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MEMBER SWORN/ 

SHRI SHRIPATI MISRA (Sultanpur, 
Uttar Pradesh) 

SHRI NATH PAl (Rajapur): A tradi-
tion was beiDg established by your prede-
cessor. I mean our distinguished previous 
Speaker. tbat every new Member was to be 
introduced properly. Have we discontinued 
Ibis tradition ? 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: That is all 
right. 

OBlTIJAR Y REFERENCES 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: I have to 
Inform the House of the sad demise of two 
of our friends. namely. Dr. Gopalrao 
~irao Kheclkar and Sbri N. Ramaseshaiah. 

Dr. Gopalrao Bejirao Kheclkar was a 
Member of First and Second Lok Sabha 
during the years 1952~. At the time of his 
death he was Minister for Rural Development 
in the Maharashtra Government. He passed 
away at Amravati On the 25 May, 1969 at 
the aae of 69. 

Shri N. Ramaseshaiah was a Member 
of First Lok Sabha during the years 1952-57. 

, At the time of his death he was Minister of 
Health in the Orissa Government. He passed 
away at Bhubaneswa:r on the 31st May, 1969 
at the • of 71. 

We deeply mourn the loss of these 
friends and I am sure the House will join me 
in conveyiDg our condolences to the bereaved 
families. 

THE PRIME MINISTER. MINISTER 
OF FINANCE, MINISTER OF ATOMIC 
ENERGY AND MINISTER OF PLAN-
NING (SHRIMATI INDIRA Gf-NDHI): 
Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir may I Join you in 
expressiol my deep rearet that we should 
bqin this session mouming the death of two 
of our distioguished erstwhile colleagues in 
parliament who have pasSed away since we 

last met? You have mentioned their names-
Dr. Gopalrao Bajirao Kbedkar and Shri 
N. Ramaseshaiah. 

Dr. Khedkar was an old soldier in our 
strullie for freedom havinl courted the 
first imprisonment in the early thirties. He 
remained throughout a prominent and distin-
guished leader from bis part of the country 
and had to bis credit a IODI record of public 
service. He served as a Member of tbe 
Legislative Assembly of Madhya Pradesh at 
the time of independence and was Member 
of the First and Second Lok Sabha. Although 
~tia1IY a political worker, Dr. Khedkar's 
field of interest was wide and varied. He 
was a journalist and he was interested in the 
cause of education. He worked for the 
uplift of our villagers. In his deatb we have 
lost an old and valued colleague. 

Sbri Ramaseshaiah was an independent 
Member of the First Lok Sabba. He was 
a prominent public figure of Tamiloadu. We 
mourn the death of these two distinguisbed 
colleagues and I would request you, Sir, to 
convey to the bereaved families our sincere 
condolences. 

SHRI RANGA (Srikakulam): Mr. 
Deputy-Speaker, Sir, I am extremely sorry 
that these two distinguished public workers 
have passed away. I associate myself with 
what has been stated by you, Sir, and the 
Prime Minister. 

I bave known Sbri R8masesbaiah since 
1927. He was a distinguisbed poet in 
Telugu and he belonged to Andhra and not 
Tamil Nadu. 

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI: 
am sorry, I meant Orissa. 

SHRI RANGA: He rose to prominence 
in Orissa. He was a member of this House. 
He worked as an independent member and 
also as a democrat under tbe leadership of 
Dr. Shyama Prasad Mookerji in that first 
democratic opposition party we had in this 
House from 1952 to 1957. He was a 
member of the Ganatantra Parishad also. 
In that capacity he served the people of 
Orissa for more than ten years. Thereafter, 
he joined our party, the Swatantra Party, 
and rose to be the Minister of Health and 
as a Minister for two years he distinlPlished 
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himself for his amiability and bonhomie 
relations with all those who came into 
contact with him. He was very well-known 
for his integrity and efficient administration. 
He was one of our good writers in Telugu 
and a good public worker who distinguished 
himself in two States, Andhra as well as 
Orissa. It is given to very few people 
indeed to achieve that. Afterwards, he rose 
to the position of a Minister of the Swatan-
tra Party in the coalition IIOvernment in 
Orissa. We bemoan his death on this 
occasion. 

I happen to know Dr Khedkar also. He 
was one of our colleagucs in the freedom 
struggle. If I remember right he rose to 
the Presidcntship of the Provincial Congress 
Committee. He was one of the champions of 
the Vidarbha cause. He was a kisan and a 
friend of the kisans and it was befitting 
that when eventually he rose to be a minis-
ter he chose to be a minister of rural 
development. I miss his presence and I 
am sure the whole House would join you, 
the Prime Minister and all of as in bemoan-
ing their loss and conveying our condolences 
to the members of their familics. 
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SHRI A. K. GOPALAN (ICaseraod): 
Sir. on behalf of my party I associate myself 
with the sentiments expressed here and I 
requeat that· our condolences may be con-
veyed to their familiea. 

SHRI SURENDRANATH DWIVEDY 
(Kendrapara): Sir, I fully associate myself 
and my party with the sentiments expreased 
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OD tbe demise of two of our elI<oJleagues. 
Shri Ramasesbaiab was Dot only a member 
of the First Lok Sabha but at the time of 
bis death was a minister in tbe present 
Orissa Cabinet. As an industrialist also he 
had made some contribution to the industrial 
development of Orissa. We are very sorry 
that we have lost sueb a person. I express 
my condolences to the bereaved families and 
I hope that our condolences will be conveyed 
to them. 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: The House 
may stand in silence for a short while to 
ellpreSs its sorrow. 

The Members th~n stood in ';/~nce 
for a short while. 

MAN'S LANDING ON THE MOON 

THE PRIME MINISTER, MINISTER 
OF FINANCE, MINISTER OF ATO-
MIC ENERGY AND MINISTER OF 
PLANNING (SHRIMATI INDIRA 
GANDHI): Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, 
may I take a minute from our imme-
diate national problems to share with the 
House my feeling of great excitement and 
refer to a historic cosmic event which has 
taken place today? Even though the recep-
tion on the radio was not too clear, I stayed 
up till early hours of the morning to get the 
news of the landing on the moon. We are 
now able to see our world in greater perspec-
tive aod to discover new beauty in it. 

On behalf of all Members of the House, 
I offer my warmest congratulations to Astro-
nauts Armstrong and Aldrin who have stepped 
on the mOOD aod to Commander Collins 
and also to the remarkable team df technolo-
gists and thousands of their co-workers who 
are behind them. 

This is surely the greatest and most 
daring of scientific feats. It is a proud 
moment 'for the people of the United States 
and indeed for all mankind. 

SHRI M. L. SONDHI tNew Delhi): 
Except China. 

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI: The 
space travellers of the U.S.A. and the 
U.S.S.R. ha\'e been beroes of our times, and 

the Joung everywhere are inspired by their 
example. In this moment of achievement, 
our thoughts go out to the Government and 
the people of the United States and, specially, 
if I might say so, to the families of tbese 
courageous men. May we wish them a happy 
landing back home. 

SHRI SURENDRANATH DWIVEDY 
(Kendrapara) : May I 'suggest that the 
House gives a standing ovation to these brave 
men for their achievement ? 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The whole 
House joins and shares the sentiments ex-
pressed by the Leader of the House, the 
Prime Minister, and we wish them safe lan-
ding back home. As suggested, let us give 
them a standing ovation for this achievement. 

Tlte Members tlten stood up 
and gave an ovation. 
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MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: It will be 
done; that will be conveyed. 

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 

Reduetion in L.I.C. Premium Rates. 

+ 
°1 DR. SUSHILA NAYAR: 
SHRI RANJEET SINGH: 
SHRI RAMGOPAL SHALWALE: 
SHRI JAGANNATH RAO 10SHI: 
SHRI BRU BHUSHAN LAL: 
SHRI A. SHREEDHARAN: 
SHRI K. LAKKAPPA: 
SHRI HARDAYAL DEVGUN: 
SHRI lAI SINGH: 
SHRI YAJNA DATI SHARMA: 
SHRI NAWAL KISHORESHARMA: 
SHRI YAMUNA PRASAD 

MANDAL: 
Will the Minister of FINANCE be plea-

sed to state: 

(a) whether an Expert Committee had 
recently sugested reduction in the premium 
rates charged by the life Insurance Corpora-
tion on life policies; 


