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 should  be  no  objection.  It  is  good
 that  the  public  sector  undertakings
 have  been  excluded  from  the  pur-
 view  and  mischief  of  this  Bill  be-
 cause  the  two,  private  monopolies
 and  State  monopoly,  cannot  be
 equated.

 SOME  HON.  MEMBERS:  Question.

 SHRI  AMRIT  NAHATA:  The
 equation  of  the  two  exhibits  a  total
 ignorance  of  the  purpose  for  which
 the  public  sector  undertakings  fun-
 ction  and  a  total  ignorance  of  the
 basic  elementary  economic  laws.

 MR.  DEPUTY-SPEAKER  :  This
 will  continue  on  the  next  occasion.

 svn  59  hrs.

 BUSINESS  ADVISORY  COMMI-
 TTEE

 Forty-ruairp  Reporr
 THE  MINISTER  OF  PARLIA-

 MENTARY  AFFAIRS,  AND  SHIP:
 PING  TRANSPORT  (SHRI  RAGHU-
 RAMAIAH):  Sir,  I  beg  to  present  the
 Forty-third  Report  of  the  Business
 Advisory  Committee.

 For  the  information  of  the  House
 I  may  say  that  this  report  contains
 two  important  recommendations.  One
 is  that  there  will  be  a  sitting  on  Satur-
 day,  the  20th  December.  The  other
 is  that  Lunch  Hour  will  be  dispensed
 with  from  tomorrow.  Members  need
 not  dispense  with  their  lunch.

 SHRI  RAMAVATAR  SHASTRI
 (Patna)  :  Is  it  a  unanimous  reco-
 mmend:‘ion  2

 ‘
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 HALF-AN-HOUR  DISCUSSION

 DEVELOPMENT  Caucurra

 SHRI  SAMAR  GUHA  (Contui)  :  I
 am  raising  in  this  House  to-day  the
 most  tragic  story  of  the  biggest
 city  of  India,  the  historic  city  of
 our  country.  Recently  a  foreign
 journalist.  visited  Calcutta.  He  was
 so  much  horrified  by  the  dismal
 spectre  of  the  dehumanising  chaos

 OF

 prevailing  in  Calcutta  to-day  that:
 he  alarmingly  observed  ;  ‘Calcutta
 is  a  dying  city.”  Although  Calcutta
 has  become  a  concern  for  inter-
 national  anxiety,  our  leaders  in
 Delhi  are  showing  a  callous  apathy,
 abject  indifference  and  neglect  to-
 wards  the  problems  of  Calcutta.  Re-
 cently,  the  World  Health  Organi-
 zation  called  “Calcutta  as  an  interna-
 tional  health  hazard.”  The  World
 Bank  observed  that  “the  problems
 of  Calcutta  are  w  national  economic
 problem  of  the  whole  of  India.”
 Recently,  a  team  of  British  and
 American  experts  on  urban  de-
 velopment  visited  Calcutta  and
 mmented  :

 co-

 “We  have  not  seen  human  degra-
 dation  on  a  comparable  scale
 in  any  other  city  of  the
 world”’,

 Let  us  not  forget  that  this  City
 of  Calcutta  till  9l2  was  the  capital  of
 Tndia.  Let  us  also  recollect  that  this
 historic  city  radiated  the  message  of
 national  renaissance  of  India,  created
 a  saga  of  sclf  immolation  for  the
 cause  of  national  frecdom.

 Let  us  remember  what  this  great
 city  of  Calcutta  has  contributed  to
 India  and  to  the  world.  This  historic
 city  gave  to  our  country  and  to  the
 mankind  great  sous  of  India  like  Raja



 5ll  Development  of

 {Shri  Samar  Guha]
 Ram  Mohan  Roy  and  Ramakrishna
 the  spiritual  prophets  of  modern  age
 Vivekananda  and  <Arobindo,
 messengers  of  universal  humanism,
 and  Bankimchandra  and  Rabindra-
 nath  Tagore,  the  visionaries  of  new
 horizon  of  cultural  values.  This  great
 city  produced  the  pioneer  scientists
 like  Acharya  Jagadish  Chandra  and
 Prafulla  Chandra.  It  gave  the  whole
 nation  the  indomitable  revolutionaries
 like  Deshbandhu  and  Netaji,  the  in-
 domitable  revolutionaries  of  our  time
 and  glories  of  innumerable  martyrs
 for  the  cause  of  national  freedom.
 But  this  historic  city  is  now  really
 dying.  Yet  thia  city  is  not  dead
 completely.

 This  city  is  the  most  vital  key-stone
 for  the  whole  of  national  economy  of
 our  country.  Let  me  cite  in  this  House
 its  contributions  to  the  national  evo-
 nomy  today.

 Calcutta  is  the  biggest.  metropoli§
 of  India  and  in  its  demographic
 dimension  it  is  next  to  New  York,
 London  and  Tokyo.  Calcutta  with
 a  radius  of  250  miles  constitutes  the
 most  vital  industrial  complex  of  our
 country.  It  produces  biggest  quantums
 of  coal,  steel,  iron,  light  and  heavy
 engineering  goods,  railway  —  wagons,
 jute  products,  —  textiles,  chemicals,
 paper,  machine  tools,  arms  and  ammu-
 nition  for  the  whole  nation.  It  is
 the  most  important  centre  of  trade,
 business  and  industry  for  the  whole
 of  castern  India  dealing  directly  with
 the  economy  of  50  million  of  our
 people  of  castern  region.

 Greater  Calcutta  produces  79%  of
 iron  and  steel,  78%  of  railway  wagons
 and  76%  of  mining  and  quarrying
 goods  of  all  the  companies  of  India.
 Over  4000  factories  are  situated  in
 this  industrial  complex.  Calcutta  pro-
 duces  15%  manufactures  of  India.

 the  ,
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 Calcutta  port  handles  45%  of  India’s
 export  and  25%  of  import  by  tonnage

 0%  of  India’s  total  banking  clearance
 is  made  by  Calcutta  and  37%  of
 all  foreign  banking  deposits  is  account-
 ed  in  Calcutta  banks.

 Calcutta  controls  9]00  joint  stock
 companies  with  a  paid  up  capital  of
 Rs,  634  crores  which  is,  according
 to  1958-59.  figure,  43  ९  of  total  com-
 panies  in  India.  It  provides  jobs  for
 9  lakhs  workers  of  which  8  lakhs  come
 from  outside  the  state  of  West  Bengal.

 Calcutta’s  contribution  to
 national  finance  are  no  less  _  signi-
 ficant.  Greater  Calcutta  generates
 Rs.  64]  crores  annually  for  the  whole
 nation,  Calcutta  pays  over  one-fifth
 of  the  total  Central  tax  and  earns
 more  than  one-third  of  foreign
 exchange  for  the  country.  Calcutta
 collects  Rs.  96  crores  by  way  of  export
 and  import  duties  annually  and  Rs,  45
 crores  by  way  of  Central  excise  taxes.
 Calcutta  customs  zone  deals  with
 Rs,  640  crores  worth  of  merchandise
 export  and  Rs.  96]  crores  worth  of
 import  merchandise.  In  959  Calcutta
 port  exported  Rs.  00  crores  worth  of
 tea  and  Rs.  66-2  crores  worth  of
 jute  products,

 the

 Greater  Calcutta  produces  Rs.  332
 crores  worth  of  mineral  wealth  annually.
 Calcutta  contributes  to  the  country
 as  a  whole  the  highest  quantums  of
 Small  Savings  and  insurance  business,
 Transferred  capital  from  Calcutta,
 huge  in  amount,  provides  funds  for
 the  trade  and  industry  in  other  parts
 of  the  country.

 Caleutta  generates  58%  of  income
 of  the  whole  of  West  Bengal.  If
 Calcutta  dies,  what  will  happen  to
 our  national  economy  ?  Let  the  Go-
 vernment  ponder  over  it.  What
 is  the  present  position  of  this  State.
 This  major  city  and  most  vital  city
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 and  the  key-stone  for  the  national
 economy  of  India  is  virtually  dying
 today.  I  will  give  you  a  grim  picture
 of  the  harrowing  condition  of  this
 dying  city.

 Calcutta  to-day  represents  chaos,
 crisis,  dislocation,  disintegration,  filth,
 slums,  squalors  and  break-down  in
 every  sphere.  These  are  the  certain
 harrowing  statistics  of  the  city  of
 Calcutta  that  I  will  present  to  the
 House  to-day.  The  present  population
 of  Calcutta  is  78  lakhs  and  in  986
 it  will  be  l0  million.  Calcutta  is  the
 densest  city  in  the  world,  having  almost
 double  the  density  of  Bombay  and
 nearly  three  times  than  the  sky-
 scrapper  city  of  New  York.  55%  of
 Caléutta’s  population  consists  of
 frustrated,  demoralised  and  desperate
 refugees  from  East  Pakistan.  9  lakhs
 of  Indian  citizens  from  outside  West
 Bengal  ure  employed  in  Greater
 Calcutta.

 5  lakhs  of  Calcuttans  live  in  hell-
 hole  like  slums  and  most  of  the  middle
 class  East  Pakistan  refugees  are
 huddled  into  42  bustees  cuphemis-
 tically  called  squatters’  colonies.  50%,
 of  the  people  of  Calcutta  live  in  one-
 room  houses  with  four  persons  on  an
 average  in  each  room.  30,000  persons
 in  this  city  are  homeless,  18,000  beggars
 swarm  its  streets  and  50,000  vendors
 and  hawkers  overcrowd  its  foot-
 paths.

 12%  Calcuttans  have  no  lavatory,
 4%,  share  one  lavatory  for  00  per-
 sons  and  %  have  one  lavatory  for
 0  families.  You  will  be  astonished  to
 know  that  1,26,000  open  privies  are
 spread  over  the  city,  creating
 disease,  germs,  filth  and  what  not.
 That  is  why  once  Kippling  described
 Calcutta  as  the  ‘Cholera  capital  of
 the  world’.  On  an  average,  every
 year,  6,000  fall  victims  of  cholera

 attacks  of  which  1,800,  cases  prove
 fatal.  From  93]  to  963  the  per  capita
 supply  of  filtered  water  has  reduced
 from  52-3  gallons  to  only  28  galllons
 Corresponding  figures  for  unfiltered
 water  are  44-1  and  30  gallons  per
 head.  Calcutta  has  129,  acres  of  park,
 less  than  half  of  Bombay  and  Madras
 and  one-seventh  of  Bangalore.

 MR.  DEPUTY  SPEAKER  :  Your
 time  is  up.

 SHRI  SAMAR  GUHA :  At  least  5
 minutes  should  be  given  to  me.
 Please  don’t  disturb  me.

 MR.  DEPUTY  SPEAKER  :  There
 are  four  other  members.

 SHRI  SAMAR  GUHA:  This  is  my
 right.

 MR  DEPUTY  SPEAKER:  I  am
 only  seeking  your  co-operation.

 SHRI  SAMAR  GUHA  :  BAY,  of
 Calcutta  streets  are  not  covered  by
 sewerage  system  and  Howrah  has
 no  sewerage  at  all.  As  such  0
 minutes  rainfall  is  sufficient  to  flood
 the  city  and  dislocate  its  whole
 traffic.

 In  Calcutta  city,  the  —  registered
 number  of  motor  vehicles  are  1,10,000.
 with  10,000  hand-driven  carts  and
 20,000  bicycles  added  to  it.  City
 suburban  railways  carry  2  lakhs  of
 people  daily  to  and  from  Calcutta,
 Calcutta  trams  carry  ]  8  lakhs  pas-
 sengers  daily.  During  busy  hours
 75  seater  trams  carry  200  and  65
 seater  double-deckers  carry  50  pas-
 sengers.  Between  ‘1956-64  passenger
 vehicles  increased  by  43%  but  during
 this  time  only  8km.  of  new  roads  have
 been  built.  During  the  last  0  years
 street.  accidents  increased  by  24%,
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 In,  1965,  17,504  strect  accidents  occur-
 red,  of  which  1,347,  victims  died  and
 22,25l  persons  got  injured.  5
 lakhs  of  pedestrians  cross  Howrah
 bridge  daily  and  the  number  of  vehicles
 crossing  it  is  44,000.  Due  to  abnormal
 congestion  in  the  city,  cramping  of
 streets  and  traffic  dislocations  are
 su  frequent  that  on  the  average  vehi-
 cular  mobility  in  the  busy  parts  of
 the  city  is  on  the  average  only  10-5
 miles  per  hour,  This  is  an  every  day
 phenomenon.  32  per  cent  of  the  children
 and  56  per  cent  of  adults  have  no
 scope  for  primary  or  junior  education
 and  Calcutta’s  illiteracy  is  64  per  cent.
 5  lakhs  educated  youths  are  jobless
 in  Greater  Calcutta.  Mounds  of  stingy
 garbage  abounding  Calcutta  streets
 is  a  health  hazard  for  all.  What
 will  be  the  imterpretation  of  these
 grim  statistics  in  terms  of  socio-
 economic  problems  of  Calcutta  ?
 Let  the  Government  take  urgent
 steps  to  tackle  this  problem.  The
 following  steps  must  be  undertaken
 immediately  to  tackle  this  problem
 without  any  loss  of  time.  They  are  :

 (1)  Slum  clearance  and  housing
 for  homeless.

 (2)  Supplying  adequate  quantities
 of  filtered  and  unfiltered
 water  to  the  citizens.

 (3)  Construction,  repair  and  ex-
 pansion  of  roads  and  streets.

 (4)  Providing  additional  transpor-
 tation  by  setting  up  circular,
 underground  and  mono-rail
 and  trolly  —  buses.

 (5)  Regular  clearance  of  garbage.

 (6)  Expansion  of  sewerage  system
 to  cover  the  whole  city.

 (7)  Construction  of  at  least  two
 more  bridges  over  the  Hooghly
 river.
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 (8)  Expansion  of  scope  for  primary
 and  junior  education.

 (9)  Providing  jobs  for  educated
 youths.

 (10)  Expanding  parks
 reational  prounds.

 and  rec-

 These  are  the  immediate  steps  which
 should  be  taken  up  for  the  survival  of
 Calcutta.

 Regarding  the  funds  required  for
 the  purpose,  the  Metropolitan  Organi-
 sation  for  Calcutta  has  drawn  up  a
 blueprint  for  development  of  the,  city
 on  a  long  term  basis.  For  the  long
 term  projects  the  OMPO  requires
 Rs.  3.000  crores  and  for  short  term
 planning  i  requires  a  fund  of  Rs,  400
 to  Rs.  50  crores.  Funds  for  develdp-
 ment  of  Calcutta  can  he  mobilised  in
 the  following  manner:

 (L)  By  diverting  a  major  part.
 of  the  PL-480°  funds  which

 *  are  now  accounted  as  Rs,  739
 Crores,

 (2)  Asking  aids  from  International
 Organisations  like  -  World
 Bank,  International  Deve-
 lopment  Loan  Fund,  UNO
 Special  Fund,  Ford  Foun-
 dation,  World  Health  Orga-
 nisation  and  others,

 (3)  Providing  assistance  by  the
 Central  Government  to  the
 extent  of  at  least  Rs.  80
 crores  as  demanded  by  the
 West  Bengal  Government.

 Some  economic  pundits  of  the
 Central  Governnient  objected  to  such
 fund  finding  measures  on  the  plea
 that  such  move  will  lead  to  inflation
 as  if  collapse  of  economic  potential
 and  productive  capacity  of  the
 industrial  complex  of  Greater  Calcutta
 will  not  increase  inflation  and  spell
 disaster  for  the  national  economy  otf
 the  country.
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 Regarding  Urban  development  Prob-
 lem  of  Calcutta  Pandit  Jawaharlal
 Nehru  observed  in  96]  :—

 “Calcutta  is  the  biggest  city  of
 the  country.  Its  problems  are
 national  problems,  quite  apart
 from  the  problems  of  West
 Bengal,  and  it  is  necessary
 that  something  special  should
 be  done.  If  the  whole  city
 went  to  pieces  it  would  be
 a  .remendous  tragedy.”

 The  Prime  Minister  followed  by  the
 President  visiting  Calcutta  ७  month
 before,  expressed  the  same  concern
 for  Calcutta.  If  they  are  sincere  in
 their  concern,  they  should  take  all
 out  steps  to  provide  necessary  fund
 for  the  development  of  the  city  of
 Calcutta.  Recently  the  New  York
 Times  warned  the  leaders  about
 the  dismaying  fate  of  Calcutta,  when
 it  said  :

 “Calcutta  is  the  economic  and
 political  key-stone  of  modern
 India.  Calcutta  is  now  wre-
 tched,  the  most  <lesperate
 choking  into  death  us  a  result
 of  over  crowding  and  neglect
 Calcutta’s  demise  either  by
 slow  strangulation  or  sudden
 convulsion  could  doom  India’s
 20  yeurs  experiment  in  demo-
 cratic  development”.

 I  have  already  presented  a  grim
 picture  of  the  tragedy  facing  Calcutta.
 Will  the  Government  realise  the  import
 of  the  red  signal,  its  sucio-political
 consequences,  blazing  in  the  heart  of
 the  dying  city  of  Calcutta  ?  If  Calcutta
 dies  due  to  callous  neglect  and  indi-
 fference  of  the  Central  Government
 the  Political  Nemesis,  appearing  as
 anti-national  erupti  ns,  will  overtake

 he  fate  of  India  in  uo  time.  Therefore,
 wish  that  the  Government  should
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 give  us  assurance  in  this  behalf.  I
 want  that  “Prime  Minister”  should
 have  replied.  But  this  matter  has  been
 left  to  a  junior  minister,  the  Minister
 for  Finance,  who  cannot  deliver  the
 goods,  neither  can  he  commit  the
 Government,  nor  cun  he  have  under-
 standing  of  the  immensity  of  the
 tremendous  problems  fucing  tho  city
 of  Calcutta,  [  am  sorry  to  point  out
 the  step-motherly  treatment  meted
 out  to  the  city  of  Oalcutta.  The  Prime
 Ministror  tried  to  get  enthusiastic
 clappings  of  millions  of  Calcuttans
 during  the  recent  meeting  in  the  city
 but  I  am  sorry  to  say  tnat  sho  has
 no  sincerity  in  dealing  with  the
 problems  of  Calcutta.

 at  fina  चन्द्र  झा  (मधुबनी)  :  में  सरकार
 से  जानना  चाहता  हु  कि  कलकत्ता  मेट्रोपोलिटन
 प्लान  क्रिस  रूप  में  है,  वह  कभी  कार्यान्वित  होगा
 या  नहीं  होगा.  ?  यदि  नहीं  होगा.  तो  क्‍यों  ?

 दूसरी  बात  यह  है  कि  मेट्रोपोलिटन  प्लान  हो
 है  या  किसी  दूसरें  प्लान  के  मातहत  ट्यूब  या
 ग्रन्डर  ग्राउंड  ट्रेन  की  व्यवस्था  है  कलकत्ता  के
 विकास  के  (लए  ?  यदि  है  तो  किस  रूप  में  है  ?
 यदि  नहीं  ता  क्यां  ध

 तीसरी  नबात  यह  है  कि  कलकत्ते  में  खाने  की
 दिक्कतें  हैं,  होटल  अच्छे  नहीं  है,  खाना  साफ
 नहीं  मिलता  है  तो  क्‍या  जैसे  बम्बई  में  कारपोरेशन
 की  तरफ  से  स्कवेयर  मीलूस  की  व्यवस्था  है,
 उसी  तरह  की  व्यवस्था  कलकता  में  भी  करने  का
 विचार  है  जिससे  कि  लोगों  को  सस्ता  श्र  साफ
 खाना  उपलब्ध  हो  सके  ?

 चौथी  बात  यह  है  कि  वहां  पर  लोगों  को  फूट-
 पाथ  पर  सोना  पता  cs  gat  लिए  क्या
 वहां  पर  तोल-चार,  पांच  जगहों  पर  कामत-हाल
 के  रूप  म  व्यवस्था  करन  का  विचार  है  या  नही  ?

 ग्रा खिरी  बात  पह  है  कि  बल्  बैंक  से  या  बाहर
 से  खासकर  कलकत्ता  क॑  लिए  कितनी  कितनी  मदद
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 अबतक  मिली  है  और  कितनी  और  मदद  की
 ग्रापको  उम्मीद  है  ?

 श्री  रामावतार  शास्त्री  (पटना)  :  कलकत्ता

 शहर  के  विकास  के  लिए  भारत  सरकार ने  प्रथम,
 द्वितीय,  तृतीय  तथा  चतुर्थ  पंचवर्षीय  योजनाओं
 के  अन्तर्गत  क्रमशः  कितनी  धनराशि  की  मदद
 की  है  या  करने  का  विचार  रखती  है  ?

 प्रत्येक  योजना  की  अधि  में  विभिन्‍न  मदों  में
 भारत  सरकार  ने  कलकत्ता  शहर  से  जो  धन  राशि
 आय  के  रूप  में  प्राप्त  की  है उसका  अलग  अलग
 ब्योरा  क्‍या  है  ?

 कभी  हाल  में  कलकत्ता  नगर  निगम  के  मेयर
 ने  दिल्ली  में  आकर  प्रधान  मंत्री  तथा  सरकार  के

 दूसरे  अधिकारियों  से  कलकत्ता  नगर  के  विकास
 के  सम्बन्ध  में  क्या  कोई  बातें  की  थीं  ?  यदि  हां,
 तो  उसका  ब्यौरा  क्‍या  है  ?  कितने  सवालों  पर
 वार्ता  हुई,  सरकार  ने  उसका  क्‍या  जवाब  दिया
 आर  सरकार  की  प्रतिक्रिया  क्‍या  है  ?

 श्री  स०  मो०  बनर्जो  (कानपुर)  :  में  भी
 इसका  समर्थन  करता  हूं  ।

 SHRI  BENI  SHANKER  SHARMA
 (Banka)  Mr.  Deputy-Speaker,
 Sir,  Late  Shri  Jawahar  Lal  Nehru
 once  said  that  Calcutta  was  a
 city  of  processions.  But  if  he  were
 now  alive  he  would  have  changed
 the  word  ‘procession’  to  problems.
 In  fact  Calcutta  now  is  a  city  of  80
 miny  problems.  There  are  prob-
 lems  to  which  Mr.  Samar  Guha  has
 drawn  your  pointed  attention.  I
 would  not  dilate  on  that;  I  would
 simply  like  to  bring  the  attention
 of  the  House  to  two  very  important
 problems  facing  this  city.  In  Cal-
 cutta  there  is  no  good  stadium  as
 yet.  We  saw  in  the  papers  to-day
 that  in  the  Cricket  test  match  there, there  was  o  scramble  for  tickets,
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 and  in  the  melee  six  valuable  lives
 were  lost.  I  want  to  know  from  the
 Minister  by  what  timea  stadium
 will  be  built  in  Calcutta  which
 would  be  uble  to  house  at  least
 two  lakhs  of  people.

 There  is  the  other  Problem  of  traffic.
 T  raised  a  Half-an-Hour  discussion  in
 this  House  last  year  about  the  problems
 of  Calcutta  traffic.  The  then  Railway
 Minister  had  given  an  assurance  that
 Calcutta  will  have  very  soon  a  circular
 railway  to  ease  the  traffic  situation.
 I  would  like  to  know  what  is  the
 Persent  position  of  the  construction
 of  the  circular  railway.  By  what  time
 it  will  be  completed  ?  Because,  Sir,  so
 far  as  the  traflic  in  Calcutta  is  con-
 cerned,  one  would  like  to  go  to  hell
 than  travel  in  Calcutta  in  ७  tram  or
 bus.  These  wre  a  few  specific  questions
 to  which  I  would  like  the  hon’ble
 Minister  to  reply

 SHRI  B.K.  DASCHOWDHURY
 (Cooch-Bihar  )  :  The  whole  picture  of
 the  difficulties  faced  by  Calcutta  has
 been  presented  to  the  House  by  my
 hon.  friend  Shri  Samar  Guha  and
 I  support  him.  |  would  like  to  make
 it  more  clear  that  out  of  the  total
 income  generated  in  West  Bengal,
 58  per  cent  comes  from  the  Calcutta
 city  alone.  In  money  terms in  960-6l
 it  comes  to  Rs.  640  crores  annually.
 According  to  recent  statistics  in
 1966-67,  it  is  about  1,000  crores
 annually  coming  from  this  city  of
 Calcutta  alone.  You  can  imagine
 it  comes  to  roughly  Rs.  3  crores  a
 day.  That  is  the  income  gene-
 rated  in  Culcutta.  But  what  is  the
 fate  of  Calcutta  ?  How  is  this  money
 being  taken  by  the  Centre  ?  The
 Corporation  tax  accrues  entirely  to
 the  Centre.  Only  a  small  fraction
 is  given  to  the  State  Government
 from  excise  duties,  income-tax,
 etc.  by  way  of  divisible  pool.
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 This  is  also  a  device  under  certain  con-
 ditions.  But  whether  those  conditions
 are  applicable  to  Calcutta  is  the
 question.  From  Calcutta  goes  about
 Rs.  280  million  by  small  denomination
 money  orders  sent  by  poor  workers
 to  their  people  in  other  States,
 annually.  This  was  the  figure  in  |  960-
 6l.  According  to  the  statistics  of
 ‘1967,  this  figure  rose  to  Rs.  450  million
 annually.  In  spitefof  this,  the  appall-
 ing  condition  of  Calcutta  continues
 unremedied.  Business  and  industry
 are  languishing.  The  port  is  suffering  ;
 its  navigability  is  being  choked.  Here
 I  would  like  to  quote  an  important
 observation  by  the  World  Bank  team
 which  visited  Calcutta;  this  is  as
 regards  the  special  needs  of  the  Greater
 Calcutta  area.

 “There  is  hardly  any  aspect  of
 community  development  that
 is  keeping  pace  with  the
 growth  of  Calcutta’s  popu-
 lation  or  with  the  require-
 ments  of  its  hinterland.
 The  conditions  _  likewise
 nurture  feelings  of  unrest
 and  malaise  in  the  popula-
 tion  which  are  likely  to
 boil  over  from  time  to  time
 in  ways  that  are  both
 destructive  and  ini-
 mical  to  orderly  economic
 development”.

 At  the  th  NDC  meeting,  Shri
 Jawaharlal  Nehru  referred  to  one
 city  in  India,  that  is,  Calcutta  in
 these  terms  :

 “Calcutta  is  the  Biggest  city
 in  the  country.  Its  problems
 are  no  doubt  national  pro-
 blems,  /  quite  apart  from
 the  problems  of  West  Bengal
 and  it  is  necessary  that
 somethig  special  should  ७७
 done,”

 Recently,  when  the  President  visited
 West  Bengal  and  Calcutta,  he  said,
 TI  quote  from  the  newspaper  report  :

 “The  President  assured  the  Qal-
 cutta  Corporation  Mayor  that.
 he  woud  do  everything  possible
 for  the  development  of
 West  Bengal,  particularly
 Calcutta.  He  further  said,  on
 returning  to  Delhi  he  would
 meet.  the  Prime  Minister  and
 request.  her  to  give  financial
 assistance  whatever  ‘is  re-
 quired  for  the  development:
 of  Calcutta.”

 In  view  of  these  observations  and
 facts  placed  before  the  House,  IT  would
 ask  only  one  question  whether  it
 would  really  be  difficult  for  Govern-
 ment,  which  has  an  annual  budget.  of
 nearly  Rs.  4,000  crores  and  more  to
 spare  at  least  Rs.  50—-200  crores
 for  the  development  of  Calcutta.  In
 the  alternative,  will  it.  be  really  difficult
 for  them  to  consider  having  certain
 financial  assistance  from  international
 agencies,  while  it  was  very  easy  for  the
 Bombay  Municipal  administration  to
 get  sanction  from  international  agencies
 to  the  extent  of  Rs.  60  crores  for
 its  water  supply  scheme  ?  To  this  City
 which  gives  so  much  of  money  to  the
 country,  which  gives  ]5—20  per  cent
 of  the  total  income  to  the  country,
 which  gives  scopes  for  one-fifth  of  the
 Indian  people  to  earn  their  livelihood
 this  Government  should  do  something
 to  ameliornte  the  conditions  of  Cal-
 cutta.  Further,  this  Government  should
 know  that  if  Calcutta  dies  today,
 India  cannot  live.

 SHRI  S.M.  BANERJEE  :  If  Calcutta
 dies,  who  lives.

 THE  MINISTER  OF  STATE
 IN  THE  MINISTRY  OF  FINANCE
 (SHRI  P.C.  SETH)  :  It,
 was  very  unkind  on  the  part  of
 Shri  Samar  Guha  to  have  retorted



 523  Development  of  DECEMBER

 (Shri  8.  M.  Ranerjce]

 in  the  manner  he  did  saying  that
 the  Prime  Minister  is  only  paying
 lip-sympathy  to  Calcutta  and  she
 is  not  presest  here  to  reply  to
 the  debate.  lt  is  the  Prime  Miniter’s
 pleasure  to  delegate  the  authority
 of  replying  to  the  debate  to  asy
 of  the  Ministers  who  she  thinks
 proper.

 SHRI  SAMAR  GUHA:  Who  cannot
 deliver  the  goods.

 SHRI  P.C.  SETHI  :  In  that  capacity,
 T  am  speaking,  not  as  an  individual
 Junior  Minister,  but  on  behalf  of
 the  Government  of  India.  Therefore,
 this  type  of  remarks  are  not.  going  to
 help  in  the  solution  of  the  prob-
 lem.

 SHRI  SAMAR  GUHA:  The  Prime
 Minister  made  the  declaration  of
 a  package  deal  to  Assam.

 SHRI  P.C.  SETHI:I  am  declaring
 on  behalf  of  the  Prime  Minister  what.
 I  have  to  say.

 We  are  not  trying  to  waterdown  or
 scaledown  the  problems  of  Calcutta,
 whatever  they  are.  what  Prime  Minister
 Nehru  said  about  Calcutta  in  96l.
 The  present;  Prime  Minister  more  or
 less,  in  a  different  set  of  words,  also
 repeated  the  same  sentiments  and  said
 that  the  problems  of  Calcutta  require
 special  attention.  It  is  from  this  point
 of  view  that  we  look  at  the  problem.
 We  want  not  only  Calcutta  but  the
 whole  of  India  to  live  and  that  is  why
 while  considering  the  special  problems
 of  Calcutta  the  Government  of  India
 thought  it  proper  to  maintain  the
 Hooghly  as  the  life  line  of  Calcutta,  If
 Hooghly  silts  and  does  not  flush  out
 properly,  Calcutta  cannot  live.  There-
 fore,  the  charge  that  Calcutta  has  not

 ‘been  treated  properly  by  the  Central
 Government  is  not  truce.  It  was  only
 on  this  consideration  that  Government
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 have  undertaken  the  Farrakka  Barrage
 project.  at  a  total  cost  of  Rs.  153-6
 crores,  out  of  which  Rs.  77  crores  have
 already  been  spent  and  there  is  a  pro-
 vision  made  in  the  Fourth  Plan  ot
 Rs.  70  crores.  Farrakka  particularly
 is  meant  to  maintain  the  lifeline  of
 Hooghly  which  is  very  very  important
 for  Calcutta.

 Then  I  would  like  to  enumerate
 what  the  Central  Government  have
 done  during  the  Third  Plan  and  are
 going  todoin  the  Fourth  Plan  period
 and  also  deal  with  the  various  points
 raised  by  hon.  members.  After  all,
 there  are  different.  divisions  according
 to  which  there  are  respective  Tesponsi-
 bilities  and  dut’es  cast’  on  the  Corpo-
 rations,  the  State  Governments  and
 the  Central  Government.  From  this
 point  of  view,  we  have  to  see  how
 much  effort  has  been  made.

 Shri  Samar  Guha  has  detailed
 the  good  points  about  Calcutta  as  also
 narrated  the  harrowing  conditions
 about  it.  Nobody  can  deny,  with  minor
 variations  here  and  there,  the  broad
 facts  he  has  stated,  the  zood  and  the
 bad  points.  But  the  fact  remains  that
 in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  Planning
 Commission  has  from  time  to  time  been
 urging  that  local  resources  have  to  be
 augmented,  it  is  our  very  sorry  ex-
 priecnce  that  the  per  capita  income  of
 the  Calcutta  Corporation  istead  of
 going  up  has  come  down  from  Rs.  2  +26
 to  Rs.  20-77  while  in  the  case  of  Bombay
 it  has  risen  from  Rs.  56-63  to  Rs.  65-91
 and  in  the  case  of  Delhi  has  increased
 f  omRs.  28-70  to  Rs.  3]  64  from  1965-
 66  to  1966-67.

 SHRI  SAMAR  GUHA:  They  did
 not  have  to  bear  the  burden  of  40  lakh
 refugees  that  Calcutt:  has  had  to
 bear.  He  cannot  equate  the  problems
 of  Calcutta  with  those  of  other  metro-
 politan  cities.  The  troublo  is  that
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 Government  -do  not  treat  Calcutta’s
 problem  as  a  special  national  prob-
 lem.

 SHRI  P.C.  SETHI  :  He  has  had
 his  say.

 SHRI  SAMAR  GUHA:  He  does  not
 want  to  say  anything.  He  wants
 to  whitewash  thé  whole  thing.  It
 is  an  eye-wash.

 SHRI  P.c.  SETHI:  It  is  he  who
 wants  to  whitewash  his  responsibility.

 SHRI  SAMAR  GUHA  :  We  have  been
 having  this  kind  of  treatment,  lip-
 sympathies  and  stepmotherly  treat-
 ment  while  Calcutta  is  suffering.
 Governemnt  are  draining  away
 funds  from  our  economy.  They
 have  not  cared  for  Calcutta.  They
 talk  of  Calcutta  as  a  ‘city  of  pro-
 cessions’,  a  ‘nightmarish  city’
 all  abusive  words  flung  by  national
 leaders.

 SHRI  P.C.  SETHI  :  That  is  not  cor-
 rect,  As  far  as  the  Oalcutta  Corporation
 is  concerned,  the  Planning  Commission
 has  pointed  out  in  the  Fourth  Plan
 document  that  the  existing  resources
 need  to  be  augmented  by  the  State
 Government  and  the  local  authorities
 through  various  measures  such  as
 improvement  of  assessment  and  col-
 lection  of  tax,  new  or  enhanced  tax,
 and  borrowing  programmes  of  local
 authorities,  improvement  of  valuation
 and  assessments  in  relation  to  urban
 property  taxes  and  imposition  of
 service  charges  at  an  appropriate  level
 and  80  on.  I  would  not  like  to  go
 into  all  the  details  now.  But  I  want
 to  emphasise  that  the  per  capita
 income  of  the  Corporation  has  to  be
 raised.  To  that  extent  the  mainte-
 nance  of  roads  and  various  other
 measures  which  are  the  primary  res-
 ponsibility  of  the  Corporation  ‘could
 be  attended  to.
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 SHRI  SAMAR  GUHA:  Raise  it
 from  the  bow!  of  hunger  ?

 SHRI  P.C.  SETHI  :  As  far  as  the
 Central  Government  are  concerned,
 the  present  Prime  Minister  did  take
 a  special  interest.  in  the  problems  of
 Calcutta.

 During  the  Presidential  rule,  she
 called  the  attention  of  the  Govemor
 there.  The  Governor  came  here.  In
 1968-69,  although  the  initial  allocation
 for  Calcutta  was  Rs.  3-06  crores,  it
 was  increased  by  Rs.  2-3  crores,  but
 I  am  sorry  to  infrom  the  House  that
 out  of  this  total  of  Rs.  5-36  crores,
 the  actual  utilization  in  that  year  was
 only  Rs.  AOT5  crores.  Therefore,  it
 should  not  be  said  that  there  was
 shortage  of  money.

 Then,  88  far  as  the  other  things
 are  concemed,  for  the  Fourth  Plan
 period  the  State  Government  came
 forward  with  a  proposal  that  for  the
 Calcutta  Metropolitan  City  there  should
 bea  provision  of  Rs.  32-5  crores.  A  team
 went  into  the  whole  aspect  of  this
 problem  and  ultimately  came  to
 the  conclusion  that  the  allocation
 should  be  increased  to  Rs.  42  crores.

 SHRI  SAMAR  GUHA:  The  West
 Bengal  Government  wanted  Rs.  80
 crores,  not  your  Government  rep-
 resented  by  Shri  Dharam  Vira.

 SHRIP.C.SETHI  :  t  has  to  be
 fitted  in  the”  over-all  plan

 Besides  this,  I  would  tike  to  point.
 out  that  the  second  Hooghly  bridge
 has  been  acccpted  and  according  to  the
 revised  estimates  Rs.  6  crores  will
 have  to  be  spent  a:  against  the
 earlier  figure  of  abont  Rs.  13+  crores.
 Thetefore,  to  this  extent  the  Central
 Government  has  taken  up  an  additional
 burden.
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 tioned  about  the  circular  railway  and
 the  suburban  railway.  As  far  as  the:
 suburban  railway  is  concerned,  Rs.  34-4
 crores  has  been  accepted  for  the  line
 from  Dum  Dum  to  Prince  Ghat  area
 and  this  has  been  included  in  the
 Fourth  Plan.  As  far  as  the  circular
 railway  is  concerned,  a  techno-economic
 survey  for  the  selection  of  the  rapid
 tramway  system  of  Calcutta  has  been
 set  up  and  this  is  under  the  active
 consideration  of  the  Government.  Apart
 from  this,  mechanical  disposal  of
 garbage  as  a  Central  scheme  has
 been  accepted.  ;

 SHRI  BENI  SHANKER  SHARMA  :
 What  about  the  sports  stadium  ?
 Yesterday  six  people  died.  There
 was  8  stampede  for  tickets.

 SHRI  P.C.  SETHI:  I  do  not  have
 the  details.

 SHRI  B.K.  DAS  CHOWDHURY  :
 You  can  inform  the  House  later.

 SHRI  P.C.  SETHI  :  Certainly.
 Therefore,  it  is  not  correct:  to  say

 that  Caleutta  as  such  has  been  neg-
 lected  by  the  Centre.  All  possible
 ways  and  means  are  being  provided.

 As  far.  as  the  Ford  Foundation  is
 concerned,  they  did  give  assistance  of
 Rs.  4:45  million  dollars  for  the  planning
 organisation  of  Calcutta.  They  have
 also  assisted  in  a  sur~ey  of  water  supply
 to  the  Greater  Caloutta  region  at  a
 Cost  of  600,000  dollars  between  963
 and  1967.

 As  far  as  the  PL  480  funds  are  con-
 cerned,  I  would  like  to  point  out  that  any
 big  withdrawal  from  the  PL  480  funds
 is  certainly  going  to  create  inflation
 because  that  has  been  already  ao-
 counted  for  in  the  budget  programme,
 and  therefore  it  is  not  correct  to  assume
 that  this  is  extra  money,  but  certainly
 by  mutual  agreement  for  rural  eleotri-
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 fication  and  other  purposes  this  sum
 can  be  spent  gradually  from  year  to
 year,  not  in  one  block  in  one  year,

 SHRIMATI  ILA  PAL  CHOU-
 DHURI:  (Krishnagar):  Has  not  Mr.
 Mc-Namara  said  that.  you  can  use
 PL  480  funds  because.they  are  not.
 there  for  any  specific  purpose  ?

 SHRI  P.C.  SETHI:  For  example,
 Rs.  05  crores  out  of  PL  480  funds
 have  been  drawn  from  the  rural
 electrification  programme.

 SHRI  SAMAR  GUHA:  Would  you
 set  up  an  expert  committee  to  see
 whether  diversion  of  money  from
 the  PL  480  funds  will  lead  to  in-
 flation?

 SHRI  P.C.  SETHI:  It  has  been
 examined.

 SHRI  SAMAR  GUHA:  There  are
 80  many  economists  who  sy  that  it
 is  absolutely  wrong.  Even  the  Pre-
 sident  of  the  World  Bank  himself
 said  80.

 SHRI  P.C.SETHT:  As  far  as  (al-
 cutta’s  special  problems  are  concer
 ned,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  they
 have  got  this  organisation  which  does
 somecentral  planning,  they  do  require
 &  unified  agency  for  all  types  of  work:
 because  the  constitution  of  the
 Calcutta  Corporation  and  the  various
 Municipalities  is  like  this.  It  has
 got  three  corporations—Sealdah,
 Howrah  and  Calcutta—and  about
 3]  Municipalities  and  450  villages
 and  therefore  in  order  to  have  a
 coordinated  programme  and  a  00-
 ordinated  approach  for  raising  re-
 sources,  programmes  to  be  under-
 taken,  there  is  need  for  a  coordi-
 nated  statutory  authority  for  the
 development  of  Calcutta  and  I  hope
 the  hon.  Members  and  the  con-
 cerned  authorities  will  take  note
 of  this  and  take  measures  so  that
 this  could  be  done  in  times  to  come.
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 I  would  also  point  out  that  the  LIC
 and  other  bodies  advance  loans  for
 water  supply  schemes,  etc.  Certainly
 the  Calcutta  Corporation  can  approach
 the  LIC  and  other  such  institutions
 for  this  purpose.

 Therefore,  I  would  only  like  to  say
 that  the  problems  of  Calcutta,  or  for
 the  matter  of  that  the  problems  of
 any  of  the  States  are  not  problems
 related  only  to  that  State,  they  are
 problems  common  to  all  of  us.

 SHRI  B.K.  DAS  CHOWDHURY  :
 May  I  know  to  what  extent  the
 Delhi  Development  Authority  and
 the  Delhi  Municipal  Corporation  are
 raising  their  own  funds  for  the
 development  of  Delhi  ?  We  find
 that  the  Government  of  India  lose
 no  time  in  giving  huge  amounts  to
 the  Delhi  Development  Authority
 but  not  to  Calcutta.  In  the  case  of,
 Calcutta  you  say  that  the  local
 authorities  should  raise  funds.

 SHRI  P.  C.  SETHI  :  Delhi  happens
 to  be  a  Union  Territory.  The  per
 capita  income  of  the  Delhi  Corpo-
 ration  which  was  Rs.  28-70  in  1965-
 66  has  risen  to  Rs.  3l-64.  Therefore.
 local  efforts  are  also  being  made.
 But  in  the  case  of  Calcutta,  the
 per  capita  income  has  gone  down
 fom  Rs.  21-26  to  Rs.  20-77.

 SHRI  SAMAR  GUHA  :  Calcutta’s
 problems  are  different  from  the
 problems  of  other  cities  because  of
 the  influx  of  40  lakhs  of  refugees.

 8°42  Hrs.
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 SHRI  P.C.  SETHT:  Lastly,  as  far
 as  the  devolution  of  funds  derived  from
 various  incomes  is  concerned,  the
 Finance  Commission  has  certainly
 gone  into  all  these  aspects  and  the
 devolution  of  funds  is  on  the  basis
 of  the  recommendations  of  the  Fifth
 Finance  Comniission  which  we  have
 taken  as  an  award.  They  have  given
 weightage  to  the  population  and
 the  income  portion  is  also  there.

 Therefore,  it  is  not  correct  to  say  that
 whatever  is  drawn  from  a  particular
 State  in  the  form  of  the  income-tax
 or  excise  duty  is  not  being  repatria-
 ted  again  to  the  State  Government.
 It  is  being  repatriated  to  the  respective
 State  according  to  the  Finance  Com-
 mision’s  recommedations.  Therefore,
 T  would  request  hon.  Members  not  to
 be  agitated  about.

 SHRI  B.K.  DAS  CHOWDHURY:
 The  result  is,  at  the  expense  of  the  West
 Bengal  State  and  of  Calcutta,  the
 other  States  are  being  benefited.
 (Interruption)

 SHRI  P.C.  SETHI  :  Let  us  have
 discussion  and  come  to  certain
 solutions  which  are  beneficial  to
 the  country  and  the  city  of  Calcutta.

 As  far  as  the  Mayor  is  concerned,  the
 Mayor  did  come  here  and  meet  the
 Prime  Min’  T  do  not.  have  the  de-
 tails  but  he  xed  certain  problems
 about  the  a  Corporation,  and
 the  Prime  ler  has  been  looking
 at  it  with  .sympatiy.

 The  Lok  Sabha  then  abjourned  till
 Eleven  of  the  Clock  on  Thursday,  De-
 cember  ‘18,  969/Agrahayana  27,  7697
 (Saka)


