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Setting up of Corporation for Water 
Traosport Servicet 

*30. SHRI GURUDAS KAMAT: Will 
the Minister of SURFACE TRANSPORT be 
,leated to state : 

(a) whether there is any proposal to 
form a Corporation to start water transport 
aervice in cities like Bombay. Culcutta and 
Madras to reduce the prasure on other 
modes of transport; and 

(b) whether there is any scheme which 
would also encourage private parties to 
participate in such activities ? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE 
MINISTRY OF SURFACE TRANSPORT 
(SHRI RAJESH PILOT) : (a) The Caulal 
Govesnment have no such proposal. The 
Government of West Bengal have intimated 
that they have a proposal to form a Corpo
rati.on to start water transport service On the 
river HoogbJy between CaJcutta and 
Howrah. 

(b) There is a scheme of interest abaidy 
for aCQuisition of inland water traa!pOtt 
vessels. 

Setti. up o( Natioaal Ports Aadaority 

*31. SHRI BALASAHEB VIX.ll2 
PATIL: 
SHRI BHArrAM SJU~A· 
MURTY: 

Will tbe Minister ofSURf:t(CB TRANS .. 
naT -. pIwe4 to It.~ t 

<a> whetber the proposa J to set up 
NatioaaJ Ports Authority to introduce grea
ter professionalism and special isatiOD in the 
porta seeton has been finalised; 

(b) jt so, tbe details thereof; and 

(c) if not, when it is likeJy to be 
finalised 1 

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE 
MINISTR.Y OF SURFACE TRANSPORT 
(SHIU RAJESH PILOT) : (a) No. Sir. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) It is not possible to indicate now a 
dtftnite date by whkh it can be finalised. 

[Translaion) 

\Videa hi, of National Highways 

*32. SHRI MANVENI)RA SINGH: 
WiJI the Minister of SURFACE TRANS
PORT be pJeased to state : 

(a) whether there is any plan to widen 
aU the National Hi&hways in tbe country; 

(b) if so, the names of the National 
Hiabways, State-wise. prepOsed to be 
widened; and 

(c) the time by wbich the National 
Hiabways aR likely to be widensd in view' 
of the iDCreasing traffic in the country ? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE 
MINISTRY OF SURFACE TRANSPORT 
(SHRI RAJESH PILOT): (a) to (c). 
WideaiDa/dcvelopment of National Highways 
is a contiDuinl process and is taken up in 
• phased manacr depending upon the traffic 
vol.,ue and availability of funds. 

[&w/i.sh] , 

EamrODlD_tal Pollution iu Metro
poUtau Cities 

*33. SHaI NITY ANANDA MISHRA : 
Will the MiDister of ENVIRONMENT 
AND FORESTS be pleased to state : 

(a) whether according to experts, due to 
air . .pollut.io.a, ~ like astbama, bron
Chitis UCI bther complicated diseases are on 
the i~ particularly in the metropolitan 
citia; . 
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systematic survey about the extent of pollu
tion dangerous for health now prevailing 
in metropolitan cities, industrial complexes 
and around the vicinity of big miles; 

(c) if so, the names of the places 
affected badly and the extent of pollution 
at these places; and 

(d) if no such survey has been made' 
the reasons thereof and when this is likely 
to be undertaken ? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE 
MINISTRY OF CIVIL AVIATION AND 
TOUR~M (SHRI SHIVRAJ V. PATlL): 
(a) No conclusive evidence is available in 

. this regard. 

(b) Survey carried out on the extent of 
air pollution in certain pockets of metro
politan cities have shown that there is an 
increase in the trend of poll ulian. 

(c) Some of the places where the levels 
of suspended particulate matters are beyond 
the prescribed limits are Chembur, Laibaul 
and Parel in Bombay, LaJ Kaun in Delhi, 
Coal Mining areas in Jharia, Dh311bad etc. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Depletion of Gokl Resef'Ves 

·34. SHRI M. RAGHUMA REDDY: 
SHRI C. ~iADHA V REDDY: 

Will the Minister of STEEL AND 
MINES be pleased to state : 

(a) whether Govemmenfs attention has 
been drawn to the news- item appearina in 
the 'Hindustan Times' dated 27th May, 
1988 wherein it has been stated that IQld 
rcacrves are depleting at an alarming rate in 
the country; 

(b) whether steps have been taken to 
Jocate DeW yellow metal mines in the 
country; 

(c) if so, the details thereof; and 

(d) the funds aflocated for this pur
pose ? 

THE MINISTER OF STEEL AND 
MINES (SHJU M.L. FOTEDAR): <a) to 
(e). The Government is aware of tbe deple
tioD of gold reserves in the country which 
... oecure4 mainly on aceoUDt of exha.tioa 

of reserves in the workilll mines of the 
Kolar Gold Field under operatioJ} ~or over 
a century. The steps taken to identify new 
reserves include intensification of exploration 
through the Geological Survey of India 
(GSn and Mineral Exploration CQrporation 
Limited (MECL) and exploration of new 
gold deposits by Bharat G.oId Mines Limited 
(BGML). The MECL is continuing detailed 
exploration over the t6JJowins blocks : 

Karllataka State 

(1) Gadag Gold Field-Hosur Champion 
East and West 
blocks and Mysore 
'Mine Option 
block. 

(2) Hbtti Gold Field-Buddini and 
Wandali blocks. 

(3) Nuggihalli schist belt -Kempinkote. 

Alldhra Pradesh 

Kolar !fhist belt - Old Bisanatham 

Bihar Stat~ 

,mine and Chigar
gunta. 

Porojarna Mine block, Kunderkocha 
gold deposit, Singhbhum District. 

Mahoroshlra 

Kolari 
District. 

gold prospeet, Bhandara 

The GS[ is carryina out regional explo
ration for lold in the Gadal and Hutti lold 
fields (Karnataka) and Kolar scmst belt 
(in Karnataka and its extensions in Andhra 
Pradesh and Tamil NlIdu) as well as in the 
States of Kerala, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh 
and Orissa. The BGML has conducted 
feasibil ity studies on the Chigaraunta ,old 
deposit and bas plans to produce initially 
250 tonnes per day aradually increasina it 
to SOO TPD or gold ore. 

~) A tota 1 amount of about R.upees 40 
crora bas so far been sanctioned since 1980 
for Completed and runniDa lold projccta of 
Mineral Exploration Corporation Limited 
out of which about Rupee. 27 crores have 
been spent. In addition the Geolo,ical 
Survey of- lad" carries out rqioDal expJo
radon (or miDep)J; iDeJudJJat p1d, ~ 


