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MR . SPEAKER: Vou first put th 
questjon. You want , to board the train 
before you hay bought the ticket '. 

nderground Railway for Delhi 

*70. SHRIMATI KRISHNA SAHI: 
Will the Minister of TRANSPORT be 
pleased ~o state ; 

(a) whether ' ,the Railway Reforms 
Committee recommended underground 
raj1w~y fQr Oelbi : and 

'1 

(b) if so" ' action taken tbereon by 
Government? 

TIIB MINTSTE~ OF T,RANSPORT 
(SHRI BANS} LAL), : (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) ,The Ministry of Urban ' Develop-
m-ent, the nodal Ministry . for Urban 
Transport Schemes do not Cavour an under-
ground railway corridor for Delhi at the 
present juncture as it is a highly capital 
inten ive proposition . 

[Translation] 

SHRIMATI KRISHNA SAHI: I 
wanted to' know wh.at action Government 
had taken. In reply to part (b) of my 
question. the hon. Minister has stated 
that the Ministry of Urban Development 
d not fa~our an underground railway 
corridor for Delhi as it is a highly capital 
intensive proposition. 

(Interrupt Ions) 

I do not know English. 

What I wanted to know wa what 
action has been taken by hi Department 1-
In the reply, he has mentioned the ,name of 
Urban Development Ministry. Still. I want 
to say that with the increase in population, 
the pressure of traffic in the Metropolitan 
citie is increasing and the environment is 
also being polluted. I want to koow from 
the hon. Mini ter whether in vi~w of all 
the e problems, the late Prime Minister 
Shrimati Indira Gandhi had announced in 
1982 that Underground 1 ailway facility 
would be provided in the metropolitan 
cities ()f the country? If 0, what action 
ha since be n· taken by the Department? 

SH I BANSI LAL; I am not aware 
of any such annOUnc ment . ha'ving been 
pladc br the Prime ~jnist r ; ' far a$ th¢ 

RaHway Ministry 'is .concerned, it .a1 0 
concurs with the Ministry of UrbaQ' 
Development. 

SHRIMATI KRISHNA SAHI : Co'ncur 
with what, also state that. 

SHRI BALKAVJ BAIRAGI: Mr. 
Speaker, Sir, Krishna had always been 
masculine and Bansi feminine but here it 
is the other way round. 

MR. SPEAKER: Bairagiji, things are 
topsy turery these days. . , 

SHRIMATI KRISHNA SAHI: Mr. 
S eaker, Sir, the Department had done a 
lot of work in 1972. For eKample, it wa 
said that underg ound railway would be 
laid in Connaught Place in three direction 
and that an underground junction would 
be built under the Regal park. It was 
followed by visits of an Indian Study Team 
to foreign countries. A survey was also 
undertaken. Therefore, I want to know 
how much money has been spent since 1972 
by the Railway MInistry on the surveyor 
underground railway project, foreign tours 
of high officials and other arrangements? 

MR. SP AK R: She has tudied it 
thoroughly. We shall certainly nominate 
her as a Member of the Committee if one 
is constituted in future. 

SHRI BANSI LAL : I do not have 
figures as to how much money was apent, 
but as I had stated earlier, recommenda-
tions were made to lay underground 
railway line here. We ' sent tha t to the 
Urban Development Ministry. They told 
us that it required an amount of Rs, 2000 
crores. It is because of tbis that we are 
not prepared to take it up for [ the time 
bein . 

.. '(1nttrruptlons) . .. 

MR. SPEAKER: What more is there 
to ask? 

AN HON. MTMBER : Bring the entire 
De1hi Underground. 

[English] 

SHRI D.N. REDDY: Does ,the 
Government ~ave any intention to nationa-
lise. mini railways? 

MR. SPEAKER; t does not pertain 
,to the que tion. 
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[Translation] 

SHRI PRATAP BHANU SHA MA: 
Mr. Speaker, the que tion of brinain 
improvement in Delhi's transport system il 
being debated for the last many year and 
the need for it is also being felt. Just no • 
the hon. Minister ha stated that he is 

" not in favour of the proposal to built 
underground railway, as it is a highly 
capital intensive proposition. Delhi Trans-
port Corporation (D.T.C.) bas become the 
biggest source of corruption and pollution. 
I want to know whether there is any pro-
posol to introduce electric tro))ey bu es 
with a view to reducing pollution and 
improving transport facilitie . I there any 
scheme to introduce electric trolley buses 
in Delhi during the Seventh Five Year 
Plan? 

SHRI BANS! LAL: There is no such 
scheme for the present. 
[English] 

Declaring Trlvandmm Airport a an 
Int rnational Airport 

·71. SHRI T. BASHEER : Will the 
Minister of TRANSPORT be plea d to 
state : 

(a) whether Government arc aware tha t 
there is a long standing damand from the 
people of Kerala for declaring the 
Trivandrum Airport as an f International 
Airport; 

(b) whether Government have taken any 
decision in this regard ; and 

(c) if so, the ·details thereof? 
T E MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 

DEPARTM NT OF CIVIL AVIATION 
(SHRI JAGDISH TYTLER): (a) to (c) 
Ye • Sir. As the existing four international 
airports were considered adequate to meet 
the international traffic needs. Government 
have not hitherto felt the necessity of 
declaring "ny other airport including 
. rivandrum airport as an international 
airport. There is, therefore, no propo al 
at pr sent to declare Trivandrum a an 
International airport. 

Government have, however, recently 
appointed a high-level Committe to. inter-
al ia identify other airports for the develop-
ment of international operations ith a 
view to red u . ing c 11 esti n at Bombay 
airp ort. . 

SHRI T. BASHBER: Tho on, 
Mini.ter's reply I. very much disappointi g . 
Actually this i. a lonl standi I demand by · 
the people of Kerala. About 18 inter .. 
national ftiahtl are operatin from 
Trivandrum Airport every week. So .. I ' 
think there is a ,tron cale for declaring " 
Trivandrum Airport al an IntornaUonal': 
A~~. ~ 

Moreover, Sir, .ome two-three montb 
back our Prime Mini.ter had visite 
Trivandrum and Inaugurated a new termina 
building constructed there for thi. Airport} ' 
At that time he said that there f a propo· 
181 to declare Trivandrum Airport al an-
International Airport, and a deci ion win 
be taken at the appropriate time. So tbi ' 
i. the hon Minister', reply against that. 
He says that there is no proposal at: 
all. It is very disappointing. So 1 
would like to know (rom the hon: 
Minister whether he will' reconsider the 
pOlition and will give an a surance tb t 
Trivandrum also will be declared a an 
international airport. 

SHRI JAGDISH TYTLER: I thin ' 
the "oncern of the hon. Member j tba 
Trivandrum airport should be used trk 
international flights. That is bein used 
and that is confirmed. The only questionr 
is about declaring Trivandrum as an inter-
national airport. We do nOI d"clare any 
airport as an international a irport; we 
have only international services. Only 
four international airport have been 
declared under the 1971 Act when the Intee-
national Airports Authority of Indi wr 
set up. But any other airport in t h 
country can be used for interuationale 
service and Trivandrum is one. 

MR. SPEAKER: Mr . Basheer. ther 
are two things. There i a d~ jure govern ' 
ment and there j a de farto government-
You have got a "de faCIO international air-
port and not above it. 

SHRI T. BASHEER: I do not under-
stand why it cannot be a tU Jure onc. 
Actually, in the reply the hon. Mini ter 
say that Government hav, however. 
r cently appointed a high-level committee 
to identify other airports for the d velop-
m nt of international operations and with 

view to reducing congestion at the Bombay 
airport. ·1 houJd like to say ... 


