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improvement of Calcutta Slums (H.A.H. Disc.)

17.32. hrs.

HALF-AN-HOUR DISCUSSION RE. TIME
BOUND SCHEMES FOR IMPROVE-
MENT OF CALCUTTA SLUMS

SHRI SAMAR GUHA (Contai) : Sir,
if the Prime Minister were here today in this
House I would have asked : Do you really
believe in socialism, and is the suffering of
the underdogs of the country deep in your
heart ; If so, the welfare of 35 lakhs of the
slum-dwellers of Calcutta is the acid test of
your pledge to socialism.

Mr. Kippling. a former poet-laureate of
the British Empire once described Calcutta,
the jewel city of the British Empire, as the
cholera capital of the world. 80 lakhs of
people of Greater Calcutta bhave 1,40,000
service privies. You will be startled’ by the
figure of such service privies in this area,
12 per cent slum dwellers have no lavatories
at all ; there are four per cent premises which
share about one lavatory for 100 persons, and
another one per cent where there is one
lavatory for 60 persons. There are 1,26,000
kutcha privies in the slum area of Greater
Calcutta. Is it necessary for me to analyse
that these service privies in the slum area
provide a breeding ground for the germs of
cholera, typhoid, tuberculosis and all kinds
of endemic and epidemic di ?

Sir, recently a British and American
Urban Expert Team visited Greater Calcutta
slum areas and observed :

“We have not seen human degradation
on a comparable scale in any other city
in the world.”

The World Health Organization
remarked :
“Greater Calcutta is an international

health hazard.”

Calcutta is not only the cholera capital of
the world but, if you will allow me to say so,
it is a giant metropolis of the slums of the
world.

Normally, Greater Calcutta had 3,000
busties or slums, but after partition about 500
new busties, which are euphemistically known

as squatters’ colonies, have been added to it.
Before partition, the number of slum dwellers
was 15 lakhs; after partition, due to the
addition of refugees in these slums and new
squatters’ colonies their total number will be
nearly 35 lakhs.

I want to draw the attention of Govern-
ment to the fact that 45 lakh refugees have
entered into West Bengal alone, and 55 per
cent of the total population of Greater
Calcutta constitutes the refugees. Who are
these refugees ? They belong to upper class,
middle class and lower middle class intelli-
gentsia of Fast Bengal who have migrated to
India after partition. Perhaps I need not
remind you that East Bengal had the highest
concentration of middle class people in pre-
partition India. This refugee intelligentsia,
nearly 20 lakhs of them, have taken shelter
in the busties. The total slum population of
Greater Calcutta now is, as I have already
said, 35 lakhs.

For the last 20 years the Government of
India did not try to analyse the socio-econo-
mic effects of such abnormal concentration of
very sensitive intelligentsia in the slums or
so-called squatters’ colonies. These refugees
who are now slum dwellers have the richest
heritage of patriotism, suffering, sacrifice and
martyrdom for the emancipation of the
country on the one hand, and very delicate,
aesthetic and cultural taste and idealism of
the highest order on the other. Now such
type of fine human beings are living in slums
as huddled animals. 50 per cent of the slum
dwellers intelligentsia live in one room with
four persons on the average living in each
room. Can you imagine that in such a
condition of living as huddled animals they
can remain iomo sapiens of finer taste and
sensitive culture ?

If you have the mind to understand the
depth and volume of the problems of the
slum dwellers in Greater Calcutta and make
a scientific analysis of the socio-economic
causes and conflicts inside the slums, then
you will understand how it is impossible for
fine, sensitive, delicate human beings to live
in this sub-human condition in the slums. It
is this conflict and hopes and aspirations of
the finer human being on the one hand and
intolerable conditionon the other that have
generated the breedipg ground of politics of
violence, chaos, terrorism and insurrection in
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Calcutta. Calcutta has started quaking. It
will turn into a cataclysmic earthquak
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in place of kutcha latrines, minimum quan-
tum of water supply and swerage and just
passage for movement inside the slums and

sweeping the whole of India one day and
bring about structural collapse of the demo-
cracy in India unless you understand the
psychosis of cynicism and frustration that
have developed into the mind of this finer
set of intelligentsia who are now living inside
the slums as nothing but sub-human
specimens.

50,000 slum dwellers have no home.
18,000 beggars live there and about 50,000
vendors and hawkers use the slums only for
night shelter. 70 per cent of ths busties or
slums are made of kutcha houses and huts
and 30 per cent of them have meagre supply
of electricity. These huts have no ventilation.
They are damp and smoky. 70 per cent of
the slums remain waterlogged during the
rainy season.

The average size of the rooms in the
slums is 110 square feet in which five persons
live using it also for cooking and other pur-
poses. 50 per cent of the total population of
Calcutta live in one-room houses with four
persons on the average in each room. Water
supply to the slums is one tap for 50 persons
and in many slums where there is no drainage
only one tap for 150 persons is there. Water
supply dwindled from 52'3 gallons of filtered
water per head in 1931 to 28 gallons in
1963. These slums have no sanitary arrange-
ments, no sanitary latrines, practically no
filtered drinking water, no adequate drainage
system, no passage or roads inside the slums,
no lighting arrangement as required. These
slums are nothing but dungeons of the
modern civilised life. All these figures that I
have quoted are from the CMPO Survey and
from the survey conducted by the Calcutta
University.

What are the problems ? The problems
of improvement of 35 lakhs slum dwellers
are (1) socio-physical, (2) socio-cultural and
(3) economic rehabilitation. But the Calcutta
Metropolitan Devel Authority are
dcaling with only one problem. That is, not
even clearance of kutcha houses, kutcha huts,
and building of pucca hutments for slum
dwellers but only to provide sanitary latrines

lighting arr ts only. Unless the Socio-
cultural problems are also tackled with, these
slums will remain as the breeding ground of
not only physical diseases but also mental
diseases.

According to the Calcutta University
Study Group Survey,

“These slums in Calcutta are on the one
hand breeding grounds of crimes, delin-
quencies, gambling, alcoholism and
prostitution and, on the other, politics of
violence, chaos and insurrection.”

Then, 60 per cent of the children of the
age group between 6 and 11 have no primary
school in Calcutta slum areas, 85 per cent
have no secondary school. There are no
parks, no recreation clubs or any other
avenues for cultural expressions of these
people. Lakhs and lakhs of middle-class
people, very sensitive and with fine
aesthetic sense, have taken shelter in these
slums.

These slums require 430 primary schools
for 86,000 children. But there is no pro-
visions of any such thing in the present
Calcutta Metropolitan Development Authorite
scheme. In the slum areas, onmly 0.2 acry
of recreational ground per thousand people
is provided which is less than half of
Bombay and Madras and one-seventh of
Bangalore and the least as compared to any-
where in the world. 80 per cent of the
slums are not covered by the sewage system.
Just ten minutes rainfall is sufficient to flood
the slums in Calcutta.

Can you imagine what the youngmen,
school and college students, the factory
workers, the daily wage earners, the em-
ployees in the private and public officers will
do after returning home ? They have no
place to sit and, naturally, - their brains are
bound to turn into .the workshops of the
devils the outcome of which we are witness-
ing today in Calcutta.

There is another problem. By mere
improvement of slums, even by providing
socio-economic benefits, you cannot do any-
thing unless you provide for economic
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rehabilitation. If you want to restore the
mental health of 35 lakhs of slum dwellers
most of whom belong to lower middle-class
intelligentsia, you have to provide them with
parks and sufficient recreational facilities as
also with employment.

I would give you startling figures of the
unemploment position. These are the figures
CMPO. This is the unemployment problem.
These people are talking atout Calcutta,
that Calcutta has turned violent and all
that. In the slums where the finest type of
intelligentsia from middle-class are taking

shelter, 6.6 per cent earn Rs. 50/- per
month. 509, earn Rs. 51 to Rs. 100
per month. 18% earn Rs. 101-150 per

month and 16% above Rs. 150, and all of
them have to maintain a family of
5to 10 members in each house in the
slums.

Now, the backlog of educated un-
employed alone is 5 lakhs, and in West
Bengal as a whole, after the Third Plan, it
is abou: 15 lakhs. This is not my figure,
this is the Planning Commission’s figure.
After the Fourth Plan it will be 30 lakhs
and out of which in slum areas alone it will
be 10 lakhs.

Now, the question of finance comes.
Rs. 150 crores have been sanctioned in the
Fourth Plan.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Now you will put
your question.

SHRI SAMAR GUHA : I am coming.
This year, what have they given ? Rs. 6.5
crores out of the State Plan, Rs. 5 crores
from the Centre as loan, Rs. 7 crores from
the bank finance, Rs. 3 crores from the
Central octroi and only Rs. 3 crores is
central grant, and for the next year it will
require at least Rs. 40 crores. But no
certain commitment has been made yet.
I want to know why the Governmeat is
not utilising both the national and inter-
national sources. There are many people
who have said that West Bengal, particularly
Calcutta, which is the industrial capital of
India is a special national problem. The
Prime Minister had been to Calcutta recently
and she should know the conditions of
Calcutta. Why not the Planning Com-
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mission and the Finance Commission adopt
a special formula for the special development
of Calcutta and solution of its problems ?
The same formula is applied by them.
Why not other international sources be tapped
for help to solve the problems of Calcutta ?
Even be World Bank President McNamara
himself has made a mention about the problem
of Calcutta. From PL480 funds assistance has
been given for slum clearance in Bombay
and not to Calcutta, Israel and many other
countries have come forward with help.
UNESCO gave crores of rupees for the reha-
bilitation of war refugees. Why not this
Government ask for help from that organiza-
tion. I want to know. Why don’t they
ask for help from UNESCO? If vou can
give compensation to West Pakistan refugees,
why not give compensation to East Pakistan
refugees ? Build up a consolidated fund
and with that fund develop small scale,
medium scale and agro-industries schemes
for the rehabilitation of refugees.

Sir, I want to sound a note of warning.
Greater Calcutta constitute the most vital
industrial complex of our country, producing
the biggest quantum of coal; steel, iron,
light and heavy engineering goods, railway
wagons, jute products, textiles, chemicals,
paper, machine tools and arms and ammuni-
tions for the whole nation. It is the most
important trade, business and industrial
centre of the whole of modern India.
Calcutta port deals with 45% of Indian
exports and 25% of imports by tonnage.
30% of India’s total banking clearance
is made in Calcutta and 37% of foreign
banking deposits are also accounted in the
banks of Calcutta. Calcutta controls 9100
joint stock companies with a paid-up capital
of Rs. 634.2 crores ; according to 1258-59
figure it amounts to 43% of the total of
companies in India.  Calcutta generates
Rs. 641 crores of national wealth, provides
one-fifth of the total central taxes, one-third
of the foreign exchange of the country,
collects Rs. 96 crores on exports and import
duties, Rs. 45 crores of central excise taxes
and Greater Calcutta provides Rs. 332
crores of mineral wealth.

Sir, do I require to remind you that if
Calcutta is lost due to its slum problems,
eastern India will_ be lost and in no time a
nemesis will over?akv the fatec of rest of
India? 1 want to remind the Prime
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Minister through the Minister and I appeal
to the Central Government to understand
the socio-economic problems of Calcutta and
its slum dwellers, the problems of the delicate
and sensitive intelligentsia and creat their
problems as national problems before from
the epicentre in the slums, dynamic forces,
explosive forces of cynicism and frustration are
generated. As I said, and I respect, unless
these are tackled expeditiously, it will shake
the foundation of the democratic structure
of India, and bring about a structural
collapse. I warn the Government to take
up on a war footing the problems of
35 lakhs slum dwellers of which 75% are
middle-class intelligentsia refugees from East
Pakistan.

Thank you, Sir.

=t forq @ Wy (wgaAY) ¢ gw S
s Fn g fF Ferar doe fadr
gt & afes s Sfemn fad &1 sEd
guent are gfvear guear § 1 A
YLHFR A &9 I9 a6 s ) faar o
Iusl aga ag & f5 gt S @ §
FoFd A AR AR QX aE A wE
¥ OGIE ATEE qAA @Y g oI
qAET B g+ F fou se-mifeaal
¥ feggm oA f5 3@ F0s ¥ A
qET & | IfFT N g Fdl7 A
¥ F1gem F for a@R § Aw”
oF FAT WY ! @A W@ g, WA
Fae e fmadi? afy agam e
N ?

AW qEE E—FIEA § AT Y
R Gw F ag QA JE gueAg g
A g FIET ST qAT AFI § ;T
fraga ad@awm EfF foad afank
& &1 A Wy FrAT I Far AfFg
e afs g @ svawy § a1 agl &%
ay wFm§ faa wmifes g & &7
¥ ordl WA FFL JAQT F AT AW §,
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T A AFE] G AT FAT FIH TAHT
W fs S A A gHET W A
¥ ? gt g ¥ 9fses 19 #R S
Y gHear W gs g oawdr &1 oar #w
qar g F4 7

faa g F—wEmy @e T
grad § wamR Aew ST AT g
Framaifes N =& 1 gE@T Q@IAv TG
wgag faoar § 1 g @Y & A
FZ aFar fFT Y w1 A aEi & @
AT WS F) SFaedT qgi AlgeS AigeS
H IR A FO afs @ aQ@
AT AR G FT GHEAT FT g3 & 99
R =7 AT FET @I AT T L T 7
T g Y GAEATHT FY ATT §F FLA ?

SN e g & Jar 5 g aar
qYo Two 480 ¥ sfEr AN WA
arer frar @ g8 R F, Fgr A 0
a1 qeS 4% ¥ gl aF fAwar § W
Q wegrsl & Fei aw fawar @R Tt
TH AT AGE FA § FHFA FT GHEATHT
N g A @ fou, s@F TR § @mo

Sy ?

st ®ax @15 q9a (fed @w)) ¢
FHPAT gUIR W FT TI¥ TR WgT §
T qIY FET W W & | TR ¥ Ao
gt k%1€ fafas qafdig =6 § 9
@ fou farimR o) 588 SR TF
Y s fagrar s § ag sgm
fir gt e oY sig 9t )
20 gre IF T fFAT 39 T AR
IN qa® ¥ FLST ®T TEEAT N
a1z ¥ It qg Wt I9F feqg At &
qdr ...

it wfadia @g  (sHT gEv) ¢
fra fa & fog ?
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Mt FR wIs T ¢ A oy AT F
feq st gt areafawar ag g & @
N g ¥z e § s fREOJ
FEFAT AL A WE S AT an
T fer ww & arw fagx fefaas
sty | A0 A FoFaT A A aWA ]
o @Y FoFAr guiR aW &1 fgemm R
IR g Wiy JAE F FEATH <o
WA s|g g o Fesa d W@
7 ey dddes e W @l
FoRd F@EH | AR S AY
A SER sy e oug @gd & wdr
QT ... (Interruptions),

# ag Fg aFar § f5 s s aXg
¥ mmFER AN @ A fear Qv
¥TS I GiF F AT doFer fao @
fz smee foa @ fm acs | soFar
TF a7 M@ A WHL CF 79 a9 IR
AT gfr 1 @&® g1 wiF w0 AiT
¥ gufer sg < g M5 S@ wi § 9
fafar wafadty ad O § & g
FEHAT § &Y AT AR qg I T WH
TF T 99 ST |

A & s QX T FETS AT AE |
qgeT A1 ag {6 FAT We wEE 0F Fee
s Faeh f& fag S @A §
wY §9g 9T Ew § s Far fag
F¢ ? gL S T @A IS F,
W gO O B AT ¥ STET Fw@Idh
g foU oF 9iT @& &7 doe WA
AT FH A F gEa @Y fFa
g ¥ $oFd & T ToF & g Iy ?

@ gaw Ag g fF T m
i fr 9P ¥ 39 A 3w RU § ek
39 %e9 ¥ gfaw fag wafy ¥ wowd
Fou BRE e @ an fw
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ARSI RGaTATIZ TN ¢ ? 71
%T ¥ fgmra ¥ ToF0 59 9 1 FEIEAT
gar R agy &Y e @ ? gafew
AT AFR R SIRN g9 FoFar fHer
¥ gowlz ¥ fou ok awrd it &
fosg iy ?

frea g T ag g f& o =
F @ § SR aifen gRarfes e
ft & 1 FI FW AR WL AR
FFA a7 geit el FY RS FTawR
&Fd A TR wfas q@en g o,
@ ¥ wFR gg faemm et fw
Sit &g ¥ @ § 97 o § sw@ie
Fot R wwnr fes afrdle o
MarEE W0 7 I gEn Al B R
T I1ST 91, TANF § AqNF I q@EAT
s 9% fr feeclt & gud fewr 2 f
il A F @R @ § W@ Al f
o a1g J7% X@ fagAr afes anfrde
gagd & 93 0T wr@ aizAY e
¥ @y g R wrsde wd ¥y
agi qX gAY ST §F dfew aufrdiw
A E 1 A I EA AN Y FoFa N
e e F @Y § e wmt A
anfAT 7t agt wF17 wifes @t swfag
#iE Gfafedt = 3 & aw G
FTHET AR A AT TAT § @y
e Fed F fag awwT qur w390,
ag g5Y AT TN F FOT FGT ?

=it 3ot s Wl AR R A oEwe
g Aafaal Fgad F wrww ¥y
g feg § ST awdT sW@gu A @
TF g9 gEAl g g ) wE wRiey
s & fF 3w Fms Fasfer 9 Y
St Mfer BadaHN QW@ ewd ¥
oF tod Fored fad dw aw g
Tarwr & AR e fas S axy
¥ o afedl  wwEn @@ oag @
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[ aofr Fz i)

awdl | g8 F9 &fewm &, QA A,
qrY #Y FaedT ¥ gET F1 A1 g aFA
& 3fFa Y v WS @wedT g S9Hr
W e A s ER

TH AT W AR CF g F IO A ql
wRy AFg Aifs gv @ afcal ¥
gar & fou o fafeEs @ Fmw #X
w & & qor g g fr 9w feanfean
o2 ¥ 77 feafa @ ol sOF s oY
wF grefan O o7 Jgeude wIgd
FORIA F am ¥ gewr w1 frmle
F Y A @t aR e W
25-4-70 st fFan war §, Sau Far Wy
D WL ? AT ITF NS AFH IMFA,
qrE T(EA AW AR NF TFagfe
giig fraffag o § a1 adf gu §
N oI AW R? AT R
fofag g7 & vux ¥ o #EgET 7
Y

“The Housing & Urban Finance Cor-
poration has by now received 116 proposals

from the States involving a capital outlay
of about Rs. 1 crore.”

A ¥ g =Tgar § fF T soww
¥ W 91 9w Naoed faS § 7oAk
afy gi, avSud fray wwd ) aiT A
TR

qufy 98T I AFT TF A R
fs ¥ 4t wggw WA § fF FeEd
¥ sqifiE qgEE § AR ST AT F1AE
3 fas % {9 a9y JORT B TFAHE
€Y uF W FEFd F7 3T afe@dl
groa gara ¥ few & € 3fFT wwAfas
ST A 9fvqT SIS FY FTFEHF TEIR
¥ Igwr AR ag fear, @ @@ A
#2ET 39 ) fee § faa #3307
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aa ¥ & ag qear A g fFow
Foama Efe Foa & o oAl a7
afeqat § 97% 5153 wifes § sl aga
@ afeat @ Fova Faw § § war
JHAEl F FE S QW § | AN AU
gaa g 39 afedl & W gREER
FF AE THIT A § SR Y AN
. J AR e A F oAed-erde
g ad o, Ay aw) & Sl
F WA R T N AW | TWA GWIT
F T AT WY A A FoFd
F TF EEAT FT U A G G

FIT ¥ §9 gATE 9% oY faa #3 )

18 hrs.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BASU : 1 am not
entitled to ask a question, but with the
permission of the Chair I would like to
have a clarification as to how many times
the Mayor of Calcutta has come to the
Prime Minister with concrete proposals for
funds and what the outcome of it is.

=t e fag (Jgas) @ d=
R, 3§ 99 § ag TR A fFar
a1 gFar & sevar ghar ¥ a3 g
H quF AR 3@ F wame @ a®
RAAEA &, A 91 g & fgd, @w
R ¥ T 99g ¥ fr aest aifeae @
St 4C-45 s Wr§ 1Y, SAN § AE
a1 20 @@ & FAT AWM G FoEwA!
Fagax

a0 aTa Tgt 9T Ao ofefde
99 W § S99 ¥ gAurredw a9 §v
T g1 VAT et AR Wi F g
fs ag @fedr-gFrafas amer § sk
IGFT TGS FOFA N gean-giafeat §
Tga AT § | wEfwl F@ A & g
I gl w3 aFar fr agi ag awen
W Fgal w § i ge g e,
g Feear B fyeiwe dede faemr
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Tfgy, Fewar W qwoig & a
arfegw

¥ qmoat arewd a0 ¥ gqe
R —Jar we-aed & fow fam
R o< frgeam & g s @Y
FOFT § AT, §F AT ¥ W g AW,
afew agt 1 greq F1 AFTAR @ gU
AT FE W T @ §—ar R
Wi o ET A FP—FAFT A T
I T dF F ARG AT WD w
¥—=wme fafewr ofis #3003
fou Fmramed qm N @w @, ey
&7 T FTH § Fowd § LR T qF 7
FR AE § A 7 A g@d e e
F N, oy gw T SwEm #
T FAR |

U GAE—AT AU FoRA A
F @ freate IRIRMA & &
I FT §, s F § &Y S e | 4w
o A ek AR Fenw
T RE? '

e gAE—IAA-A-gRiaT-ET
¥ dgq @o 1o Hro o I} g, T
W ¥ dgq amaw g FF agr A E
S agi Wenw IF9 ¥ §? umo
ATge dro FT wW, ¥ wwaAT § FOEFWN
# g sarer g, Twfey |1 g@o 1o
o FT FE aﬂm g ¥ WA
qarg?

ATy i F1 Avwergawa R g,
WA AT gad 1 EES QA e )
AR ¥ agh ¥ W sqed @
gei-aadt ot 7 shefagee o
NAmsAaE 3T §1 a &1 § @
T AT IY AR F AR AR &7
® &1 w0 aw FoFw ¥ fey R
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e SHE @ N W W R
§—wn fealy @w ¥ 3, e
FEa et dwe fas g

T a9 9 @R o FE argm-
qrgvE A g 7 dar 1 Wi ¥ wgr—
Saw ¥ a8 adl &, 3w 7-10
ar 15 g F1 FE oyw g, ey ag
fea go o R AW T NFEw
g agee 9% gF @ ¥ daw e
firT -6 Aw ¥ ga fewal § andr

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND FAMILY
PLANNING, AND WORKS, HOUSING
AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT (SHRI
PARIMAL GHOSH) : The scope of this
half-an-hour discussion, as far as I could
make out, was regarding the problems of
slum clearance and the time-bound
programm, if any, which the Government
of West Bengal bhas adopted, but in his
speech Mr. Samar Guha has elaborated the
scope of this discussion, though I agree
with the points raised by Mr. Guha in
general, there is no dispute about that, as
I come from Calcutta. The subject-matter
of our discussion is slum clearance, the
provision made for the purpose, whether
there is any timebound programme, whether
any foreign agency had agreed to give us
help or what the Government of India had
done so far. I shall confine my answer to
this aspect. This matter had been discussed
here before. This is one of the many problems
that we are facing today and the Govern-
ment have already taken up a programme
for slum inprovement along with other
development programme particufarly for
Calcutta. Our rough estimate is that in
Calcutta-Howrah there are 3,000 slums
covering a population of about a million......
(Interruptions) Besides that we have about
half a million people living on both sides
of River Hooghly, mostly industrial labourers
who live in more or less slum conditions.
Our estimate is that we shall be requiring
Rs. 10-15 crores.

MR. CHAIRMAN : What is the total
population ?
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SHRI PARIMAL GHOSH : About 1.5
million living in 3,000 slums and in industrial
areas aleng the Hoobly.

SHRI SAMAR GUHA : He is giving
a wrong figure, which prevailed before
partition. Will the Minister include the
lower middle class refugees who have taken
shelter in the slums ? Then the figure will
be around 3500.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Let us hear him
first.

SHRI PARIMAL GHOSH: I shall
elaborate that point later. After the impo-
sition of President’s rule, the Government
of India and the State Government had
come to the conclusion that it would not be
possible for the State Government to raise
the resources needed to solve the problem.
An elaborate programme of Rs. 150 crores
bad been drawn up for different improve-
ments and slum clearance is one of the
items. Besides the plan allocation, the
Government of India have allocated a sum
of Rs. 8 crores for 1970-71 and 1971-72.

SHRI SAMAR GUHA : As loan.

SHRI PARIMAL GHOSH : As hundred
per cent grant ; this sum is also outside
the plan ceiling. Rs. 3 crores out of this
amount had been earmarked for 1970-71
and Rs. 5 crores for 1971-72. The State
Government had allocated from their
resources Rs. 2 crores.

A pertinent point was raised by hon.
friends—how far is it going to improve slums
in Calcutta ? Our emphbasis is on the
environmental improvement of the slum,
not slum clearance as such. Because slum
clearance would be costly and more time-
consuming. Besides it will dislocate the
slum dwellers themselves. For the time
being we are making environmental improve-
ments ; details of that have already been
given by my hon. friend Shri Guha. This is
not going to solve the problem of Calcutta.
That is a fact which Shri Samar Guha has
emphasised ; I also agree. But the point is
if sufficient fund is not available to tackle
the slum-dwellers’ problem, in tofo, whether
we should leave it or we should make envi-
ronmental improvement. That is why we
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thought that at least the conditions in the
slums which, as stated by Shri Samar Guha,
are sub-human—it is true—could be improved
by making environmental improvements at
least, and that is why the primary invest-
ment on these slums and the money that
has been allotted will be mainly for the
environmental improvement of the slum-

dwellers.

Then, Shri Samar Guha asked whether
some of the refugee colonies will also be
included in the slum clearance programme.
There are quite a number of refugee colonies
in the Kidderpore and Tollygunge areas,
and those colonies have also been included
for the environmental improvement in this
scheme. -

SHRI SAMAR GUHA : Not all ; only
in Jadavpore and Kidderpore.

SHRI PARIMAL GHOSH : For the
time being, we have taken up only 1,200
bastis, for the time-bound programme, to be
completed within a period of two years, and
in that programme, we have also included
a number of refugee colonies in the Tolly-
gunge area which is occupied mostly by the
refugee people. So, that part is also taken
care of.

Another point that has been made is,
why we have not approached the foreign
agencies or why we have not tried to utilise
the PL 480 money. Mention has been made
of the name of Mr. MacNamara. Mr.
MacNamara has been to Calcutta, and
has met the authorities of the CMPO. He
has also made a statement and I have also
seen that. But no specific or concrete pro-
posal has come from any quarter up till now
from the foreign agencies. (Interruption)
Some of them have of course shown some
willingness, that they may be in a position
to help the Government of West Bengal
provided certain specific programmes are
being made. On the basis of that, we have
also started collecting certain data to meet
their requirements. How far it will be
available, and how long it will take, I do
not know.

Regarding the PL-480 funds, Shri Samar
Guha has mentioned that the fund has been
made available for the slums improvement
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in Bombay. Asfar as I know, from the
PL-480 funds, no amount has been allotted
for Bombay. I can assure him that even if
a single pie is allotted from the PL-480
funds in Bombay, certainly it would be
available for Calcutta.

SHRI SAMAR GUHA : Why don’t
you explore the possibilities ?

SHRI PARIMAL GHOSH: We are
exploring all possibilities. You have mention-
ed that these funds were allotted in Bombay.

SHRI SAMAR GUHA :
in the press.

It appeared

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BASU: Shri
T.T.K. had made an open statement that
Rs. 200 crores was b:ing allotted to Calcutta,
Rs. 120 crores to Bombay and Rs. 80 crores
to Madras. But the whole thing was shelved

Calcutta Slums (H.A H. Disc.)

by interested people here. And Shri T.T.K.
had later confirmed it. (/nterruption)

MR. CHAIRMAN : Order, order. It
is an old story.

SHRI PARIMAL GHOSH : Also, Mr.
Guha wanted to know whe'her all these
programmes will be implemented within a
prescribed time or not. I have already
assured him that it will be taken up ; these
1,200 bastis are to be completed within a
period of two years. These are all meant for
the environmental scheme. We have also
planned that, if necessary, the clearance of
the silums could also be considered. That
has not been completely ruled out.

18.14 brs.

The Lok Sabha then adjourned till
Eleven of the Clock on Tuesday,
December 8, 1970/ Agrahayana 17, 1892
(Saka).
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