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PROF. K.K. TEWARY : The whole 
world is laughing at them.

SHRl K.C. PANT : We both have 
a good scnce of humour.

[Tronslaticn]

Increase in Literacy in Adivasi Areas

♦224 SHRI DILEEP SINGH
BHURIA : Will the Minister of
EDUCATION be pleased to state :

(a) the percentage of increase in 
literacy in Adivasi areas during the 
Sixth Five Year Plan ;

(b) whether the increase conforms 
to the targets fixed; and

(c) if not, the reasons therefor ? 

[English]

THE MINISTER FOR EDUCA- 
TION (SHRI K. C. PANT) : (a) to
(c). Literacy rate in tlie couniry is 

.measured only through the census con-
ducted once in ten years by thf Regis-
trar General of India. The last census 
was held in 1981 and the next cen^iis 
falls due in 1991. The literacy rate 
among scheduled tribes population has 
increased from 11 30“o in 1971 to 16.35 
in 1981. Increase in literacy rate bu‘t- 
wec-n 1981 and 1991 will be known 
when the 1991 census is conducted.

While no target has been fixed, the 
Sixth Five Year Plau document envisa-
ged eradication of illiteracy by 1990.

[Translation]

SHRI DILEEP SINGH BHURIA : 
Mr. Speaker, Sir, the hon. Minister has 
stated that a largo amount is being 
sp.'nt for providing education to the 
children in the tribal areas, but the 
expected results have not been achieved 
so far, I would like to ask the hon. 
Minister the reasons therefore. In tribal 
areas schools are there these days, but 
teachers and buildings are not there. 
A child is admitted in the First standard 
he studies upto tifth class and thereafter 
there are no arrangements for further 
education. These children are also parr 
of the national mainstream. I would

like to urge the hon. Minister that 
deficiency, if any, in the Sixth Plan 
may be rectified in the Seventh Plan. I 
would like to ask the hon. Minister 
whether he has any scheme to spread 
literacy among the tribal people.

SHRI K.C. PANT : Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, I fully agree with the hon. Member 
that special emphasis must be given on 
importing education in the tribal area^. 
But if information is supplied to me 
about such schools wftere education is 
not being imparted properly, I shaJl 
make all possible efforts to set the thing 
right. So far as schools in the tribal 
areas are concerned. I have got the 
int'ormation that wherever Ashram type 
schools have been opened, the children 
go to those Ashram schools. In addi-
tion to good education, at tendance is 
also good and their results are also not 
poor. So far as non-formal education 
is concerned, the Centre provides grant 
to many States for the purpu es Ti e 
Cjntre pfo.idcs separ.ite giantsjfor adult 
edLication. The Mini'-tiy of Home 
All'airs have got their Tribal Sub-Plans 
and the Ministry of Education huve also 
got their Tribal Sub-Plans. Aid is pro-
vided for education throuyh all these 
methods.

SHRI DILEEP SINGH BHURIA : 
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I fully agree with the 
hon Minister that aid is provided for 
their education. He has also stated 
that wherever Ashram schools exist, the 
students can get education there by 
living together I have with me 'he 
report of the S.C. and S T. Commis-
sioner for the year 1981 82 in which it 
has been s u i t d  that the huts of the 
tribal people are quite scattered. The 
entire fuiuls for the Tribal Sub-Plans 
ar;; spent through the state Govern- 
m^-nis I would like to a k the hon. 
Mini<;ter whether he would bring this 
subjjct on the Concurrent List and 
make piovision in the Seventh Five 
Year Plan for providing education to 
the Iribiil p.ople throiiL;h Central schools 
on A^ihrani pattern ?

SHRI K.C. PANT : The Govern-
ment would consider this suggestion.
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{English)

SHRT V. S O B H \N \D R E E S W A R A  
RAO : The Minister has told us that 
only 16 percent of the Adibasis are 
literate. At the same time, he says 
that by 1990 hundred per cent Jiteracy 
will be achieved, which appears to be 
quite far away. Will the Government 
consider the supply of text-books and 
provision of mid-day meals to the Adi- 
basi children so that their percentage 
of literacy may increase ?

SHR IK .C .  PANT : 100 per cent 
literacy by 1990 is the aim of the Sixth
Plan. We have to make a serious effort
to reach that target. The tribal popu-
lation is about 7-76 percent of the total 
population. But one has to make a 
special effort for the disadvantaged 
sections, parii:ularly for women. The 
yirls are even further behind in literacy 
than the boys. One small fact that I 
would like to bring to your notice is 
that this 15 perccnt. includes the children 
from the ages of 0— 4. That is a
marginal point but it will increase the 
percentane somewhat if these 0—4 age 
group children are left out of the
calculation.

Now, as far as the mid-day meal 
scheme is concerned, this is provided 
and it is one of the incentives ihat has 
been provided under the 20 point pro-
gramme for the tribal population. In 
the schools there are other incentives 
also provided to them. But ins,^ite of 
that there are certain constraints one of 
which is the scattered population and 
the need f r r  some kind of schools with-
in easy walking distance of these habit- 
a ions, and the o'.her is the fact that the 
parental encouragement to the children 
to go to school for the first generation 
goers is not as much as it is in other 
areas. Taking into account these factors, 
other incentives also have to be provid-
ed. So, I recognise the need for addi-
tional incentives. These additional 
incentives include free text books fee 
stationery, for uniform, mid-day meals, 
scholarships and freeships and compens-
ation to the parents also because when 
thcsd children have to go to schools, 
they are not available for work. That

is the idea that also has to be kept in 
mind.

SHRIMATI PHULRENU GUHA : 
I  would like to know from the hon. 
Minister^ what is the percentage of 
literacy among the Advivasi women and 
whether any special strategy has been 
formulated to educate them.

SHRI K.C. PANT : Among the 
Adivasi women, the percentage of litera-
cy is 8 04 per cent. Among men it is 
24,59 per cent. Actually special assis-
tance is given to the educationally back-
ward. States for the education of women 
and for the arrangement of women tea-
chers so that the girls can go to the sc-
hools. Many families do not like to send 
the girls to the schools which have only 
male teachers. For the adult education 
programme meant only for women also 
the Stale gives o le hundred percen t  
assistance in the educationally back-
ward States.

{Translation)

Improvements in Capital Express Train

*225. SHRI D.L. BAITHA : Will
the Minister of RILWAYS be pleased to 
state :

(a) whether the Capital Express 
running between Danapur and Katihar 
is the only train which links North 
Bihar with the State Capital aPtna;

(b) if so, whether the aumber of 
passenger coaches in this train is very 
indequate and the coaches are in dilapi-
dated conditions;

(c) whether normally the first class 
compartments are not attached with it 
and their maintenance is also very poor;

(d) wh-'ther steam engine is biing 
used for haulding this train which invari-
ably breaks down on the way and the 
trum rarely runs on time;

(e) if so, whether Government 
propose to run more trains for North 
Bihar from the Capital, increase the 
number of coaches in the Capital 
Express, improve their proper main- 
tance and provide a diesel engine for 
hauling it; and


