
Ir.e ·,cmn. crores of· rUf)ee, beeause of ·.hort 
dt railwclY.. HDe batween' 'Na'liludJ 'aD:! 
GIJ~tut. Tbey are prepared to "'deposit ·a 
certa'n amount -I·th tbe raUwlY,.· I wish 
to know . from the. bon. Minister 
,.bether he. will undertake coaltructjoD of 
thi. railway line which will be uaerol for 
reduction of tbe cost of cement aDd for 
tbat they are prep.ired to live the' depo!it 
to tbe railways, 

·SHR.I MADHAVRAO SCINDIA ~ It 
. doe' not pertain to the question' of Indian 

Rai1way Finance Corporation. 

Blind Popu1atlon and Aid to blind. 
for Treatment 

*146. SHRT MULLAPPALLY RAMA. 
CHANDRAN: Will the Minhter of 
HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE be 
J)Joas ed to s· ate: 

(a) the estimated number of blind 
-persons in the country as per the latest 
"'CeDSUS; 

(b) whttber the number of blinds in 
the country b3S bt"en decreasing or increa
f.ing during th ~ Jast tbre e years, year-

(c) whether Government have aoy 
. estimate a~ to what percentage of the bliods 

·is curable; 

(d) wbat help i. being extended by 
Government to enable the curable blind to . 
resail1 sir bt; and 

(e) whether Government have any 
specific proposal/prolfamme for e~tendjnl 
'financial aid to fho~e who are bliDd aDd 
ca1lDot lltTord' treatment. 

THB MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
DBPAKTM£NT OP HB\L1H IN THB 

.MINISraY OF HBLATH AND FAMILY 
WBLPARB (K·UMARI SAROJ KHA· 
PAtlOfl>: (a) ~ccor4ing to .I C.M.R. 
lUlvey (1971 73), . 9 ,million perIoDs were 
~kD~ted to b:;\ve vision Joss tbaD 6/60 
i.e. tbey could Dot count BaDlen from a 
_"'ofaOlt• 

Oral A,,"""'· 22 

. According to NatioDal Sample Survey 
(1'981)# u:;fag criteria of countiog Bnaer. 
trom 3 metres (.10 ft.), 3.47 million 
periODS were found to be blind. 

(b), A country·wid c. sample 8u rve, for 
bJindnc.ss is 'ia progress at present and tho 
decrease or jnorea~e in the number of 
bliDd will be known after its fi~din •• 
become available. 

(c) Yes, Sir .• About 80 % . 

(d) Free medical treatment is provided 
at all Government hospitals aDd in tbe 
eye camps. 

(0) No, Sir. 

SHRI MULLAPPALLY RAMA 
CHANDRAN: Sir, I understand that in 
order lO tackle tbe p. obI em of bUndoess, 
the Government of India bad introduced 
a mas~jve programme in tbe year 1976-77, 
and ODe of the salient featuH:8 of tbi. 
proaramme is conduct ing e)e campI 
tbrouahout tbe country. In view of tbo 
irreparabl. damage that these camps have 
posed in fecent months in certain parts of 
tbe country by r enderinl bundled. of 
persons tetany blinJ, m3Y I know from tbe 
bon. Minister whether this eye camp 
approach bas been entirely withdrawn or 
tbe v()luntary organisations are beiol 
forbidden from conductinB tbese .ort of eye 
camps in future? 

THE MINISTBR OF HUMAN 
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT AND 
MINISTER OF HEALTH AND FAMILY 
WFLFARE (SHRI P.V. NARASIMHA 
RAO) : Sir, there art two sid.s to tbis. lhe 
eye camps in milDy iDstances have done a 
very ,good service, in some instances they 
have also unforfu.oatJy added to tbe bHllds. 
SC', it is ~ question of bow tfficicDtJy aD 

eye camp is rUD. Durin. tbe r.cent 
meetina of tbe Central Council of Healtb, 
• decisio.n was takoD that eye ca mps rUD 
indiJferently or witb inadequate preparation 

,or witb ;nadequ~te 'after opertuion care. 
ahoold be clearly ·banned. We sbould have 
some ori_i. wbich thouJd b'~ rigorousJy 
foiJowed. We are "ttiDa up a commiueo 
to 10 ,toto' all' tbe "p~ot. of 0,0 ~mps. 1\ 
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I, Dot ~o •• ible' 'or, us to '1, &ak.ori.lly 
,bat there Will be' DO oamp at all. Tbat 
'would be wr~l. But at the _me timo we 
ean80t leave it to tbe wblma and laoclee ttf 
quactl malQueradiJi. a~ optbalmic luraeoDs. 
So, tbis I. a matter wblcb ba, to b. looe 
loto. Decillon hal beeD takea and w. "UI 
10 into it. 

SHRI MULLAPPALLY RAMA· 
CHANDRAN: Sir, from the "91y liven by 
ttie bon. Minilter, .s aJlo from the Itudy 
made by the Indian Council of Medical 
Researela, the total number of blinds in our 
countrY is alarmina)J ,blab delpite th~ 
slncore efforts made by the Government. It 
is a known fact that tbe main reasons for 
tbe bilb rate of blindness in our couotry 
are low leveJ Dutrition, Jack of suffiCient 
nurober of opthalmic perloaae) ,in tbe 
hospitals and. of course, lack of proper 
awareness in the mind, of the people aJlo. 
Under those circumstances, malnutrftioD 
beina the chief reUlon for the bilb rate of 
blindness in our country, may I know from 
tbe bOD Minister how much amount bas 
been allocated or Ict apart in the Seventh 
Plan for tbe VitamJn-A programme and 
what is the number of cbildren who are 
,oing to be benefited by this pr08l'amme? 
Also, I would like to know tbe proareas of 
tbis programme duriol the Jaat three 
years. 

SHRI P.V. NARASIMHA RAO: Sir, 
ther e are multifarious reasons for blind· 
ness. Blindness itself i. d~tlned io different 
Ways on different occasions by diff~reDt 
bodies. :rhe WHO definition is one. There 
are other definitions also. The lurveys 
have not be-oo comprehensive 80 far. The 
area taken or the number of personl taken 
(or surve.y have been far too indeQuatc. So, 
it is very difficult tJ come to any defioite 
conclUSion. The survey which is DOW bein. 
uDdertaken is a compreheosive on. and I 
bope that when tbe results of tbe survey 
ere available, wo will be able to bav •• 
much bettoli picture of wbat is bappenina 
on tbe biindnesl prolramme. J would on1, 
laY tbat campi have been rUD aDd tbere at. 
certain prOlrammes of asaistaDCI from. the 
~otral Government. but t caDDot .Ive 'OU 

exact filurea at tbe momeDt. The ft8Ul'01 
of c,ataraot operatioDa, etc. are available 
but 1 would oal),." lb., WI ar.,.,~ 

,~ 

.11 poIIibl. alt.Dtfoa . to .tbl,. After t-be 
'."0' II .completed., I would OD tome 
OCcasiOD. like to/come' to tbe.Roo.. wUb 
aU the Indin .. aDd .eet ·for tbe cooperatjoa 
of hOD. Member •• 

SHRI V. TULSIRAM: Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, I would like to ~oow from the boD. 
MiDister whether be hal received an, ... 
port as to the Dumber 0' ca.e. wbiob woro 
cqrod and of tbose who l08t tbeir vilioa in 
the' operatioos done in the e)'e campa ., 
Socondly. earlier also, such camps were rUD 
in UttAr Pradesh and 200 pencnl bad JOlt 
tbt'r vision 10 tbe courso of loeb 
operatioDs. 

MR. SPBAKBR : 'Ibis bas already been 
rrpliod to. 

SHRI V. TULSIR.AM: Mr. Speaker. 
Sir, today itself I have read in tbe Dt"" 
paper tbat 100 persoDs havo Jost tbeir eye. 
sigbt. May I know tbo reaSODS for tbat , 
What precautions are beiDa taken to lee 
tbat luch incldeat8 do not oc~r in futuro , 

SHRI P.V. ,NARASIMHA RAO: Mr. 
Speaker, Sir. I have alrtadY laid that 
tbousands of people bave beeli cured but at 
tbe lime time there are people whOle 
ca ... have been spoiled, but the DeWI
papen do not .ive tbe filures of tbose wbo 
are cured. The news in respect of tbo 
people wbo set blinded il premiaeatly 
pub lis bed. Th er.fore. we cann~t reacb a 
conclusion that everywhere the· people arl 
subjected to sufferiDI. It is just pollible 
tbat IQ odd oase at some place was lpoil,d, 
but you cannot sa), that this i. wbat il 
happen In I eve rywbere •••••• (1111",."1.,,,) •• I. 

S8al NARAYAN CHOUBBl': Wh, 
should oveD a sinlJe perlOn ,0 bUnd ? 

SHal P.V. NAB.ASIMHA aAO : 'FIlat 
Is wh, We are lOin. to let up a Oo .... Ut.e 
aD d action ~'U, be takea 001, after the 
..... aro tlaoroaabl, iDYeatilalcd. 
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MR. "BAKBR: It il not a calual 
approacll.. He i, tryinl to lay tlometb,tn •• 

, Let him .ay. It i.' not a clIoal approach. 
How caD 'tllil ~e a Cllual approaem , 
(1.,.""ptltllU) You "'0 un-necessarily 
Cl"""fINItnI')· 

SHRI P,V. NARASIMHA RAO: I am 
lolnl to tell you tbat figure. Durio. the 
q.venth PJan al) amount or Rs. 31 crores 
ha~ been a1)ocated for tbe pro.ramme aDd 
t would lik. to say tbat I am Dot a,t all 
giviDg a Don-Iepious repl,. I am laY;OI 
tbat tbis prolramme cannot be closed d 'wn 
tomorrow because it has beCD found bene ' 
ficial in many places. It cannot be Jeft to 
tbe wbims of tbe quacks becau$e lome 
calamiti.s have occurred. So, tbercfore. 

, we wiP bave to 10 into all tbese thingl. We 
have set up. We have taken at the hiabest 
level of CCH a ad we are gil ing to 10 ioto 
tbis •. 

SHRI BHAGWAT JH~ AZAD; There 
are approximately 90 lakh people who are 
blind in this country and fortunately 
maJo ity of them can be liveD eye staht 
witb a amId] investment by limple opera
dOD. May I know. under tbe National 
Prolramme for· Control of Blindne.s, 
whether medical and para medical forces 
are in position' If 80, by wbat time tt 
would be p38slble for the Goveremen't to 
live "Ibl to tbose wbo caD be liven UDder 
this scheme ? ' . 

SHRI P.V. NARASIMHA RAO: The 
National Progromme for Control or Blind
DO,SS which was launched tbrou.hou t the 
couatry in 1976 aims to reduce the bliod· 
oels in tbe country from 1.4 % which it 
happen. to be at the momeDt to 0.3 % by 
tbe year 2000 A.D. and WI are workiDI 
with tbat as a tarlet. 

sOth,HON. MBMBBRS : PI ... aliow 
UI •. 

WI. SPBA.KBR : I eaaoot do It dail,. 
I bave SCi) maoy Member. more ()n lbe 
'Q'~,PD U .. ~ <l,n,."._) , 

J~ I SHR,I ,A •. CHARLBS : .lede allow ma. 
I blYC bela .orting on this_ • 

MR. SPBAKER : It you are worldnl 
. 00 It, it Is very good. Plea.e keep workiD, 

OD It. 
'. 

Repair .ad Mal.'f.He _ N.tl •• 1 
Rllh~" No. 12 

*148. SHRI AJAY MUSHRAN: 
Will the Minister o( 'SURFACB TJiANS. 
PORT be pJealed to state: 

(8) wheth.r tbe repair and maiatenaae. 
work OD National Highway No. 12 ba. 
Men delayed considerably; . 

(b) if so, tbe reatons thereof; 

(c) 'whether the Jaid down norma for 
Nationsl Highway. bave been adbered to 
!o 'ar as National Hfahway No. 12 is 
con cero ed; 

(d) if not, the rea Ions ther.ror; aDd 

Co) the steps tbe Ministry propOil to 
take to brinl the National Hiabway Nu. 12 
to tbe laid down specification ? 

THB MINISTBR Of STATS OF THE 
. MINISTRY OF SURFACE TRANSPORT 
(SHal RAJESH PILOT) :. (a) No, Sir. 

(b) Does Dot ariee. 

(c) Yes Sir, within IvaUable resource •• 

(d) Does not arile. 

(e) Improvement of tbe Na( iona) Higb. 
way. 'I a contiDuina procels subJect.to 
Ivailability of foods. Purtber Imporye~ 
.meat works costing about Rs. 37ororel 
hay. been included in the 7tb Plan for 
beiDI taken up on Nation. I Hiabwa, No. 
12 .in Rajastban aDd MadbYa Pradesb. 

SHRI AJAY MUSHRAN: National 
Hl.hwI, No. 12 wal dee'ared as ~uch In 
i9~O"aDd lD 1960 It wal ODJy ,bJ",t $00 


