect or 
regard for his qualities and his personality. 
He was universally liked by everybody, and 
although he belonged to a minority commu-
nity, he was liked by all communities in this 
country. 

We really mourn his death, and we 
arc all sorry that at this juncture we have 
lost him, and it is a great blow to our 
Indian nation. 

SHRI FRANK ANTIiONY (Nomina' 
ted-Anglo-Indians): Mr. Speaker, Sir, I 
associate myself with the sentimenll that 
have fallen from the Leader of the House 
IIDd the previous speakcn. 



9 Obituary hferenee VAISAKHA IS, 1891 (SAKA) Obituary Reference 10 

was an ardent advocate of Dr. Zakir 
Husain's election as President. Among the 
things that I said was that his candidature 
was a challenge to our commitment to 
secular democracy; I 11ailed his election as a 
heart-warming affirmation of that commit-
ment and indeed a vindication of our faith 
in the secular ideal. 

I knew him for the best part of thirty 
years. In a sense, he was a politician, in the 
sense that he was for many years a member 
of the Rajya Sabha, and also its Chairman. 
But I did not regard him as a politician in 
the normal sense because I believe fortuna-
tely, he lacked the asperities of the latter-
day politicians at any rate. I think he 
considered himself, first and last, as a teacher, 
personally interested in teaching, in educa-
tion, guiding and moulding youth. He had 
an old-world charm that was put in bold 
relief by refinement and scholarship. 

As the Leader of the House has said, he 
was a symbol of our commitment to secular 
democracy, but I think, even more importan-
tIl', he was a symbol of a composite culture, 
a synthesis of what is best in the Indian 
character and thinking, humanism tolerance, 
broad sympathies and freedom from paro-
chial and narrow loyalties. 

May God rest bis soul in peace. 

SHRI NAMBIAR (Tinlchirappalli): On 
behalf of the Communist Party (Marxist) 
and on my own behalf, I associate myself 
with the feeling. expressed by several other 
bon. members on the sudden and sad demise 
of Dr. Zakir Husain, President oflndiB. In his 
demise, we have lost a great patriot and 
nationalist, an educationist and, above aU, a 
humanist. He bas to his credit the entire 
service of an illustrious career in the cause 
of tbe nation, and of education in particular. 
He believed in what he said at tbe tIme of 
his ascendancy to the high office of the 
President.hip tht 'the whole of Bharat is 
my home and its people are my family' and 
str ietly acted up to his convictions. 

Many are the limitations of the office of 
President of India who acts under tbe advice 
of tbe Council of Ministers. Therefore, 
the scope of the President's personal 
contdbution to the shaping of .policies 

towards the governance of the people are 
very much less under the Indian Constitution. 
Still, from that high office, Dr. Zakir Husain 
radiated love and affection to the entire 
people of India and those abrnad. He is 
respected and loved by penple all over the 
world. 

I wholeheartedly support the Resolution 
moved by the Leader of the House. 
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• SHRI HUMAYUN KABIR (Basirhat): 
Mr. Speaker, we have met today to mourn 
the loss of tbe President of India, the first 
President to die in office. 

About his public achievements, I do not 
wish to.peak because those are known to 
everyone. Everyone of us knows that he was 
a great educationist and builder of Jamia 
Milia. Everyone of us knows thet he was 
a statesman, farsighted with wise counsel 
for all and always considerate of the feelings 
and opinions of others. 

We all know that he was a magnificent 
symbol of the rich and many-splendoured 
culture which this country has produced 
through evolution of some five or six thou-
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sand years. All these he was, but he was 
something even more because his was a rich 
human personality-one whose essential 
quality was kindness and consideration for 
others. 

I think one of the most remarkable 
things about him was that whoever came in 
contact with him, from whatever station of 
life and from whatever part of the world, he 
immediately made him or her feel completely 
easy. This applied not only to grown up 
people. I have seen small children of two or 
three, at first a little awed by his majestic 
appearance and a somewhat forbidding beard, 
very soon lose all fear and crawl up to him 
wanting to be caressed. These were the 
qualities of the man. Very often children get 
to the heart of the matter and rccolDise the 
innate goodness of man. In Dr. Zakir Husain, 
we had an example of the true humanist. 

ori behalf of my colleagues and on my 
own behalf, I should like to join in the 
tribute and the resolution moved by the 
Leader of the House to a great scholar, a 
great patriot and a great gentieman. 

SHRI J. B. KRIPALAm (Guna): I fully 
associate myself with what our· lady Prime 
Minister has said and the sentiments expres-
sed by other leaders of different parties. As 
I do not happen to belong to any party, I 
am speaking on behalf of the nation. . 

I came in contact with Dr Zakir Husain 
when he was a young man in 1920-21. I 
came in more intimate contact with him in 
connection with the educational reform that 
Gandhiji kept before the nation, namely, 
basic education. He was ti)e Chairman of 
the committee on basic education of which 
I was also a member. In those days of 
provincial outonomy, that education was con-
sidered to be the best form of education, 
most scientific and the most national. And 
in those conferences we met. Afterwards 
also when he founded Jamia Millia I came in 
contact with him. 

I think that the best decision that he 
took for himself was to act according to his 
nature and nature prescribed to him his duty 
in life- that was the educational field. He 
was a great educationist and as an education-
ist ought to be, he was a man of universal 

cOUrtes;. He was a 1i~1 in the highest 
sense of the term; he was 1Ilso a humanut. 
He loved nature; he loved flowers; he loved 
paintings and he loved rocks and gems and 
he was the right product of the composite 
culture that we have built up in India. It 
was a great tribute to the majority commu-
nity that he became our RlIshtrapati with the 
overwhelming vote of that majority. 

In hiS death we have lost a great man 
and we sorrow for his death. 

I believe that death come about because 
he took the duties of his position rather 
seriously, and he went to all sorts of places 
to wbich a man in his health would have 
been mOre careful not to go. So, it can be 
said that he was a martyr to the service of 
the country: He was loved by all classes of 
people. 

Sir, I support tbe resolution that has 
been placed before the House by the Prime 
Minister, and I am sure you will convey to 
tbe members of the family of the late Dr. 
Zakir Husain and to the members of the 
institution that he founded our heart-felt 
condolences. 

SHRI M. MUHAMMED ISMAIL 
(Manjeri); Mr. Speaker, Sir, on behalf of 
of my party, The Muslim League, and on 
my own behalf, I associate myself with the 
sincere sentiments expressed in the House 
touching the profound sorrow caused by 
the sudden, untimely and shocking demise 
of Dr. Zakir Husain, the most worthy 
President of India. 

Dr. Zakir Husain, Sir, was a gentleman 
par excellence and was of an outstanding, 
charming and rare personality, having to his 
credit solid and brilliant qualifications and 
high achievements. Many high and admir-
able qualities and virtues were harmoniously 
commingled in him-qualities some of which 
were seemingly contradictory of each other. 
He was a great thinker and writer, posses-
sing deep and wide learning and knowledge, 
but he was chary and sparing of speaking 
in public. He had an engaging courtesy and 
was of soft manners ; but he had also been 
endowed with the capacity of firm determin-
ation and unbending cour... of coDviction. 
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He had fittingly occupied exhalted and 
distinguished positions in life and ended 
as the Head of the State: At the same 
time, he had the inborn and unfailing 
quality of humility and modesty.  These and 
such other combina tions of virtues and 
qualities, his great achievements and distin-
luished services and sacrifices for the 
country and for humanity took him to a 
peak of personality which is not very frequ-
ently attained. 

From the time when he joined the free-
dom movement as a stalwart fighter to the 
end when he died in office as the President 
of India, he, as a great patriot and an advo-
cate of humanism, has rendered yeoman 
service to the country in various  spheres of 
life, particularly in the fileld of education 
and of humanism. His demise is really a 
very great and irreparable loss to the coun-
try. It is not easy to make good the 
loss. 

Sir, I associate myself with the sen-
timents, once again, expressed in the House 
and I also join in the motion that the con-
dolences of the House may be conveyed to 
the members of the bereaved family of the 
departed soul. 

May his soul rest in peace . 
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SHRI N.C. CHATTERJI3E (Burdwan) : 
Mr. Speaker, Sir, the election of Dr. Zakir 
Husain in the month of May two years back 
as President of India was really a remarka-
ble e.ent. For India it WBI a vindication of 
the secular democracy which it was preaching. 
Sir, we made him Rashtrapati and as such 
the Rashtrapati was respected and revered 
throughout India and also in the countries 
outside. Today, within two years of i~ 

election. we have met here to mourn his sad 
and untimely demise. 

We have got to remember that we have 
lost not merely a IIreat thinker, a real 
educationist. an eminent statesmen and a 
perfect gentleman: I call him a perfect 
sontleman because he Was the embodiment 
of both sublime detachment and also deep 
humllilY. That is his great qualilK:atkm. 
Today the whole of India mourns his stuDl\-
ing death 

We wanted him to rule over us for five 
years. In tilIlC$ of deep stress., and st~.i s, 

when the Centre-Slate relatioDshlp has beeD 
showing so many difficult problems. when 
even the student nr~t is assuming serious 
proportions, the great friend, philosopher and 
guide \0 the students, Dr. Zakir Husain, is 

nO .~ to belp and guide tis. That iaa 
great toss to tile S1att, great loss \0 this 
Parliament, great loss tn the whole natioD. 
The whole nation mourns his loss. We also 
mourn nis loss and support the resolution 
moved by the PriDle Ministor. 
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MR. SPEAKER: With a heavy heart 
laden with pief and sorrow, I join the House 
in paying its humble tribute to our revered 
President the late Dr. Zakir Husain. I fully 
a.ssociate myself with the sentiments expres-
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sed here by the Prime Minister, Leaden of 
Opposition Groups and other Members on 
the passing away of Dr. Zakir Husain. He 
was a symbol of modesty, secularism, wisdom 
and culture. In his sudden death, the 
nation has suffered a grievous loss, not only 
in the political field but in other spheres as 
well and more so in Education. We deeply 
mourn tlJe loss of this sreat son of India. 
We con~ 1 our heart felt condolences to 
Begum Husain and other members of the 
bereaved family. 

May I take it that the Resolution mo .. ed 
by the Prime Minister is accepted unanimou-
sly by the House ? 

HON. MEMBERS: Yes. 

MR. SPEAKER: The question is : 

"The Lok Sabha. assembled under 
the shadow of a national tragedy, ex-
presses its profound sense of sorrow at 
the sudden death of tbe President of 
India, Dr. Zakir Husain, and pledges 
itself to promote the high ideals of 
patriotism, national unity, secularism 
and the service of humanity which he 
upheld." 

The motion was adopted. 

MR. SPEAKER: The House may now 
stand in silence for a short while to express 
its sorrow. 

The Member> then stood in ./knee lor a 
short while. 

MR. SPEAKER: May I suggest we 
all reach Rashtrapati Bhavan at about 12-30 
P. M. to pay our homage and place a wreath 
on behalf of the whole Parliament on the 
body of our revered President the late Dr. 
Zakir Husain ? 

As a mark of respect to the memory of 
the late Dr. Zakir Husain. tbe House stands 
IIdjoumed to meet again at 11 A.M. tomor-
row. 

11.50 bro. 

Tire £Ok Sobha then ad/awned till 
E1tt.en 01 the Cloek on Tue.day May 6. 
1969JVaisaklra 16. 1891 (Saka); 


