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1891 (Saka).

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the Clock
[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair]

OBITUARY REFERENCE
(Shri Humayun Kabir

MR. SPEAKER : Hon. Members, it is
with a heavy heart that | have to inform the
House of the sad demise of Shri Humayun
Kabir who suddenly passed away at New
Delhi last evening.

Shri Kabir was a sitting Member of this
House from Basirhat constituency of the
State of West Bengal. Earlier he was a
Member of the Rajya Sabha from 1956 to
1962 and of the Third Lok Sabha during the
years 1962-67. He was Minister of Civil
Aviation during the years 1957-58, Minister
of Scientific Research and Cultural Affairs
during the years 1958=63 and Minister of
Petroleum and Chemicals during the years
1963-66. He was a great educationist and
writer and held distinguished positions in the
field of education. He was an active
member, a good debater and a very amiable
person. He had been coming to the House
till the other day and no one knew that this
great patriot and scholar would be snatched
away from us so soon.

We deeply mourn the loss of this friend
and I am sure the House will join me in
conveying our condolences to the bereaved
family.

THE PRIME MINISTER AND LEA-
DER OF THE HOUSE (SHRIMATI
INDIRA GANDHI) Prof. Humayun
Kabir's death comes as a shock to all sec-
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tions of the House. We shall miss a patriot
and an irrepressible champion of public
causes. His personality was many-sided
and he made his mark in many fields.
Quite early in his life he earned a reputa-
tion for scholarship and for eloguence. He
was a poet, a novelist and a teacher who is
remembered with regard by his students.
He was prominent in the student movement
and in the trade union movement. He
had the privilege of working closely with
Maulana Azad and other national leaders.
After Independence, as you pointed out,
Mr. Speaker, he served the Education
Ministry with distinction, first as Adviser
and Secretary, and later as Minister. He
also guided two other Ministries. What-
ever he did was marked by zeal, drive and
purpose. The manner in which he organised
the Tagore Centenary Celebrations is an
instance of his energy. He did not allow
the legislator and administrator in him to
shut out the scholar and the writer. What-
ever the subject, be it history, literature or
philosophy, he wrote with distinction. In
this House we have heard him defend his
causes with courage and conviction.

An intellectual and a devoted son of our
motherland has passed away and 1 request
you, Mr. Speaker, to communicaie our
grief to his bereaved family.

SHRI RANGA (Srikakulam)} : Mr.
Speaker, 1 join you and the Prime Minister
in what you have said about the many
sided personality of our friend, Humayun
Kabir. I had the honour of working with
him in the Progressive Writers' Association
of the late thirties when we were all fighting
against the British. He was a great histo-
rian and scholar. A very great democrat,
his conception of democracy has been very
well illustrated in the article he contriputed
to that authoritative volume published by
UNESCO on Democracy. He illustrated
it by his practical exemplification of his faith
in democtacy during the past two and a half
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years, when his part of -the country was
going through great troubles, whether to be
on the side of parliamentary democracy or
another kind of democracy where there
would be only one party regime. He paid
a very bitter price also for that, and the sight
of him with so many limbs injured as he
came into this House is still fresh in our
memories,

As a true educationist, he- distinguished
himself not only as a Minister but also as a
scholar and a teacher. His associations with
Andhra are very intimate. He started, I
think, his academic career along with my
friend Dr. V. K. R. V. Rao as Reader in
the Andhra University; and after that, he
did many good things, and one of the most
noteworthy is the work he did for the
development of the Salar Jung Museum. It
is a famous museum, but it was found in a
very bad condition there in Hyderabad.
He turned it into a national museum, First
he persuaded the Andhra Government to
place adequate funds and also the Union
Government, and today, it is one of the
treasures of our national heritage.

The work that he did for the success of the
centenary celebrations of Gurudev Tagore
will always stand to his credit, and if Guru-
dev Tagore was to be popular all over the
world, from generation to generation, his
works had to be familiarised: and Humayun
Kabir, through his work in the celebration
committee, has given a momentum to the
study of Gurudev's writings and books all
over the world, especially through the
organisation of Tagore Pavilions, Bhavans,
and so on,

Sir, I miss him very much because he had
proved to be a wvery good colleague, a
very good friend and a great scholar. 1 hope
we will all join in sending our condolences to
the members of his bereaved family.

Wt aeTw Aaw (3fao fet)
AW WEISA, WAL gAY Hfa<
e fraw & gart 3w & TATaS
ofte 7 OF 77 797 GOt SR MY |
T F AT XY AE ALY HE AN H
IR SRR R CERICIRE S IE
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SHRI MANOHARAN (Madras North):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, on my behalf and
on behall of the DMK Party in Parlia-
ment, I associate myself fully with the senti-
ments expressed by the Leader of the House
and the leaders of other political persuasions
on the sudden and unexpected demise of
Professor Humayun Kabir. He was a pro-
lific writer, an erudite scholar, an out-
standing historian, an able administrator
and, what is more, a true and patriotic son
of this country. The sudden and unexpec-
ted passing away of Professor Kabir is a loss
which is irreparable.  Sir, on bebalf of my
party, I request you to convey our hearty
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condolences to the bercaved family. May
his soul rest in peace.

SHRI H. N. MUKERIJEE (Cal-
cutta North East) : Mr. Speaker, I
was stunned last night, as so many of us
were, when 1 got the shocking news of the
sudden passing away of Professor Humayun
Kabir. It was only last Saturday that he
and I met and talked in the Central Hall of
Parliament, anditis difficult to believe that
he is no longer with us.

Professor Humayun Kabir and I had
known each other nearly all our lives and,
in spite of our having followed different
ways and having many political differences,
which particularly got rather acute in the
last few years, the friendship that we had for
each other had never waned.

As everyone knows, he had a brilliant and
glittering academic career in Calcutta and
Oxford, and it was only by a very short
margin that in a difficult period for Indians
abroad he missed being elected the first In-
dian President of the Oxford Union. He
was one of the most versatile men in our
country, and he switched over from litera-
ture to philcsophy without the slightest
lessening of his academic cxcellence in those
subjects.

We know the rest of his carcer.  But Iam
glad the Prime Minister 2s well as Profcsscr
Ranga have referred to Professor Kabir's
work in connection with the Rabindranath
Tagore Centenary. It is a very happy acci-
dent that at that point of time Jawaharlal
Nehru was the Prime Minister and Professor
Kabir was in charge of the celebrations in
regard to that centenary.

1 do not have very much to say, and there
is no need either, in regard io his political
life. Itis.an open book. We have all seen
him as a most highly talented person, as a
remarkable man on any computation, and
his loss is something which the country will
find extremely hard to make up.

On my own behalf as well as on behalf of
the party which I represent in this House, I
wish you, Sir, to convey to the bereaved
family our heartiest condolences,
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T A T FTACH ITH AF Faed
gf@r & sfy awdeT sve FETE |
SHRI UMANATH (Pudukkottai): Mr.
Speaker, Sir, on behall of my party I
express our sorrow at the demise of Profes-
sor Humayun Kabir. We also join in

sending our condolences to the bereaved
family.

SHRI HEM BARUA (Mangaldai):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I, on behalf of my party,
associate with the noble sentiments that have
been expressed by you, the hon. Prime
Minister and other leaders of other parties
in this House.

I had the proud privilcge of sitting at Pro-
fessor Humayun Kabir's feet as a pupil in
the Calcutta University and 1 know what a
brilliant teacher he was; as a matter of fact,
it was he who introduced us to Caudwell’s
famous book called Musion and Reality.

1 liked him for certain cther things alzo.
He was a courageous man. When the two
nation theory was rampant in this country,
Professor Humayun Kabir had the courage
to oppose it openly. He was a bold man
although his life was threatened on many an
occasion.

He was a progressive in the sense that he
gave a fillip to the progressive movement in
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this country that was ushered in by the late
lamented Jawaharlal Nehru.

He was a brilliant writer and the contribu-
tions that he made to Bengali literature are
very substantial. As a matter of fact I
would say that he was the pioneer of the
modernist movement in  contemporary
Bengali literature,

He taught us Wordsworth in the Calcutta
University. When 1 told him, “Sir, you
‘taught us Wordsworth™, he told me in his
jocular mood, “Taught or mistaught you!"
Iremember that, 1 remember how he
explained Wordsworth’s verses and how
he read out a passage from Caudwell's
Hlusion and Reulity in the class.

Professor Humayun Kabir was a bold
man; he was a brilliant writer; at the same
time, he was the finest expression of all the
beautiful things in Indian culture. I, on
behall of our party, pay respects to the
memory of this noble son of India and, at
the same time, convey our condolences to
the members of the bereaved family.

His wife also joined the revolutionary
movement. The whole family was in the
revolutionary movemnent. We remember
all these things with respect and, at the
same time, with a sensc of sorrow in our
hearts. We convey our decpfelt sorrow at
the sad demise of this noble son of India
and convey our condolences to the family.
I, on behalf of my party, join you, the Prime
Minister and other speakers in the expres-
sion of the noble sentiments about the
memory of this great son of India,

wY TETEIC Wt (F19F) : areae
Wz, STHAT gATd AT ® fo A
wgt 3 A §OE F AT I F IREW
# aga adr wfy g2 @ 7@t W Wiy
7w #1 1 ag oF dgg agr wfa g
ST FHI AT T 39 T T
FEFITCN # FEer @ T A & o
WA Fifd 79 FTHE 749 (02 8§ oW
go AT I I 3@ Y@ gAY FATC & H
@ 9| aF W Wi 7@ & T
FrETTon § 39 & faardi w1 fFe &
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SHRI N. C. CHATTERIEE (Burd-
wan) : Mr. Speaker, Sir, on behalf of
myself and the Members of the Independent
Parliamentary Group, it is my duty to say
that the sudden and sad demise of Prof.
Humayun Kabir has created a void which
can hardly be filled up. Coming from West

Bengal, I must say that the loss has been too
tragic for words.

Sir, he had held some Cabinet portfolios.
But, as you know, Prof. Humayun Kabir
could never surrender or submit himself to
anything which he did not approve of. That
is a great thing and Prof. Humayun Kabir
maintained his quality in all matters, 1t will
be a pure ornamental show if you accept the
office at the sacrifice of your ideologies.

He was born at Faridpur in East Bengal.
East Bengal invited him many a time and
some people tried to induce him to go there.
But he refused. He said, “No; India is my
mother-land; India is my home.” He was
like that all his life.

When we formed the Independent Parlia-
mentary Group first in this House, 1 remem-
ber, we made him the leader of the Group
and he once led us to the Rashtrapati Bhavan
to interview Dr. Radhakrishnan. He
induced us to accept the suggestion that
there should be another term for Dr.
Radhakrishnan and said that four of us
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should go and make an appeal to Dr. Radha-
krishnan, 1 was one of them and the
other two Members were Mr. Tenneti Viswa-
natham and Mr. A. N. Mulla. 1 may tell
you, when Prof. Humayun Kabir told the
President, Dr. Radhakrishnan, that it was
our joint wish that he should continue for
another term, he was overwhelmed and he
was deeply touched by our spontaneous
admiration and affection for him.

Itisagreat loss. I joinallmy friends here
in the expression of our sorrow. May his
soul rest in peace!

SHRI M. MUHAMMAD ISMAIL
(Manjeri) : Prof. Humayun Kabir was
really a man of versatile genius and of very
praiseworthy interests. As an cffective and
talented writer, as a well known speaker
and as an administrator, he distinguished
himself. Whatever he did, he did with
sincerity. He was, above all, a man full of
human sympathy and he was a sincere friend
of the poor and the underprivileged. His
lossis a loss not only for his good family
but for the whole country.

I, on my behalf and on behalf of my Party,
the Muslim League, join in the tributes paid
to him by the various leaders and members
of the House and also in the condolences that
are being offered to the members of the
bereaved family.

MR. SPEAKER : We may stand in
silence for a short while as a mark of respect
to the departed soul.

(The members then stood in silence for a short
while).

MR. SPEAKER : As a mark of respect to
the deceased, the House stands adjourned
till 11 A.M. tomorrow.

11-28 hrs.

The Lok Sabha then acdjourned till Eleven
of the Clock on Wednesday, August 20, 1969/
Sravana 29, 1891 (Saka).



