
LOK SABRA DEBATES 

LOK SARHA 

WedneJday. March, 20. 1985, 

Pha/guna 29 t 1906 (Saka) 

The Lok Sabha mel at Eleven of 
the Clock 

[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair] 

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 

[Tran.r/ationj 

Places linked with Vayudoot Senices and tbe 
Routes funDing in Loss 

III 101. SHRI MOOL CHAND DAGA : 
Will the Minister of TOURISM AND 
CIVIL AVIATION be plt'ased to state: 

(a) the names of places linked wi th the 
Vayudoot services in the country; 

(b) the routes which are running in 
loss alongwilh tbe extent of loss suffered 
on each of these rou les ; and 

Cc) whether Government propose to 
continue the services which are running in 
loss? 

[EngliJh] 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF TOURISM AND CIVIL 
AVIATION (SHRI ASHOK GEHLOT): 
(a) to (c). A statement is laid on the 
Table of the House. 

Statement 

(a) At present Vayudoot operates to 
and through the following stations in the 
country: 

I. Delhi 

2. Ludhiana 
3. Dehfadun 

4. Chandigarh 
S. Kulu 
6. Pantnagar 
7. Lucknow 
8, Rae Bareli 
9. Bombay 

10. Kandla 
H. Surat 

12. Bhavnagar 

J 3. Ahmedabad 

14. Aurangabad 

lS. Nanded 

16. Ratnagiri 

17. Calcutta 
18. Shillong 

19. Gauhati 

20. Silchar 

21. Cooch Behar 

22. Jamshedpur 

23. Rourkela 

24. Ranchi 

25. Bhubaneshwar 

(b) The routes running at a loss dur. 
ing the current year and the loss incurred 
on each route for the period April to De. 
cember, 1984 are indicated below: 

(Rs. in lakhs) 

1. Delbi·Pantnagar·Delhi 0'95 
2. Bombay-Kandla-Bombay 7'62 
3. Calcutta-Cooch Behar-Calcutta 1'01 
4. Calcutta·Jamshedpur·Calcutta 4'35 
S. Calcutta·Rourkela·Ranchi 10'25 
6. Calcutta ·Shillong·Oauhati. 

SI I char & back 6'66 
'. Rourkela-Bhubaneshwar. 

Rourkel. 



3 Oral Anmr, MARCH 20. 198' Oral AnIWtr' 4 

(c) The discontinuation of services on 
losing routes might have to be considered if 
the traffic and revenue genera tiOD on such 
routes do not pick up over a period of 
time. 

(Translation) 
SHIU MOOL CHAND DAGA: Mr. 

Speaker, Sir. the motive behind laying the 
Itatement on the Table is to hide the facts. 
I had as ked about the extent of loss. Vayu-
doot service was introduced in 1982. What 
has been the total loss since then? There 
are some figures relating therelo. You may 
please tell whether they are correct or 
wrong. 

[E:lglish] 

In 1981·82, you have suffered a loss of 
Rs. 66'6 lakhs, in 1982·83 you have sutrl!-
red a loss of Rs. 109'2 lakhs, 1983·84, up 
to December 1983, you have suffer~d a loss 
of Rs. 50'47 lakhs and today also you have 
shown ,the losses. 

[Translation] 
This total loss is for 3 years. Whom do 

you consider responsible for it 1 

THE PRIMB MlNISTER. (SHRI 
RAJIV GANDHI) : The figures given by 
Shri Daga for the first 2 years arc correct. 
When the service started showing profit, 
his figures started showing some diffe-
rence. There was a profit of Rs. 3'75 lakhs 
in 1983-84. The complete figures for 1984-
85 are yet to come but there will b~ profit 
in this year also. 

Tbe Vayudoot Service was not introdu-
ced merely for the sake of earning profit. 
It was started to connect stations of the 
North-Bast. It was a national requirement. 
a requirement for social integration, It was 
locial requirement. Even i r this Service is-
near loss, we must continue it, but other 
rO\ltcs are givina orofit. Those are being 
run completely on comml!rcial lines. 

SHRt MOOL CHAND DAGA : I 
would like to point out how the bureau-
cracy can misguidp. the hon. Minister. In 
1971-

[EngUsh) 
Ooe Committee was appointed which is 

called Gidwani Committee. Mr. B. S. 
Gidwani. Director-General of Civil Avia. 

. tion, was apPOinted as its Chairman and be 
gave the report in April 1978. Another 
Committee was appointed in 1979 by the 
Planning Commission and that Committee 
was headed by Mr. S. Zaheer, Air Marshal. 
Then, Barganza Committee was appointed 
again in 1980 and they have also submitted· 
a report. 

[Tlon lation} 

The three reports leart one the conclusion 
that you have not used aircraft built witb 
latest technology. The aircraft used by you 
were obsolete and they con~umed more 
fuel. You did not try to ascertain the 
number of passengers who could travel in 
it. Due to this lapse even after appoint. 
ing there committees, the conclusion was 
three it was a mistake, ll:forl! 1980. a com-
mittee was appointed in 1973 and according 
to this committec-

[English] 

-In the latesl article which has been 
published, it is stated: 

"The second conclusion is that while 
making a choice of an aircraft, it is 
necessary to take into consideration 

the fa~t growth in aviation tecbnology. 
B~tween July 1978 when the Gidwani 
Committee submitted irs report and 
now ... II 

lTrQlIJ/allon] 

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : Three types 
of aircraft were evaluated. Two of them 
were very old, We purchased the new one. 
The aircraft purcha!lcd by us is more fuel-
efficient than others. The olhers stand no 
where in comparison in it. 

[E"glis/zl 

SHRI V. SOBHANADREESWARA 
RAO : Sirt for some other Slates. the 
Vayudoot services are operated (or two or 
three or f()ur place:;. D~spite the fact that 
Andhra Pradesh is thickly populated. there 
is no one place where the Vayudoot services 
are being operated. So, I would request the 
han. Prime Minister to say Whether the 
Oovernment will operate the Vayudoot 
services (0 Cud.appa Rajhmundry whero 
the airport facilities are alrcady availablo. 
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SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : Actu~lJy. as 
I said in the beginning, the idea of operating 
Vayudoot services W:lS not based on the 
population of a Stn Ie. it is because the 
Indian Airlines is ther~ to do that. But the 
Vayudoot services wer,! started specifically 
as feeder service to hdp national integra-
tion in the North East region. After that. 
they started the Vayudoot services to other 
sectors also where they thought that it was 
a feasible commercial venture. Tn some of 
those places, the services were successful. 
And in some places where the services were 
not successful, they have bl!en closed down. 

In Andhra Pradesh, I bel icv~, we afe 
starting our Vayudoot services and one air-
craft will be posted in Hyderabad. 

[Translation) 

SHRI PRATAP BHANU SHARMA: 
Mr. Speaker, Sir, the Prime Minister has 
stated in his r('ply tint ex~epling Vayudoot, 
other routs running in lo~~ could be closed 
down. I want to say that talks are going 
on for the last 2-3 years for starting Vayu-
doot services in Sanchi, Kanha, JagdaJpur 
in Madhya Pradesh which is the biggest 
Slale. May I know whe:ha the GovJrn:nent 
propose to consider thl! proposal this year 
or next year 1995-86, in view of the their 
importance as places of tourist attraction? 

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : There is no 
such proposal at prescnt. But it will be 
looked into next year. It will Dot b~ possi. 
ble to take the plane to a place like Kaaha 
because it can disturb the wild life there. 

DR RAJENDRA KUMARI BAJPAI : 
Mr. Speaker, Sir, Allahabad had played 8 
prominent role in the freedom struggle but 
even after so many years there is no daily 
air service for Allahabad. , want to knolli' 
from tbe Prime Minister whether he would 
make arrangements for daily air service to 
Allahabad at least during this centenary 
year, keeping in view the interest of the 
people there ? 

MR, SPEAKER ,: Which service, Va,u-
doot Of some other service? 

SURI R.AJ~N GANDHI We will 
consider both tbe services. 

[English] 
SHRI MANORANJAN BHAKTA: Just 

now, the hOD. Prime Minister bas men-
tioned fiJat the Vayudoot services have beeD 
commenced for the national integration. In 
view of the fact that the Union Territory 
of Andaman and Nicobar Islands is also 
one of the inaccessible areas, may I know 
whether the Vayudoot service from, 
Port Blair to Car Nicobar would be intro-
duced ? 

SHRI RAJIV GANDHI : We can have 
a look at this. 

Plan for Ne" Airports In Cocbin, Mysore 
aDd Callcut 

·102. SHRI THAMPAN THOMAS: 
Will the Minister of TOURISM AND 
CIVIL AVIATION be pleased to state: 

(a) whether there is any proposal to 
plan new airports in Cochin and Mysore; 

(b) whether the proposed airport at 
Cochio would be an international airport; 
and 

(c) whether another airport at Calicut 
is practicab::.! in view of increasing gulf 
traffic 1 

THE MINLSTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF TOURISM AND CIVIL 
AViATION (SHRI ASHOK OEHLOT): 
(a) to (c). A statement is laid on tbe tablo 
of the Sabha. 

Statement 

(a) The runway at the eX'isting CochiD 
airport is not fit for Air Bus operatiolJ' 
which are contemplated by the Indian Air-
lines. There are probJems jn extending the 
runway to make it suitable for the purpose. 
OOCA has. therefore" approached tbe Jocal 
revenue authorities for identifyi nB a suitablo 
site for the construction of a new airport. 
Subject to availabili" of a suitable site aDd 
resources, the development of a Dew civil 
airport at Cocbio to receive AirbUI aircraft 
will be considered. 

There is no plao to ~oo.lruct a new 
airport at Mysore. The existiDI airport at 
Mysore will be devclop:d to mako' ~., 
suitable for Vayudoot ICrviQCI_ . : 


