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(b) tb. approximate. area of land 
eocroached by de.ert every year ; 

"" 
(c) the main cause. tbereof; Bnd 

(d) the steps beinl taken to cbeck tbe 
advancement of desert ? 

. THB MINISTBR OF ENVIRONMENT 
AND FORESTS (SHRl BHAJAN LAL) : 
<a) to (c) It can not be Itlted witb 
certainity tbat a larae area of land is turning 
ioto a desert every year. However. the 
J'CIources within tbe desert areas are showinl 
indicationl of deterioration due to over 
exploitation and opportunistic land use 
tendencies OD account of increale in human 
and animal population. 

(d) The Government of India have 
Itarted tbe Desert Development Programme 
cnDP) in tbe Central .ector fOl controllinl 
desertification and restoration of ecological 
balance, in addition to otber afforestation 
Prolrammes. 

Establl.h.'Dt of Blos.,here Resen_ 

-672. PROF. P. J. K URI EN: Will 
tbe Minister of ENVIRONMENT AND 
FORESTS be pleased to state : 

(a) the total number of Biosphere 
Reserves set up in tbe country 10 rar ; and 

(b) what extent tbe science of lenetic~ 
is being used in tbe conservation of biological 
al weD as genetic divcrsil, ? 

THE MINISTER OF ENVJRONMENT 
AND FORESTS (SHRI BHAJAN LAL) : 
<a> One Biosphere Reserve, YIZ. Nilgiri 
Bio.pbere Reaervo bas been set up so rar. 

(b) One of tbe important aims of 
Biosphere Reserves is to preserve biologicall 
genetic divenity. In view of t bis. research 
on bioJoaicaJ'acDetic diversity will be liven 
priority in tbe researcb activities undertaken 
in tbe Biospbere Reserve.. Genetic science/ 
oDlin.riDI as 8uch i. Dot. Component of 
the retearcb prOlf8mma to bo undertatln 
in Biosphere lleIerves. 

MODitoriDg of Projects 

*673. SHRI 
SETHI: WiJI 
PROGRAMME 
p1eased to Itate : 

ANANTA PRASAD 
the MiDi.ter of 

IMPLEMENTATION be 

(a) the Central Projects monitors by 
his Ministry so far ; 

(b) which of these projects are behind 
scbedule: 

(c) the reason) for tbe siiopages ; and 

(d) tbe corrective measures in:tialed by 
his Ministry in this regard ? 

THE MINISTER FOR PROGRAMME 
IMPLEMENTATION (SHRI A.B.A. 
GHANI KHAN CHOl'DHURY): (a) 
and (b) Ministry of Programme JmpJemen-
tation monitors Central Projects co&ting Rs. 
20 crores and more. As on 30. J 1.1986 
tbere were 290 Central projects under 
implementation out of which 158 projects 
were behind schedule 

(c) The main reasC'n for delay include, 
interalia, problems coocerninl! land aCQu 1s1-
lion includ1D6 forest cleorance, delay in 
~upply of crrtlcial equ;pmeDt, cbange ;0 
scope of \\ork, non·avallablht) of cement, 
steel and law and order problem etc. 

(d) The correctiv~ measures in this 
regard jnclude effcc~ive monitoflng tbr 'ugh 
Monthly Flash Report and Quarterly Status 
Report S)&tt!m. blmpl:ficatJon of prl1cedures 
for dcreservatL n of forest land, greater 
dt!e~ation of power to proj:ct authorities 
and C0Ds:aot ~'r('lsure on tbem for expeditious 
completion. 

Natioaal Level A rex Or.aulsatlon for 
Tribal Areas 

*674. SHRI RADHAKANTA DIGAL: 
Will tb. Minister of WELFARE be p]cased 
to state: 

<a} whether Governn ~J.t f t '_ r,' _\' tll 

create a NatioDa) LeVeJ A pel. OIt;anisaljoD 
for tbe development of c:o-opcrati\'C Itructuro 
.. tribal aroal of tbe couaa, I IDd 


