
i..OK SABHA DEBATES 

LOK SABHA 

2 

---.- -- . __- - ---·---�-..:.._--·-----:----

Wednesday, July 29, 1970/Sravana 7, 
1892 (Saka) 

a sturdy fighter. He had a Iona life 
which was full of areal a�hicvcmonts. Ho 
was one of the founders of the 
State Congress in Travancore. Ho 
moulded the public life of Kerala and 
dominated it for several decades. It ,vu 
only to be expected that he should be 
chosen to the Constituent Assembly which 
drafted the nation's political charter. You 
have referred to Shri lhanu Pillai's work u 
Chief Minister of Kerala and u Governor 
of Punjab and Andhra Pradesh. I have 
known Shri 1 hanu Pillai for many years. I 
wu struck by bis alert mind, his wide 
interests, his sturdy op1imi1m and his lively 
sense of humour and also by his Intense 
concern for the common people and for 
the problems of Kerala. We Jose a 1talwart 
and our deep sympathies 10 out Mn. 

The Lok Sabha met at Elevrn 
of the clock. 

[MR SPEAKER in the Chair] 

081 fUARY REFERENCE 

MR. SPEAKER : I have to inform 
the House of the sad demise of Shri Pattom 
A. Thanu Pillai who passed away at 
Trivandrum on 26th July, 1970 at the age 
of 8S. 

Sbri Thanu Pillai was a Member of the 
Constituent Assembly durin1 the yean 
1948-SO. He was one of the prominent 
figures in The Kerala politics and had been 
the Chief Minister of the erstwhile Stale 
or Travancore and later of Kerala. He had 
also been tho Governor of Punjab and 
Andhra Pradesh, He was a scholar, an 
administrator with toide knowled1e and 
information on international affairs. 

We deeply mourn the loss of this rriend 
and I am sure the Houae will join me in 
conveyin1 our condolence, to the bereaved 
ramily. 

THE PRIME MINISTER, MINISTER 
OF ATOMIC ENERGY, MINISTER OF 
HOME AFFAIRS AND MINISTER OF 
PLANNIG (SHRIMATI INDIRA 
GANDHI) : Mr. Speaker, I share the 
,en1imcn11 tohicb ,·ou have juat eaprcsaed 
rt'prdin1 Sbri Thanu Pillai. Shri Pattom 
Thanu Pillal wu a man or the maua and 

1 hanu Pillai and other membcn or tho 
family. I request you to convey our condo
lences and sympathy to the bereaved family. 

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH (Buur) 
On behalf of the Opposition I join you, 
Mr. Speaker, in mournina the death of 
ano1her great wn of India, Mr. Thanu 
Pillai "ho dominated the life of our country 
so far. 1 bouah be belon1ed to the PSP, J 
had seen him c,orryin11 the a1hca of 
Mahatma Gandhi to Kanya Kumari on hl1 
death and over a million people followln1 
him in payin1 tribute to the Father of the 
nation. As Chief Minister of Kerala he 
commanded the confidence of the people, 
He allO pve that State new idcu and a 
100d administration. Al Governor of 
Punjab and Andhra Pradesh tboae who 
knew him know tohat the condition of 
Raj Bhawan wu at that time, I do not uy 
that there baa been any deterioration. But 
everybody could sec Mr Thanu Pillal'1 
work aa Governor of Punjab and allO or 
Andhra Pradesh. He waa 10 regular In 
bis life. Ho wu 60 experienced and ftll 
versed wirb Indian politiCI and alao world 
polliica ; all lntor11111tlon wa, at hi1 lln1111 
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tips and he could say who was what in 
what Pradesh politics. A man of that type 
comes seldom. He has passed away. We 
are sorry that for two or three days it was 
not possible for us to pay him our tribute. 
He also tried to end the tyranny of the 
Congress party; at that time we were in 
the Ccngress. He had the courage to leave 
the Congress and join the other parties to 
correct the Congress. For all these qualities 
I pay tribute to his memory on behalf of 
the opposil ion and request you to convey 
our condolences to tbe members of the 
bereaved family. 

SHRI LOBO PRABHU (Udipi): 
associate the Swatantra Party with the 
sentimenls exprrssed by hon. Members 
who preceded me. Since tbe bells was 
tolling for 50 many legislators, 1 wish that 
tbe House should join in a prayer for a 
kinder d isposilion of fate. 

..n .nnTil ~  ~ ~  ~  

ml:leT ;;iT, >.ifT 2 ~ ;;rT if; f"l"l''f ~ 11;'" 

~  q!fT14 i'tcH ~  ~ ~~ ljit I ljCf crl 
~  it ~ fif<'[i't ... T ~  lJ,'it fir<,[T 

vn I ~~ ~  if it f;;rCfir l1;<'[i it I f"fCf'fT 
~  v.rr, ~  if; ~  ,,;;iIi ~~ It fJlCf'l'T 
lj';{ vn I "l.1 ... T ;;rr;; ... <:: ~ ifg-cr ~~  

~ I ~ <r.T <::r"f'flfcr if ~  ~  ~  
~  vn m<:: !ffr: if;,<'[' ... 1 <::r;;AlfCf ~ ,,;;of.\' 
lj'<'[Cf ~  ~ ~  'f ~  eft ~ ~ 

If>l <::r"frftfCf ... 1 '1[;;r ~~ ~  ~  l?,Tcrr I 

~ ~ ~  it, ~  it 
'lR ,,'fit; l?,"rif ~ ~  ... T it;,<'[' if ~
<'[crT fl1<'!erT, ~ m;;r iliff{ ifl'if if ~ 

~ ~ I it ~  '11<:: ~ crvn ~ r:<'[' ifJ 
'11<:: ~ ~  srfu >;f4t;;rf<;r m<rcr if.<::ffi ~ 
$I''\<:: m$rr Herr ~ fiJi' ~  ~  ~  

qmn ~ 'Ij'ifT r:T "fT'lr I 

SHRI SEZHlY AN (Kumbakonsm): 
On behalf of my party I associate m) .elf 
with the sentiments expressed by the Prime 

Minister and other hon. colleagt:es. Mr. 
Pattom Thanu Pillai was a colourful figure 
in Indian politics. He played a very 
dominant role in the States people's 
struggle against the princely order 
under the British, and in tbat strug-
gle be eminently succeeded by seeing to 
the lib:ration. and unification of tbe 
Malayalam.speaking people into one united 
Kerala there. 

I wish to convey, on behalf of mv 
party, our sincere condolences to the menl'o 
bers of the bereaved famity. 

SHRI lJMANATH (Pudukkotlai) : I 
associate myself and my party with tbe 
sentiments expressed here and I request you 
to convey our condolences to the bcraved 
family. 

>.iff ~ ~ ~  : m"m ~  

~  "fl ~ ~  'liT ~ I ~  ~  

it ~  iJi'T ~  ~ f.r r:;;r 'foT '1"T ~  

~  ~ I f<:!flmfT if <'['T ... Cflf.'fiJi' !!I1l.'f'f 
<'['Iii' if; ~ • .it ~  ~ ~  ~ ifgcr 
~  !lTrr ~  "1T I 11;'f' ;;jifT't It <.flr ~  

r:<'[' if it ~  ~  <,[,l'1T if.T \O'fif; ~  if;'[if 
~  if;'[ l.11'1"lt!f it 5ITt er g-m "1T I ~ it 
~ ~  ~  ~ iTT<:: ~ ~  ~ l.1ffi'-
~  r:<'[' it ,,;;'foT ljq;f<:: ififfif.'<:: f<nl"l'T 
r:m ~  ifi'lf'iTT<:: if.<::it ifoT WlHr f'f.!fT I ~  

~  'iH ~ ~  ~  I ~  ql?, ~~
'If<ler it ~  ~ i\' ~ WTl.'f'f 
mit if; ft;rif ':3'. ~  "fT ~  WlHr fifO!fT 
'lR iff<ro;; f'li!fT, ~  m ifi<.<'[' m<:: 

~ ID<:T ~  ,,'fifil ~  ~ oR,ljl I 

~ ~ fifi'ffiT ~  ~ fiJi' ~  

'IITCfiITll ~  ~  qft<.fH ~ ~  ~ I 

SHRI P. VISWAMBHARAN (Trivan-
drum; Mr. Speaker, Sir, I associate myself 
and my party. tbe PSP, witb tbe senti-
ments expressed by you, the Prime Minister 
aDd the other leaders. 
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[Shri p. Viswambharan] 

I belong to a generation in my part of 
the country which was inspired to plunge 
into the freedom struggle by the dedicated 
leadership of Shri Pattom Thanu PiliaL and 
I had the good forlune to be one of his 
clo,e associates for about a quarter of a 
cenlury In those days, when princely aUlo-
cracy outbid British tyranny in trying 10 
,uppress the popular movement, it was Shri 
Thanu pillai who along wilh the olher two 
later lamented leaders, Shri T. M. Verghese 
and Shri G. Kesavan, rallied Ihe people of 
then Travancore Slale to join the main-
stream of the national movement for 
freedom. 

He led the movement to success in the 
State. He was a fearless fighter and a leader 
of extraordinary courage and great under 
standing, who never retraced his steps in 
the feee of heavy odds. 

Shri Thanu Pillai was Ihe resident of the 
Travancore State Congre,s for 12 years 
and the Chai,man of the State prajl Socia· 
list party for nearly 10 years. He was one 
of the top leaders of the All India Slate 
People's Conference. 

He had the unique distinction of lead-
ing a party majorty Goverment in Travan-
core a minorilY Goverment in ~ 

Cochin and afler that a coalition Government 
in Kcrala, and sub,equrnlly, of holding Ihe 
gubernatoriai office in two Slates; namely 
Punj.b and Andhra Pradesh. He was one 
of the ablest administrators of India. 

Sir, I request you, on behalf of my 
party, to convey the eondolences of our 
party also to the bereaved family. 

SHRJ N. SREEKANTAN NAIR 
(Quilon) ; Mr. Speakar. Sir. it is with a 
deep sense of regret that I join the senti-
ments expressed by the Prime Minister and 
otber speakers. During the 12 years of pol-
tical campaign and struggle in Travancore, 
I ",as one of his very intimate colleague., 
and the trials and tribulations that we 
went Ib rough cannot he conceIved of by 
the people in British Indira Shri Thanu 
Pillal was a proud, honest and COUrBSes 

leaders. The stalwart leaders for 12 year 
in the incessant polilical struggle in the 
State of Travancore became the hero of the 
nation, of the State and of the people and 
became a first class top-ranking leader. 
His unbending nature, honesty and inte-
grity are some of the things known to every 
body. No leader however tall, including 
the tallest in the country, used to talk 
to him In an off hand manner aDd he was 
highly respected. I I was our misfortune 
than during Ihe first period of the 
indepenence of Travanrore and of India, 
he could not continue as Chief Minister 
for even ten months. From then on the 
evils of Kerala started. Insecurity and 
instability started from then on_ Afler 
trying on several occasions through 
several parties 10 steady the political set-up 
in Kerala, he left the stage and became 
Governor. 

India has losl one of ber noblest sons 
and on behalf of ",yself and my Group I 
reque,t you to convey our sympathies 
to the bereaved family. 

SHRI VASUDEVEAN NAIR (Peer-
made; Sir, in the de ].ise of Pattom Thanu 
Pilla i_ the country ha. 108t one of her 
illustrious .ons and the State of Kerala has 
lost irs elder statesman. When people of 
my generation weT< Doly of the school-
going 8ge, even at that time Thanu Pillai 
was a towrring persollalily in the political 
sence of our State. In that way, wo have 
seen him fighting ag.linst Ihe dc'potic 
princely regine in the old State of Travan-
core. All hi. achievements have been 
rela'ed bere by my boo. friend., I should 
like to. associate myself aDd my party 
witb the sentim.nt. expressed by you as 
well as the Leader of the House and the 
leaders of the various parties in tbis 
House. 

SHRI A. SREEDHARAN (Badagara) ; 
Sir, the passing away of the Shri Pattom 
Thanu Pillai the end of an epoch generally 
in India and particularly In Kerala. He be-
loolled to that generation of ~  who 
were Incorruptible, who loved this country 
more than anything else and also who were 
prepared to sacrifice anytbins for the cause 
of India. I had the good fortune to work 
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IIIIder him ror ton lonl years as Secretary 
of the party over which he Presided. He 
had the unique distinction oC being the 
ChieC Minister oC three States. He was first 
the Primo Minister oC Travancore. Tben 
he was Chief Minister of Travancoro·Cochin. 
Finally he became Chief Minister of 
Kerala. His record of services, his integrity 
and honeaty have left unforgeltabl e foot· 
prints on the sands or time. Wbicb paying 
my humble bomage to his hallowed memory 
I aSBociate myself witb tbe sentiments 
expressed by the leaders of various parties 
over hi. deatb. 

SHRf M. MOHAMMAD ISMAIL 
(Manjeri): Sir. tbe late Mr. Pattom 
Tbanu Pillai possessed a dynamic and dis. 
tinguished personality. He was one of the 
Coremost figures in tbe struggle for freedom 
of tbe country. He was a great scholar. 
At tbe Bame time, be had a fund of humour 
and capacity to tolerate the view of others. 
His departure from our midst is really a 
101. not only to Kerala but to the whole 
country, because he was an outstandinl 
example of what a gentleman should be. I 
associate myself with the sentiments 
expressed by all the previous 
speakers, by you and by the Leader 
of the house. I request you to convey 
tbe condolences of myself and my party, 
tbe Muslim League, to the members of tbe 
bereaved family. 

~  ~ ~~ ~  (iJ'1Tf'«f): 
~  .,.ft ~  ~ if f.:rq;:r ~ ~ ~ 

~ ~ ~  ~ ;r.r t:!;;r. ~ ~  

~ ($IT ora'l'lf ~~~  IT1:O' ~ I ~  

~ ;;fIqor ~ .r.r if I;;(t:!; ~  m 
W I it ~ ~ ~ ~ f.Nor q<: wA ;::;;(' 
lI>'T ~  ~ ¢";::;r. WT!!i ~ if'W ~ ~  

~ qro'l' ~  ~ II 
MR. SPEAKER: As a mark of respect 

to the memory of tbe departed leader, the 
House may Btand in silence for a short 
wbile. 

The ~  then stood In .lIence lor 
o shotr while. 

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTION 

Mass Exodus of Minority Commaolty 
from East Pakistan 

+ 
*61. SHRf SHRI CHAND GOYAL: 

SHR! BAL RAJ M'\DHOK 
SHRI SAMAR GUHA : 
SHRI RAB! RAY: 
SHRI YAJNA DATT SHARMA 

Will tbe Minister of EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS be pleased to state: 

<a> the number of people of the 
minority community who have come from 
East Pakistan in the year 1970 as also in 
1969; 

(b) the reasons for this rxodu,; 

(c) whether Government took up this 
matter with PakistaD; and 

(dl if so, with what result? 

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS (SHRI SWARAN SINGH): 
(al 9768 persons belonging to the minority 
community came over from Ba.t Pakistan 
to India iD 1969. Durinll the current year 
1,4S,S!lS sucb persons came over up to 
17-7-70. 

(b) the exodus is takiDS place on 
account of • number of reasons includiDI 
insecure conditions of living, economic 
distress and discriminatory treatment meted 
out 10 the minority communities in East 
Pakistan, The siluatioo has been worsened 
by tbe propaganda carried out by communal 
parties during Ihe currenl election campa. 
iln. 

(c) Yes, Sir, 

(d) So far tbe Government of Pakistan 
have not taken any effective Iteps to stop 
Ihi. exodus by providing ecurity of life. 


