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u n d er R u le  1 93 . D o n ’t ta k e  up  th a t 
now . T h ere  was a  full-fledged discus-
sion on th e  rem u n era tiv e  p rice . We 
did i t  com pletely. Y ou  p u t ano ther 
qu estio n , if  you  like.

S H R I SO M N A T H  R A T H  : I w ant 
to  know from  the H o n . M inister, what 
is th e  am ount a llo tted  under the  p ilo t 
p ro jec t fo r in tensive rice  cu ltivation  to  
each b lock and for how  m any years, 
th e  fund has beea earm arked  fo r th is  
schem e ?

H as the  money a llo tted  for the  
P an ch ay at Sam itis been spen t in all 
the  S ta tes and is the  G overnm ent 
going to  include som e o th e r Panchayut 
Sam itis a lso  under th is  scheme ?

S H R I BUTA S IN G H  : U nder the 
C en tra l sector schem e, all p ilo t pro jects 
under 51 seleclcd Blocks o f tho 6 
E astern  S ta tes m entioned earlie r have 
been taken  up  during  1984-85 to 
rem ove the sh o rt-te rm  constra in ts like 
seed, fe rtiliz e rs , c red it, agricu ltu ra l 
im plem ents, land developm ent etc. A 
sum  o f  R r. 5 crores w as sanctioned as 
g ran t to  these S tates for various develop-
m ental m easures.

I f  you w ant the item -w ise break-up* ••

M R . SPEA K ER  : I t  is all right.

P R O P . N . G . R A N G A  : M r. 
Speaker, I  have one sho rt supplem en-
ta ry .

M R . S P E A K E R  : R angaji, there is 
a  m uch m ore im portan t Q uestion  which 
is com ing up .

P R O F . N . G . R A N G A  : W hat 
abo u t a ids for th e  trad itio n a l rice 
producing  S tates like Tam il N adu and 
A ndhra P radesh  ?

SH R I BU TA  SIN G H  : S ir, when 
I said, “ these six  S ta tes0 , it does not 
m ean that the o th e r S tates a re  excluded. 
W hat I was try ing  to  h ighlight is, a 
special drive has been  launched. A ndhra,

Pun jab , H aryana  and  M ah a rash tra  
will con tinue  to  receive those aids 
w hich they have been receiving so fu r.

O ilseeds Yield P e r H ectare  In India

+

*271 . SH R I IN D R A JIT  G U PT A  : 
S H R I A M A R SIN G H  

R A T H A W A  :

W ill the M in ister o f A G R IC U L T U R E  
A N D  R U R A L  D E V E L O P M E N T  be 
p leased to  s ta te  :

(a) the  num ber o f scien tists w ork-
ing on oilseeds and anrtu tl funds 
u tiliz ed  for the purpose  during  the 
S ixth Plan period ;

(b) w hether average p er hectare  
yield o f oilseeds in India is lower  as 
com pared (o o th e r countries o f the 
world ;

(c) w hether large sca le  im ports  o f  
vegetab le  o ils at high prices are 
im perative ; and

(d) the q u an tity  o f vegetable oil 
and oilseeds produced in the country  
from  1982 to  1984 ?

TH E M IN IST E R  O F A G R IC U L -
T U R E  A N D  R U R A L  D E V E L O P -
M E N T  (SH R I BUTA SIN G H ) : (a) 
508 scientists a re  w ork ing  on  d ifferen t 
oilseeds pro jec ts and the  expenditure  
incurred on these projects during  the 
S ix th  P lan  is as under :*—-

Y ear A m ount

(Rs. in L akhs)

1980-81 109 .8 8

1981-82  130 04

1982-83  1 4 3 .8 9

1983-84  ' 1 4 1 .0 7

1984-85  1 0 5 .5 6  
(upto F eb ru ary , 1985)



29 Oral Answers CHAITRA 11 ,19 0 7  (SARA) O m l Answers 30

(b )  As p e r F o o d  and  A g ricu ltu re  
O rg an isa tio n  P ro d u c tio n  Y ear B ook
1 9 8 3 , the  average  p e r  h e c ta re  yield  o f  
d ifferen t o ilseeds p roduced  in Ind ia  is 
low er th a n  th e  w orld  av erag e  p ro d u c -
tio n  p e r h e c ta re , a lth o u g h  in  respect 
o f  selected oilseeds it com pares 
fav o u rab ly  w ith  som e co u n tiies .

(c )  T h e re  is a  gap  betw een  the 
to ta l  dem and o f  ed ib le o ils  and th e  
ind igenous p roduction  and th is gap  is 
b ridged  by im ported  ed ib le o ils as a 
sh o rt te rm  m easure.

(d )  T he q u a n tity  o f cu ltiv a ted  
o ilseed s and its oil equ ivalen t is as 
u n d er :—

Y ear O ilseeds O il eq u iv a len t

(lak h  tonues)

1 9 8 2 -8 3  100 0 2 5 .2

1 9 8 3 -8 4  128 .1  3 2 .0

1 9 8 4 -8 5  H O .O  3 3 .0

S H R I 1N D R A JIL  G U PT A  : Tho 
H on . M in is te r has s ta te d  th a t tho g:ip 
exists betw een dem and and p ro d u c tio n  
o u tp u t is n ecessita ting  im p o rts  o f 
o ilseeds and  o il. H e said th a t th is was 
a tem p o ra ry  m easu re . I would like to  
know  from  him  w hat is th e  to ta l value 
o f im p o rts  o f vegetable oil du ring  the 
year which has ju st concluded , i .e .
1 9 8 4 -8 5 ; w hether it is a fact o r not 
th a t th e  to ta l am oun t which is p e rh ap s  
R s. 1500  c io rcs  in value is the second 
m ost expensive ite m  o f im p o rt oil 
a f te r  p e tro leu m  im p o rts  a n d , if  th a t is 
so , w hether he can  tell us th a t in sp ite  
o f spending so m uch o f  m oney  in 

fo re ign  exchange— if we to ta l up  all those 
six years* figures which he gave, it will 
com e to  nearly  R s 8 0 0  cro res o r R s. 
1000 c ro res  and  over 500  sc ien tists  a re  
w o rk ing  full tim e  on  th e  jo b — why it is 
th a t ne ith er the  p rod ic tiv ity  p e r  acre  
n o r even the to ta l o u tp u t is increasing  
su b stan tia lly .

I  have figures h e re  as per th e  
A nnual R e p o r t o f th e  D ep artm en t o f  
A g ricu ltu re  fo r 1982*83. In  th e  las t 
30  y ea rs  since th e  R ep u b lic  was b o rn ,

fro m  1950*51 to  1 9 8 0 '8 1  w hile the  
a re a  under oilseeds w ent u p  m arg in a lly  
from  166*40 lakh  h ec ta re s  to  176 0 2  
lak h  h ec ta re s , the  p ro d u c tio n  w en t 
dow n from  9 6 .3 0  lakh  tonnes to  9 3 .7 2  
lakh  tonnes in 1 9 8 0 -8 1 . T h a t  m eans, 
th e  yield p er hec ta re  w ent dow n fro m  
5 7 9  in  1950-51  to  532  in 1 9 8 0 -8 1 . In  
30 years, th is  is w here we have reached*

So, I w ould lik e  to  know  from  h im  
w hether it is not a fac t th a t th is 
tem p o ra ry  m easu re  o f im p o rtin g  o il-
seeds and oil an d  spend ing  so m uch o f  
foreign exchange on these  im p o rts  will 
co n tinue  so long as we a re  unab le  to  
increase p ro d u c tio n  and p ro d u c tiv ity  
per h e c ta re . T h is is a  trem endous 
d rain  on o u r foreign exchange resources. 
H e m ust give an  ad eq u a te  ex p lan a tio n  
fo r the so rry  s ta te  o f a ffa irs .

S H R I BU TA  S IN G H  : The H o n . 
M em ber should be aw are  o f  th e  
e x trem e  d ro u g h t co n d itio n  w hich th e  
co u n try  is fa c in g ... '

S H R I IN D R A JIT  G U P T A  : Every  
year ?

S H R I BU TA  S IN G H  : T here  has 
been a p e rs is ten t d ro u g h t fo r th e  last 3 
to  4 y ea rs . I f  tho H on . M em ber 
looks a t th e  re p re se n ta tio n s  received 
from  various S<ate G overnm en ts on  tbe 
d ro u g h t cond itions in the S ta tes , h e  will 
be fully convinced— w hen we go  down 
in the  fields a lso  — th a t d ro u g h t is 
persisting  during  th e  last m ore th an  3 
to  4 y ears . In 1932  8 3 , it was the 
w orst d ro u g h t in the co u n try . Even 
th en , w ith  th a t k ind o f  a  d ro u g h t, th e  
co u n try  has been ab le  to  susta in  i t -
self— the  im pacf o f  d ro u g h t cou ld  have 
finished the ag ricu ltu ra l p roduction  in 
the co u n try — and th a t speaks well in 
rcspect o f volum es o f re sea rch  and h a rd  
w oik  th a t is being done by o u r Ind ian  
sc ien tis ts  in th is field. O f co u rse , the  
farm ers a re  th e  people w ho have im ple-
m en ted  th e  research  program m es.

T he H o n . M em ber was q u o tin g  th e  
figures o f  p to d u c tio n . F o r  b is benefit,
I would like  to  m eq tio n  th a t  in th e



m ost d rough t affected  y ea r, th e  p ro d u c -
tio n  w as 8 7 .4  lakh  to n n es in th e  coun-
try  w hich  h a s  now touched 130 la k h  
tonnes. T his is no  m ean achieve m e n '.
I t  is an ach ievem ent we should be 
p roud  of. B ut I  ag ree  w ith th e  H on. 
M em ber th a t  th e  dem and  and supply 
gap  h as  to  be bridged and th is gap 
would be bridged tem p o rarily  by 
im p o rtin g  the edible oill to  save ou r 
coun try  from  the deficiency of ed ib le
o il.

As regards im p o rts , the  H on. M em-
b e r  w as p leased  to  m ention the am ount 
involved. M ay I  bring to  his notice 
th a t  in 1 9 8 3 -8 4 , from  R s. 1 ,319  
c ro re s  w hich was incurred  on im p o rt o f 
ed ib le  o i l ,  it has been R s .4 1 0  cro res 
d u ring  1 9 8 4 ' 85 u p to  j .K u a ry ,  This 
again speaks (h a t we a re  try ing  to  
in c rease  th e  indigenous p ro d u c tio n  o f  
o il seeds. M uch is desired  to  be done 
in th is  regard  because m ost of th e  oil 
seed  c ro p  a re  in dry  land farm ing. 
W herever th e re  is irrig  fion, the oil 
seeds d isappear. T he b e tte r crops take 
th e ir  p lace . W herever th ere  is ir r ig a -
tio n , th e  farm ers sw itch o v e r to  e ith e r 
pnddy o r w heat. T herefo re , oil seeds 
and pulses suffer from  th is  handicap  
and we hnvc to p o p u la rise ...........

M R . S P E A K E R  : Y ou arc all
righ t. W e have to  consider th a t one.

( Interruption)

[Translation]

M R . SPE A K E R  : I w ant to  tell 
you one th ing  m ore. Y ou a re  also 
sittin g  here  and the  M inister o f C ivil 
Supplies is also here. O ne or tw o day s 
befo re , when I cam e —

[English]
— A good crop o f oilseeds is com -

ing in to  the  m ark e t. But it benefited 
th is  c rop  because there  were no diseases 
to  the  oil seeds plants.

SH R IM A T t O E E T A  M U K H E R JE E : 
T here  is price fa ll for the farm ers.

(Interruptions)
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S H R I B U TA  S IN G H  : O ne H on . 
M em ber says it is fa lling  and  the  o th e r  
says it is rising .

(Interruptions)

S H R I BUTA S IN G H  : I  am  preduc* 
ing the  c ro p . O il is being p roduced  
b y .. .

[Translation]

M K . S P E A K E R  : R ao  S h a ib , th e  
c rop  is com ing M ake arran g em en ts  
fo r its  p ro cu rem en t. The su p p o rt 
p rice  m ay a lso  kept in view .

[English]

T h at is w hat people  were telling  m e.
I ju st w ant to  b ring  it to  the  n o tice  o f  
R ao  B irend ra  Singh. Y ou m ake 
p r ip a ra t io n s  b e fo re ....................

[Translation]

T H E  M IN IST E R  O F  F O O D  A N D  
C IV IL  SUPP1IES (R A O  B IR E N D R A  
S IN G H ) .' W e are  trying to  s^e th a t the 
prices do n o t fall m uch.

[ E n g l i s h ]

S H R I IN D R A JIT  G U PTA  : Vege-
tab le  oil m anufactu rers  lobby  is a ll 
pow erfu l. They p refer im ports to  be 
m ade by the  G overnm ent ra th e r  than  
increasing the p ro d u c tiv ity  —

[ Translation]

It is a very im p o rtan t q u estion . 
W e should be allow red to  have a H alf-
h o u r D iscussion on it

M R . SPE A K E R  : All r ig h t, we 
shall do it.

(Interruptions)

[English]
M R . SPE A K E R  : New effort has 

been m ade now. The P rim e M inister 
is going ih e ic .
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