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(KFW), a techno-financial agency of 
Federal Republic of Germany, provides 
for schema for Site aod Services/Corel 
Skcletal housing etc. meant for the 
Economically. Weaker Sections of 
Society in urban areas. 

The offcr of loan for DM 20 
million (equipment to Rs. 8.00 crores) 
will be open upto 3 L st December, 
1987. 

(c) and (d): As per the terms of 
the present agreement, the loan is con-
fined to urban areas only. 

Production of Ragi 

*824 SHRI K. RAMACHANDRA 
REDDY: Will tbe Minister of AGRI-
CULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOP. 
MENT be pleased to state : 

(a> whether production of Ragi 
per hectare was IIH3 kgs. in 1978-79 
which has dropped to 1105 kgs. in 
1982-83 and if so, reasons for this 
dec JiDe in performance; 

(b) what was the yield in J 983·84 
and 1984-85; and 

(c) wbe\her Government will 
revamp its· Agriculture Research and 
Development Wing at the earlist ? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE DEPARTMENT OF RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI CHANDU· 
LAL CHANDRAKAR): (a) aod (b) : 
The production of Ragi per hectare was 
1183 Kgs in 1978·79. 922 Kgs 1982-83 
and 11 SO Kgs in 1983-84. The 
decline in productivity during 1982-83 
was due to sevre drought condit ions 
faced by the principal producing States 
in tbe couotry. Final estimates of are a 
and production fot the yeat \~&4-&5 
na.ve not yet been received from aU the 
States. However, on current assess .. 
ment the productivity is likely to be 
lower al compared to tbe previous year 
due to drought conditions faced in the 
main producing States of Kilfnataka 
and Andbra Pradesh. 

(c) Research and Development 
Wing of the Goveroment is continually 
geared to increase the productivity of 
a 11 agricu Hural crops ioclud iog rali. 

Production of Edible Mushroomt 

*82S. SHRI VIJAY N. PATIL: 
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE 
AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT be 
pleased to sta to : 

(a) the est imated production of 
edible mushrooms in the country last 
year; and 

(b) the schemes to promote the 
cultivation of mu~hrooms in a big 
way? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE DEPARTMENT OF RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI CHANDU· 
lAL CHANDRAKAR) ~ (a) There is 00 
offitcial data available on the production 
of edible lPushroom in the country. 
However, it is roughly estimated at 
about] 000 tonnes per year. 

(b) A project for the development 
of mushroom cultivation in Himachal 
Pradesh was implemented with UNDP 
assbtance from November, 1977 to 
October, 1982. 

A new project on mushroom pro· 
duction in India is proposed with 
assistance from Netherlands from impJe. 
mentation io (he States of Jammu and 
Kashmir, Himacha1 Pr.tdesh, Uttar 
Pra('esh and Karoataka. 

Region/Project Oftkes or National 
Cooperative Devf'lopment 

Corporation 

*826. SHR( S. KRISHNA 
KUMAR'!. Win tbe Minister of AGRI-
CULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOP .. 
MENT be pleased to state: 

(a) names of State where National 
Cooperative Development Corpo-
ration bas its Relional or Project 
Offices ; 
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(b) whether tbere is -Regional or 
-Project Ofttce of National Cooperative 
Development CorpC'ration in Kerata; 
aDd 

(c) wIlether Government propose to 
opeD an office of the National Coope-
rative Development Corporation in 
Kerata fer implementation of the 
Corporation's scheme in that State? 

THB MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE DEPARTMENT OF IlURAL 
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI CHANDU-
LAL CHANDRAKAR): (a) The 
HeadQUarters of the seven Regional 
Offtce b, tbe National Cooperative 
Development Corporation are located 
in the States of Assam, Karnataka, 
Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradetb 
aDd West Bengal and the Unoin Terri-
tor, of Chandigarb ; and those of the 
leftD Project Offices, in Andhra Pradesh, 
Bihar. Qujarat, Himacbal Pradesh, 
Madhya Pradesh, Orissa and T~mi1 

Nadu. 

(b) and (c): The Regional Office at 
Baallore. whose jurisdiction extends 10 
Kerala} looks after formulation of and 
monitors tbe implementation of, the 
Corporation's scheme in Kerala. 

FarmiDg Matbods 

·827. SHRI MAHENDRA 
SINGH: Will the Minister of AGRI-
CULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOP-
MENT be plea sed to state : 

<a) whether most or the farmers in 
Madbya. Pradesh are unable to adopt 
developed methods of farming; 

(b) if so, the reasons thereof; 
.ad 

(c) the steps taken or proposed to 
'be taken by Government in t hi.s 
resard 'I 

, THB MINISTER OP STATE IN 
11m DePARTMENT OF RURAL 
OBVBLOPMENT (SHill CHANDU· 
ltL ·,CIIANDRAKAR): (a) and (b) : 
reo, "Jr. 

Cc) Steps taken by Government to 
increase awarness and adoption or 
modern farm methods include tbe 
following: (i) Farmers are made <aware 
of improved farming mathodl throUlb 
systematic transfer of technoiogy UDder 
Training and Visit SYlt em of farm 
extension. (ii) Farmers are also made 
aware of improved methods through farm 
fairs, organised study toors, and field 
trmonstrations with a view to increasing 
their adoption of modern technology i:l 
crop production. (iii) Research-exten-
sion linkage is strengthened so as to 
generate appropriate farm technologies 
for varying agroclimatic conditions, and 
according to resourCe capabilities pf 
farmers, and (iv) Farm io1ormadon 
support is alJo extended through maSl-
med ia etc. for making the farmers 
aware improved (arming methods. 

Floor Price of Cotton Fixed by APC 

*828. SHRI DIGVUAY SINGH: 
WilJ the Minister of AGRICULTURE 
AND RURAL DEVELOPMBNT be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether the Agriculture Prices 
CommisioD has fixed the floor price of 
cottOD and if so, what is the price; 

(b) how does tbis price compare with 
tbe near average market price of the 
different types of cottOll during tbe ,ear 
1984; and 

(c) what is beiDl planned to bflol 
floor pice nearer to the market pc ice ? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE DEPARTMENT OF RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT (SMRI CHANDU-
LAL CHANDRAKAR): (a) The 
Government filled the support prices 01 
cotton (or 1984-8 5 season at Rs. 410 
per Quintal for F-414/H 777 variety 
and Rs. S3S per quintal for H·4 varicty 
as recommended by tbe Aarieultural 
Prices Commisaion~ rceamcd u Commis-
sIon for Agricu1tural Costs and Prices. 

(b) Till October, 19~4, the average 
market prices of <1ifl'eront vdtieties of 
cotton were much atiOve tbo IUpport 


