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lame factots liko natural calamities, wbiob 
the'llon. Member' has said, specifically in 
regard to the States which are by the side of 
the sea where there are frequent cyclones, 
APe previously have specificaJly recommen-
ded that a little over Rs. 51-per quintal more 
marlin should be paid to the farmers. Till 
DOW you havo not asreed to that for that risk 
element. 

PROF. N.G. RANOA: He has made the 
announcement bert'. 

(Interruptions) 

SHRI V. SOBHANADREESWARA 
RAO: Keeping in view that risk element will 
Government give t hem a higher price as per 
tbe recommendations of the APC. 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: The 
Deputy Pr me Mini~tcr has assured )tou; 

SHRI YOGENDRA M·\KWANA: It is 
wrong to say that the tal,our. is not taken 
into consideration. The Agri~ultural Costs 
and Prices Commi .. "ion takes the actual 
wages paid to the labourers in a particular 
state while calculating the cost of production. 

SHRI v. SOHH,\NADREESWARA 
RAO : We are giving much morc than the 
minimunl wages. Sometimes three times. 

SHRI YOGENDRA MAKWANA: The 
labour that they have employed, including 
tbeir own 'abour is taken IOto consiJeration. 
Farmers, in the cour~e of farming are employ-
ing their own labour. Le., himself his wife 
and children, they afC al~o taken into conside. 
ration. In the paid out cost. the bullock 
labour. machine labour -hired or owned-
rent paid for lease on land, besides cash and 
kind expenses on use of material inputs such 
as seeds, fertilizers, manures. pesticides; irriga-
tion charges including diesel, electricity for 
operation of pumpsets arc all taken into 
consideration while calculating the cost of 
production. 

MR. SPEAKER: It is enough, we have 
taken 15 minutes for this question. 

SHRI YOGENDRA MAKWANA: The 
price is fixed taking all this into ccnsidera-
lion. There is no such proposal at present to 
cooaider. 

MR. 'SPEAkBR.: 1Ne)£t ~questfoil now. ,.". I I. 
Percentage of Fruit 8114 Vegetable Output', 

Proce.sed 

*287. SHRI N. SUNDARARAJ: Will 
tbe Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased 
to state. 

(a) the percentage of fruit and vegetable 
output in the country which is processed; 

(b) how does it compare with Olher 
countries, particularly the agriculturally 
developed countries in Europe and countries 
like USA and Brazil; and 

(c) the steps being taken to ensure 
expansion of this under-developed industry? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND 
COOPERATION IN THE MINISTRY OF 
AGRICULTURE (SHRI YOGENDRA 
MAKWANA): (a) to (c). A Statement is 
given below. 

STATEMENT 

(a) Nearly 0.3 percent of fruits and 
vegetables produced in the country is pro-
cessed into various products. 

(b) No exact figure is available from the 
agriculturally developed countries. However, 
it has been estimated that about 50% of 
fruits and vegetables is processed in those 
countries. 

(c) The following steps havo been taken 
to ensure expansion of the fruit and vegetable 
processing industry in our country: 

(1) the Import of equipment and 'llachinery 
for processing has been liberalized and 
the import duty has been reduced. 

(2) Efforts are being made to increase 
production and productivity of fruits and 
vegetables to make them avaiJable inr 
sufficient quantity for processing. ' 

(3) Agricultural research for evolving suitable 
varieties for processing purposes is being 
taken up. 

(4) A plan scbeme bas been introduced f0 4 ' 

assistance to the State Governments; 



i) ,: Coepera~ ,Ultd*.fidclGp"f6r,' tWtlDl Up 
of fruit and "lltable' processllll.' ' 

(5) A sepa.rate Corporation, nadlely, 'North-
castero Regional Agricultural Marketina 
Corporation Ltd. bas been set : up for 
fostering the growth of 'horticulture and 
'borticulture. based industry in North-
Bastern Region. 

(6) Modem 'Food Industry India Ltd. bas 
divorsified into fruit and vegetable pro .. 
cessing. 

(7) Fruit Preservation Centres have been set 
up in the States to train housewives 00 
the proce~sing of fruits and vegetables. 

SHRI N. SUNDARARAJ: Sir, com-
pared to other agricuitural1y developed 
countries which are processing 5.)0/0 of their 
food production, we process only 0.3% of 
the food produced in this country. I would 
like to know what are the actual steps which 
the Government is going to take in regard to 
the processing of food produced in this 
country, how long will it t:tke for us to come 
to a level of processiog 50% of our food 
production. 

SHRI YOGENDRA MAKWANA: Sir, 
the promoiional steps that have been taken 
for the processing indlustry in India are as 
foHow: 

<i) The import of equipment and machin-
-ery for processing bas been lIberalised 
and the impor,t duty has been reduced. 

(ii) Efforts are beiDI made to increase 
production and productivity of fruits 
and vegetables to make them available 
in sufficient quantity for processing~ 
Agricultural research for evolving 
suitable varieties for processing pur-
poses is being carried out. 

(iii) Fruit Preser~ation Centrds have been 
set-up in the States to train house-
wives on processing ot fruits and 
vegetables. 

(tv) A sepa·rate CorporatioD, namely, 
North-eastern Regional Agricultural 

'. I 1 ' ,Marketi~J C.o~l?oration Ltd. has been 
, . let up for roiterin8 tbe srowth of 

t ,'. 1 ~ 

, ~JIoItic\IItGr.· ,ad: :horttoultul'e . but. 
industry in Nortb,..caalorn ReSion. 

'(v). ,Modern Food Induatry India-Ltd. baa 
diversified into fruit and vegetable 
proceasing. 

(vi) Agfo-industrial CompleXes arc beial 
promoted by State Government to 
develop direct links with Ifower. to 
ensure tbem remunerative returns for 

their pIoduce. 

SHRI N. SUNDARARAJ: Apart 
from the stepes taken by tbe Govern-
ment for processing, we understand there is a 
collaboration between Agro-Industria) Corpor~ 
ation, Punjab and Pepsi. Is there any 
proposal Pending with the ·Government 
regarding processing of fruits with a foreign 
collaborator Bnd what action Government is 
going to take? 

SHRI YOGENDRA MAKW ANA: Sir, 
this is a matter concerned with the Ministry 
of Indu~try and not with the Ministry of 
Agricuture. 

SHR! P. KOLANDAtVELU: Sir, in the 
answer given by the'Minister it is atated tbat 
only 0.3 per cent of the fruits and vegetables 
produced in this country are being processed 
into various products but with r~ gard to 
tbe other question, namely. as compared to 
the other countries the statistics has not been 
given fully. Moreover it has be-en stated tbat 
no exact figure is available from tbe aari-
culturaUy developed countries. W'hy have 
Government not taken steps to get the 
statistics from other countries? 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATB: Be-
cause tbey are inconvenient. 

SHRI p. KOL~NDAIVELU: May be. 
Wheo you have taken steps to liberaUte 
import of equipment and machinery for 
processing why have you not made efforts to 
get the figures? Secondly, you have stated in 
the stateillent that in other countries nearIy 
50 per cent of their fruits and vegetables a~ 
processed. When'such is the stage in otber 
couDtries why in India you have not takeu 
steps to increase tbe percentage? You have 
mentioned seven steps in your statement~ 



11_ how IODI thOle atepI are .,.. tat. 
aad "hat is tbe Del result ou, of It? 

SHU YOGBNDRA MAK.WANA: 
Tbere are a number of reasoul why fruit 
proceuinl industry bas not developed in this 
country. It II balically because in our homes 
we are making chutneys, pickles aDd 10 many 
tlrinas. That it not taken Into consideration 
wbeo we say 0.3 per cent. It is also process-
·Iq but that i. not taken into CODlideratioD. 

PROP. MADHU DANDAVATB: Then 
.tiD. is alao proceasina. 

SHRI YOGBNDRA MAKWANA: Sir. 
apart from tbat there are a number ot rea-
sonl. 

[Trcwlatlen] 

MR.. SPBAlCBIl: It is the farmers who 
are aderiog OD this account. (/ntewupllons). 

[",'IM] 

SHRI YOGBND RA MAKW ANA: I 
would like to live certain realons. They arc: 
Bilh coat or processed rruit. and vegetables 
via-a. vis fresh fruits and veletables due to 
blab packaainl cost and hilb excise and 
o,her levics. Most processing unit. are of 
small scale nature lackinl modern technology. 
Availability of most fresh fruits and velela. 
bios throuahout the year duo to a wide ranse 
or qro-climatic conditions prevailina in tbe 
couatry and popularity of traditional products 
like pickles, chutneys, sundried fruits and 
veptables, which can be easily prepared at 
home. Theae are tho few factors which work 
against the processina industry. Tbe main 
reasons is that fresh fruits are available iD this 
country in every season because of the vide 
raqe of aara-climatic conditions in our 
country. For export, we have taken steps to 
develop tbo industry, but it is for the entre-
preneurs to come forward. 

SHRI p. NAMGYAL: The Minister has 
atated that the Government' is coDiiderin, to 
set up a fruit and veptable developmeDt 
Corporation in tbe Nonh-Bast reaion only. 
AI you know. all parts of our country 
produce vOletables and fruits, whether it i. 
• temperate or a tropical or a lub-tropical 
ZODe. Why il that tbe Government not 
cODlidorfna to lOt up lUCia • CorporatiOD 
COftriDa tho .. tiro couotr)'? 

SIIlU YOGBNDRA MAK.W ANA: It II • 
IUgestioa lor makiq I DOte. 

[».,latIM) 

MR. SPBAKBR: 8bri Makwana. the 
IUlleation is that if you compare tbe position 
witb tbe foreian countries aDd if you wish 
that there should be diversification of aari. 
culture theD we shall have to IO~iD for pro-
cessinl. In the Horticulturo Board mectiDa 
also Sbri DhilloD had taken up this issue. 

SHRI p. NAMGYAL: He has replied to 
my supplementary. 

MR. SPEAKER: But it is necessary to 
undertake processinl and export. You 
have to do it. there is no other way. There 
is an urgent need ror processing and export. 

[Bnglilh] 

SHRI YOGBNDRA MAItWANA: With 
rererence to your observations, you are 
quite correct that we have Dot done a. 100d 
a proll'ess in food preservation aa ought to 
have been done. We have considered thll 
matter. We recently had a meetinl of tho 
Horticulture Board and we will come out 
with certain susgestions and I hope you will 
allo welcome tbem. 

[Trans lotion] 

SHRI K.D. SULTANPURI: This should 
be dono. 

MR. SPBAKER: You should complete 
with the help of latest technology. 
Shri Dbaram Pal Singh Malik. 

SHRI DHARAM PAL SINOH MALlIe : 
Before putting the question, I bave a point of 
order. 

MR. SPEAKER: There is DO point of 
order durin. tho question Hour. You ma)' 
stato the question number. 

SHRI DHARAM PAL SINGH MALIK: 
The point of order i. on my queadon. 

MR. SPBAKER; You may read out the 
qucstlOD number • 

SHlU DHARAM PAL SINGH MALIK: 
I aball ralae it durla. the questioo. QueatiOD 
No. 218. . 


