LOK SABHA DEBATES

LOK SABHA

Friday May 17, 1985 Vaisakha
27, 1907 (Saka)

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven
of the Clock.

[MR. SPEAKER in the Chairl

OBITUARY REFERENCE

[ English]

MR. SPEAKER : T informed the
House ycsterday of the std demisc of
Chowdhry Girdhari Lal, a sitting Mem-
ber of Lok Sabha representing Bijnor
Constituency of Utter Pradcsh,

He was a Mcmber of the Uttar
Pradesh Legislative Assembly continvou-
sly for 29 years during 1945-74 and
was the Mecmber of the State Cabinet
right from 1946 to 1967 and again
from 1970-72 holding various port-
folios. Euarlier, he had also been a par-
liamentary Secretary to the State Govern-
ment in 1946. He was the leader of
the Opposition in Uttar Pradcsh Legis-
lative Asscmbly during 1972-74.

An able parliamentarian, he took keen
interest in the proceedings of the House
particularly relating to upliftment of
weaker sections of the society. He was
member of the Indian delegation to the
Conference of the Ministers for Irriga-
tion and Power, held in U.S.S.R. in
1964.

Chowdhry Girdhari Lal passed away
at Ncw Dulhi at the age of 73 ycars on
16th May, 198S.
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We deeply Imourn the loss of ihis
friend and I am sure the House will join
me in conveying our condolenccs.to the
bereaved farmly

[The Membeis then stood n .s'
for a short whilel ~
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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

[ English]

Crisis in Powerloom Industry

*895. SHRI VIJAY N. PATIL : Will
the Ministcr of SUPPLY AND TEXTI-
LES be plcasced to state :

(a) whether the powerloom industry
in Bhiwandi; Maharashtra is facing a
crisis due to closure of three lakhs
powerlooms resulting in loss of more
than six crores of rupees ;

(b) if so, the number of workers
rendered jobless and forced to leave this
area ; and

(c) ihc reaction of Government and
the remedial steps proposed to be taken
by Government in this regard ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE
MINISTRY OF SUPPLY AND TEXTI-

LES (SHRI CHANDRASHEKHAR
SINGH) : (1) No, Sir.

(b) and (c). Do not arise.
[Translation)

SHRI VIJAY N. PATIL : Mr. Spea-
kc;, Sir, approximately three lakhs
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powcrlooms have clesed down in Bhi-
wandi. There might be some difference
in the figures. When justice is not meted
out the Department coucerned, people
take the heip of ncewspapers. What-
ever ncws is published in the press has
some basis in support of that. This news
has been vublished two  or three times.
There was shortege of power. People
are leaving their business and are going
out. It is not very easyto get infor-
mation about them in a city like Bombay,
because the number of people coming
to the city is also very large. 1 would
therefore, likc to ask the hon, Minister
if he wouid scnd a tcam there and find
out how many powerlooms are actunlly
lying closed there and how many pcople
have been displaced or have gone out
of the city. A similar situation had also
developed regarding the textile mills
of Bombay also. The owners of the
textiic mills gradually closcd down their
mills and inserted their capital in other
arcas and shme of them went out of the
city. The industrial area of Bombay is,
therefore, faciag the problems graduaily.
Bhiwandi would also be an addition in
that dircction.  Keeping all these points
in view. I would like to ask the hon.
Minister whether a team would be  sent
therc to find out the number of powcer-
looms which have been closed down as
also the evident of damage suffered by
the peoplc and the number of pcople
who have gone out,

[English)

SHRI CHANDRASHEKHAR SINGH:
A Survey Team of the Labour Depart-
ment of the Goverrnment of Maharashtra
visited 500 Units in February, 1985 just
a little more than two months back aud
it has failed to find any sign of crisis in
powerlooms industry in Bhiwandi. Again
a Joint Team aie¢ comprising Officers of
the Labour Commissiorer, Bombay ;
Deputy Labour Commissioner, Thana
and thc Officers of the Labour Commis-
sioner, Bhiwandi conducted visits as
recently as on 8th and 9th May,
1985, and did not come across any sig-
nificant closure of units or unemploy-
mieitt among workers, So, I am happy
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to report to the hon: Member that the
crisis which he fecared does not exist at
all,

SHRI VIJAY N. PATIL : I would
like to know from the hon. Minister
whether the supply of yarn from those
powerlooms to different arcas has re-
mained the samo or there has been
variation during the last three months.
Can the h.n. Mirister give us the sta-
tistics abou: the supply of the produce
of the powerlocms to different areas ?

SHRI CHANDRASHEKHAR SINGH:
That particular Information or
statistics is not here with me at the
moment. But from all angles we have
examin«d this. If there is any informa-
tion specific in nature which the hon.
Member has in his possession, I would
be happy to take note of it and take
remedial action.

SHRI MURLI DEORA : Therc is a
different cexcise charged on the cloth
made in powecrlooms and much more
cxcise is charged on the mill-made cloth
all over India. In the new textile policy
which you arec going to announce, will
you takc care of these things so that the!
cloth made by mills in Bombay City and
other centres, in powerlooms, etc.,
stands the competition with other
cloth ?

SHRI CHANDRASHEKHAR SINGH:
We are aware of this situation.
But, I think, the hon. Member does not
expect me to tell the House immedia tely
what the textile poiicy is likely tobe,

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE :
The Minister miast be awarce of the fact
that, due to the proloaged textile strike
in Bombay, some of the mills have been
closed down on the ground that the
machinery is outmoded and the units
will not be cconomically viable. Asa
result of that, a number of looms have
been discarded. I would ‘like to know
from the hon. Minister whether the
Centra! Government will take some ini~
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tiative in this matter  Thousands of
workeis from those arcas in Bombuy
have migrated to the Koukan region
which is the hintcrland of Bombay City.
Those powerlooms might be sent there
and if, on cooperative basis, some cffort
is made to set up powcerloom factorics
there, if those looms which are discar-
ded in Bombay ure utiliscd in* the back-
ward Konkan region for sctiing up a
powerloom industry, will the Centrai
Governmecnt encourage thc cooperative
end eavour ?

SHRI CHANDRASHEKIJAR SINGH:
The question relates to Bhiwandi, but 1
would like to tell the hon. Mcmiber...

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE :
Geographicaliy, Bliwandi is part of
Koukan., (Int crruptions)

SHRI CHANDRASHEKHAR SINGIH;
The question docs not relate to the clo-
sure of mil'sin Bombay and its impact
elsewhere. DButI would certainly take
note of the hon. NMember’s suggestion.

[ Translation]

Shifting of Headquarters of MITCO
From Patna

*89n, SHRI SARFARAZ AHMAD :
Will the Mimwster of COMMERCE be

pleased to state :

(a) whether the main
mica is c:ntred at Giridih and Kedarma
but the headquarters of Mica Trading
Corporation is in Patna;

(b) whether in the interest of wor-
kers, Government propose to shift the
headquarters of Mica Trading Corpoia-
tion from Patna to cither at Giridih or
Kodarma and if so, by what time; and

(¢) if not, the rcasons therefor ?

[ English]

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF
THE MINISTRY OF SUPPLY AND
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TEXTILES (SHRI CHANDRA-
SHEKHAR SINGH : (a). Yes, Sir.
Giridih and Kodarma are main centres
for Mica mining in the country., Mica
is also mised and processed in Andhra
Pradesh and Rojasthan and other areas
of Bihar,

(b) No, Sir.

(¢) Mica has a jarge cxpo:it murket.
MITCO is exporting mica to about 35
couitries in the world. For commer®
cial and administrative rcasons, the
headquartcrs of MITCO was located at
Patna which has good means of commu-
nication and is well connected by airline
and rail to cnable MITCO to maintain
close liaison with the forcign buyers.

SHRI SARFARAZ AIHMAD : We
always talk ab ut workers and labour-
ers.  Giridih is an ind :strially backward
district in Bihar and is inhabited by Adi-
vasis. The prople of that arca have no
mcans of livelihood. The hcadquirters
of MITCO arc in Patna whicl is about
300 kilometres from Giridih, aad the
workers and staff of MITCO have to
ren all the way to Patna cven for a
smrll work.,  Apart from that, MITCO
has alrcady pu:chascd land in the indys-
trial arca at Giridih. The Minister says
that duc to good means of commuiica-
tions and its being well connccid by
air and rail, location of the hcadquarters
at Patna will enable MITCO to ma'n-
tain close liaison.  But if that be the
reason, you can well shict it from Patna
to Delhi which is hiving better air and
rail communicttions. It will be in the
i iterests of the higher officials of. So
from all MITCO. these points of view,
I would request the Minister to shift the
headquiriers from Patna to Giridih
which will enable the p:ople of Giridih
to have a bstter say in the functioning
of th: MITCO.

SHRI CHANDRASHEKHAR SINGH:
We feel that it will not bz in the inter-
csts of those involved in the mica busi-
ness— the and the traders to shift it from
Patana to Giridih because that would
retard the functioning of the MITCO it-



