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MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: You want-
ed to know the facts. This morning you 
raised this issue and he, naturally, thought 
tllat he should make a statement givinli the 
general facts of the case. Normally, the 
practice followed is that no questions are 
permitted ...... (Interruption) 

SHRI A. SREEDHARAN (Badagara): 
It is not the question ...... (IIIIUruption) 
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;ftf;;rlt I 

MR. DBPUTY-SPEAKER: If I permit 
one, I will have to permit others ..... . 

(InterruptiOll). On the basis of this state-
ment, there are ather ways to put queslioBS 
at a lalcr sta&e, not now. 

J8.19 hrs. 
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THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMEN-
TARY AFFAIRS AND COMMUNICA-
TIONS (DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH) : 
I am thankful to all the hon. members 
who have participated in this debate and 
given constructive suggestions in this 
regard. But I might be pardoned if I say 
some truth about Shri Lobo Prabhu ; those 
who have jaundiced eyes always see the 
universe yellow. As you know, the blind 
people cannot read any letters ... 
(Interruptions). Mr. Lobo Prabhu is the 
greatest admirer of British Government 
and he cannot understand the difficulties 
of the ordinary people in India. He thinks 
that every thing should be oriented in the 
British fashion and more particularly in his 
ICS fashion, and tbat, I am not going to 
allow because he wants that tbey sbould 
draw fatter salaries, tbey should enjoy 
fatter concessions and amenities ... 
([",erruptions). He wants all the conces-
sions for himself. He does not under-
stand who will give him that concession. 
Tbe ordinar) people of India must not 
be made to suffer to serve his interests. 
I would not allow that. He wants to 
advocate the capitalist systam, capitalist 
plus ICS system and tbis Department at 
least is not going to be guided by his 
advice ... (Interruplio,IS). 

SHRI LOBO PRABHU; May I 
enquire tbis ? 

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH; I am 
not yielding. 

SHRt LOBO PRABHU: Let bim 
elaborate wbore I have recommended a 
capitalist system. 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: The Minis-
ter is not yielding. Wbat can I do ? 

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH: I al!1 
not going to tax tbe people who never 
write a postcard, nor am I going to tax the 
people who can nevor use any inland letters 
or any envelopes, for his sake. He" says 
tbat tbe people should be given tbe con-
cessions. Who are the people? The 
majority of tbe people in India, 82 Per cent 
of them, do not know how to read and 
write, and all tbe concessi&. are not 
loinl to be aiven to the intelliaent people 

like him. Therefore, I reject all the 
suggestions tbat he has made. (Interruptions) 

I accept Mr. Sheo Narian's suggestion 
about border areas. He and otber mem-
bers like Mr. Lakkappa and Mr. K. K. 
Chatterjee, talked a"out scheduled castes. 
All the concessions that are due to them 
are being extended to them. But if there 
is any shortcoming anywhere. I will be 
very liberal in th~t regard-not only their 
quota, but I will examine if even more tban 
the quota can be given to tbem. 

Mr. Lakkappa said about Mr. Martin 
Luthar King. I accept tbat suggestion 
also. but I might inform bim tbat, even 
prior to bis giving this suggestion, we have 
already decided that special commemorative 
stamps for Sardar Bhagat Singh and Mr. 
Martin Luthar King will be issued very 
soon. 

Tben, some other suggestions were also 
made. My task has been Iigbtened by my 
hon. friends, Shri D. C. Sbarma, Shri N. N. 
Patel and Shri D. S. Patil. About tbe 
telegraphic money order which was sent 
by somebody. about wbich Mr. Patil 
pointed out, I will see that that is paid 
tomorrow and wboever is guilty-I do not 
want to punish anybody-will be pulled 
up. 

Mr. N. N. Patel talked about Bombay 
Abmedabad co-axil cable. Mr. Lakkappa 
said about discrimination against tbe South. 
It can never bappen like that; if it 
happened in tbe past, I should not be made 
to suffer on that account. As you know. 
tbere is an S. T. D. system between Madras 
and Bangalore, and we are going to give 
priority to Madras in regard to automatic 
trunk excbanges. 

Por, we are going to open five trunk 
exchanges. Madras is going to be ~ven 
a special treatment in tbat regard because 
we want to put that part of our country 
on the STD. 

Shrimati Laxmi Bai spoke about the 
Hyderabad and Poona stations where work 
was recently sanctioned; my hon. colleague 
Shri I. K. Gujral tells me that the work 
has already started, and when tbat work 
IS completed and that will be commissioned 
aad. the Madras automatic exchange also 
will be commissioned, most of the tasks in 
that part of the country will be lightened. 
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SHRY K. LAKKAPPA (Turoker): My 
point was that in a direct e1iallina system 
from the capital. all the important cities 
in South India shollid be linked up. 

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH: That 
will be done by the end of this year if 
everything soes well. 

SHRI NAMBIAR: We are talking 
about the microwave system. 

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH: That 
is under construction, and then Calcutta-
Madras, Madras-Delhi, Delhi-Bombay and 
all other areas will be eonnocted. 

I shall be very Pluticular resarding the 
boeder area, and We are already particular 
abput it. Shri Prem Ciland Verma an!! 
Shri Sheo Narain had referred to this 
matter. We are not going to neglect our 
border areas. Shrl Ounallllnd Thakur 
also referred to this. As part of our 
policy we have already Put JalDlllU and 
Srinagar on the micro-wave link, and ODe 
can talk to Srinagar and Jammu witllout 
'lny difficulty. We may very soon caDnect 
Ladakh also during the summer time. In 
that way, this JIOlicy of linking the cntil'e 
border area is gomg to be lIDpl_entcd al 
expeditiously as possi ble. 

Regarding post oflioes, ceJ1ain bon. 
Members bave pointed out t!>at certala 
backward areas bave beeo Res\ected. Sbri 
Gunanand Thakur had referred to a place 
where tbe population was 10,000 but atill 
there was no post o1lice. I strai&\ltway 
say that we sball open a post olice theR. 
Our policy is that every pancbayat ultimate-
ly will be baving a post alice. 

We are going to have one lakh post 
offices witbin two month.. I belieWl, by 
June. 

SHRI S. KANDAPPAN: But lie is 
demanding money from them as d&lpQ&it. 

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH: That 
is part of tbe !'oliey because wherever it 
is soing to run at a loss, we bave to pro-
vide for it. Normally, we open P. O. S. 
to serve a villa!!e or group of villages with 
a population of 2,000 or more if the annual 
loss does not exceed Rs. 750/- p. a. In tile 
backward areas we permit a loss of RI. 
1000/- p. a. and in some of tbe more back-

ward areas we even open post offices at a 
1088 of lb. 2,600/- p. a. But no plaoe in 
India will be left out witbout a post nfiKo 
if it is a panchayat unit. There will at 
least be ai many panchayat post of&es as 
ta.re are panchayat units in tbe country. 
and tbat will porcolate into the remotest 
coraer. That policy will take tbe post 
offi!:C to the remotest corner of our coun. 
try. 

The Anchal policy is also a good thing 
that every block headquarters should have 
a t~l~phone system, a telegrapb system and 
a head post olllce. We shaB consider it 
and see tltat this also becomes a part of 
our policy. The House will be interested 
to know that when the admirers of Shri 
Lobo Prabbu, the Britishers were bere, or 
the British Goverament were bere, there 
were Jess than 22000 post offices, but the 
moment they left and tbe goverament came 
into the bands of the ordinary people, the 
number of post offices has gone up to 
about one lakh, the number of telegraph 
offiees to over 10,000 and the number of 
exchanges to over 4000. He being a blind 
man can never see what is happening be-
cause be is trained in the ICS style. I 
bave regard for tbe ICS people, but not 
for the ICS type whicb wants to move like 
an ox round an oil ghanj· 

smt! LOBO PRABHU: On a point 
of personal explanation. I am entitled 10 
reply because he has made a personal 
charge agaillSt me. 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: He is not 
yielding. 

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH: I ""ill 
never yield to blm. 

SHRI LOBO P~BHU: If the ~s­
ter clair;ns to have acbieved all this, will be 
Ita ve the small intellisenee to reply t" me ? 
He may be a Minister, but let him bave 
tltis small intelligence to reply to the points 
I raiJed (/fllerrup/ioft.) 

DR. RAM SURHAG SINGH: As 
part of our policy, we are 80inl! 10 open as 
m,ny p.cos as possiQle. 

SURI MUDRIKA SINHA; Oa a 
poiDt of er4er. 
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DR. RAM SUBHAO SINOH : [ know 
his area more than him. No point of order 
,Imerrupt~) 

SHRI D. N. PATODIA (Jalore) : How 
can the Minister &BY that th.re is no point 
of order 7 It is fOI yetU to judee, and give 
your ruling. 

MR. DEPUTY-SP£AKEIl I was 
lctoldng at him. Has he any poiDt to 
raise 1 

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH: No, 
Sir. 

Ite,ardi"g the luggestiOl1 "f Sbri D. C. 
Sbarma that more PCOs sboulll be opcoed, 
I accept it, because this is aoing to benefit 
the most ordinary people of our country ; 
!bose who cannot all'OI'd to ha"" a tele-
phone can get the benefit of PCO. 

He also mad. a SUIliC8t;on about the 
telepltone scbeme ... 

SHRI DA IT ATRA Y A KUNlE 
(Kolaba): The hop. Minister said, 'sit 
down'. Will tllat go on record? Is it 
Rr.ocedurally proper for b im to say that? 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER.: I under-
stand tlte procedural proprielY part of it. 

SHRI DAITATRAYA KUNTil: 
am Qll a point of order. The bon. Minis-
ter said 'Sii down'. Tbat migbt 110 Qll r~­
cord. 

Ue is the Chief Wbip of !.be Party in 
power. Tbarof_ be bas tb.t autloority 
lWor his ,arty _.-beIS. But .he CBII 00111-
1DIU1M:at.ethat ,authorit, iD a w~itten _-
DOl, aol ill tbis maJt1Ier, because atWr all 
Ihere sbould be some decorum is tb. 
House. 

MR.. DEPUTY-SPEAl(ER: t entirely 
agree so far as tile procedure is con<;OfDed. 
He never said 'Sit down'. He said 'No 
point of order'. 

SHRI GUNANAND THAKUR: He 
said 'Sit down'. 

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH: JU. 
~i1!8 the sch_ to wbicb 1 .... refeR-
iN.a Httle w~ '8e, WI: ilav~ to ~-~ 
lent reoriented it and I shall dlscUil It wMb 

the hon. Member and try to accommodate 
biB ideas. 

Regarding the India-Pak telepbone 
system, be suggested thaI we sbould keep a 
watch. Wbile repl~ ing to a supplementary 
by Prof. Ranga, I said the other day tbat 
we would see that no untoward events are 
allowed to bo communicated to any place 
on our telephone system. As you know, 
this is the rule. 

Regardiag what Shri Suraj Bhan point-
ed out, frauds in the postal system 10 the 
tune of Rs. 9,80,000 wd some otber things 
which Shri Lakkappa also pointed eut, we 
will see tila t we eltercise proper check on 
all tltese frauds and other thinas. 

Shr·i Bimal Ghosh spoke about tele-
phone exchanges, that Dlore and more of 
them should be opened. That i. our 
policy. Last year we opened about 184 
teleph,,"e exchanges. 

Regarding the point raised by Shri 
Ramabhadran .nd Shri RaN Ilay, as you 
know our policy is to introduce administra-
tion in as many regional Jaaguaaes as we 
CaB, Tberefore, we have ordored tbat all 
tlto forms and ev.en postcards, inland 
letters and otber things, wherever possible 
anB witllin the limitauQIIs of our prinliq 
pr..,sos, should COIlform to lhis policy. Of 
course, Ihis cannot be done in 0IlCI day. 

SHIll NAMBIAR: Some space mar 
be left ill the postcard for tb. person to 
write also. 

DIl. RAM SUBHAG SINOH: Post-
card does not matter. As regards forms 
particularly, we will see that the regional 
languages are used there. The same policy 
with regard to signboards e~c .. 

SHRI S. KANDAPPAN: What about 
telephone directories in regional langllages7 

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH: ~ 
bave got it in Tamil, Gujarati, Hindi; we 
will encourage that ilIso. 

SH!IU S. KANDAPPAN: On a point 
of clar-ification. It is published through 
,rivate eIl~epreD"ur. for whiah a c~.rge is 
levied. So people are not in a poaiti811 to 
purchase it. Why not tbe dep_rtmeat do 
it AO lhat instead of the English 'tersion, 
people in the 8~uth may aet the Tamil 
version 7 
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DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH: Anyway, 
our policy will be to encoul'tlge the regional 
languages. Then, Sardar Saigal pointed 
out that the interst on the savings bank 
deposits is not as high as in the commer-
cial banks. But, as you know, Commercial 
banks' accounts are subject to income-tax, 
whereas the postal savings accounts are 
not subject to the income-tax rules. Tben, 
the postal savIngs banks are spread through' 
out the country and we are going to open 
10,000 more. Virtually. 50 per cent of our 
post'offices arc now going to be convcrted 
into savings banks. So, more and more 
facilities will be given to the people 
in regard to depositing tbeir savings in the 
postal savings banks, just as Sbri Sbeo 
Narain wanted when be said that the 
people .hould be enabled to deposit tbeir 
saving in tbe post I savings banks. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Rs.50,OOO. 

DR. Jl.AM SUBHAG SINGH: All 
rigbt ; I will come to the rates etc .. later. 
Shri Vasudeavn Nair referred to interference 
from tbe Home and tbe Finance Ministries. 
Last year I had mentioned bere regarding 
the raising of the status of our P & T 
Board and the financial integration and 
also about giving some more rights to our 
circl. officers in regard to expenditure, 
We have got that done. Now our Financial 
Member is having all the powers and 
privileges of the corresponding Members 
in tbe Railway Board. I do not want to 
be repudiated by Mr. Nambiar because he 
having been a railway employees' leader 
has developed some hatred for the railway. 
(Interruption) 

SHRI NAMBIAR 
feelina. 

I have no such 

can : 

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH: About 
housing. some Members mentioned about 
the difficulty in regard to housing. It is 
really a difficult problem which we are 
confronted with, because, as you know. 
out of over 15,000 departmental post-offices. 
we are not having 2,000 post-offices in 
government buildings. What to say about 
the staff people? This is the least-housed 
department, because in the railways the 
percentage goes to over 34, but here it 
comes witbin four per cent. Tberefore, 
OD this account also some extra revenue 
should be raised. (InterrUPtio) 

'" ~~ WI : ~ .nm '11: iI"t1IiT 
~~~~I 

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH: Because 
I want to give a good housing system to 
the P&T Department. Nowadays, it is Dot 
the day of the British Government. My 
friend Shri Lobo Prabhu has left the House: 
a.! that time, they were living in rented 
houses or living with some friendS, etc. 
Now nobody can be givell a house gratis ; 
take the cities like Bombay, Calcutta, 
Madras, Delhi, Aligarh or Kanpur. Suitable 
Government quarters should be provided 
to every member of the staff. I got it 
worked out and it comes to Rs. 35 crores 
though our runds at the moment is less 
than Rs. 5 crores for all building works. 
This is the difference. I want everybody'. 
co-operation and we will try to emphasise 
this matter everywhere. I hope the Finance 
Ministry will also agree. Previouly 
we were not In a position to pay our 
dividends, two or three years' arrears are 
there. We were not in a position to pay 
anytbJna, but now we are in a changed 
position. 

Mention was also made about the 
Khadi uniform. It is a ract that there is 
some demand. I do not want to quote 
Shri Shoo Narain more than two or three 
times, but again I have to quote him. He 
said about the Ministers. I would like SHRI D. C. SHARMA: You 

make him a postmaster somewhere I 

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH 
accept his sUlgestion if he is willing I 

everyone to use it. This is the uniform, 
I: after Independence, of the nation. 

The fight for independence was waged 
in that uniform and even if it is costlier 
we would like that it shouk! be provided 
to the people. Weare prepared to bear 
the burdo. 
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15ft m U!t: tit. ~ it.;fti t 
~~w~~,~;ft'lft ~~ 
~~I 

~ ~ ~ (\.~.i'i<1I"I"'): ~. 
~. ~o t.mrW ~~? 

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH: You 
are also no exception. 

'5fi ~~ ~ : if ~o~. ~o 
if ififf "IT I if~;n if "IT I ~ WIT ;ft 
'fi~ ~iT m ~ 'ffu!rT1r ~ I 

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH: Being 
a major in the army does not Qualify you 
to know more about the army than myself. 

There have been demands in several 
places for reclassification of cities. Wher-
ever this demand proves to be genuine in 
my view. I will naturally take up the 
matter with the Finance Ministry. 

About Kerala circle, it was said that 
more concessions should be given in the 
hill areas. I do not know whether it will 
be possible, because all the concessions we 
are going to give are to any backward 
area. We are going to extend those con-
cessions not only to forest areas in Kerala, 
but we are ,1oing to take the entire country 
Mysore, Kerala, Madras, Andhra Pradesh, 
Himachal Pradesh of which Mr. Verma 
spoke and so on. ([n/erruptions ) 

~fir'f;TiTTi it ~ fir;;;pl(" it; ~ 
tni<mr ~T ~ I <mT if@ ~ "',. ~ iIITO 
~. ~ lIT iftfj' fir; l:Ift ;niornr ~T;;rnr 
m;;pl(" ~~ ~ifT I 'fi"Jf ~ 'fi"Jf ~ ",Fri 
omft if '!"i fm;rr 'til: ~ ~ I qor 

~~~'!if1r.IT~m~, ~'!if1r.IT 
'fiI ~ if~, ~~ ~ mmm <1"1T, 
~~'fiIJIT~if&TI~~ 
Iti't ~~ ;tt~ ~ ~ I if m ~~ JIT'Ii 

'til:lt,~ ~~ ~~,Il ~ 
~ 'ImfT t-~ ;;IT '1ft \ifTiffi ~ q'R 
WtTW<:: ;;It '1ft ;;rr;Rr ~, ~ 'fiI ~ "FI" 
if"," ;;it"," ~, 'Tiff fori if f~ if ~ ~ 
~qnf 'Tiff" ",-:lT~, ~f!fir; q-nr;r.r tflff 

'fiI ~ ~r ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ "1T<f-

~~I~~~~t~ 
~fir;mft ~ it;if~~ ~­
~~;rtf!'~rif~~~ 'til: 
,{ifT I ~ ~ mmr it; ft;rit '1ft ~ 
fir; 12-12 lfuf 'R ~ mmr ;rtf!' ~- m 
~~~~;fkif'fiQT~ ~, 
'a"if;ft ~ it; ft;rit~ ~ ~ "IT I 
~ '1ft qq<: ~1 it; ;;mit it ~ 'IiflI" 
~ 'Ii'U ~.tf[ I ~lfif m<: ~~ ITi<r 
'fiI~"f.t 'f!1r r.rlfr-~i(" ~ it; ~f<: 
l:Ift if lI1! ~ fir; ~ tifw ~~, ~T 
'1ft ~ If+!> ~ ;:rro-;;r ~TiT, 'fliffiI; qQT it; <1T'T 
writ ~ q;m ~lTif~ ~ I qm: q;r;fi &Tit 
~~mmrifim~,m~ writ 
'!iT~~, ~~;ftill"l!fl~~~ 
~ Fli ~ ~~ if '1ft if ~­
~,~ '!<:O ~ i·1TT I 

;;flT<1" q'R ~ if '1ft ij,,4hll!{~ 

~mmr'li't iIITO~'li't~1 ~ 
,""if ;;it !{"1~<ffirur .. ", ~~, lfQt 
2500"'10 ~ ~If "1m ij"~ '!iT m ~ lI'h: 
~ -.i'\1TI It\" <:nr it; ~ if ~ 'IifIf 
;ft ~'tfT I 

1li'r1l~~~~"1"(t~1 
~ ~ ;;IT it lfttr 'Il't fir; lfQt 'R 
~'fiI~ill"ifTe:TI~<:cft 
<:nr 'ill it ~ it; r.ri't 1ft ~ IffIf 
<tT ~, ~ it; ft;rit '1ft ~ lfttr <tT ~ 
~, ~ m'r.r"1" ~ ~ 'PRrr t I lfQt 
~o ~o ~o ~ill"ifTitm~'f;1!' 
~ 'fi"Jf 500 lff ~ ~ ~ 'f\'f~ &Tit 
~I 

About Madurai, I will speak in En&liah 
For bifurcation of an R. M. S. Division 
the Class III officers should be more than 
500 and the work length should exceed 
3,000 KM. I ha~e every sympathy for both 
these places-Madurai and Jhersaguda and 
I am prepared to cODsider tham, but tho 
route lenath both of them i. unfortuqatoly 
Ion than tQrco ~QO\lSlllld ~~, 
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If bifurcated they would not constitute 
even 3000 kilometres. I am going into this 
commitment of our colleague Shri Jaganath 
Rao. I will have it eXamilled. I will also 
have this madurai case examined. 

SHRI NAMBIR: The staff is morc 
than 1000. 

DR. RAM SUBHAO SINGH: I will 
find out. I will have it checked. Any 
commitment made on any basis I am 
not going to dishonour. Shri Nambiar 
said about my colleague Shri Oujral'. co-
mmitment. I will find out. He did not 
say what commiiment he made. He put 
something in my mouth also. I never 
made any coinmitment anywhere. If any 
commitment has been made by Shri Oujral 
that will certainly be honoured and honour-
cd expeditiously. 

.n ~~: ~~ m: ;m1rr 
t~itlflfT~~ ? 

WTo ~ P" ft1l: mlfT it Q;iIi 

'fTmr fT.m~ W, ~ ~ it 4' q 
~1IIT I ~ <n:~~m~Pf ... rN, 

~ ~;olITlrr ~~~ ~ 
it '1ft' 300 ~ tit:am '1ft' ~ f\orln 
~yitm I ili!;.r qrcr m ~ 'fiT ~T 
Iffff ~ ~? ~~;ft'q; ~ ;mt 
~q~m:~'Ift~ I ... (~) ... 
~ ~ if!if ~, If ~~ 

~~~'1fT I 

'lit~5Tfl:::~it~ 
~IflfTP 

WTo U1f!1I't ~ : m=z ~JfiI;~ 
'1ft 'ill <mT gt, Ifot ~ ~ ~ iii': ~'1fT I 

~it~~m ~~m 
~~~'~1~.~ ~ m...n 
~'1fT I 

1ft1l~ ~ : ~T it 300 ~ I 

WTo ~ I1I'f fWt : ~ ~ mm 
,;''1T I' . 

I accept Shrl Nambiar'. Suneslioti. If 
the Railways are having surplus coaches 
then we will approach the Railway Minis-
ter to provide us some extra coaches. 
Shrl Shastri's suggestion also I am accept-
ing. If conditiODs allow we are prepared 
to do it, because all these things are met 
at the cost of passeogers. SIlri Ramavatar 
Shastri will appreciate that the Assam 
Mail is virtually overcrowded. Its capa-
city is to c:arry tw;:lve coaches. Wherever 
there is no electrification, no dieselisation, 
it would DOt be possible to carry more 
than twelve coacheS. It is a180 ver, much 
overcrowded. I do nDt know whether they 
will be a,r.in, to havo one RMS coach 
at the cost of passenger coaches more 
particularly third class passenaer coaches. 

,..rl<: fu~ m"t ~"t if ~ t 
~~-~ ~1I1If~ ~tJitl. m 
~roftlt "'flfT if iimr IJi'W I ~ 'lf1'l::-

~",m"~ ~~ ~~ ~ 
~1f'(~IT<:~~ ~)~, I m~ 

~ ~ ~f,r1;n' it; ~ if 'ill ~ 
~ ~ ~, ~ 4';rR lli':r ~'iTT I 'ill 
~ ~;ftfcr ~ $I'<R m ~f01' ~ 
fi:ornr {Ttft at # __ ~ <n: <r~ \'ItI11'1' 

~'q-f I 

l5f'Prtft m ~ ~ it ;;r~ 
i~if~ ~fiI; ~T ~~ I 

~tf~1ft~~fitI'~~ ~­
~. ~ ~ ... (IIfIm;f) .... 
#~ ii~~'Ift~ 

~fiTT I 
Shri D. S. Patil said about more Cir-

c1". Toda, it Is Ollt policy, as yoil kne;", 
Ie baYe not fDOre tbaa ene PMG in each 
State. 

SSRI DEORAO PATIL.: Examine 
the demand of having a P. &. T. Circle in 
Nagpur. 

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH: Reaso-
nable requirements of NlIapllr wnt he 
Ihe'. 

I will dilCUSl this matter with Sh" 
p. S. ratU. Sbri o.haaukI! l1li4 ;'~r1 Soq. 
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awane and we will try to meet the reason-

able requirements or Nagpur, short of this, 
because more and more circles mean 
addition,a] posts and expenditure will go 
lip. 

tion is only 2 lakhs or 3 lakhs. These are 
the difficulties. 

AN HON, MEMBER: What about 
newspapers? 

~'t~~:~~~ 
~ ~ ~ I m.fi 11 ~ ~ 'IT1f on: 
mm it ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ SI1rn 
q ;;rn:rm;;rl 'Ii<: ~ ~ I <flIT' IPlit ;;ft 
{~;;rf'if~~,~~~~~~ 
ftit ;;rjlr I 

~o ~ !1f'T ~: ~ ~~ 
~r.m, 1l ~ ;;rR- rrorr ~'lTT f.!; ~ 
~~T~~lT<'Rr~1 

SHRI SHIV AJI RAO S. DESHMUKH 
(Parbhani): Ma) I point out that the 
Minister made a commitment earlier -when 
the PMG Circle was shifted from Nagpur ... 

DR, RAM SUBHAG SINGH: I will 
discuss the matter with the Hotne Minis-
ter. 

Then, Shri K. K. Chatterjee said about 
the bifurcation of the postal and tele-
communication system on tbe ground that 
one is a lossing concern and the other is a 
payi'!g concern. I do not know whether 
all the losing concerns should be elbowed 
out and kept at one place and all the pay-
ing concerns at anotber place, because 
administratively it would not be a good 
thitig. ' 

About mob rule in Calcutta, we, are 
opposed to mob rule anywhere, more 
particularly in Calcutta, which Is the nerve 
celltre of eastern ladia. 

Then, there should be post olliee..In 
all a'reaa, more partlcuJa~J.y in iDaccessi/lle 
areas. 

~ 1Il'll ~ iI1't ~ IIilT ITlfT t Ai 
q:t on:~)~, 'dr.r ~~" ~ ~ 
~(t~lf~ ~~ (f) 'ITO 
'ITO lir.nl~nmnft ;r(f' I ;ft ~ 
~·~,tl 

,:rbe maill dijliculfy is that it has fIlt 
an area of :00,000 sq. miles and the papula: 

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH: Every-
body is interested in newspapers. Sir, 
you are also interested in newspapers. 
Because, newspaper is one of the best 
institutions in our country. But-and 
this is a big "but"-I do not want tbat 
India should be made a country of conces-
sions. How many concessions could we 
go on giving? Everybody wants conces-
sions and no work. No newspaper con-
sulted us when it increased its price. The 
newspapers we!!.t on increasing tbeir prices. 
From 2 paise it has gone up to 18 or 20 
paise, I think the periodical of Sbri Varma 
costs at least 25 paise. 

There is another interesting fact. We 
have not increased our postage on tbem. 
They get even now at the enbanced price 
concessions rul!ning into lakhs of rupees. 
Most of the small newspapers of today are 
not like Mahatma Gandbi's Harijan or 
Tilak's Kesari. Then. there are papers run 
by government like Yojana, railways, Dale 
Tar and so on. ,;Thousands of papers are 
publisbed by the Government of Jndia. If 
you take into cqnsideration the papers 
published by the State Governments also, 
it will come t.o a very big number. Then, 
there are undertakings in the public sectQr 
and private sector also whicb publisb their 
ne.papers. Why should the, concessions 
be given to tbem. , If tb,ere are papers like 
Mahatma Gandhi's Harijan and Tilak's 
KestJri, I am always prCpared to consider 
sympa,thetically thQir case" ,But wbere is 
the need to conaider sympathetically, whcJ) 
they are puhlial\¢ by lovemment iDstitu-
tiona or private profit~ inatitutions ? 
If it is In the interest <If the peOple, I am 
always prepanld to take up that matter. 

lUOIII'I. 

SHRI NAMBIAR: It iilcreasll8 the 
price spiral. Why do you contdbute to 
tha~ 1 

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH: It la, 
over ioo per cent correct, but when he 
asks for aD increase in the pay of the staft' " 
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he forgets that philosophy. I want that he 
should be consistent in his way of think-
ing. I would be prepared to accept his 
ideas: even from jail I have accepted his 
ide<Js. 

It is a fact that the P & T Department 
has rendded the most useful service to 
society and ungrudgIng service at a time 
when both· the' railWays and the airlines 
were having ~trikes at several times ~cause' 
cf the Imlgu<lge' trouble Rnd ,other things. 
There \ftn!' s!flkes. Train.· were derailed 
and burnt. Mil!ht be, S'ome mOlley orders 
also were· btlYnt ·globg wjlh the mail be-
came 'most of the things are carried bv 
the,railways a~d the aeroplanes. Despit~ 
those st'",eII, ou r people rendered sueb 
signal ·'em'e and I'dongr'atu'ale our P & 
T·empl~ees\ more part1cuhilly the Class 
III 'al1l1 allss IV employees. 

Coming to the raising (,r the rate. I 
need only say' that the postal branch h.l5 

b~n working at' a dtfldt. as I s;:lid eJ.rlier. 
duting· the last few' years and t h ,s ctefici t 
has·m'w'gone1up from Rs. 228 crOres in 
196s-66 \() anesl·imated flgme' of Rs: 16.81 
er""'''''during 1967"6~' Thrre were cett:tin 
miWor increases in some ocf the rates· dur-
in!!,!he period May 1963 t{l August 1967, 
bul :the additional revenue has been prac~ 
ticall)' submerged by the ,teeply inc'reasing 
SlUff (Ost. The P &. T Dc:parlment. has 
cefaulted in ·the p"y~nt d its·due divi-
dend'fo the General Re\Ont es on' the capi-
ta"'advanced to it 10 the'extent "r Rs. 3.94 
crp,e. in 19(,5·66' and' R~. 3.1G crores. in 
196'1-68. During the year 1967·6R thecsti-
mate·'Shownha1'th.Hlepan"",,,t would not 
only'not-be able:to pay tne due di.ililelld 
of R~. 1~:31 crores' but· its other expendliture 
will·be in 'clftess of"the 'Ctsflma-{6Ci revenue 
by Rl;,' '2 26 ·C<'&res; "The climtllative I"".e' 
fon·he lastllr_ yen'" aM ",,1'0 R ... 11).61 
crores \ft'd 't1r.·uOJIanment tta, been obl~ed 
to tlIke' ad)f'iJm!telll'be&ring \lavanoe ll'om 
the General"R4IV4_ rO'1n3ke.np,th."oort-
faH, which has to be repaid in three iustal-
ments. While the Government doett.Jlct 
look upon the P & T Department as a 
revebue:eani"in!i <fupartm'ent;:'~~ab6ut 'which 
Shri" Nanlbtar'''lal'ff great emphasis', it 
expects it to pay its way as well as to 
mo~ilise resources to meet a part of) ts 
developmenta' expenditure. I pointed" out 
aboul housing.' Three-fourths of our post 

office, telephone exchanges and others are 
in rented buildmgs' and rents are going up. 
NO'''landlord is prepared to repair th,m. 
As I bad announced in April last year, the 
Tariff Enquiry Committee went into it and 
on the recommendation of that committee 
we have enha 1<W the rates. 

Reference bas been made about the 
JCM, The panels 0( aro;tJ:ators have beeu 
selected. The terms ·of reference have been 
drawn up in respect of all th~ items' 10 
be rpk[~d to a.:bitr..,tion.· They ha ve 
been communicated to the N. F. P. r. 
for con.:urrence. As soon a"i they are 
received back, they will be forwarded 
to Ihe Labour Ministry through the H0me 
M.i.niiHY -·[or. ncce.;sary actioD. Delay IS 
not on our part. 

. '1ft m~ Wt<!l iilf:il'vn (!im:'TT'f ) 
mfr.<'f'fZf'!T m<: ~f<:Of'fT <for m'T f'j;'1~ 
5rfuwdnn? 

no '0" !Jl'I1'I f~: ~f<:'if;ff if; ifr~ 

;r it 'T~i'r 1ft 'j;i\' ~r ~ m<: f'1i<: '!>"FIT 
~'TT f'j; f;;rff'fT 1ft o;rf~ ~'1'q Q,T'lT '3'.~ 

fulfT ;;r[itTrr I f;i'('T'fT "IlT f<:mlA' ~ 
~M~~~ij'1 

There are two or three other pOin's. 
Shri Masani made out certain points which 
were replied to by Shri Nambiar. In 1954 
one policy was adopted regarding according 
recognition to unions. The rules framed 
in 1955, known as the Ce~tral Civil ServiCe 

. (Re .. :ogntion of Service Association) Rules, 
1959.,hali·becorru: illQpeultjvl' on. accouat of 
the SlIpn;m'L Calm ju.Qgement deelariDS 
ruleA(A)~ tho. CCS (Con<44.~) Rules, ·1955 
on whi..::h they were b.lSe.Q. as-::MiIrD. v'J'es .of 
the Con.titution. The Ministry of Home 
Affa.ir:s h.lvC therefore'·) aqvised· tti~lt no new 
union can be recognised till a new set of 
rules are framed. 

But c 1 want to m.ke it clear here that 
we .woill ha.~,' e¥~q)l)<lllpa~.forJi!e !Vor-
ker!.of tl;!s Dc:.partlP."% .... 

Then, somethil>g .was said about arrears 
etc. I admit that the billing system fbr<>ngh-
out the country is not upto the plark •. We 
have tried our bes~ to improve the system 
during the last one year. It has shown 
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some sip of improvement. I must con· 
gratulate tbe employees and the officers wbo 
bave put in tbeir best in it. There are a 
large number of categories of staff in our 
Department. We will see that some 
machinery is set up to look into all the 
things, tbe billing system, so tbat no sub· 
scriber bas any grouse against the Depart-
ment, the bills are sent in time and the 
payment is also adjusted in time. About 
the rebate system whicb we have intro-
duced, Rs. 4 per bill, we will consider, after 
watching tbis Delhi system, to introduce 
it elsewhere also. 

I must thank all the hon. Members who 
have participated in the deba te and who 
are here at this late hour for their coopera-
tion and I hope the Demands will be pass-
ed by the House. 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER 
put all cut motions together. 

I shall 

All the rut mOli{)nf wert' pur an I negatived. 

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: The ques-
tion is : 

"That the respective s_ not excee-
ding the amounts sbowa in the fourtb 
colum'l of the order paper, be jp1IIl1ed 
to the President, to CtIIIfIIi6H the aDDIS 
necessary to defray the chll11les that 
will come in course of payment during 
the year ending tbe 311t day of March, 
1969, in respect of tbe heads of de-
mands entered in the second column 
tbereof against Demands Nos. 91 to 
95, 135 and 136, relating to tbe Depart-
ment of Communications. 

The motion was adopted. 
MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: There was 

a Half·,n-Hour Discussion to be raised by 
Shri Jyotirmoy Basu. He is absent. Tbe 
HOIIse stands adiourned to meet again to-
morrow at 11 A.M. 
19.07 hMi. 

The l.ok Sobha thell adjourned,iII Elevell 
of ,iI· Clock 011 Tuesday, April 23, 1968/ 
Varsakha J, 1890 (Saka) 
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